
BE AN ENCOURAGER 
Submi�ed by Mary Seaman 

Jesus gave us the command to love one another 

as He loves us.  I believe the best way to show the 

love of Jesus is by being an encourager.  Apart 

from Jesus, without a heart to encourage, we can 

do nothing; we will not bear fruit for His kingdom.  

To encourage means to inspire with hope, 

courage, and confidence; hearten; give support.  

A heart like Jesus has the capacity for sympathy, 

concern and compassion.   

 

I see this calling sadly forgo�en in today’s culture, 

even among Chris&ans and within families.  We 

see anger, hate-speech, name-calling, 

condemna&on, and finger-poin&ng.  The tongue is 

the primary weapon, and James compares the 

damage a tongue can do to a raging fire, an evil 

among the parts of the body, that corrupts the 

whole person (3:6).  Satan uses the tongue to 

divide people and pit them against one another, 

spewing deadly poison (3:8).  This is what 

happens when we  do not rely on God to direct 

our thoughts, words, and ac&ons.  Without the 

fruit of the Spirit, we are incapable of being 

encouragers, showing Jesus-love to others.  “But 

the fruit of the Spirit is…love…kindness, 

goodness…gentleness and self control (Gal. 

5:22,23).  These are the weapons one needs to 

fight the fire of the tongue; one never puts out a 

fire by star&ng another one. 

 

Accep&ng God’s Word as truth, each of us needs 

to make an inten&onal effort to be an encourager 

within our families, our Church, the community, 

and wherever we interact with others, either face 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-to-face or via the media.  Our faith journeys are 

not lived in isola&on but depend upon community 

and connectedness.  I think being an encourager 

is the most important role we play in the ministry 

of the Church.  “Therefore, encourage one 

another and build one another up” (1 Thess. 

5:11).   
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SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:    

• The family and friends of Shelly Paramo. Her husband is Glenn; daughters are Ka&e, Jessica 

and Abby. Shelly is Sue Barnard’s sister and Karlee Barnard’s aunt 

MISSION TRIP:  HONDURAS 2020 
Submi�ed by Rebecca Berg  

Go, therefore, and make disciples of all the 

na�ons, bap�zing them in the name of the 

Father, son, and Holy Spirit, teaching them to 

observe all that I commanded you and, lo, I am 

with you always, even to the end of the age 

(Ma". 28:19-20).   

Robert Jackson, the missionary we support in 

Guatemala, also ministers in Honduras.  He 

partners with Pastor Edwin and others to hold 

evangelis&c mee&ngs.  He is also involved with 

Pastor Edwin in developing a camp, which was 

once used as a brothel-like business, into a 

venue for Chris&an Ministry.  It is a place for 

churches to gather for retreats and for worship 

and prayer, similar to our camp mee&ngs.  It is 

also a place where Edwin brings street kids to 

experience the love of Jesus.  Presently, the 

mee&ngs are one-day events.  The ministry 

team feeds the children, gives them clothes, 

cuts their hair, and tells them about Jesus.   

Their goal is to have longer camps and, for this 

to happen, they need beds.  So that’s our goal:  

build bunk beds at the camp in Honduras and 

have a camp day with the street kids.  The 

planned dates are January 7-17.  We will be 

staying at the camp.  

How can you help?  Pray that we live into all 

that God has in store, join us, and/or financially 

support the bed project.  We need to purchase 

lumber, bolts, ma�resses and paint.  Thank you. 

Let each of us carry out God’s will for our lives 

as stated in Ma�hew 28:19-20, whether our 

na�on is our neighborhood, Honduras, or 

elsewhere. 
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“Smile!”  Has anyone ever said that to you?  Is it 

helpful?  What if something is happening in your 

life that has taken away your joy? 

 

So our theme this month is encouragement; 

that’s a tough topic.  First of all, I’m not sure that 

encouragement is one of my giGs.  I’ve observed 

many great encouragers during my life, and I 

know I’m not like them.  I’d like to be—but I’m 

not. 

 

When we hear the word “encouragement,” 

many things may go through our mind.  It’s a 

hard word to describe.  For me, it’s much easier 

to tell you what’s not encouraging, rather than 

what is.  Many well-intended phrases simply 

don’t cut it when someone really needs to hear 

encouraging words. 

 

I googled the word “encouragement” and 

apparently google doesn’t get it either.  They 

offer up quotes that, if I were in the midst of a 

crisis, would not encourage me; rather, they 

might just push me over the edge.  For instance, 

here’s one by Vince Lombardi: “It’s not whether 

you get knocked down.  It’s whether you get 

back up again.” Tell that to someone who is 

totally lying in defeat and doesn’t even know if 

they can rise again.  Or how about this one: “You 

have been assigned this mountain to show 

others that it can be moved.”  No pressure or 

anything, but . . . if you fail, others may fail as 

well.  Or how about this one by a well-known 

mo&va&onal speaker: “If you don’t set the tone 

for the day, the devil will set it for you.”  And . . . 

we’ve just added some more pressure. 

 

The truth is encouragement is not just a well-

placed catchy phrase printed on a poster or 

gree&ng card.  Encouragement is a way of life 

requiring cul&va&on and coming from a heart of 

truth and love.  Please read that sentence again.  

We can’t just casually quote clichés like “when 

the going gets tough, the tough get going” and 

expect them to mean something to someone 

who is dealing with self-doubt.   

