January - February 2017

One Naon Under God: A Time for Healing
Let us welcome 2017 with hopeful hearts—a
new year and a new president! With the help
of twenty-four hour news and social media, the
campaign saturated our existence.
Unfortunately, it was also the most divisive
poli#cal climate since the Vietnam War. I was
astounded by the hateful, nega#ve statements
made in casual conversa#ons and on Facebook
as many people unfriended one another over
diﬀerences of opinion. I stay away
from poli#cal debates because I,
#1, am not an expert on global
problems, #2, I’ve never served in a
government posi#on, and #3, I am
a people pleaser and hate conﬂicts.
I’m not proud of my weak deba#ng
skills, but I am proud that I treat
people the way I want to be
treated. I’ve learned from my own family that
lifelong bonds can be permanently harmed by
too many heated exchanges about poli#cs and,
sadly, religion. There can be civil dialogue on
these topics, but as some wise person once
pointed out, God gave us one mouth and two
ears for a reason. We need to listen be0er,
people! Our opinions are formed by our life
experiences, which can vastly diﬀer from one
person to the next. Understanding can only
happen if we truly listen to another person’s
perspec#ve.

Another wise person, Jan Boss, shared a point
in her children’s message years ago that has
always stuck with me. She illustrated to the
children the power of words by comparing it to
toothpaste. Once it’s squeezed out, it’s pre0y
near impossible to put it back into the tube.
When people allow their emo#ons to escalate
and they throw insults at a dear friend or
rela#ve, those rela#onships are
aﬀected. It’s harder to reclaim a bond
that’s been broken than it is to prac#ce
restraint and keep things civil.
We know as Chris#ans that we aren’t
here to worship our president. We are
supposed to respect authority, but our
calling from God is higher. We each
have opportuni#es to be Christ in this broken
world, which is more likely to so9en a heart
than any poli#cal rant will. It’s okay to be
passionate about issues that we feel ma0er to
the Lord, but rela#onships on a personal level
ma0er to him too. Perhaps we can all start
2017 with a fresh perspec#ve and goals to be
more posi#ve disciples.
Submi0ed by Tanya Whitley
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Submitted by Mary Seaman

CONGRATULATIONS AND BLESSINGS TO:
 Chris and Kari Jo Maki on the baptism of their daughter, Ailyn Jo.
 Ryan and Kati (Swenor) Rafacz on the birth of their daughter, Maisy Jean, on December 26th. Proud
grandparents are Dick and Pam Swenor.

SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:








Dianne Penfold on the passing of her husband, Richard Sayward.
The Ward family on the passing of Frances Ward.
Tom and Evelyn DeKorte on the passing of Tom’s brother, Jim.
Roger Nesburg and family on the passing of his wife, Annette.
Family and friends of Kayla Clark.
DeKorte, Mays and DeHollander families at the passing of Nancy DeHollander.
Carolyn Batdorff and family at the passing of Delbert on January 10th.

Please pray and send words of encouragement to our Military Men and Women.



Danielle Merrill/AIC (US Air Force)- PSC 41 Box 4577, APO
AE 09464 Lackenheath, England (10/20)

L.Cpl. Keie, Christopher D. (US Marines) MACS TAOC Radar
Unit 37215, FPO AP 96372-7215. (sta#oned in Okinawa,
Japan) (1/10)





Captain Kyle Leese (Army Na#onal Guard) - 752 Lake
Drive, Kalkaska, MI 49646 (10/3)

LCpl Bo0omley, Johno J (US Marines) 2nd BN 4th MAR, 1st
MARDIV 555493, Camp Pendleton, CA, 92055 (12/13)





BMCM (SW/CM) Garre0 Miller (US Navy) - USS IWO JIMA
LHD7, Deck Dept., FPO AA 34094-1664

SN Po0er, Andrew (U.S. Navy) 440 Roberts Ave, PMB
#1912, Pensacola, FL 32511-5151 (8/3)





FC Nu0all, Logan D (U. S. Navy) - UFS Monterey CG61,
Unit 100265, FPO AE 09578 (deployed in the Gulf of Aden)
(4/22)

PFC Rachael (Nu0all) Davis (US Army), 139 Man O War Dr.,
Oak Grove, KY 42262



Sgt. Myles Kerr (US Marines) 26882 Calle Real, Capo
Beach, CA 92624



Commander Russell John Coolman (US Navy) - 7079 Pecan
Chase, Frisco, TX 75034 (03/04)



Cameron G. Canupp (US Air Force) - 551 Sturmthal St,
Edwards, CA 93523 (6/21)



David R. Merrill/AIC (US Air Force)- PSC 41 Box 4577, APO
AE 09464 Lackenheath, England (9/13)



Please call the church oﬃce with contact informa#on for your
loved one serving in the military. Numbers in parentheses
indicate their birthdate. Please consider sending birthday cards
(white envelopes, nothing on outside except addresses).
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The Blessed Hope
Submitted by Sarah Polleys

