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Christus Victor Lutheran Church
“Fearlessly trusting God, we accept all others, ourselves, and our calling to give comfort.”
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“Thin places are places of energy. A place 
where the veil between this world and the 
eternal world is thin. A thin place is where 
one can walk in two worlds – the worlds are 
fused together, knitted loosely where the dif-
ferences can be discerned or tightly where the 
two worlds become one. Thin places aren’t 
perceived with the five senses. Experiencing 

them goes beyond those limits.”
(ThinPlacesTours.com)

Pastor Lenny Duncan calls the church to bring thin places into the public sphere during protests 
for racial justice.  God is present when justice is present, after all.  While leading a seminar on 
Zoom for the North Carolina Synod, he described thin places as places where “prayer is baked 
into the walls.”  
When I think of thin places, I think of Stonehenge, Notre Dame, and Haggai Sophia.  Though, I 
had not been to any of those places.  But, I have been to the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 
in Jerusalem.  And, I can tell you, it felt like the Lord was right there with me; the Spirit was so 
close, I could just feel it.  The worship service that Sunday morning was identical to the wor-
ship services I experienced growing up.  The liturgy was right out of the LBW (except one song 
was sung in Arabic).  Two things were different.  First, the church is half a block from the Holy 
Sepulcher where Jesus was crucified, died, buried, and resurrected.  Second, I went into that 
worship service expecting to experience something different.  And I did.
The theme this Advent at Christus Victor is Thin Places.  The opening and closing prayer of 
each worship service calls the Lord to thin the space between us and the Divine.  The prayers 
invite us to experience the closeness of God as we near Christmas.
I also think about the renovation.  Will the space between us and the divine thicken with a new 
space?  Or, will it become thinner?  One idea to help “bake” some prayers into the walls of the 
new Sanctuary is to add the prayers ourselves.  When the new gypboard is installed, but be-
fore it is painted, I imagine all of us writing prayers, blessings, and Scripture on the gypboard.  
We can even include memories of the sacred space in the form of past mission statements and 
names of special people.
The paint will eventually cover the sacred messages.  Those who wrote on the walls will know 
they are literally surrounded by prayers, blessings, and God’s Word when they worship in the 
space.  And I would not be surprised if others “feel” something special about the space too.
This Advent, think about where you have experienced God.  Are there places where you feel 
God more powerfully?  A mountain top?  A waterfall?  Another church?  Maybe Duke Chapel?
Also, think about ways you can thin the space between you and the Divine this Advent.

Advent Blessings,
Pastor Ben
(Pictured: Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, Jerusalem)

Thin Places
(Pastor’s Message)
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Renovation News
Building Out God’s Mission Together

The entire renovation team 
wants to thank everyone for 
their overwhelming support of 
the motion to move forward 
with the capital campaign.  

We are so excited about the possibilities that we can accomplish 
with your generosity and support.  Considering all the uncertainties 
of the world today we recognize that with the utmost certainty that 
God is calling us to move forward and renovate His church to 
provide comfort and support to our community and all those who 
come to worship.  This is a huge undertaking and one that has been 
long awaited.  With your support we can make this happen. We 
remind you to pray that God blesses the campaign in such a way 
that we can do Phase 1A and Phase 1B and the independent projects 
now.  We pray God will touch the hearts of all of us to hear His call 
to make CVLC a more welcoming church to all of God’s children.  
Thank you so much for hearing God’s call to move forward.  To-
gether we can “build a place where love is found, in water, wine 
and wheat.  A banquet  hall on holy ground,, where peace and jus-
tice meet.”  God Bless each of us as we listen to God’s call to 
move forward.