 

ENCOURAGEMENT 
Submi�ed by Theda Williams 

(Continued on page 5) 
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HIGH HOPE THROUGH ENCOURAGEMENT 
Submi�ed by Linda Shumaker 

When Mary Seaman approached me about 

wri&ng an ar&cle for our IN TOUCH newsle�er, I 

immediately said “yes.”  I had already been 

thinking that I wanted to express my gra&tude 

for all the support my husband Bryan and I 

received during the difficult &me we went 

through in the past year. 

It was, undoubtedly, the worst year of our lives: 

one that I can’t imagine trying to navigate 

without my faith in God, my suppor&ve 

husband, and the encouragement I received 

from so many people—a lot of whom I didn’t 

even know! 

The short version of what happened was that I 

was diagnosed with breast cancer in May of 

2018.  A few weeks later, my mother got the 

diagnosis of Stage 4 pancrea&c cancer.   We 

were told she would probably have 3-6 months 

to live. Our world was turned upside down and 

our “normal” life came to a screeching halt. It 

was a very difficult &me, going through the 

surgeries and treatments, but knowing I was 

slowly losing my mom also was the hardest part 

of that &me. 

As the news got out about what was happening 

to us, we star&ng gePng cards, le�ers, and 

phone calls offering prayers and anything 

needed to help us.  I can’t express how much 

that encouraged us!  I can remember Bryan 

bringing me the mail, and there would be these 

lovely cards with words of hope and love.  They 

made me cry then and it s&ll makes me cry 

now—in a good way. To think that all those 

people took the &me to buy and send those to 

us truly liGed me up every &me.  Also, knowing 

that we were being prayed for by so many was 

such a huge blessing.  Talk about being 

encouraged!  I felt those prayers and they 

sustained me when I needed it the most. 

The Bible tells us God is always with us and I 

leaned into that heavily.  Knowing and feeling 

that brought me a peace and calm that I am so 

grateful for. 

My mom passed in January and I am s&ll missing 

and grieving for her; we were very close.  My 

memories of her last few months include many 

happy &mes along with the difficul&es.  I was 

determined to make the &me we had as 

enjoyable and peaceful as possible and I feel 

God answered all of our prayers by allowing 

that to happen.  Our God is the ul&mate 

Encourager, no doubt. 

Because of these events, I began to take no&ce 

(Continued on page 5) 
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of the number of people who were being 

diagnosed with cancer, even within our church.  I 

started to think about the need for a cancer 

support group that incorporates faith and prayer 

along with encouraging others. 

I wasn’t the only one thinking this way, I 

discovered.  Nancy Whitley had been through 

her own trials at roughly the same &me as me.  

Once we started talking, we found there is much 

we are on the same page about, and the HIGH 

HOPE CANCER SUPPORT GROUP was born.  Our 

goal is to provide a place where people can talk 

about whatever they have on their minds and 

will receive support and encouragement from 

others who have experienced many of the same 

issues. If you or anyone you know might be 

interested in joining us, our handout can be 

found at the informa&on desk. 

I would also like to share this piece of Scripture: 

All praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  He is the source of every mercy and the 

God who comforts us in all our troubles so that 

we can comfort others (2 Cor. 1:3 & 4). 

High Hope Through Encouragement (con�nued from page 4) 

When someone needs encouragement, the first 

thing we need to do is to listen.  James 1:19 says, 

“Let every person be quick to hear and slow to 

speak.”  Even Job’s friends understood this.  

When they first arrived to find Job in his despair, 

they sat with him for seven days and seven 

nights without speaking.  “No one said a word to 

him, because they saw how great his suffering 

was” (Job 2:13). They waited for him to speak 

first.  Unfortunately, when they did speak, their 

words were not helpful. 

 

“How can I help?”  That’s the catch phrase on  

the television show “New Amsterdam.”  Saying 

this . . . and meaning it are some of the most en-

couraging words I know.  Philippians 2:6 says, 

“Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the 

law of Christ.”  What a beau&ful picture of en-

couragement in ac&on.  We are never alone 

when we take these words seriously. 

I think the final phrase that I’ve heard or said 

that is the most encouraging is: “I believe in 

you.”  It’s just that simple.  Knowing that some-

one has heard me, that they have my back and 

that they believe in me—those are the things 

that will move me forward.   

God wants us to encourage each other.  He 

wants us to model encouragement in our lives 

and, for sure, in the church.   

(1 Thessalonians 5:11) Therefore, encourage one 

another and build each other up, just as, in fact, 

you are doing.  

Encouragement (con�nued from page 3) 
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BE AN ENCOURAGER (con�nued from page 1) 

There are many examples I could share when an 

encourager gave my family or me the giGs of love, 

hope and support.  They range from a simple high-

five and the words “good job” aGer Lucas’ team 

lost a soccer match, to a friend praying for Maria in 

Aldi’s on an especially stressful day, or a nurse’s 

saying reassuring words as Maurice and I walk the 

cancer journey.  

OGen&mes, when we are the encourager, we 

experience special blessings, a joy we had not 

an&cipated.  For years, Jan Glass and I had shared 

book chats un&l she could no longer focus her eyes 

well enough to read.  A few months before her 

passing, she called, with excitement in her voice, 

saying, “I’m able to read again and I just finished 

Mitch Albom’s book, Have a Li"le Faith. I need to 

talk about it.”  Unfortunately, I had read the book 

about eight years earlier and wasn’t able to visit 

that day.  I needed to re-read the book, but kept 

puPng it off, while it weighed on my heart. “You 

need to do this, Mary.”  I said, “Ok, God, but I need 

to find the book first.” I headed downstairs to the 

den where I have a few hundred books and there it 

was siPng on the shelf by the door right next to 

the light switch.  Two days later, Jan and I had a 

book-chat, which led to her sharing her faith, 

including fears and what-ifs, hopes for her children 

and grandchildren, and Jesus stories.  (Jan oGen felt 

the presence of Jesus while working or siPng in her 

garden.) That was the last long conversa&on I had 

with Jan as things turned for the worse shortly aGer 

that visit.  Now, I can treasure that book-chat, see 

her smile, hear her throaty chuckles, and 

remember her hugs.  We encouragers oGen receive 

more than we give. 

