
FOLLOWING JESUS 
 Submi�ed by Mary Seaman  

I’ve been a follower of Jesus, in some fashion, 

since I could say the word, “Jesus.”  I am 

blessed to have been born to a mother who 

had a strong faith and a commitment to raising 

her children to know Jesus.  God used Helena 

Stevena Skonieczny (confirmed in the Catholic 

church as Mary) to lay the founda(on; God 

made me a “new crea(on.”  Her words, ac(ons, 

wisdom and love directed me to the path of 

Jesus.  Convicted by the Holy Spirit, I chose to 

follow Him.  In my faith journey, I have come to 

understand the difference between knowing 

“about” Jesus and “knowing” Him.  The story of 

the good shepherd became the story of MY 

shepherd. 

While the par(culars of our journeys will be 

different, we all must accept Jesus as our 

Savior, worship and honor Him, and follow His 

ways and commands.  According to “God’s 

Will,” (1Thess. 4:3) each of us is undergoing a 

sanc(fica(on process whereby our sinful 

natures are being transformed as we become 

“imitators” of Christ and instruments of His 

Spirit (Eph. 5:1).  We must surrender our very 

human spirits to His Holy One so the Spirit can 

permeate our being from the inside out, 

“sanc(fying us through and through” (1 Thess. 

5:23).   

 

 

 

 

The Greek word Jesus used for “follow,” 

akoloutheo, means literally “to walk the same 

walk.”  As a child, walking that path meant 

learning right from wrong and loving others like 

Jesus loved.  My moral conscience was being 

developed and, like most immature Chris(ans, I 

thought the more good and pleasing things I 

did, the more Jesus would love me.  By the (me 

I was a teenager and physical images of Jesus 

on Sunday school papers had been replaced 

with the realiza(on that an all seeing, all 

knowing Holy Spirit was present in my life, I 

began to be convicted of my own sinful nature.  

I also realized how li�le I knew of God’s Word; 

ignorance was really like trying to follow Jesus 

in the dark.  I embraced Psalm 119:105, “My 

Word is a lamp to your feet and a light for your 

path.”  As the truth of this one, simple 

metaphor began to sink in, I started including 

God’s Word into my daily rou(ne.  Whenever 

God seemed far away, His Word and prayer 

brought Him back to me. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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CONGRATULATIONS AND BLESSINGS TOCONGRATULATIONS AND BLESSINGS TOCONGRATULATIONS AND BLESSINGS TOCONGRATULATIONS AND BLESSINGS TO::::    

• Ross and Miriam Winters for celebra(ng their 70
th
 wedding anniversary on April 23.  

• Dan Drost and Lori Ivester who were married on April 6. 

• Wally and Karen Wolletz  on the birth of a great granddaughter, Eileen Deanna Fitzgerald on 

May 4. 

• Seth Migda, Tommy Geleff and Anna McClaren on their bap(sms. 

• Ma�hew and Jennifer Simon on the birth of a son, Samuel John Simon. 

• Theda Williams on her re(rement as Worship Director. 

    

SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:    

• Chuck Center and family on the passing of his wife, Trudy. 

• Gary DeYoung and his sister, Charlene Lyzik, on the loss of Charlene’s husband. 

• Barb Anthony and family on the passing of her brother, Darrell Reve�e. 

• Mark and Jana Mueller and family as they mourn the loss of their daughter, Caili.  Jim and Cindy 

Mansen as they grieve the loss of their granddaughter. 

• Bob and Mazie Po�er and family as they grieve the loss and celebrate the life of Mazie’s sister, 

Mary Gregory. 

• (This prayer request was par(ally deleted in the processing of the last newsle�er.)  Ben and 

Leslie Cunningham on the passing of Ben’s brother, Bruce. 

Words seem so empty, but it's the only way we have to express our heartfelt 
thanks to you for your outpouring of love and support at this time.  We know 
in our heads that God is in control and Caili is with Jesus, but our hearts are 
broken and full of sorrow.  Please continue to keep us in your prayers. 

-Mark, Jana, Jason & Jacob Mueller and Jim & Cindy Mansen 
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In 1974 I was in a head-on car accident with my 

Dad.    I was only nine and a half years old at the 

(me.   When I woke up, I was in the intensive 

care unit in Petoskey.   My Dad was also 

seriously injured, with a 50% chance of living.  

He was also in the intensive care unit.  The 

dashboard of the car had crushed my neck, and 

my head had gone through the windshield.   The 

damage to my 

head and neck 

was extensive.   

They revived 

me at 

Charlevoix 

Hospital aHer 

my not being 

able to breath 

for a very long 

(me.  "Steve 

was blue," said 

the Doctor.   