Each day I think that parenting has reached a new level, and then the next day comes
and it gets even harder (We currently just advanced to Level 7,459.) This past autumn
was particularly tricky with the election barging into our house through television ads,
the Internet, survey calls, and mail… lots of mail. But, as hard as we tried to filter it for
our children, there was one avenue I foolishly didn’t consider: the playground. I had
forgotten how recess is the perfect time not only to catch up on who’s friends with
whom, but also “Who are your parents voting for?” and “If so-and-so wins, then we have
to move to Canada,” and one quote so hurtful that I can’t bring myself to type it here.
My husband and I hadn’t taken account of the fact that our daughter would be ‘learning’
about the candidates on the playground, so we had lots of correcting, redirecting,
comforting, and reassuring to do. More than once.
So, how do we as parents talk to our children now that the election is over? How do we
answer the question, “Mom, who are we for?” Or, “Dad, what’s going to happen now?”
One of my favorite writers, Kristen Welch, had an excellent blog post about how to
answer that and I am going to do my best to put it into my own words, so it can fit into
this newsletter!
First, we are for God and we are for all of His people. He is in control. He knew how the
election was going to end before it even started. Even if you are uneasy about what is
happening, God can somehow use everything for His good, because He loves us.
Second, love will always win. It is never right to hate or be hateful toward others, even if
we disagree on things. It is our purpose to love all and show God’s love to all, not just
(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

with people who think the same as we do. Third, prayer is our answer for when we
feel hopeless, frightened or anxious. If we are worried for our country’s future, we
need to pray and ask God about how we can best live into the future that He wants
for us. Prayer can bring us the hope that this world cannot. Jesus is The Blessed
Hope; one day, He will be back to fix all the wrong and we will live with Him forever.
On the night of the election, our daughter was very uneasy and was having a hard
time falling asleep because she just needed to know who was going to win. Anxiety
filled her mind as she thought about what would happen the next morning. So we
prayed. We prayed that God will be with the person who won and that He would
guide our new president and help him or her make the right decisions so that our
country can be safe and happy. We prayed for God to calm our fears and to remind
us He is the only one who can bring us true comfort and security. Until that night, I
had never specifically prayed for the president, and let me tell you, it was comforting.
It did bring hope into my daughter’s bedroom, and she was able to fall asleep.
---Submitted by Sarah Polleys
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Victory over the Darkness by Neil T. Anderson
Submi0ed by Kathy Mar#nchek
Welcome to 2017, a new year that provides opportuni#es to let go of past things/choices that
are holding you from becoming who God designed you to be. The #ming couldn’t be any
be0er for us to start fresh.
Are you in bondage to sin? Are you growing in your faith? Are you praying daily? And are you
in the Word? Do you know who you are in Christ? Or, what it means to be a child of God?
This book is a journey…an opportunity to discover that God has a plan for your life and how
you can walk in that faith-ﬁlled plan.
So many of us have lost hope. We’ve all felt life’s pressures, run up against #me constraints
and deadlines, and have experienced mul#ple trials and tribula#ons…too many, for sure.
Don’t lose hope!
First, Anderson uses the Word to explain who we are in Christ through scripture and how the
Holy Spirit is present in our life. This is the “what” and the “who” part of the book.
The second part gives the “how.” How can I forgive those who have hurt me? How can I get
past the ba0le for my mind? How can I deal with rela#onships in my life AND rejec#on I have
experienced as a result of some of those rela#onships. Lastly, he tells how our Chris#an
community can be instrumental in providing the encouragement and informa#on to get us on
the right track and keep us there.
Let’s make 2017 a “growing in Christ” year.
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CONSISTORY NEWS HIGHLIGHTS
discussion.

NOVEMBER CONSISTORY NEWS HIGHLIGHTS
•

The key ques#on is: How do we live
into the mission that God has in mind
for CRC and what are the next steps
forward?

•

Small groups shared reﬂec#ons with
Consistory as a whole. Prior to the
December mee#ng, Gary Strange, Mark
Cosens, Al Gooch and Pastor Chip will
meet and make recommenda#ons to
Consistory on how to move forward.

FOCUS AREAS:

•

Pastor Chip informed Consistory that
the Execu#ve Commi0ee had
discussion earlier regarding an at-large
member to replace Dennis Priess for
the term of 2017-2019. Two names
were suggested for considera#on.
Addi#onal names will be appreciated.

•

Pastor Chip will bring two separate
mo#ons forward at the Congrega#onal
Mee#ng to ini#ate a change in the Bylaws: (1) Nomina#on Eligibility and (2)
Date of the Annual Congrega#onal
Mee#ng.

•

•

Al Gooch provided copies of the
11/07/16 dra9 of the 2017 Working
Budget, which he reviewed.
Consistory spent the majority of the
#me in small group discussions in
response to Pastor Chip’s reﬂec#on
paper regarding a bit of history @ CRC,
the current status of the Imagine
documents process and the building
plan: “Our Story.” Comments and
sugges#ons were noted for further

DECEMBER CONSISTORY NEWS HIGHLIGHTS

FOCUS AREAS:

•

Consistory approved the 2017 Budget
as presented with a total Proposed
Budget of $716,396, reﬂec#ng an
increase of 0.91%.

•

The following Suggested Plan for
Consistory was thoroughly discussed
and then adopted for 2017, with the
understanding that the new Consistory
members will also need a chance to
(Continued on page 7)
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4) Develop and implement a monthly
communica#on plan to keep CRC
up to speed on our process and
learnings, and to invite the
congrega#on into these
conversa#ons both individually and
corporately. (Each member of
Consistory will be on a team to
accomplish the four primary goals.
Goal # 1 will be the focus beginning
in February, followed by goal # 2
during the ﬁrst quarter of 2017.
Goals # 3 and # 4 will be happening
simultaneously throughout the
year).