 

Jan didn’t just call when she needed something.  

My last call from Jan captures her being the 

encourager, a faithful friend with a caring heart.  

“Mary, It’s Jan.  Craig and I were just praying for 

Maurice, so I decided to call.  How is he doing…

really?”  Now that she is gone, I remember her as I 

sip my tea from a cup with the inscrip&on:  “A true 

friend listens with the heart.”  An encourager 

listens and speaks from the heart.  

Everyone needs to give and receive 

encouragement, from the kids in school to the 

President of the United States.  A Cheetos Club was 

started in Petoskey High School in memory of 

Spencer Tibbits (Carol Mar&n’s grandson), who had 

offered compassion to another student saying, 

“Nobody can be sad when they are ea&ng a bag of 

Cheetos.”  The night President Abraham Lincoln 

was shot, among the things found in his pockets, 

were several newspaper clippings that praised him 

and his policies.  “There isn’t one person in your 

line of vision who is as confident as he/she seems.  

We’re all one failure, snide comment, or bad hair 

day away from self-doubt” (M. Wi�mer, Our Daily 

Bread, 8/15/19).   

“We can be a constant source of encouragement in 

the life of someone who doesn’t know God” (C. 

Hodges, The Daniel Dilemma, p. 129).  As 

encouragers, we have countless opportuni&es to 

plant seeds.  When we reach out and “touch” 

others by words and deeds, God touches their 

hearts.  So, let’s be encouragers, following Jesus’ 

example: gentle tone, courteous manner, using 

kind words and doing good deeds. 



MY BEST ENCOURAGEMENT RESOURCE 
Submi�ed by Jerry VanKuiken  

We are built with a need for encouragement.  

We need to be liGed up when we are down.  We 

need to feel encouraged when we are on the 

right path.  I am sure you experience life 

some&mes like I do.  I feel frustra&on and angst 

in my guts.  Sadness, loss, loneliness, discontent, 

work and people stress find their way in.  We 

have concern with finances, illness when the 

cure does not come, and are &red of wai&ng for 

God to do something.  We need to be 

encouraged when our faith is shaky, we think 

God has forgo�en us, or our family and finances 

are messed up.   Life is just not what we want it 

to be. The list goes on.  These things bop in and 

out during seasons in life.    

God gives us many tools to use:  remembering 

the past and how Jesus has been there, prayer, 

church fellowship, pastors, Chris&an counselors, 

mentors.  Chris&an friends can be very helpful.  

We can get solid encouragement by listening to 

Bible teachers on the web and reading Chris&an 

books.   

All that being said, I find that God’s speaking to 

me, through the truths of the Bible, is the most 

helpful. Some&mes, I read several verses to get 

saturated.   Other &mes, I park on one passage 

and keep medita&ng un&l it sinks in.  I oGen 

memorize a par&cularly helpful verse so that I 

can keep bringing it to my conscious thought.   

Here is a selec&on of my “go-to” texts.  There are 

many, many more.  They remind me of who God 

is, how much he loves me, and that He has 

everything under His control…...   Scripture 

teaches me that Jesus can change me, or change 

the situa&on, or confirm His presence now and 

for eternity (“This world is not my home; I’m just 

a passing through.”)  I need to stop doub&ng and 

allow the Holy Spirit to take charge of my heart, 

let God be God.  You can cut the scriptures out 

and tape them on your fridge or keep them in 

you Bible.   If you are really determined, you can 

memorize them all?  The first three are my ini&al 

“go-to’s.” 

Psalm 23 (I keep repea�ng this in a quiet place 

un�l I feel David’s confidence.)                                                                   

The LTUV is my shepherd; I lack nothing. He 

makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads 

me beside quiet waters; he refreshes my soul.  

He guides me along the right paths for his 

name’s sake. 
 
Even though I walk through the 

darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with 

me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  

(Continued on page 8) 
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MY BEST ENCOURAGEMENT (con�nued from page 7) 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of 

my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my 

cup overflows. Surely your goodness and 

love will follow me all the days of my life, and I 

will dwell in the house of the LTUV forever. 

Hebrews 13: 5-6 …God has said, never will I leave 

you; never will I forsake you. So, we say with 

confidence, The Lord is my helper; I will not be 

afraid....   [Underlining is mine and I say the 

words boldly as I speak this verse.  Rev. Ed 

Dobson of Calvary Church in Grand Rapids gave 

me these verses when he was dying from Lou 

Gehrig’s disease.] 

Psalm 91:1-2   Whoever dwells in the shelter of 

the Most High will rest in the shadow of the 

Almighty.
   
I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge 

and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.”  (This 

en�re psalm was the “life text” of Jim Elliot, MAF 

pilot martyred by Auca Indians in Ecuador.) 
  

Deuteronomy 31:8  It is the LTUV who goes 

before you. He will be with you; he will not leave 

you or forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed.”
 

Romans 8:28  And we know that in all things God 

works for the good of those who love him, 

who have been called according to his purpose. 

 

Romans 8:38-39  For I am sure that neither death 

nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present 

nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor 

depth, nor anything else in all crea&on, will be 

able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 

 

Revela&on 21:4  He will wipe away every tear 

from their eyes, and death shall be no more; 

neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor 

pain anymore, for the former things have passed 

away. 