That first year, I 

had no speech, and for the next nine years, I 

breathed through a tube in my neck, called a 

tracheotomy.  During the course of that (me, I 

endured many Opera(ons and Major Surgeries.   

So where did this kid put his Hope?   I put my 

Hope in Jesus!   I cannot explain it, but I knew 

that, aHer having been revived from the dead, 

there was only one place to put my Hope.  Now, 

I Proclaim it! 

This is where the story of my life begins for 

proclaiming the One and Only Hope.   The first 

major surgery leH me without a voice box and 

only half of my larynx  (vocal cords). Psalm 42:5 

says, "Put your Hope in God."   So that is what I 

did.   Years later and another major surgery, the 

doctors told me I might never speak again aHer 

that surgery.   I did not have much of a voice 

anyway, so I said to the doctors, at age 13, “I do 

not care about the voice; I just want to breathe 

through my nose again.”   Romans 8: 24-25 says, 

"For in this hope 

we were saved. 

But hope that is 

seen is no hope 

at all.  Who 

hopes for what 

he already has?  

But if we hope 

for what we do 

not yet have, 

we wait for it 

pa(ently."  

Without 

knowing these 

verses of the Bible at that (me, I got on the 

floor, next to my hospital bed, and prayed to 

Jesus.   My prayer went something like this, 

“Dear Jesus, I don't care if I speak again; I just 

want to breathe normally.”   AHer the surgery,  I 

could s(ll speak with the rough voice that I s(ll 

have today, but I was unable to get rid of the 

tracheotomy tube I was breathing through in 

my neck.   Bummer!   As a young boy, I read the 

Bible.  However, reading was not my forte.   I 

did not like reading, but if I had to read, the 

Bible was it.   Psalm 119 is not a chapter to be 

read by a kid like me.   It was so darn long, the 

PROCLAIMING THE ONE HOPE - JESUS!!! 
Submi�ed by Steven L. Rozema  

(Continued on page 5) 
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FINDING AND FOLLOWING JESUS 
Submi�ed by Jackie Rozema 

For the first twenty-five years of my life, I had no 

idea what it meant to find and follow Jesus 

Christ.  Life for me was, so I thought, joyful 

because it was ALL about Jackie first, objects 

next and you last.  I thought it was a great life!  

At that (me in my life, I wasn’t thinking about 

how selfish I was living—I was just loving life. 

I married very young, only twenty-years-old.  My 

first child, Kate, was born when I was twenty-

four.  Being a new mother, I knew I wanted to be 

in church again.  I wanted to help Kate, and 

eventually Jus(n, to experience Jesus even 

though I had no idea what it meant to follow 

Him.  Today, I know the Holy Spirit was working 

in my heart, calling me/us to Himself.  I know 

people were praying for us!  Praise God for the 

way He works! 

I had a Bible that I had earned, as a kid, from 

memorizing the Books of the Bible, but I rarely 

opened it much less invi(ng the Holy Spirit in to 

experience the (me with me.  By the way, I have 

heard it said that the Bible is the only Book 

whose author is present with you whenever you 

read it – how cool is that!!!  I had different 

church experiences, but un(l I was about thirty-

three and going through a difficult (me in life, I 

did not understand about a rela(onship with 

Jesus – a walking with Jesus – trus(ng Jesus with 

my life.  Around that (me, Kate, Jus(n and I 

started coming to CRC; they took us in, loved us, 

guided us—they were, and con(nue to be the 

hands and feet of Jesus Christ to us. 

Over the past thirty-three years of my life, I have 

come to learn and con(nue to learn Who Jesus 

is.  I love Who He is – what He stands for – what 

He has done for you and me and con(nues to do 

for you and me.  I love being in His Word and 

invi(ng His Word to come alive in me. 

For years, I have prayed for God to give me a 

hungering and thirs(ng to be in His Word.  I pray 

for Him to give me a teachable spirit that wants 

to be taught by Him through His Word – His 

people – His crea(on, however He chooses.  

When I “ call upon Him” (Jeremiah 33:3), He does 

answer me, and He “shows me great and 

unsearchable things” as He chooses (Romans 

11:33-36 through Romans 12:2). Also, Colossians 

2:6-10:  “As you, therefore, have received Christ 

Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him….”  I  have so 

much to learn and I am thankful Jesus is willing 

to teach you and me! 

I could go on and on about my walk with Jesus—

there is no other walk like it!  Life without Christ 

is no life at all. 

Thank you, CRC, for your part in helping me to 

find and follow Jesus. You have helped to cause a 

longing in me to want (with God’s help) to help 

all people find and follow Jesus!  How blessed 

are we that Jesus invites us to follow Him—thank 

You, Precious Jesus! 