(Continued from page 6)

aﬃrm this plan. The plan includes four
primary goals:
1) Engage in a focused discussion of
the book, Canoeing the Mountains,
by Tod Bolsinger. This book is
about leadership in unchartered
territory, and we believe that that’s
where we are. We believe it is
important for staﬀ and Consistory
to ﬁnd help in leading our church
into a future that is unclear and in a
culture that has signiﬁcantly
changed and con#nues to change.
2) Evaluate our current leadership
structure and consider embracing
the accountable leadership model.
This was proposed by Execu#ve
Team in 2014 but was tabled
because we believed the ques#ons
concerning our facili#es took
precedence. We believe we need
to consider Execu#ve Team’s
recommenda#on. Winning on
Purpose by John Kaiser outlines this
model.
3) Commit ourselves as leaders to
consistent personal and corporate
prayer and to invite the
congrega#on to join us as we seek
God ‘s direc#on for our future.

•

In a commitment to improve
communica#on, Pastor Chip dra9ed a
le0er to the congrega#on, sharing
Consistory’s goals. A9er making
suggested changes and a ﬁnal review,
the le0er will be sent to the
membership and regular a0endees
with a copy of the CRC History
included.

•

Consistory approved the following CRC
By-law changes:


Congrega#onal Mee#ngs—
Ar#cle VII, Sec. 1: Annual
Mee#ng (a) The regular, annual
mee#ng of the congrega#on of
Community Reformed Church
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last three years. All responded by how
they have been blessed by the
experience. Pastor Chip will follow-up
by sending an exit interview form for
each to complete.

(Continued from page 7)

shall be held each year at a
place and #me designated by
the Consistory.


•

Elec#ons—Ar#cle VIII, Sec. 2:
Elder and Deacon Qualiﬁca#ons
(a) The elders and deacons shall
be chosen from the ac#ve
church members’ roster who
have a0ained the age of twentyone years. (b) Any individual will
not be eligible for re-elec#on
un#l he/she has been oﬀ
Consistory for two years. (C) A
husband and wife, or members
of the same household, shall not
serve concurrently.

Administra#ve Reports:
Execu#ve Team: At-large Member
(2017-2019)—A slate of three
prospec#ve at-large members was
determined. Pastor Chip will begin the
asking process immediately.
Ministry Reports:
Consistory received the following
reports for review: Young Life/ Ted’s
role update, Spiritual Forma#on,
Children’s Ministry and Worship.

The CRC Congrega#onal Mee#ng
Agenda for January 8th and the
Absentee Ballot were approved.

Informa#on provided by Pastor Chip

•

The Nomina#ng Team reported that
le0ers were sent to all names that had
been submi0ed as poten#al nominees
for deacon and elder. They will present
a slate of deacons and elders to be
selected by lot at the January 8th
mee#ng.

•

Pastor Chip thanked each of the
outgoing Consistory members—Nancy
Balchik, Dennis Penfold, Ed Schroeck
and Ron Williams—for their service the
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PARENT-TO-PARENT CORNER
One Nation Under God
UNDERSTANDING THE PLEDGE, By: Chuck Colson, Published: August 27, 2010
Y  ! "#$ %& &'() '& P &!)& * A &)#(& ( , ', "(().
B' !&, ,& (!&,'#(! '?
Fortunately, the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals this year upheld the Pledge of Allegiance, so
kids will go on reci#ng it. But how many know what it really means—especially “one na#on
under God”?
For most people, reci#ng the Pledge of Allegiance is a heart-warming patrio#c expression.
However, in some public school classrooms, what has been a “given” is now “ques#onable.”
In some people’s view, reci#ng the Pledge may s#ll be legal, but it is no longer appropriate.
However, Thomas Jeﬀerson wrote, “can the liber#es of a na#on be thought secure when
we have removed their only ﬁrm basis, a convic#on in the minds of the people that they are
gi9s of God?”
He reﬂected this idea in the Declara#on of Independence when he wrote:
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights …”
Eric Buehrer, founder and president of Gateways to Be0er Educa#on, points out that the
idea of our freedom coming from God at the #me of crea#on is central to the American
experience. And, as Buehrer writes, “rooted in Chris#an history, the idea of being under
God is reﬂected in important developments in every century of American history.”
In the 1800s Lincoln recognized our liber#es coming from God when he delivered his
(Continued on page 26)
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GROWING FORWARD
Based on the recent elecon it sure seems we are a divided naon where those ‘under
God’ have at mes divergent perspecves as to what ‘under God’ actually means. The
level of anger, hoslity, condemnaon, and judgment that have been present IN
CHRISTIANS is more than concerning. It was downright ugly and unloving. It’s personal.
Why are polics so personal? Why do we have such trouble acknowledging and
appreciang perspecves that are diﬀerent than our own? What has led some to
‘unfriend,’ ridicule, and separate themselves from those who think diﬀerently? People are
then seen as 'less than' - less intelligent, less educated, less Chrisan, or even less human
because of their polical views.
It’s probably why many remained silent. Many didn’t take a stand publicly. Many didn’t
share their thoughts. Many kept it to themselves. Yet others saw this as a hill to die on.
This ma7ered so much they had to speak out. They couldn’t remain silent. This was life or
death. This was truth or fallacy. This was a choice between good and evil. How could they
not speak?
Here are a few of my convicons and thoughts about what it means to move forward.
Insecurity is o8en masked by judgment and arrogance and almost no capacity to listen. If
we lack the capacity to consider diﬀerent opinions, we tend to a7ack (ﬁght) or withdraw
(ﬂight). Much of this is driven by the fact we don’t really have an informed perspecve.
We’ve listened only to those who agree with us and we parrot their perspecves. We have
not deeply considered why we’ve come to conclude what we’ve concluded, and we really
can’t do that without considering other perspecves. Sadly, we then take the next step by
a7aching our value to our opinions, so if you don’t agree with me, you don’t value me. No
wonder it’s personal.
(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

I have lots of room to grow. I am not as
secure in my opinions as I think I am.