 

Philippians 4:19  And my God will supply every 

need of yours according to his riches in glory in 

Christ Jesus. 

 

Ma�hew 28:20b   …surely, I am with you always, 

to the very end of the age. 

 

Psalm 27:1  The LTUV is my light and my 

salva&on; whom shall I fear? The LTUV is the 

stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 

 

Psalm 16:8  I have set the LTUV always before 

me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be 

shaken. 

 

2 Corinthians 12:9  
 
But he said to me, “My 

grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 

perfect in weakness.” Therefore, I will boast all 

the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that 

Christ’s power may rest on me. 

 

Jeremiah 29:11   For I know the plans I have for 

you, declares the LTUV, plans to prosper you and 

not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 

future. 

 

God is the ul'mate encourager! 
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COMMUNITY REFORMED CHURCH’S RESPONSIBILITIES: 

� Provide 270 packages of store-bought cookies by Sunday, December 8th. Please place your 

cookies in the box provided by the church. 

� Donate socks for children of all ages, sizes infants through adults.  Tube socks (S-M-L) work well 

for various sizes.  Teens especially like the black “no-show” style.  Please place these in the SOX 

BOX at the church.  Also, donate underwear for children ten-years-old and under.  

 

ADDITIONAL WAYS TO SUPPORT THE PROJECT INCLUDE: 

� Gently used coats, jackets, snow-pants and boots can be dropped off at the church office. 

� A mi�ens/gloves and hats tree will be placed at the Charlevoix State Bank. 

� If you are interested in “adop&ng” a child or family for whom you can purchase Christmas giGs, 

contact Rebecca Jeakle at 231-675-3588 or   jeakle@a�.net . (Connec&on Groups might consider 

this opportunity.)  

� Toys for Tots collec&ons are used by the Project to help provide toys for children.  Boxes are 

located in over 25 loca&ons in town.  (This is a great opportunity for teaching children about 

giving.) Checks for Toys for Tots   can be mailed to MARINE CORPS LEAGUE, P.O. Box 278, 

Petoskey, MI 49770. 

� MONETARY DONATIONS can be made to CHARLEVOIX COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS PROJECT.  You 

may either drop off your dona&ons at the church office or mail them to CRC, c/o John Coolman, 

100 Oak Street, Charlevoix, MI.  

Last year the Christmas Project provided food and/or giGs to 247 families, including 60 seniors and 

327 children.  We an&cipate the number of families and children to be comparable this year.  The 

Christmas Project Commi�ee appreciates your caring, help and prayers.  We pray that God will bless 

this program and the people whom we serve. 

SIGN-UP FOR THIS PROGRAM IS AT THE FOOD PANTRY, LOCATED AT 101 W. HURLBUT, ON 

MONDAYS, 10:00 A.M.—11:45 A.M. AND 5:30—7:15 P.M., AND AT THE SAFE-HAVEN BREAKFAST 

CLUB.  (CUT-OFF DATE FOR SIGN-UP IS DECEMBER 1ST.) DISTRIBUTATION DATE IS FRIDAY, 

DECEMBER 13, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

CHARLEVOIX COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS PROJECT  
Submi�ed by Mary Seaman, Member Charlevoix Community Christmas Project Commi�ee 



SEPTEMBER CONSISTORY NEWS HIGHLIGHTS 

• Jan reported that many posi&ve connec&ons were made during the Games & Grub Ministry this 

past summer.  Especially noteworthy are the posi&ve reac&ons kids had as they connected with 

male volunteers.  Many of the kids don’t have a posi&ve male figure in their life. 

• Kim informed Consistory that twenty-five men sought shelter at Night Light last winter.  The 

Shelter began staying open for twenty-four hours due to last winter’s severe weather condi&ons 

and health issues of a couple of the guests. 

• Consistory approved a mo&on to allow Night Light to be open twenty-four hours a day from 

November 1, 2019—March 1, 2020.  Guests will sign the “Safe Haven Rules for Night Light Shelter,” 

acknowledging they understand and will abide by the rules as stated.  The guests will have access 

to the big room (the old garage), the hallway with the laundry, and bathroom facili&es.  The door 

leading into the kitchen will be locked.  There will be a version of “Nanny Cams,” installed and 

monitored by volunteers via a phone app, in these occupied rooms with the excep&on of the 

bathroom.  The guests will be informed of “designated spaces” that they may be in during the day.  

They can only occupy the shelter during the day if they have stayed the previous night and fulfilled 

the “check-in” procedure.  A sign will also be placed in the area, sta&ng this rule. 

• Pastor Chip gave an update on the Search Commi�ee for a youth pastor.  Chip shared a list of 

possible people to serve on the Commi�ee.   Affirma&on from Consistory is needed before anyone 

will be contacted.  Consistory voted to accept the recommenda&ons. 

• Chip shared a recommenda&on from the Execu&ve Commi�ee to move forward with the search 

for a youth pastor and to involve Young Life Church Partnership in helping find candidates to fill 

the posi&on. 

• Aaron Wiers updated Consistory on CRC finances.  Tithes & offerings are about $22,000 below 

budget.  Net income to date is about $7000 more than expenses.  The deacons have started 

working on the 2020 Budget. 

• The search to fill the Kitchen Manager posi&on is ongoing. 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 11) 
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OCTOBER CONSISTORY NEWS HIGHLIGHTS 

• Pastor Chip handed out Growing Young Prayer Cards and asked Consistory to be in prayer for these 

young people in our community.  He also posed the ques&on:  “How can we be a church to them?” 