God Bless you, 

Jackie Rozema 



Page 5 In Touch with Community 

PROCLAIMING THE ONE HOPE - JESUS!!! (con�nued from page 3) 

biggest chapter in the whole Bible. But this is 

what verse 74 says,  "May those who fear You 

rejoice when they see me, for I have put my 

Hope in your Word."   I Believed in God's Word.   

I put my Trust in it.   During the past twenty-six 

years, God has given me the task of distribu(ng, 

to the people of India in many different 

languages, The Bible (His Holy Inspired Word).  I 

call His Word, His Love Le�er to us. 

Throughout high school, I ran on the track team, 

breathing through the hole in my neck.   It was 

not easy, but I was determined.   At age 

nineteen, the tube in my neck was removed, and 

I could breathe normally with three-fourths of a 

normal airway.   Not perfect, but adequate.   

Heb. 6:19 says, "We have this Hope as an Anchor 

for the soul, firm and secure."   Let me make this 

clear.   If you have No Hope, you’re finished 

before you even get started. 

Eight years ago, I had a follow-up appointment 

with a throat surgeon.   He went down my throat 

with a camera that projected onto a large screen 

television.   He was amazed to see that I had No 

Vocal Cords leH.   The par(al Vocal Cords I had 

leH as a young man, aHer all my surgeries, had 

atrophied into nothing.   So how was it possible 

for Steve to speak?   They scheduled me for a 

surgery, where they could take a closer in-depth 

look and confirm their findings.   It was true; No 

Vocal Cords existed!  What is medically and 

technically impossible with man, is possible with 

God.   No vocal cords, no voice box, means no 

speech. But God gave me a voice.  It is a miracle!   

It is unexplainable.   It is true!   Heb. 11:1 says, 

"Now Faith is being sure of what we Hope for, 

and certain of what we do not see."   I am 

heading toward an age of fiHy-six years young.   

God, our Father, has been helping me To 

Proclaim The One Hope in India, here in the 

U.S.A., and throughout the World.   I cannot be 

quieted.   I cannot stop using the Voice God gave 

to me.   I cannot stop Proclaiming The One Hope 

that we all have.   THAT HOPE IS JESUS!!! 

This is my Prayer for you: “ Lord Jesus, give your 

kids a Tes(mony wherever they are, wherever 

they go, whatever they do:  to proclaim the Hope 

they have in Jesus with others, so that others 

may have HOPE and follow You!  Amen.” 
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Growing up, I always liked the story of Mary and 

Martha, since I have a younger sister by that 

name.  I knew the details of the story and used 

them for my own purposes.  I would smugly 

point out to my sister that Jesus rebuked Martha 

for being “worried and upset.”  Boldly, Martha 

said to Jesus, “Tell her (Mary) to help me!” (Luke 

40-41) Years later, a study of that por(on of 

scripture revealed that Jesus wasn’t rebuking 

Martha for preparing and serving the meal, and 

He certainly wasn’t saying that Mary was a be�er 

person.  His point was that there is a (me to be a 

“doer” and a (me to be a “listener.”  Spending 

(me with Jesus should always be our number 

one priority.  Living this truth in my faith journey 

has always been a balancing act and, either way 

the scale has (pped, I always end up feeling 

guilty.   

Jesus said, “There is no command greater than to 

love God and our neighbor” (Mark 21:31).  

No(ce who comes first.  My accomplishments 

will never buy me a (cket to Heaven.  

Par(cipa(ng in three bible studies won’t either.  

Someone who rises each day with a prayer of 

praise and takes (me to really listen to a friend 

or neighbor may bring God more glory than all of 

our busyness.  Achieving a balance between 

seeking to know God and helping others really 

depends on discernment, and discernment 

comes from the voice of the Holy Spirit, once we 

have surrendered our will to His.   

Priscilla Shirer in her bible study, Discerning the 

Voice of God, says, “Surrender.  That’s the key.  

Orient yourself toward a posture of obedience—

up front!—that’s how the door flings open for 

His voice to be heard and His will to be 

accomplished” (p. 13).  Growing up the middle 

child and having a strong-willed, independent 

personality, I was either compe(ng with my two 

older brothers (wearing cowboy boots and with 

cap-gun pistols loaded) or being the “li�le 

mother” to my two younger sisters.  My mother 

trusted me; oHen(mes, I was the “adult” in the 

room.  I excelled academically (gradua(ng a year 

early), rarely was sick, and became a wage 

earner at the age of twelve.  I never really leaned 

on anyone, so surrender wasn’t part of my 

vocabulary.  I believed in God, prayed to Him, 

was mo(vated to help others, but rarely fell into 

a role of dependency.  Un(l… 

My mother died of cancer; my sister was killed in 

an auto crash; my brother-in-law commi�ed 

suicide: I miscarried three babies: my dad died of 

cancer; my son was diagnosed with au(sm; I 

spent several months in bed, then, gave birth to 

a seven month preemie —all by the (me I was 

thirty-five!  I surrender…  The scars were barely 

healed before I felt the lash of the next whipping.  