Listening to those with diﬀerent
perspecves is crical to our own growth.
We cannot assume we have it all ﬁgured
out. Please note that this requires a level
of emoonal maturity because hearing
people’s diﬀerent opinions and thoughts is
going to sr up anxiety in each of us. Will
we react to this anxiety by ﬁghng or
ﬂeeing, or will we be people who value
others through our listening and
appreciang their perspecves,
recognizing that valuing and appreciang
does not require agreement?

Anxiety, conﬂict, and fear encourages ‘us
versus them’ thinking. It’s described as
herd mentality. People are drawn to the
‘herd’ that thinks like they think. It’s us
against them (that herd that thinks
diﬀerently). You see this, don’t you? You
know who in your family,
friendship circles, and even church My heart grieves
for how often My heart grieves for how oen the
thinks like you think. You have
your suspicions about others. And the church is not church is not seen as a safe place for
you deﬁnitely know who is ‘them.’ seen as a safe people to wrestle with diﬃcult issues.
People are drawn to their herd
place for people I need to keep taking responsibility to
and, therefore, spend the most
to wrestle with help this change.
me listening to those people who difficult issues..
We cannot underesmate the power
think like they think which o8en
of fear. This past year has really
just ratchets up the judgment
shown what happens when fear drives us.
toward ‘the other herd.’
It leads to condemnaon, labels, halftruths, broken relaonships, reacve
I saw how I was drawn to those who most
behaviors, ridicule, beli7ling, libel,
likely agreed with me and avoided
mischaracterizaons, and personal a7acks.
conversaons with those who thought
It also leads to more fear. It takes our
diﬀerently. I chose silence when I was
focus oﬀ of the One who consistently calls
around ‘them.’
us to a life of love, where He consistently
invites us to a life free from fear.
It’s imperave for us to be7er understand
our own perspecves. Being challenged is
(Continued on page 12)
such a core component of our growth.
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(Continued from page 11)

I've seen the impact of fear in my life. I’m
afraid of failing, rejecon, being labeled,
being wri$en oﬀ, being condemned, being
discredited, being wrong. When I operate
out of those fears, I add to the mess that I
see in this world. I encourage more fear,
and I deﬁnitely tend to turn to human
authority or myself to address these fears.
No wonder I’m afraid. I’m learning to live
with my hope set on Him and not on the
powers of this world or myself.
The church needs to lead the way. Let’s be
honest. That may not feel comforng to
many of us. We have lots of work to do to
really lead the way in a way that honors
Christ. Each of us has some growing up to
do. Each of us needs to see where we’ve
fallen short and where we are prone to act
out of fear, arrogance, or selfrighteousness. Remember, that posture is
o8en what srred up the most anger in
Jesus, when godly people acted out of their
own self-righteousness.
It’s why I believe the way forward starts
with confession - personal confession. We
have to stop blaming and poinng ﬁngers.
We have to take the responsibility that is
ours to take. Regardless of who you voted
for, our hope is not in the president or
polical party in power. “They” are not the

ones to heal our land and usher in the
Kingdom of God. We are, with God’s help.
It starts with you and me confessing our
failings, our self-righteousness, our lack of
love, our unwillingness to listen and our
condemnaon of others.
"Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and I
did not hide my iniquity. I said, ‘I will
confess my transgressions to the Lord,’
and you forgave the guilt of my sin."
Psalm 32:5
And it means we have to learn to listen to
each other. Really listen.
As we confess, may we remember our
need for grace, our dependence upon God
for the road ahead, and may we ask Him to
grow our love for Him and for others. May
we be one people under God, those who
allow Christ to reign in us.
"He put a new song in my mouth, a song
of praise to our God." Psalm 40:3a
Chip Sauer
December 2016
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Ministry Updates
Safe Haven Updates
“Night Light” men’s emergency shelter opened its door on November 1st. We have had a guest
since the door opened every night. We currently have four men, one of whom has a job and
comes a8er his shi8 is done, trying to get back on his feet. We need men volunteers… with the
demand this year and being open every night, our volunteer pool is overworked. Please see Kim
Bakker, Gary DeYoung, Drew Oliver or Jan Boss if you are interested in helping.
We also need food: these men are coming in hungry at 8:30 p.m. and can quickly go through the
soup or ‘complete meals’ we have. If one day a week we could get a volunteer to bring in dinner
around 8:30 p.m., it would be very helpful. Please contact Jan Boss if you are willing to donate a
meal.
Free Breakfast Club connues to be a community outreach. We averaged 93 people per day for
the month of November. During the winter months, we will be looking for more volunteers to
help waitress and clean up. As we work almost totally on individual gi8s, please consider us as you
consider your year- end giving.

