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CRC - The Reopening Journey - Background/Resources 

Our church is governed by a board of elders and deacons called a consistory.  Our consistory 
has empowered the CRC church staff to explore and propose a plan for a phased reopening for 
CRC.   

Our staff began this process when we came across a document detailing 48 questions that 
needed to be addressed prior to reopening. Click HERE to see this document.  Frankly, it felt 
pretty overwhelming the number of important factors and questions we need to address.  This 
led to a fruitful conversation regarding not only the importance of answering these questions 
and who would seek out those answers, but more importantly determining how we will address 
these questions. 

Our plan will take into account: 

1. The truth of God's Word and the mission of CRC to "help all people find and follow 
Jesus" 

2. Emerging values and ministry priorities outlined in "CRC Reopening - Values, Priorities, 
and Phases" document 

3. The direction of the State of Michigan 
4. The direction of the Health Department of Northwest Michigan 
5. The direction of the Center for Disease Control 
6. Resources available to us from our denomination and other churches and parachurch 

organizations (see below for some of these additional resources).   

In all of this, the health and safety of people is a primary concern.  It's foundational to our 
understanding of what it means to love others.  Our plan will take into account the needs of 
others, so that we can ensure a safe and welcoming environment to all people being especially 
sensitive to those most at-risk. 

We understand that there is a strong desire to reopen.  We want to be together.  We want some 
normalcy to return.  We want to worship, interact, and encourage one another.  We want to sing, 
come to the Table together, and fellowship over a cup of coffee.  This is understandable.  We 
also need to recognize the movement toward this return to normal will take some time - maybe 
a lot longer than we originally thought.  The phased reopening will feel quite different than what 
we are used to.  Social distancing, masks, no handshakes or hugs, individual communions, etc., 
all will feel very different than what we are used to.  As my friend's church in Indiana described 
it, "Sterile.  Cold.  Rigid."  This is not what we are used to and this does not reflect what we want 
the gathering of the Body of Christ to feel like.  This is why gathering in the sanctuary is not our 
highest priority.  We believe what we love and value about our gatherings are not driven by a 
location. 

Church will look different, for a time, and maybe some of these changes will become a new 
normal.  We need to let these questions be an important way we love our neighbors as we walk 
through all of this, 'What is best for my neighbor?'  'What is best for our elderly population?'  

https://kenbraddy.files.wordpress.com/2020/04/48-questions-to-ask-prior-to-reopening-your-church-3.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/
http://www.nwhealth.org/covid19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
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'What is best for those with compromised immune systems?'  'What is best for those who are 
anxious about getting sick?'  

We also believe that God is in the midst of all that is taking place.  We believe that He is calling 
us to His mission.  We believe He may be convicting us of how some of our previous ways of 
doing church have been idols and no longer serve their intended purpose.  He may be calling us 
to a deeper trust in Him and a deep commitment to patiently waiting upon His leading instead of 
letting our urgency be driven by our wants. 

Additional Resources 

https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/may-web-only/when-churches-reopen-phase-
coronavirus-covid-19-guidelines.html 

https://www.vanderbloemen.com/blog/reopening-small-and-midsized-churches 

https://ncbaptist.org/wp-content/uploads/Reopening-Your-Church.pdf 

https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/6883734-CDC-Business-Plans.html  (Info for church 
p. 7-9) 

https://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2020/april/what-relaunching-church-might-look-like-
over-next-312-month.html 

https://www.erinbromage.com/post/the-risks-know-them-avoid-
them?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20200511&instance_id=18384&nl=the-
morning&regi_id=57479938&segment_id=27239&te=1&user_id=3e17f333b00dabebd5a172075
919 

https://vimeo.com/418607211  (interview with Dr. Chris Ledtke, Infectious Disease Specialist, 
Munson Hospital, member of Faith Reformed Church, Traverse City) 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/faith-based.html 
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