• Pastor Chip reported on the progress of the Leadership Transi&on Team.  The Team is currently 

crea&ng policy documents with a goal of comple&on by April/May 2020. 

• Pastor Chip reported that the Youth Minister Search Team has met for their first mee&ng.  They 

reviewed the selec&on process and will proceed by gePng candidates that Young Life has reviewed 

and then will review those candidates.  

• Pastor Chip asked Consistory to pray for the young people who will be sharing a meal together 

once a month.  The hope is to gain clarity on how the church can be helpful to them. 

• Pastor Chip reported that the Execu&ve Commi�ee will be reviewing the Child Abuse Protec&on 

Policy. 

• Aaron Wiers reported that CRC is $20,000 below budget in &thes & offerings received.  CRC 

currently has a net income of $22,000; the &thes & offerings are exceeding the expenses of the 

church. 

• Joel, from the Building and Grounds Commi�ee, reported that the stumps have been removed 

from around the building.  The church bell and cross are currently being stored off-sight and 

discussion is con&nuing on how they will be used in the future. 

• Chris Maki reported on possible new signage on the outside of the building. 

• Pastor Chip shared that he would like to get some clarity on why some people are no longer 

par&cipa&ng in the church.  Chip reported that the Elders will be gathering informa&on from 

people whom we have not seen in some &me to see if we can be helpful and what we can learn. 

• Pastor Chip and Doug Bouwense reported on the recent Classis mee&ng that they a�ended.  The 

topic of Human Sexuality has been an ongoing topic in the RCA and there will be a 

recommenda&on from the 2020 Vision Team next year.  For more informa&on go to www.rca.org 

Vision 2020. 

(Highlights were taken from Consistory Minutes provided by Pastor Chip.) 

            ---Submi�ed by Mary Seaman 

CONSISTORY NEWS HIGHLIGHTS CONTINUED 
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Night Light Shelter is scheduled to open on November 1st.  We have 

already had calls of inquiry from people who are homeless.  WE NEED 

MEN to volunteer.  Forms are available in the office or on the Local 

Outreach Board with all the informa&on. You can pick the days of the 

week that you are available and we, unless you want more days, try to 

only schedule men twice a month.  There are two men serving each night 

and you can trade off sleeping.  Give Kim Bakker (231-330-5316) or Nate 

Klooster  (231-675-0225) a call if you are interested.   

The Free Breakfast Club con&nues to be an amazing ministry for our community.  During the month of 

September we averaged 105 meals each day.  We have been blessed with many dona&ons that help keep 

this ministry running smoothly.  We will be looking for more volunteers during the upcoming months. We 

can use cooks, wait staff, dishwashers, and clean up people.  If you think you may be interested and would 

like more informa&on to see what is entailed, come between eight and ten on a Tuesday or Friday. Look me 

up and see what is involved in each job.   

Games and Grub held a hayride for our children in Pine Cove and Lake Harbor Apartments on October 19th 

at Kim & Karen Bakker’s.  Nate and Joy Klooster took the kids on a 45-minute ride followed by the fun 

around the bonfire with hotdogs and s’mores.  We held a contest on who could collect the most Woolly 

Bear caterpillars—one girl found 21.  As we all know, these wonderful worms are predictors of how hard 

our winter will be. According to all the ones found, there were more rusty brown than black, so we will have 

a milder winter.  A fun day was had by all! 

s year Christmas Eve falls on a Tuesday, so we will be offering a special Christmas buffet.  Watch the 

announcements for ways you can help with either serving, clean up or dona&ng some sweet treats! 

SAFE HAVEN MINISTRIES UPATE 
Submi�ed by Jan Boss 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
Submi�ed by Judy Boss 

For the last 26 years around Christmas, Samaritan’s Purse has collected shoeboxes filled with toys, 

school supplies, and other fun items for boys and girls in more than 100 countries around the world. At 

Community Reformed Church, we have joyfully par&cipated for a number of years. Boxes need to be  

returned by November 17.  Please join us in praying for the millions of children who will receive these 

boxes along with the good news of Jesus Christ!  If you have any ques&ons, please contact Judy Boss 

at judboss@gmail.com. 
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On my recent short-term medical 

mission trip to the Bahama 

Islands, I joined about 75 other 

volunteers from various 

countries around the world to 

work at a tent/MASH-type 

hospital set up by Samaritan’s 

Purse.  The public hospital on 

Grand Bahama was flooded by 

hurricane Dorian, so it was not 

func&oning.  The MASH hospital 

was set up just across the street 

from the Bahamian Hospital and 

will be transferred to the 

Bahamian government in December of this year.  Most of the injuries from the hurricane had been 

cared for by the &me I arrived, which was five weeks aGer the storm hit, and our hospital filled the gap 

leG by the destruc&on of the local hospital.  The illnesses that we cared for were like a community 

prac&ce of medicine. They did allow me to visit the beach for about one hour the evening before I 

leG :)  What a contrast between the beau&ful beach area when it is calm and the destruc&on it causes 

when it is  “angry “! 

Samaritan’s Purse also had water and sanita&on, transporta&on, and roofing crews that were sta&oned 

on the hospital grounds. There were also construc&on crews on the eastern Abaco Islands where the 

worst destruc&on had occurred. This is where Richard and Janet May were for the last part of October, 

helping with the clean up and reconstruc&on of houses.  A total of about 140 volunteers in the Bahama 

Islands were / are sponsored by Samaritan’s Purse.  

We oGen don’t realize how good we have it when health care is readily available.  People in these 

islands have to travel 45 minutes by air to undergo specialized tes&ng and care. 