Young Life High School Highlights!
The fall and winter months have been busy ones for our young people! We have started Young Life
in Charlevoix and it has been amazing to see God at work. Here is a li7le peek at what we have
been up to:
-Fall Weekend Retreat for Leaders @ Timber Wolf Lake
(Continued on page 14)
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Ministry Updates, continued
(Continued from page 13)

-Consistent contact work with our leaders (Being at students’ events)
-Weekly Donuts & Discussion (prayer group) at the High School
-A7ended Fall Student Weekend @ Timber Wolf Lake
- Monthly Clubs (“Club is a Party with a Purpose”)
-Weekly Bible Study at Flap Jack, 7am Wednesday Mornings, (aka Campaigners)
-Weekly Monday Night Leaders meengs
One of the unique things that Young Life provides is that it gives Chrisan kids the invitaon to
invite friends to a “neutral site.” Young Life can feel less inmidang than going to church. Our
weekly schedule is: Monday Morning Prayer group in Mr. Schultz’s room at the high school at
7:40am. Wednesday morning is Campaigners from 7-7:45am at The Flap Jack. We provide rides to
the school a8erward. This is also a totally free breakfast, thanks to generous donors! We also have
Club the third Monday of every month. We would love to have your high school student
parcipate! If you would like more informaon please don’t hesitate to talk to Ted. We also do
weekly updates and info - You can follow us on Facebook: Young Life Charlevoix and on Instagram:
@ylcharlevoix. If you are interested in regular old email you can get updates via Ted <
tpolleys527@gmail.com >.

Wednesday Family Night Begins January 18th.
Wednesday Nights: We are in need of someone or a group of someones to prepare our
Wednesday night meals during the months of February and March, for a total of 7 weeks
(Continued on page 23)
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JANUARY
1st
Pat & Susan Klooster
Ron & Mary Ann Cox
8th
Craig & Erica Boss
Jeff & Pat Ricks
15th
Bob and Noreen Jolliffe
Tim Troupe & Laura Kemp
22nd Dennis & Diane Priess
Ken & Linda Forrester
29th Sharmon Dulaney
Irv & Debbie Manville
FEBRUARY
5th
Dennis & Dianne VanGuilder
Traver & Marilyn Wood
12th
Richard & Janet May
Aaron and Candice Wiers
19th
Chris & Danya Drost
Ed & Pam Newcomb
26th Brian & Marla Certa
Tabitha Rudolph
MARCH
5th
Bud & Judy Boss
Kari Jo & Chris Maki
12th
Jon & Nancy Johnson
Scott and Karlee Philp
19th
Al & Liz Gooch
Bill & Helen Meengs
26th David & June Otis
Bruce & Joanne Deckinga

If you are unable to serve on the Sunday you are scheduled, please try and reschedule with someone else on the list.

2017 Coffee Host Schedule
APRIL
2nd
Mary & Maurice Seaman
John & Dianne Coolman
9th
Don & Marcia Trimper
Tim & Sharon Coen

16th

Easter Service—H.S.

23rd

Roger & Jackie Rozema
Wayne & Sandy Boss
Gay Pung and Pat Brown
Garry & Barb Miller

30th

MAY
7th
Gary & Paula Strange
Brandon & Emmy Glass
14th
Jeremy & Faith DeYoung
Derrick & Lisa Carroll
21st
Roger & Chele Cyr
Todd & Leah Olson
28th Vic & Kathy Martinchek
Doug & Leslie Nitchman
JUNE
4th
Sue Barnard
Luther & Mary Kurtz
11th
Rebecca Berg
Matt & Lauren Wertman
18th
Mike & Claudia Bost
Nathan & Joy Klooster
25th Allen & Judy Telgenhof
Matt & Lori Ivester
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JULY
2nd
Art & Jan Currey
Jeff & Sherry Kirby
9th
Lew & Karen Campbell
Gordie & Sharon Russell
16th
Gary & Kay Anderson
Terry & Julie Smith
23rd Scott & Cindy Boss
Russ & Carrie McCraney
30th Ed & Marlene Evans
Tom & Luan Jackson
AUGUST
6th
Jim & Sandy Malewitz
Jim & Barb Jensen
13th
Chuck & Trudy Center
Tom & Evelyn DeKorte
20th Norm & Lisa Carlson
Bob & Kim Molter
27th Dan & Kathy Howell
Joannie Carlson
SEPTEMBER
3rd
John & Joyce Brock
Dick & Pam Swenor
10th
Ted & Barb McGlinch
Paul & Tanya Whitley
17th
Jerry & Sherrie VanKuiken
Joel & Nancy VanRoekel
24th Jim & Liz Firebaugh
Steve & Ellie Rozema

If you are unable to serve on the Sunday you are scheduled, please try and reschedule with someone else on the list.

2017 Coffee Host Schedule, cont.
OCTOBER
1st
Steve & Krystel Weber
Jan Merrill
8th
Denny & Jeanne Way
Scott & Angie Way
15th
Nate & Kathryn Boss
Susan Lamb
22nd Brian & Mabel Carson
Steve & Sandra Bennett
29th Matt & Erica Stuck
Anna Postmus
NOVEMBER
5th
Steve & Michelle Hines
Ed & Carol Schroeck
12th
Kathie DeVries
John & Barb Lashmit
19th
Larry & Peggy Potter
Barney & Kris Way
26th Joe & Christie Vogelheim
Jeff & Chris Stevens
DECEMBER
3rd
Kim & Karen Bakker
Cyndie Lieberman
10th
Doug & Sue Bouwense
Mark & Nancy Haveman
17th
Dave & Donna Swanson
Joe & Lorraine Niswander

24th
31st

Christmas Eve Service—H.S.
No Coffee Hour
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JANUARY
8:30am
1st
10:15am