~Beth and Mike, Renvoation Team 
co-chairs

http://cvlcrenovation.org/
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When I’m not helping congrega-
tions with stewardship, I can be 
found keeping 15 hives of bees.  
Well, “beekeeper” is very much a 
misunderstanding of what I do.  As 
hard as I might try, I can’t “keep” 
the bees from doing anything.  The 
genetics of the bees are far stronger 
than anything that I might make 
them accomplish.  It is best for me 
to take the lead from them and offer 
some guidance, perhaps food or a 
medication to strengthen them or 

more often I offer them more or less space to do what they do.
Being a beekeeper is much like walking beside a congregation in stewardship.  I 
can’t make anyone in the congregation do anything.  Instead, I can offer ideas as 
to how to make the campaign more effective.  What I have discovered as well is 
that when I offer ideas and tell stories of what others have done, a congregation 
interprets that idea for themselves and leads themselves to a great outcome.
It is a great joy to walk beside you in this appeal.  I have already been inspired by 
the generosity that has been provided by someone offering a $5,000 challenge gift 
if we reach a certain number of responses.  They are very excited that this be a 
campaign that you do together.  

I do this work not because I just like fundraising.  But, I do like the work.  I do 
this work because I see the lasting impact on congregations.  I am convinced that 
Jesus is correct in Matthew 6.21 where he says, “Where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also.”  The campaign is really about your hearts.  What I love to 
see when a project like yours comes together is the way in which everyone feels 
that they did their part of it.

We have a lot of people volunteering in this campaign from people creating ma-
terials to writing generosity stories to planning for how to provide hospitality and 
events in times like this.  Nobody has a task that is too big, but instead everyone 
has a portion of the whole. We do this together. So too, nobody has the whole 
portion of funding the appeal.  The gift chart demonstrates a variety of gifts to be 
given over the next three years and everyone should be able to find one there that 
fits them—anywhere from $1 per day for three years ($1,080) all the way up to 
$50,000.  When we do this together, we can accomplish anything.

The final thing I would like to share is that I hope you will remain open to hear 
what is possible through this campaign.  I was talking to my mom the other day 
and she told me that she wanted to make a gift to a ministry we both care for.  As 
we talked, I let her know that if she leaves her IRA to me that because of a recent 
tax law change in the CARES Act, I will have to take the entire IRA over no more 
than 10 years and I will be taxed on it.  We decided that she should go ahead and 
start giving it away and change the beneficiary on that so that the charity gets it 
and I don’t have to pay taxes on it some day.  It is a great gift.  It is great for my 
mom.  And, it is a great gift for the charity.  She has great joy knowing that she 
is doing something significant for this ministry.  I pray you all will feel that same 
joy as you continue to engage this campaign.

~Mike Ward, CFRE, M.Div.
Partner, Gronlund Sayther Brunkow
CVLC’s Capital Campaign Consultant
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Often when we take stock of what we 
presently have, we see spaces for what 
we need and what we want.  Stores, 
websites and even family members en-
courage us to keep wish lists and make 
a point that we need the very latest and 
the greatest.  In a culture that prioritizes 
acquisitions, it is difficult to be satisfied 
with what we currently own.  Truth-
fully most of us have more than enough.  
The problem is not necessarily having 
things or even acquiring new things.  

The problem is the rate at which we are encouraged to get more and to consider our 
still-functioning items to be obsolete.  This cycle of expected and pressured ac-
quisitions makes it difficult to be grateful for what we currently own.  The push to 
acquire more and more prevents us from saving for the future and greatly impacts 
our ability to help our neighbors.  If we spend our money making sure we have the 
latest and greatest thing right now, we will be less likely to help someone nearby or 
far away.

A sense of gratitude helps us to be aware of the abundance in our life.  If you work 
on being thankful for what you have and see it as more than enough, you can resist 
the siren song of commercialism.  That way you have more assets for your future 
needs and to help those around you who need a helping hand.  The needs of our 
neighbors have greatly increased during this pandemic so each of us needs to step 
forward so we can pool our resources to give comfort to our neighbors.  As it says 
in 2 Corinthians 9:7, “God loves the cheerful giver.”