MISSION TRIP UPDATE 
Submi�ed by Bruce Deckinga 



 

Page 14 In Touch with Community 

BOOK REVIEW 
The Daniel Dilemma:  How to Stand Firm and Love Well in a Culture of Compromise 

Submi�ed by Kathy Mar&nchek 

We live in a culture much like Daniel faced while in exile in Babylon.  He stood against the corrupt kings,  

even to the point of seeing his friends thrown into the fiery furnace and, he, himself, facing a night in the 

angry lions’ den, standing firm against evil and standing strong in God’s will. 

This book encourages us and reminds us that God’s way is our way, even when our current culture wants us 

to believe that we should abandon our Biblical principles and follow their sugges&ons that we can replace 

God with our own desires and rules.  The parallels between Daniel’s Babylon and our America are strikingly 

similar: 

1. We live in a society hos&le to faith in God. 

2. We face commands from those in authority to do something that violates the essence of our faith. 

3. We face serious consequences for noncompliance. 

4. We endure cultural and societal punishment for maintaining our beliefs.  (Hodges, pp. 78-79) 

David knew his God and what he believed, and so must we.  It is essen&al that we know and accept the 

Biblical truths of scripture…to know what we believe before facing the current cultural trends.  Hodges calls 

these our core convic&ons.  These are: 

 WORSHIP:  knowing who God is and whose we are and honoring Him. 

 GOD’S WORD:  knowing that the Bible is the infallible, inerrant Word of God. 

 HOLINESS:  knowing and applying a standard of purity as we honor the Lordship of Christ. 

 FAMILY:  knowing that families are valuable and a sacred ins&tu&on created by God. 

 LIFE: knowing and believing that all life has intrinsic value in all forms as a giG from God. 

HUMILITY:  knowing and believing that we are called to have and act in an aPtude of service, 

compassion and strength…placing the needs of others above our own.  (Hodges pp. 30-33) 

 

Daniel operated and stood strong in a culture that worshipped idols and so do we.  He withstood the 

demands to follow the rules imposed by those in authority.  God was his authority.  We struggle to hold 

firm to our Chris&an values in a country that purports to value every belief and religion except Chris&anity.   

This book gives us insight into our culture, the issues facing us, the decisions we need to make and that 

Jesus is the answer.   But how do we do that without being offensive, obnoxious, insul&ng, or angry? This 

book suggests answers, and I believe that every Chris&an should read it.  Come visit our Tuesday Morning 

Bible Study for a session and see the discussion and encouragement that Hodges gives us to navigate our 

current culture and all of its challenges. 
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It is so hard to believe that Joppa House has been open for five years now! The work God has done 

through this ministry and His faithfulness in sustaining this project are amazing! 

In five years we have had 100 residents (47 women/53 children) find a place of rest, healing and 

restora&on through the love that God, myself, my staff and volunteers pour into these marginalized 

families: empowering the mothers in learning life skills, learning to drive, learning to parent and 

learning that there is a God that loves them uncondi&onally—regardless of their past mistakes! We 

have had a 75% success rate of helping women become independent and sustain independent living! 

Praise the Lord! 

The home is s&ll going strong; we are at capacity most of the &me with a long wai&ng list. I receive 

calls daily from a woman who is desperate to find housing for herself and her children. It is 

heartbreaking! The need is great in our northern communi&es—so much so, that I have begun to lay 

the groundwork for a second residence!  

I am eternally grateful for the con&nued support Community Reformed Church has bestowed on 

Joppa House! What a blessing to have you all as partners in serving those less fortunate than we are! 

Joppa House is a 501c3, and because we are a faith-based program, we are always in need of 

funding. Please pray about this opportunity to give to Joppa House Ministries…perhaps even 

becoming a monthly support partner! 

But above all…please con&nue to pray that more lives will be touched with the love of Christ through 

this amazing ministry and the ladies will accept Jesus Christ as their Savior, transforming their lives, 

restored and redeemed to realize His perfect plan for them!  

 

CAN YOU BELIEVE IT!  
Submi�ed by Ginger Stevens  
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Captain Kyle Leese (Army Na&onal Guard) 

3819 Lincoln Dr. NE 
Kalkaska, MI 49646 

  

Logan Nu�all (US Navy) 

3617 North Spitz Dr. #301 
Waukegan, IL 60087 

  

Andrew Po�er (US Navy) 

4243 Llewellyn Ave 
Unit 302 

Norfolk, VA 23508 

United States 
  

Sarah Po�er (US Air Force) 

5446 Reilly Rd. Box #193 

Pope AAF, NC 28308 
  

SSgt. Cameron Canupp (US Air Force) 

3814 Coventry Dr. 

Valdosta, GA  31605-7968 
United States 

 

Rachael Nu�all (US Army) 
7561 N Stoney Run Dr. 