8

th

8:30am
10:15am

15th

8:30am
10:15am

22nd

8:30am
10:15am

th

29

8:30am
10:15am

FEBRUARY
8:30am
5th
10:15am
th

12

8:30am
10:15am

19th

8:30am
10:15am

th

26

8:30am
10:15am

MARCH
8:30am
5th
10:15am

12th

8:30am
10:15am

19th

8:30am
10:15am

26th

8:30am
10:15am

APRIL
2nd

8:30am
10:15am

Ray & Victoria Wallick
Maurice & Mary Seaman
Richard & Janet May
Chris & Danya Drost
Kathryn Boss
Tim & Patti McCreadie
Tim & Sharon Coen
Wayne & Sandy Boss
Joe & Christie Vogelheim
Norm & Lisa Carlson
Dennis & Diane Priess
Mike & Michelle Johnson
Ron & Mary Ann Cox
Roger & Chele Cyr
John & Sonja Martin
Emmy & Brandon Glass
Mark & Amber Drenth
Doug & Leslie Nitchman
Ken & Myrna Boss
Allen & Judy Telgenhof
Art & Jan Currey
Ed & Carol Schroeck
Eloise Klooster
Jim & Liz Firebaugh
Cyndie Lieberman
Roger & Jackie Rozema
John & Elaine Kurtz
Rob & Jenny Pletcher

If you are unable to serve on the Sunday you are scheduled, please try and reschedule with someone else on the list.

2017 Greeter Schedule
9th

8:30am
10:15am

Jim & Sandy Malewitz
Craig & Erica Boss

16th

8:30am

Easter Sunday at the H.S.

th

8:30am

Vic & Kathy Martinchek
Dennis & Dianne VanGuilder
Jessie Cunningham
Bud & Judy Boss

23

10:15am

30th

8:30am
10:15am

MAY
7th

8:30am
10:15am

14th

8:30am
10:15am

21st

8:30am
10:15am

28

th

8:30am
10:15am

JUNE
4th

8:00am
9:30am
11:00am

11th

8:00am
9:30am
11:00am

18th

8:00am
9:30am
11:00am

25

th

8:00am
9:30am
11:00am

JULY
2nd

8:00am
9:30am
11:00am

Neil & Joanne Jones
Doug & Leslie Nitchman
Joel & Nancy VanRoekel
Carolyn Batdorff
Jerry Dohm
Tom & Evelyn DeKorte
Andrew & Mary Grace Otis
Bill & Helen Meengs
Carolyn Klooster
Brian & Marla Certa
Jim & Barb Jensen
Dan & Barb Anthony
Doug Waha
John & Barb Lashmit
Eloise Klooster
Ross & Miriam Winters
Joe & Christie Vogelheim
John & Joyce Brock
Jeff & Pat Ricks
Brian & Marla Certa
Garry & Barb Miller
Aaron & Candice Wiers
Pat & Susan Klooster
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2017 Greeter Schedule, cont.
8:00am
9:30am
11:00am
th

16

8:00am
9:30am
11:00am

23rd

8:00am
9:30am
11:00am

th

30

8:00am
9:30am
11:00am

AUGUST
8:00am
6th
9:30am
11:00am

13th

8:00am
9:30am
11:00am

20th

8:00am
9:30am
11:00am

th

27

8:00am
9:30am
11:00am

SEPTEMBER
8:30am
3rd
10:15am

10th

8:30am
10:15am

th

17

8:30am
10:15am

24th

8:30am

Linda Boss
Doug & Leslie Nitchman
Ed & Carol Schroeck
Barney & Kris Way
Chris & Kari Maki
Lew & Karen Campbell
Eloise Klooster
Wayne & Sandy Boss
Herb Boss
Ken & Myrna Boss
Doug & Leslie Nitchman
Tom & Evelyn DeKorte
Bob & Noreen Jolliffe
Available
John & Elaine Kurtz
Bud & Vinnie Klooster
Joannie Carlson
Mark & Jana Mueller
Jessie Cunningham
Ed & Marlene Evans
Dianne Penfold
Kim & Karen Bakker
John & Joyce Brock
Jim & Barb Jensen
Tim & Sharon Coen
Brian & Mabel Carson
Bob & Kim Molter
Carolyn Batdorff
Larry & Peggy Potter
Norman & Lisa Carlson
Dan & Barb Anthony

10:15am

If you are unable to serve on the Sunday you are scheduled, please try and reschedule with someone else on the list.

9th

OCTOBER
8:30am
1st
10:15am

8th

8:30am
10:15am

15th

8:30am
10:15am

22nd

8:30am
10:15am

29th

8:30am
10:15am

Dennis & Dianne VanGuilder
Eloise Klooster
Dennis Batdorff
Dennis & Diane Priess
Ted & Barb McGlinch
Ken & Myrna Boss
Terry & Julie Smith
John & Sonja Martin
Jim & Barb Jensen
Neil & Joanne Jones
Gordie & Sharon Russell

NOVEMBER
8:30am
5th
Kim & Karen Bakker
10:15am
Mark & Nancy Haveman
8:30am
Gay Pung & Pat Brown
12th
10:15am
Ed & Pam Newcomb
th
8:30am
19
Ron & Mary Ann Cox
10:15am
Dan & Paula Barron
8:30am
26th
Jim & Sandy Malewitz
10:15am
Dick & Pam Swenor
DECEMBER
8:30am
3rd
Joe & Christie Vogelheim
10:15am
Nathan & Joy Klooster
8:30am
10th
Lew & Karen Campbell
10:15am
Bud & Judy Boss
th
8:30am
17
John & Dianne Coolman
10:15am
Mark & Jana Mueller

24th
31

st

Christmas Eve Service - H.S. (elders)
8:30am
10:15am

Garry & Barb Miller
Available
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Ministry Updates, continued
ENRICHING YOUR MARRIAGE
Submi7ed by the Marriage Enrichment Team
RESOLVE TO WORK ON HAVING
A BETTER MARRIAGE IN THE
NEW YEAR!