With each blow, I became more broken inside.  

FOLLOWING JESUS by Mary Seaman (con�nued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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FOLLOWING JESUS by Mary Seaman (con�nued from page 6) 

Why?  Why?  WHY?  No answer.  For over a 

decade, I would just feel the wounds beginning 

to heal when, once again, I felt forsaken, 

punished, and confused.  I felt a real kinship and 

empathy with Elie Wiesel, a renown Holocaust 

survivor, who said in an interview,  “The first 

thing we did aHer being liberated from Auswitch 

was pray.”  Startled, Oprah looked up, “Pray?”  

“Yes,” Elie said,  “We didn’t know what else to 

do.  There was nothing leH but God.”  When 

there was nothing else I could do, I also turned 

to God.  And through my suffering, I didn’t find 

God; He found me.  God can and does use our 

circumstances to draw us closer to Him and gives 

us what we so oHen pray for—discernment.  

It is only in hindsight that I can clearly see that 

God was there through my losses, my pain, my 

suffering.  (That’s another whole chapter!)  

When we desperately cling to the flimsiest 

thread of His garment, He feels the tug and 

gently, slowly pulls us close so the binding (e 

won’t break.  He reinforces that single thread—

again, and again, and again, securing us in His life

-giving grip.  Almost thirty years later, when I 

almost died of Clostridium difficile, I was amazed 

by the worry, concern and anxiety of those who 

love me.  During that episode, I felt God’s 

presence in a very palpable way.  I didn’t have 

the energy to converse with visitors for more 

than a few minutes a day, so I spent my (me 

talking with God in my head.  While I was 

physically ravaged, my faith never felt stronger.  

My history of surrendering to God had for(fied 

me; I knew that I could trust Him.  Today, I claim 

the Good Shepherd as My Shepherd.  I am 

dependent on Him and I follow Him.  He restores 

me, guides me, takes away my fears, comforts 

me, and loves me.  I will live in His House forever. 

MUELLER FAMILY FUNDRAISER 
 

A huge “thank you” to EVERYONE! We raised $6945 at the fundraiser breakfast for the Caili Mueller 

family.  I am super blessed and thankful for all of your help: from giving of yourselves, dona(ng food, 

serving, and cleaning up, to praying for a good turn out—dona(ng in any way that you could. It just 

melts my heart that we raised that much. We live in such an amazing community.    

This all started with my wan(ng to help out in some way, but I didn’t have any extra money. I thought 

we would do a small breakfast to raise a li�le money, but we were very blessed.  Thank you ALL again 

so very much. It wouldn’t have been possible without all of YOU.   

-Mary Rose Johnson 
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CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2019 

(Continued on page 9) 

JAIDYN BROOKS 
PARENTS: MELISSA & JON PURDY AND RYAN & ALLYSSA 
BROOKS 

SCHOOL: CHARLEVOIX HIGH SCHOOL 

ACTIVITIES: BAND, PERFORMING ARTS, CROSS COUNTRY 

SUMMER & FALL PLANS: DURING THE SUMMER, JAIDYN 
WILL WORK AT KILWINS AND THEN ATTEND CENTRAL 
MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY IN THE FALL TO PURSUE A DEGREE 
IN FINANCIAL ADVISING. 

LEVI CARSON 
PARENTS: MABLE CARSON AND BRIAN CARSON 

SCHOOL: CHARLEVOIX HIGH SCHOOL 

ACTIVITIES: TRACK, WRESTLING, FOOTBALL, PAST CLASS 
PRESIDENT AND ACTIVE IN MISSION TRIPS WITH CRC.  

SUMMER & FALL PLANS: IN THE FALL, LEVI WILL BE 
ATTENDING NMC IN TRAVERSE CITY. ON JUNE 20, HE WILL 
BE SHIPPED OUT FOR HIS AIT FOR THE NATIONAL GUARD.  
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JULIA IVESTER 
PARENTS:  LORI & DAN DROST AND MATT IVESTER 

SCHOOL: CHARLEVOIX HIGH SCHOOL 

ACTIVITIES: CONCERT BAND, MARCHING BAND, PERFORMING ARTS  

SUMMER & FALL PLANS: THIS SUMMER, JULIA WILL WORK AT THE 
LANDINGS RESTAURANT . JULIA WILL ATTEND CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
UNIVERSITY IN THE FALL TO PURSUE A DEGREE IN EDUCATION. 