~ The Stewardship Team

YtD % of Budget
Budget 202,030.00$ 
Giving 177,664.31$ 87.94%
Expense 151,792.87$ 75.13%
Net Surplus/(Deficit) 25,871.44$   

General Fund Update
through September 31, 2020



Council Corner
Notes from Previos Council Meetings

Summary of Church council meetings for November, 2020
 At the regular meeting on Nov. 10, Matthew Hall (treasurer) reported that 
giving is at about 88% of the budget which is not far off the rate at the same time 
of the previous year. He is currently working on the insurance audit and has com-
pleted the paperwork for the PPP loan forgiveness.  In order to expedite the work 
of our treasury team it was Moved that the council name Matthew Hall, Barb Sap-
penfield, and Deb Schleusener as designated signatories to the BB&T accounts.  
At the same time any other names will be removed from the accounts. The motion 
was approved unanimously.  The council also recognized Ralph Carney for having 
donated a vehicle to be sold with the proceeds deposited into the capital campaign 
for the renovation.
 Pastor Krey reported that he is currently working with one student in prepa-
ration for confirmation.  He is also meeting with a professional coach to fulfill 
continuing education credits. He encourages all to contribute to the generosity 
booklet and the Christmas Photo project.  Finally he asked everyone to mark their 
calendars for the joint thanksgiving service to be held on Tues., Nov. 24.
 Worship & Congregational Life will be distributing Advent boxes to help 
families celebrate the season. The Outreach team is currently focused on the 
Christmas story photo project led by Joan Wilson. The Renovation team reports 
that things are going well.  The meetings with the architect generated excitement.
 For the Vision 2020 Generous Plan, $4000 of the $7000 allotted are now 
obligated to pay for the Simme Seats three of which are already installed along 54.  
After short discussion the decision was made to donate the remaining $3000 from 
that budget line to the Parkwood to be used as they most need in order to carry out 
their mission.  The need is great as they are serving many more families that they 
initially expected.
 For the Property Plan, the funds dispersed in the initial stages of the Reno-
vation project have already exceeded the budget.
 For the People Plan, Pastor, John and Linda will be meeting on to further 
discuss a new sign for in front of the building.
 Old business:  With the precipitous increase in COVID cases, we do not 
foresee opening the church building any time soon.  The Congregational Meeting 
on Nov. 22 will focus only on whether or not we should move forward with our 
renovations plans, continuing our work wit the architect and the capital campaign 
advisor.

Continued onto the next page:
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On November 20, the council held a special meeting to set goals for 2021.  After 
much discussion, five goals were adopted.  In brief they are to:

1. reach out to neighboring churches and schools in order to build a stronger   
 community, especially around education;

2. research ways to improve the playground and lighting around the parking   
 area in order to provide a well maintained and safe park to welcome 
 neighbors and provide a safe place for kids to play. We will apply for a   
 Peeler-Casey (or other) grant to fund the playground portion of this project;

3. raise $500,000 within CVLC for the renovation project, and approve the   
 architectural plans by June 30, 2021;

4. improve our technology resources and skills in order to be able to continue   
 streaming the services to those who are unable to attend in person once we’re   
  back in the building.  We will also install a church kiosk based on an iPad in   
 the narthex in order to help guests identify themselves to us and to expedite   
 giving for special causes. 

5. rethink our administrative organization including ministry teams, council   
 and staff, in hopes of engaging more people in more meaningful ways.

~Submitted by Linda Puente, CVLC Council Secretary 
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Special Advent Prayer:

All-Creating God, we Thank You for the gift of traditions 
and festivities that help us remember the deeper meanings 
of the holy season of Advent.  We pray that You replace our 
anxieties with the calm and the strength of Your Holy 
Spirit.  Fill us with energy to do those things which You 
would have us do and teach us to watch well for the One 
Whose second coming we await, Jesus Christ our Lord, in 
Whose Name we pray.  Amen.
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WOMEN OF THE ELCA

Women of the Church

Christmas is a time for reflecting.  We think of past holidays and the upcoming 
one and make a mental note of the changes that have occurred in our lives.  As 
we read the Christmas stories - both those in the Bible and other personal or 
family favorites - consider the many ways God is present in your life.  

How does God come to you through His Word?  

How does God come to you through your loved ones?  

How does God come to you through the fellowship with other 
believers?  