Beginning January 18…. A video series by
Andy Stanley

IF YOU NEED SOME ENCOURAGEMENT to
a7end this upcoming study, read these comments shared by a7endees at our Fall class,
"You and Me Forever" by Francis and Lisa
Chan.
"We really enjoyed the powerful videos.
And it was so encouraging to be
surrounded by varying ages. We enjoyed
the wisdom in the room." -Lance and
Sheri

Standing at the altar, we all had a picture of
what our marriage would look like. The problem is this picture of marriage results in expectaons that we unload on our spouse.
The weight of these expectaons will rob
your marriage of love and joy. As a spouse
you never feel like you measure up and you

"A big impact for us was to think about
the eternal life of our spouse and to pray
speciﬁcally for that each day. Another
important thing we learned from the
class was when God is ﬁrst in our life
and ﬁrst in our spouse's life, we will
grow together in our relaonship with
each other." -Jim and Barb

never feel like you are good enough. So what
are you to do with your expectaons? You
can't deny them, because most expectaons
started out as God-given desires. In this
study, Andy Stanley explains that you must
learn to transform your expectaons and
look to God if you are to experience mar-

"It was fun to hear people's stories and
encouragement, as well as the wide
range of ages and wisdom. We loved the
videos. They gave us a couple of great
topics to think about and discuss at
home. It was a great class and well
worth the me!" -Doug and Kim

riage as it was designed.

Community Reformed Church
Helping All People Find and Follow Jesus
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2016 Year in
Review
Hello Char/Em,
Thank you all so much for a
wonderful ﬁrst year in
2016! We had the privilege
of hosng 10 children this
year, ve7ed and approved
8 Host Families, approved
over 40 volunteers and
now have 6 local churches
parcipang in the Safe
Families for Children
movement. We are 1 of
110 SFFC Chapters in the
U.S.A. represented through
3 organizaons, and have
hosted over 24,000
children since our
incepon in 2002. SFFC is
now internaonal with
chapters in the UK, Canada
and Africa.
Looking back through
2016, we have connued
to ask the following

queson amongst our
volunteers and to Char/
Em: What does it look like
for this community to
support children and
families in crisis? While we
connue to work together
with volunteers,
community professionals
and families in crisis to
seek answers to this
queson, we have begun
to see answers already in
very tangible ways.
Earlier this year, a single
mom in the area was
struggling with postpartum depression and
was having a hard me
caring for both of her
young daughters. John and
Joan Marshall, one of our
volunteer Host Families,
provided a week of respite
care for one of the girls so

this Mom could see her
doctor, get her meds
situated and rest. One
week of respite was what
this Mom needed to ﬁnd
hope and support.
A grandmother in the area
rescued her grandchildren
from a horrible home
situaon that involved the
death of a family member
as well as neglect. With
limited income and the
overwhelming
responsibility of taking care
of her grandchildren, this
grandmother reached out
to us, desperate for a
break. Eugene and Allison
Wang, another volunteer
Host Family, has provided
mulple snts of respite
care for this grandmother
this past year, which has
provided this grandmother

God’s Love
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with hope, support and
friendship as well as
friendship amongst the
children.
Another single mom in
the area was dealing with
an overwhelming family
situaon and needed a
few days to rest and
process what to do. She
was a single mom who
didn’t know who to turn
to for help in caring for
her daughter while she
ﬁgured out how to move
forward and manage the
stress of the situaon. A
friend reached out to her
and connected her to us.
Richard and Janet May,
another volunteer Host
Family, provided much
needed respite care for
this mom, and another
volunteer Family Coach
walked with her as well to
help her ﬁnd hope
through her situaon.

A family of small children
in the area didn’t know
who to turn to when the
dad’s job was terminated,
their rental unit was not
suitable for winter
condions and mom was
incarcerated. This family
didn’t have family or
friend support in the
area, and dad could not
look for work or housing,
because he had to take
care of the kids. A8er
hearing about us through
a professional in the area
and overwhelmed with
emoon and stress in
how they were going to
provide for their kids,
they were connected to
three of our host families.
A8er 6 weeks of working
with this family and
hosng one of their
children, they now have
stable work, mom is out
of jail, they found

housing, and the family
will all be together in a
warm home for
Christmas!
These success stories are
the beginning of many
more Char/Em! We are
currently looking for
respite Host Families who
can provide 24-48 hours
of respite care to families
in need. Call 231-2151645 to begin the process
of becoming a respite
Host Family through Safe
Families for Children.
Thanks again Char/Em for
all your support in 2016!
We look forward to
serving you in 2017! Have
a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year!
Sincerely,
Clint Cleveland
SFFC Coordinator

Community Reformed Church
Helping All People Find and Follow Jesus

Page 22

In Touch with Community

Ministry Updates continued

Ever thought about going on a short-term mission trip???
For more informa>on on either trip call Al Gooch at 231-313-9942.

There is s#ll #me to join the Global Outreach Team in Hai# from February 10th through the
23rd.
23rd Plans were to rebuild a school that was destroyed in the earthquake in 2010, but
Hurricane Ma0hew may make it necessary to do other, more pressing work. We have
supported Pastor Jean Heder Pe#te Ferer in his #reless work for many years.