CAROLINE JAREMA 
PARENTS: JOHN & KRISTA JAREMA 

SCHOOL: CHARLEVOIX HIGH SCHOOL 

ACTIVITIES: VOLLEYBALL, SOCCER, JUNIOR MAIN STREET, 
NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY 

SUMMER & FALL PLANS: CAROLINE WILL BE ATTENDING GRAND 
VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY IN THE FALL TO PURSUE A DEGREE IN 
THE MEDICAL FIELD.  

JASON MUELLER 
PARENTS: MARK & JANA MUELLER 

SCHOOL: CHARLEVOIX HIGH SCHOOL 

ACTIVITIES: BASKETBALL, FOOTBALL, TRACK  

SUMMER & FALL PLANS: UNDECIDED AT THIS TIME  

(Continued on page 10) 
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THOMAS RUDOLPH 
PARENTS: TABITHIA RUDOLPH AND TIM RUDOLPH 

SCHOOL: CHARLEVOIX HIGH SCHOOL 

ACTIVITIES: FOOTBALL, TRACK, JUNIOR MAIN STREET, 
YEARBOOK 

SUMMER & FALL PLANS: THIS SUMMER, THOMAS WILL 
WORK AT THE BELVEDERE CLUB. THIS FALL, THOMAS WILL 
BE ATTENDING CENTRAL MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY.  

ANA SMITH 
PARENTS: TERRY & JULIE SMITH 

SCHOOL: CHARLEVOIX HIGH SCHOOL 

ACTIVITIES: CROSS COUNTRY, TRACK, BAND 

SUMMER & FALL PLANS: UNDECIDED 

TYLER WAY 
PARENTS: SCOTT & ANGIE WAY 

SCHOOL: CHARLEVOIX HIGH SCHOOL 

ACTIVITIES: BROADCASTING, LEAD EDITOR IN BROADCASTING 
SENIOR YEAR, MECHATRONICS 

SUMMER & FALL PLANS: THIS SUMMER, TYLER WILL WORK HIS 
SECOND SUMMER AT SKYDIVE CHARLEVOIX. THIS FALL, TYLER 
WILL ATTEND NCMC, WORKING TOWARDS A DEGREE IN 
COMPUTER SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT AND PROGRAMING.  

(Continued on page 11) 
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SHAWN NALEVAYKO 
PARENT: TAMMY NALEVAYKO 

SCHOOL: TRAVERSE CITY HIGH SCHOOL 

ACTIVITIES: DRAMA, DANCE, MUSIC CLUB, YOUNG 
AMERICANS WORKSHOP, YOUNG LIFE 

SUMMER & FALL PLANS: DURING THE SUMMER, SHAWN 
WILL SPEND TIME WITH FAMILY AND WORK. THIS FALL, 
SHAWN WILL BE MARRYING HIS FIANCÉ MORGAN AND 
ATTEND SCHOOL.  

MORGAN BARNES (NALEVAYKO) 
PARENTS: NEILA & SOLON BARNES 

       TAMMY NALEVAYKO (FUTURE MOTHER-IN-LAW)  

SCHOOL: TRAVERSE CITY HIGH SCHOOL 

ACTIVITIES: DRAMA, DANCE, MUSIC CLUB, BOOK CLUB, 
HUMANE SOCIETY VOLUNTEER 

SUMMER & FALL PLANS: DURING THE SUMMER,  MORGAN 
WILL SPEND TIME WITH FAMILY AND WORK. THIS FALL, 
MORGAN WILL BE MARRYING HER FIANCÉ SHAWN AND 
PURSUE A DEGREE IN TEACHING.  



MARCH CONSISTORY NEWS HIGHLIGHTS 

• Pastor Chip shared that Mike Byrd has expressed interest in becoming a “Commissioned Pastor.”  

He asked Consistory to be in prayer for Mike during this (me of discernment. 

• Consistory discussed the use of “The House” by Tim Salmonson to house an intern for the summer 

of 2019.  The Execu(ve Team had recommended allowing the rental of the House for six weeks.  

Consistory voted to approve the recommenda(on.  The Execu(ve Team also recommended that 

the Building and Grounds Team make decisions on the use of church property. 

• A short discussion took place about the Accountable Leadership Model.  Consistory broke into 

small groups and answered the following ques(ons: 

1) What is the most important ques(on we need to address?                                 

2) What are you most concerned about? 

3) What do you hope for the outcome of our mee(ng today? 

      Discussion followed.  Consistory decided to ask Tom Elenbaas if he would be available to answer                       

 ques(ons on a video conference.   

• Pastor Chip gave an update from the Execu(ve Team on the process of filling the Worship Director 

posi(on. 

• Aaron Wiers gave a financial report and also shared ways to be�er communicate to the 

congrega(on on (thes and offerings. 

• Reports:  Commi�ee reports were reviewed.  Joel reported on the cost to repair the bell tower 

compared to the cost of its removal.  Pastor Chip reported on the recent Classis mee(ng. 