Hanover, MD 21076 

  

Sgt. Myles Kerr (US Marines) 
1039 Gateway Place Rancho Mission 

Viejo, CA 92694 

  
Jacob Cox (US Marines) 

No address currently(deployed soon) 
  

Keegan LaBlance (US Marines) 
Awai&ng current address 

  
Captain Russell Coolman (US Navy Reserves) 

7079 Pecan Chase 
Frisco, Texas 75034  

PRAYERS FOR OUR MILITARY 

MEN AND WOMEN 

PRAYERS FOR MINISTRIES 

SUPPORTED BY CRC 

HEART FOR AFRICA 

FOOD FOR THE HUNGRY 

WORLD VISION 

AUDIO SCRIPTURE MINISTRIES 

BIBLE LEAGUE 

CALVIN & GABRIELLE TIESSEN - WYCLIFF 

SIM (SERVICE IN MISSIONS) 

WORD OF GOD FOR ASIA (STEVE ROZEMA INDIA)WORDS OF 

HOPE - MIDDLE EAST PROJECT  

AAARON OTIS (ADVENTURE LEARNING MINISTRIES 

ARBIN & BIMALA POKHAREL (NEPAL)  

BAUGH'S - THE WAY HOME (EVERY CHILD MINISTRY) 

AAARON OTIS (ADVENTURE LEARNING MINISTRIES)DALE & 

JAN MARCUM (UKRAINE & RUSSIA) 

DANIEL ATIYAYE - STREAMS IN THE DESERT  

DALE & JAN MARCUM (UKRAINE & RUSSIA) 

JEAN PETITE FRERER (HAITI) SHABACH MINISTRY 

MARGARET WEIR - MILITARY MINISTRIES 

RAY BADGERO (MASTER MISSIONS) 

SASH & LUDA VOLYANYK (UKRAINE) - YWAM 

WOMF - WORLD OUTREACH MINISTRY FOUNDATION 

CIRCLE OF LOVE 

ROBERT JACKSON (CHRISTWALK CHURCH OF GOD) 

MPI (MISSION PARTNERS INDIA)CMA  

CHARLEVOIX MINISTERIAL ASSOCATION 

COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY 

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS PROJECT 

EBENEZER SCHOOL 

GOOD SAMARITAN 

GVSU CAMPUS 

JOPPA HOUSE 

KERYX PRISON MINISTRY 

LTB YOUNG LIFE 

LIGHTHOUSE LUNCH 

LOVE INC. 

MANNA  

MOM & TOTS 

NEHEMIAH PROJECT 

PREGNANCY CARE CENTER 

SAFE FAMILIES 

SAFE HAVEN MINISTRIES  

THIRD DAY FELLOWSHIP 

WESTERN SEMINARY 

SPRINGHILL DAY CAMP 
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SAFE FAMLIES FOR CHILDERN 

Founded in 2003, Safe Families for Children is a 

na&onal movement that surrounds families in 

crisis with a caring, compassionate community. 

It is a volunteer-driven nonprofit located in 

more than 70 ci&es across the United States. It 

creates extended family–like supports for 

families through a community of devoted 

volunteers who are mo&vated by faith to keep 

children safe and keep families intact. Safe, 

loving homes are provided where parents may 

voluntarily have their children cared for while 

parents seek to restore stability in their lives. 

Our dedica&on to family support, stabiliza&on, 

and child abuse preven&on is driven by 

responsibility for the well-being of children in 

our communi&es. Safe Families partners with 

churches, local community agencies, and 

volunteer families, as well as government 

organiza&ons in more than fiGeen states. Learn 

more at www.safe-families.org. Safe Families 

for Children in partnership with Bethany 

Chris&an Services has just reached a milestone 

of 10,000 children hosted with over 100 of 

those children being hosted right here in 

Northern Michigan.  We are thankful that we 

have been able to serve the families 

represented by these children and help these 

families in &mes of crisis. 

Safe Families for Children welcomed a new 

program coordinator in 2019. Kaylene Whitaker 

serves as the Safe Families for Children 

Coordinator in partnership with Bethany 

Chris&an Services. She is responsible for 

coordina&ng our Safe Families program for 

Grand Traverse, Charlevoix and Emmet 

coun&es.  Kaylene is thankful for the 

opportunity to serve families in crisis in our 

region by connec&ng them to the support and 

services they need in order to strengthen their 

family. Prior to coming to Bethany, she served 

at two non-profits as a marke&ng and 

communica&ons manager. Kaylene received her 

bachelor’s degree in Psychology from Cedarville 

University and her master’s degree in 

counseling from Dallas Theological Seminary. 

Kaylene also serves on the board of Hope Anew, 

a ministry to families with special needs 

children. 

 To learn more about Safe Families, please 

visit safe-families.org or by calling 231-421-

6494. 
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WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
Submi�ed by Theda Williams  

Save the date: December 2, 2019 at 6:00 p.m.  
Women's Christmas dinner at Grey Gables  

Gra'tude Garland . . . An opportunity for us 

to show our gra&tude to Marcie Woods, by making 

crea&ve individual thank you notes to be gathered 

into a garland. We can use scripture verses she 

quoted, pictures that depict things that touched our 

hearts, or prayers for her. e.g. Evelyn made some 

tags that sparkle, simply depic&ng Marcie's love for 

"bling." If you would like to contribute to this 

garland, and cannot come to the November 18 

event, see Theda or Evelyn DeKorte for supplies. 

Join us on November 18  

7:00 p.m. at Theda's house 13322 Beechwood We'll have several op&ons available: 1. We'll be working on a 

gra&tude garland to send to Marcie Woods for her vulnerability and honesty. or 2. Have some discussion about 

some of the things she shared with us: - Conversion, or becoming a new crea&on, looked different for Marcie 

and for her husband. Is there a way it should look? How does it look in our lives? - When it comes to paren&ng 

and/or grand paren&ng, do we have favorites? Are there some that are difficult to love? How do we feel 

admiPng this? Have any of us had an experience like Marcie did when we told God we were not going to “get 

up off the ground” un&l something changed in us? - Do we believe that marriages can struggle in spite of the 

fact that both par&es have given their lives to Christ? Is forgiveness possible? What does it look like? Is 

restora&on possible? What does it look like? Is it the same for everyone? or 3. Just hang out and have good 

conversa&on with other women. It's your choice!  