              How does God come to you through Holy Communion?  

              How does God come to you through other areas of your life?  

God’s love for each one of us was made PERSONAL when God sent His only 
Son to be born in a stable for everyone.  Baby Jesus was not born in a fancy 
palace or warm inn.  God wanted His son to be born and raised like you and me 
so that through the Christ Child we might know life with God forever.

PRAYER:  Most Gracious God, thank You for sending Your Son into this world 
where He showed us how to live and love everyone.  By His death on the cross, 
our sins were wiped away.  Thank You!  Thank You!  Amen.

Women of the Church 
Bible Study and Fellowship Time

Starting on Wednesday, December 9th, at 10 AM, 
women from CVLC will be gathering via ZOOM for 
Bible Study and fellowship.  More details will be 
coming via the CVLC Weekly Blast and the Sunday 
Announcement page as the details are finalized.
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January Birthdays

1 Sarah Rodríguez
2 Heidi Chikmath
9 Kim Stallings
10 Bryan Chappell
11 Ralph Carney
12 Kathleen St. Lawrence
13 Bob Hockman
15 Mario Scott
16 Michelle Merritt
17 JoAnn Scott
17 Joshua Miller
18 Alex Moen
18  Barbara Sappenfield
20 Niles Leese
27 Dave Geisler
29 Shannon Trantas
29 Kinsey Green

January Anniversaries

1 Dave & Karen Geisler
2 John & Ann Redick

                 

December Birthdays

4 Joan Wilson
8 Trey Gebhardt
21 Anthony Trantas
27 Henry Miller
31 Diana Hicks

December Anniversaries

5 George & Irene Delic --50 years!!!!
8 Jack & Debbie Weidman
27 Tom & Lauren Baker

Don’t see your date? Contact Sarah in the church 
office.



            MINISTRY LEADERS 
 Pastor                      Rev. Ben Krey   215-738-5739
     Director of Music              Simon Zaleski    919-717-8900
     Office Administrator               Sarah Rodríguez                 919-544-7195 
     President                            Cristen Chappell   919-419-0707                
 Vice President                  Barbara Sappenfield      918-381-2722     
 Treasurer                  Matthew Hall    919-624-8896             
 Asst. Treasurer   Dave Thomas   216-210-4555
 Secretary   Linda Puente   919-450-0386
Ministers in God’s House Assign. Joan Wilson    919-942-7208
     Quilters                 Joleen Propst    919-596-7534
    Community Garden            Barb Trapp-Moen  919-949-9970
    Property Ministry Team  Jim Goodwin   978-664-5866
    Worship Ministry Team      Larry Santeramo  919-418-7477
        Outreach Ministry Team      
         Cong. Life Ministry Team          
    Women’s Group              Faye Fredrick   919-908-7766
    Men’s Group              Jeff Scott                  984-219-7039
    Youth Group                        Mike Green     919-740-6872
   Resource Ministry Team   David Ernsthausen    919-614-3724
   Christ. Ed Ministry Team    Carla Stolzenthaler     919-694-5533     
 Planting Hope   Cristen Chappell                919-419-0707
     Larry Santeramo                919-418-7477
 Website    John Moen     919-544-5429

 Congregational Council
Cristen Chappell (President) ...........  919-419-0707 
Barbara Sappenfield (V President)    918-381-2722
Matthew Hall (Treasurer).............      919-624-8896 
Linda Puente (Council Secretary)..   919-450-0386
Polly Quinn (Financial Secretary)..   919-363-3855
Beth Miller...................................         919-544-7061
Dave Thomas...............................        216-210-4555
Elizabeth Webster.......................         919-619-4544
Julia Chappell.............................          919-632-3561
John Moen...................................         919-544-5429
Bookkeeper:
Deb Schleusener........................        919-372-8454       

Community Group            CVLC Contacts
Troop & Pack 486     John Moen
7th Day Adventist                  Jim Goodwin
BabyWearing Group    Sarah Rodríguez
Ministerio Alcance y Reconciliacion  Luis & Nora Olivieri
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