• Those on commi�ees or teams were reminded to relay informa(on to the “In Touch” newsle�er 

Communica(ons Team so the congrega(on can receive informa(on. 

APRIL CONSISTORY NEWS HIGHLIGHTS 

• Consistory par(cipated in a Zoom mee(ng with Tom Elenbaas to discuss ques(ons pertaining to 

the Accountable Leadership Model. 

• A discussion regarding the Model took place.  Consistory approved stepping into inves(ga(ng this 

Model over the course of the next two years with the help of Tom Elenbaas for up to $3000 for 

that (me period.  First steps will likely include the forma(on of a Governance Team to develop 

Consistory policy documents and a Communica(ons Team to ensure that the congrega(on is kept 

“in the loop” during this process. 

(Continued on page 13) 
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CONSISTORY NEWS HIGHLIGHTS 
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• Ethan Morrical and Ted Polleys gave a brief update on the Growing Young process and asked for a 

(me extension un(l the May Consistory Mee(ng to share their current findings. 

• Worship in the World will take place on May 19th with an 8:30 a.m. service followed by people 

going out to serve.   

• Tammy Oliver updated Consistory on the change in dates for SpringHill Day Camp.  Camp will now 

take place at CRC, June 17 through 21.  The change is in response to the extension of the 

Charlevoix Public Schools calendar year by three days because of snow days. 

       (Highlights taken from Consistory Minutes provided by Pastor Chip) 

CONSISTORY NEWS HIGHLIGHTS 

2018 / 2019 has been a year of Praising God for 

all the Triumphs through a year of 

unprecedented obstacles in this Ministry.   All of 

our Orphan Children were sick with Malaria.   

Many of the Orphans were cri(cally ill.   All are 

well now.   Praise The Lord! One of our pastors 

nearly died several (mes, and lives.   Our God 

Heals!    Our Bible distribu(on program looked 

like it was losing ground.   Through a generous 

dona(on and faith in our program, 5,000 Bibles 

will be distributed over the next three years.   

Our Father in Heaven has Blessed this part of our 

Ministry for twenty-six years.   His Word Is Life!   

Persecu(on of the Church has been rampant 

throughout India, but Our Churches in Christ 

Jesus are thriving, ac(ve, and filled with the Holy 

Spirit.   Our God Is Great!   Filled with boldness, 

people are proclaiming the Word of God.   Young 

People share their Tes(mony, without fear, in a 

Hindu land.   Our God Is God!   This is what many 

former Hindus have proclaimed.   His Name Is 

Jesus!   Thank you, Jesus, for leaving your 

Majesty to Save your Crea(on.   Your Name is 

above all names in Heaven and on Earth!   Thank 

You for becoming like the ones you created, so 

that we could be Saved.   Our God Saves! 

Thank you, Community Reformed Church, for all 

your support.   Please con(nue to Pray for our 

Ministry in Jesus’ Mighty Name.   Praise The 

Lord, and live into the good life God has called 

you into with Hope.   Thank you, for helping me 

to Proclaim The One Hope to those living in 

India. God Bless Our Community Reformed 

Church! 

WORD OF GOD FOR ASIA UPDATE 
Submi�ed by Steve Rozema 
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Safe Haven con(nues to amaze.  We served over twenty-five men this 

season in our Night Light Shelter.  It’s been an interes(ng year with 

the gentlemen that were ministered to.  A couple found jobs and new 

places to call their home.  When we closed, there were s(ll a couple 

of men who had no place to call home.   

We are very grateful for all the people who brought in meals through 

the season.  Homemade meals were a real treat and much needed.  

We are very grateful for all the volunteers who gave of their (me and energy to support this ministry.  

We have been in opera(on for five years.   

The Breakfast Club celebrated it seventh year in opera(on.  Looking back over past years, our first year 

we averaged twenty-eight meals a day while, this year, we are averaging over one hundred.  The best 

quote of the year was: “I don’t feel poor when I come here.”  Another hug and “thank you” to 

everyone who has given of his/her (me, talent and resources to make this ministry happen! 

Games and Grub will begin again on July 3.  We will be looking for packers, grillers, servers, and game 

players.  We will be heading to Lake Harbor Apartments every Wednesday at 11:00 a.m.  Then, at 

12:15 we will head to Pine Cove apartments and pack everything up at 1:15 p.m.  Tuesday nights, we 

will be packing grocery bags full of food for the children.  Last year, we packed forty bags each week.  

Watch for ways to sign up and help reach these children during the summer months. 