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 Name: _____________________________________ Email address:______________________________________  

Number of people attending: _____ Cost: $20.00 Donation towards someone else's dinner: _______________  

Amount enclosed: __________________  

Please join us at Grey Gables restaurant on December 2. We'll gather at 
6:00 for connection and conversation. All women are welcome and will 
enjoy this special evening. You may fill out the form below and turn it into 
the church office. 
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CHILDERN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
"A Big Barrel of Carols" on Sunday, December 8th at 6:00 p.m.   

Christmas is in the air!  The children have already 

begun prac&cing for their Christmas program.  Please 

join us on Wednesday nights from 6-7:30 p.m. and 

Sunday mornings from 10:15-11:15 a.m. to begin 

learning all the songs we will sing!  We will be 

performing "A Big Barrel of Carols" on Sunday, 

December 8th at 6:00 p.m.  Mark your calendars!  If 

you have any ques&ons, please contact Tammy Oliver 

at  86tammysue@gmail.com or Kari Maki at 

karijomaki@gmail.com.  

COMMUNITY  

THANKSGIVING 

The Charlevoix Ministerial Associa&on thanks 

St. Mary of Assump&on Catholic Church for 

graciously agreeing to host this year’s event.  

The commi�ee is once again asking for help 

in providing desserts.  Anyone interested in 

helping may contact Donna at 231-622-2062. 

13th Annual  

Community Thanksgiving Dinner 

Thursday, November 28th, 2019 

Noon - 3 p.m.  
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COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CANTATA 
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It’s the season for baking! 
Over the next few months, there are a varie-

ty of events in need of baked goods. Please 

consider dona�ng baked goods to one or 

more of these ac�vi�es. 
Nov. 16th -  Hunter’s Widow Bazar Bake Sale 

Can be dropped off at the church on Saturday, Nov. 16th 

Nov. 28th -  Desserts for Community Thanksgiving  

Contact Donna at 231-622-2062 for details 

 Dec. 8th - Children's Christmas Program 

Can be dropped off at the church on Sunday, Dec. 8th 

Dec. 14th & 15th - Christmas Cantata 

Can be dropped off at the church on either of those days.  

Join us each Wednesday night un'l November 20th for  family dinner and classes. 

Dinner is served from 5 p.m. - 6 p.m. 

Classes begin at 6:00 p.m.  
Come join the fellowship and fun for all ages! 

· CRC Kids (4 yrs. - 4th grade)  · Junior High Youth Group (5th-8th grade) 

· Open Prayer and Worship · Visual Faith Class 

· Growing Faith Class · Men’s Bible Study  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Sunday, December 1st 

1st Sunday of Advent 

Sunday Service at Community Reformed 
Church 8:30 a.m. & 10:15 a.m. 

Message: to Bring HOPE

Sunday, December 8th 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

Sunday Service at Community Reformed 
Church 8:30 a.m. & 10:15 a.m. 

Message: to Bring PEACE 

Children's Christmas Program at Community 
Reformed Church  6:00 p.m. 

 

Saturday, December 14th 

Community Christmas Cantata at Community 
Reformed Church 6:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday, December 15th 

3rd Sunday of Advent 

Sunday Service at Community Reformed 
Church 8:30 a.m. & 10:15 a.m. 

Message:  to Bring JOY 

Community Christmas Cantata at Community 
Reformed Church 6:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday, December 22nd 

4th Sunday of Advent 

Message: to Bring LOVE 

Tuesday, December 24th  

Christmas Eve Service at Charlevoix Middle/
High School Auditorium 

Time: TBD 

Message: to Bring TRUTH 
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Morning Greeters 

November 17th 

8:30 a.m. Ron & Mary Ann Cox 

10:15 a.m. Dan & Paula Barron 

November 24th 

8:30 a.m. Jim & Sandy Malewitz 

10:15 a.m. Dick & Pam Swenor 

December 1st 

8:30 a.m. Joe & Chris&e Vogelheim 

10:15 a.m. Nathan & Joy Klooster  

December 8th 

8:30 a.m. Chris & Kari Maki 

10:15 a.m. Bud & Judy Boss 

December 15th 

8:30 a.m. John & Dianne Coolman 

10:15 a.m. Scot & Leanne Ackert 

December 22nd 

8:30 a.m. John & Dianne Coolman 

10:15 a.m. Cyndie Lieberman 

December 29th 

8:30 a.m.. Gary & Barb Miller 

10:15 a.m. Joe & Chris&e Vogelheim 

Coffee Hosts 

November 17th 

John & Joyce Brock and Dick & Pam Swenor 

November 24th 

Joe & Chris&e Vogelheim and Jeff & Chris Stevens 

December 1st 

Kim & Karen Bakker and Cyndie Lieberman 

December 8th 

Doug & Sue Bouwense and Mark & Nancy Haveman 

December 15th 

Dave & Donna Swanson  

and Joe & Loraine Niswander 

December 22nd 

Chris & Kari Maki and Sco� & Erin Nickel 

December 29th 

Tom & Evelyn DeKorte 

November & December Hospitality Schedule 

Ushers 

November:  

8:30 a.m. Mike and Judy Wheat  

10:15 a.m. Scot Ackert 

December:  

8:30 a.m. Jeff Ricks and Dennis VanGuilder 

10:15 a.m. Dan Barron 
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Phone: 231-547-9482 

    Fax:  231-547-9598 

Email: 
crcoffice@communityreformed.net 

www.communityreformed.net 

 

Join us for Worship: 

Sunday, 8:30,and 10:15 a.m. 

Nursery: all services 

Sunday School: 10:15 a.m. 
 
 

 