SAFE HAVEN MINISTRIES UPDATE 
Submi�ed by Jan Boss 
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Pastor Theda Williams is re(ring from her role as 

our worship director on June 1st.  Theda started in 

this role in May of 2007 (12 years!).  Over the 

course of this (me, she became a commissioned 

pastor and her role added leadership and crea(ve 

arts.  She has done an outstanding job of leading us 

in worship, developing worship teams, and 

encouraging crea(vity all along the way.  Her 

consistency, crea(vity, and sense of humor have 

been such a helpful part of our staff and the teams 

she leads.  There is no more difficult job than 

overseeing worship in the life of a church and she 

has done so with humility, gentleness, and 

courage.  She will be missed in this role, but we are 

excited to see what's next for her including (me 

with her grandchildren and poten(ally staying 

involved at CRC in a different capacity.  Please pray 

for her and CRC as we walk through this transi(on.  

     

THANK YOU, THEDA 
Submi�ed by Chip Sauer 

KARI’S CLOSET UPDATE 
Submi�ed by Ember Wi�hoeH 

Kari’s Closet is in need of volunteers that are willing to work on Tuesdays 

or Thursdays from 4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Volunteers organize and sort 

clothes. They also help families find items in the Closet. Volunteers that 

are friendly, helpful hearted, and good listeners are appreciated. Please 

consider helping this special area of ministry. For more informa(on 

please contact Ember Wi�hoeH at 231-675-6627. 
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Kevin wiped a tear from his eye as he held out a slip of paper for my wife, Cari, to read.  He knew Cari 

and I were praying for our daughter to return to faith in Jesus.  “This note was found in my mother’s 

Bible aHer her death, and I hope it encourages you,” he said.  At the top of the note were the words,  

“For my son, Kevin.”  Below them was a prayer for his salva(on. 

“I carry this with me in my own Bible today,” Kevin explained.  “My mother prayed for my salva(on for 

more than thirty-five years.  I was far away from God, and I’m a believer now.”  He looked intently at us 

and smiled through his tears:  “Never give up praying for your daughter—no ma�er how long it takes.” 

His words of encouragement made me think of the introduc(on to a story Jesus told about prayer in 

the gospel of Luke.  Luke begins with the words,  “Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them 

that they should always pray and not give up”  (Luke 18:1). 

In the story, Jesus contrasts an “unjust judge” (v.6) who answers a request merely because he doesn’t 

want to be further bothered, with a perfect heavenly Father who cares deeply for us and wants us to 

come to Him.  We can be encouraged whenever we pray to know that God hears and welcomes our 

prayers. 

Abba, Father, thank You that no request is too large or too small for You.  Help me to pray faithfully 

for those who do not yet know You!  (Our Daily Bread, 5/2/19) 

 

Nuggets of wisdom from Focus on the Family (radio): 

You (the parent) are significant; God is sovereign.  You partner with Him. 

He doesn’t expect you to do everything right.  God gets everything right.  He guides you.  It’s not your 

job to write your child’s story.  Surrender that to God.  Best paren(ng is through prayer.  When you 

pray, say,  “Lord, help your son/daughter,” not “my son/daughter.”   

“Our example can have more impact on our children than our words.  So much of what my parents 

passed on to me was caught, not just taught.” (Anne Graham Lotz) 

PRAYING THE DISTANCE—By James Banks 

Many parents and grandparents are praying for children in their lives who either have not 

received Jesus as their savior or, know Him, but have decided not to follow Him.  I thought this 

devo*onal would provide some encouragement to all of you who have been praying. 

-Mary Seaman 
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FOLLOW ME:  A CALL TO DIE, A CALL TO LIVE—By David Pla; 

What did you leave behind when you chose to follow Jesus?  A drama(c, life-changing encounter with 

Christ might provide an obvious answer, but what about those who have been immersed in a Chris(an 

culture all their lives?  Pla� believes we need an authen(c encounter with the person of Jesus Christ, 

who He is, what that means, and to count the cost of truly following Him. 

FAITH AND DOUBT—By John Ortberg 

We oHen think of doubt as the opposite of faith, but could it actually strengthen our rela(onship with 

God?  According to Ortberg, the very nature of faith requires the presence of uncertainty, and 

uncertainty can lead to trust. 

IRRESISTIBLE REVOLUTION:  LIVING AS AN ORDINARY RADICAL—By Shane Claiborne 

This author explores a search for real and true Chris(ans.  From Wall Street, to the ghe�os of America, 

slums of Iraq and orphanages in Calcu�a, Claiborne takes the reader on a journey through the social 

injus(ces and ungodly principles of the world and the Chris(an church today.   

ADDITIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS: 

THE SPIRIT OF THE DISCIPLINES—By Dallas Willard 

CELEBRATION OF DISCIPLINE—By Richard Foster 

MERE CHRISTIANITY—By C. S. Lewis 

 

Willard, Foster and Lewis have wri�en incredibly helpful books that have stood the test of (me.  They 

are more in-depth, but they are worth the effort. 

Submi�ed by Pastor Chip Sauer  

Worship in the World 

Sunday, May 19th 
One service at 8:30 a.m.  

Gather to be dismissed for service projects at 9:45 a.m.  
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SpringHill Day Camp 

SpringHill Day Camp will be held June 17th - 21st and 

registra(on is open! The camp includes small group 

Bible teaching, high-energy large group sessions, and 

adventure ac(vi(es such as archery, bungee trampoline, camp songs, climbing wall, craHs, & more. 

They welcome campers grades K-5! If you would like more informa(on, please contact Tammy Oliver at 

231-547-9482. 

SpringHill Scholarships 

Each year we look to the congrega(on for dona(ons to help provide scholarships to students for 

SpringHill Day Camp. The cost of a full scholarship is $200. Full or par(al scholarship dona(ons are 

greatly appreciated. Last year over HALF of the students who a�ended received a par(al or full 

scholarship. Scholarship envelopes can be picked up and turned in at the Informa(on Center. 

SpringHill Camp Volunteers  

We are busy making plans for SpringHill Day camp. We are looking for the following volunteers. If you 

or your small group would like to help in any of these areas, please contact Tammy Oliver at 231-547-

9482.  

• COUNSELOR IN TRAINING (CIT) 

• HOST HOME 

• LUNCH PREP VOLUNTEER 

• REGRISTRATION 

• TUESDAY/THURSDAY GATHERING HOSTS 

 

Young Life Camp 

Charlevoix Young Life is going to Timber Wolf Lake 

Camp!  During this week at Timber Wolf Lake, you 

will experience a week full of fun, friends and 

adventure. Every day is packed with an incredible 

program of recrea(on, music, entertainment and compe((ons.  Every night culminates with the 

biggest Young Life Club you have ever seen, with some of the best speakers from around the country. 

We promise it will be the "best week of your life!" This camp is for high school students who have 

completed 9th—12th grade. Charlevoix Young Life wants to make sure that the cost of the camp is not 

a deciding factor for a�ending. We want you to go, period! There will be various fundraising 

opportuni(es and scholarship funds available. Camp will be June 19 - 24, 2019.  

SUMMER CAMPS!  
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Morning Greeters 
JUNE 

2nd  8:30 a.m. Carolyn Klooster  

 10:30 a.m. Jim & Cindy Mansen  

9th  8:30 a.m. Dan & Barb Anthony  

 10:30 a.m. John & Elaine Kurtz  

16th 8:30 a.m. Eloise Klooster  

 10:30 a.m. Tom & Evelyn DeKorte  

23rd  8:30 a.m. John & Joyce Brock  

 10:30 a.m. Jeff & Pat Ricks  

30th  8:30 a.m. Garry & Barb Miller  

 10:30 a.m. Aaron & Candice Wiers  

JULY 

7th  8:30 a.m. Linda Boss  

 10:30 a.m. Doug & Leslie Nitchman 

14th  8:30 a.m. Barney & Kris Way  

 10:30 a.m. Chris & Kari Maki  

21st  8:30 a.m. Eloise Klooster  

 10:30 a.m. Mike and Claudia Bost  

28th  8:30 a.m. Ken & Myrna Boss  

 10:30 a.m. Doug & Leslie Nitchman  

 

Coffee Hosts 
JUNE 

2nd  Roger & Chele Cyr  

 Todd & Leah Olson 

9th  Rebecca Berg  

 Ma� & Lauren Wertman 

16th  Available  
23rd  Sue Barnard 

 Luther & Mary Kurtz  

30th  Richard & Janet May  

 Available  
JULY 

7th   Lew & Karen Campbell  

 Gordie & Sharon Russell  

14th  Gary & Kay Anderson 

 Terry & Julie Smith  

21st  Mike & Claudia Bost 

 Nathan & Joy Klooster  

28th  Ed & Marlene Evans 

 Tom & Luan Jackson    

June - July Hospitality Schedule 

MonthMonthMonthMonth    8:30 a.m. Service8:30 a.m. Service8:30 a.m. Service8:30 a.m. Service    10:30 a.m. Service10:30 a.m. Service10:30 a.m. Service10:30 a.m. Service    

JuneJuneJuneJune    

  

Ken Boss Ben Cunningham 

Wayne Boss Traver Wood 

JulyJulyJulyJuly    

  

Nate Klooster Bud Boss 

Tim McClure Tom DeKorte 

Ushers 
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Phone: 231-547-9482 

    Fax:  231-547-9598 

Email: 
crcoffice@communityreformed.net 

www.communityreformed.net 

 

Join us for Worship: 

Sunday, 8:30,and 10:15 a.m. 

Nursery: all services 

Sunday School: 10:15 a.m. 
 
 

 