God’s Love
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Ministry Updates continued
Winter is better with Faith, Family and Friends
Join us beginning January 18th
Join us at 5:00 p.m. for a family meal.
Classes for all ages begin at 6:00 p.m. Adult Opportunies are as follows:
Inquirer’s Class (6 weeks):

(Continued from page 14)

(barring no snow days). Volunteers will
have help serving, cleaning up, organizing
menus and purchasing. We serve around
80 during the winter months. If you would
like more informaon please see Diane
Coolman or Jan Boss.
Walking with the Word:
This 9 week class integrates God’s Word
into your everyday life. You read and
study the Bible. Now you’re ready for
God’s Word to take hold of your life—to
shape you from the inside out. Meditang
on God’s Word – wring His promises on
your heart will help you every day. You
will study a verse a week that will become
a part of you!
Led by : Bud Klooster and Garry
Miller

This class is designed for those interested
in ﬁnding out more about Community
Reformed Church. It is a chance for us to
get to know you. This class also provides
informaon about CRC. You’ll get be7er
acquainted with CRC and with others in the
class. You’ll learn about staﬀ, programs,
vision, and leadership. There is no
pressure, but we do want to share the next
potenal steps.
Led by: Pastor Chip Sauer
iMarriage (6 weeks):
In this 6 part series, Andy Stanley draws a
disncon between desires and
expectaons, and explains how you can
improve your marriage by bringing God
into the middle of it. The weight of these
expectaons can rob your marriage of love

Cost: $5 for material

(Continued on page 24)
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Ministry Updates continued
(Continued from page 23)

and joy. In this series, Andy Stanley explains that you must learn to transform your
expectaons and look to God if you are to experience marriage as it was designed.
Led by the Marriage Enrichment Team
Cost: $5

Crock Pot Cooking (6 weeks):
Looking for easy meals for you or your family? Need something quick and nutrious?
This class includes all the supplies (meat included) you need for a weekly dinner, a new
crock-pot if you don’t already have one and instrucons. You will help prepare each of the
meals here before tasng them for yourself.
Led by: Jan Boss and Dana Fields

Adult Choir:
Rehearsals begin Wednesday, January 18, 2017 at 6:00 p.m.
Voices needed - please join us!
Choir Director: Cindy Mansen

Games and Grub will be at Pine Cove Apartments on Saturday, January 21st
to play games and have lunch with the resident children. Please join us at
11:30 a.m. for this opportunity to share a li7le me that will make a
diﬀerence.

God’s Love
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Ministry Updates continued
20162016-2017 RCW Board
Mission:
The purpose of the Reformed Church Women is to engage, encourage, and
equip women in being ac8ve disciples of Christ and in leading all to Jesus.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
President...Heather Seaman
Vice President...Dana Fields
Recording Secretary...Judy Smith
Treasurer...Judy Wheat
Corresponding Secretary...Danya Drost

OTHER MEMBERS:
Laura Bo0omley-Brown
Evelyn DeKorte
Nancy Haveman
Carol Manthei
Sarah Polleys
Jamie Warchol

Celebrate the season of Lent with the Reformed Church Women (RCW)
ASH WEDNESDAY

•

FASTING/GROWTH/RENEWAL

•

GOOD FRIDAY

March 1st

April 14th

•

EASTER
April 16th

RCW Lenten Breakfast
Saturday, March 4th at 9:00 a..m.

Join us and enjoy a thoughtfully planned breakfast, devotion
and guest speaker that will all remind us of the preparation for
the day of resurrection.

Community Reformed Church
Helping All People Find and Follow Jesus
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(Continued from page 9)

Ge0ysburg Address. He said “Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers brought forth upon
this con#nent a new na#on, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposi#on that all
men are created equal.”
And, in the la0er part of the 20th Century, Rev. Mar#n Luther King, Jr. appealed to the same
principle of divinely bestowed rights for all people as the underpinnings for the Civil Rights
movement. From a Birmingham jail, he referred to the “transcendent Law of God,
governing us all.” And then he said famously, “I have a dream that one day this na#on will
rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: ‘We hold these truths to be self-evident:
that all men are created equal.’”
Each #me we recite the Pledge of Allegiance, we are reminding ourselves of what Jeﬀerson
called the “only ﬁrm basis” for liberty—a convic#on that these rights come from God, not
the government.
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING UPDATES:
At our January 8th Congregaonal Meeng, the 2017 proposed General
Budget was accepted as presented. The revisions to the by-laws were also
accepted as presented.
Our newly appointed elders are: Bruce Deckinga and Nate Klooster.
The role of Elder is an ordained oﬃce of the RCA. The elders
meet on a monthly basis to discuss the spiritual health of the
congregaon. One important role that elders play is to care for
the spiritual needs of the congregaon. Another important role
is the oversight of the proclamaon of the Gospel and the
sacraments. They are responsible for making sure that what is
preached is true to God’s Word and that the sacraments are
administered appropriately and consistently.

ELDERS (Class of 2017-2019)
Roger Rozema (2017) 231-499-8261
Terry Smith (2017) 231-675-7837
Gary Strange (2018) 231-536-3300
Kris Way (2018) 231-437-0864
Bruce Deckinga (2019) 231-330-5222
Nate Klooster (2019) 231-675-0225

Our newly appointed deacons are: Erica Boss, Joel VanRoekel and Aaron Wiers.
The role of Deacon is an ordained oﬃce of the RCA.
Deacons play an integral role in the health of the church.
Their role is biblical, purposeful, and deﬁnitely meant to
include contact with people, not simply money. Their
purpose is to help us develop a model of biblical
stewardship both in how we use the resources we’ve been
given and how we encourage each other to do the same.
They are also called to share these resources with those in
need and the deacons are meant to help the church.

DEACONS (Class of 2017-2019)
Jeremy DeYoung (2017) 231-676-7595
Josh Dhaseleer (2017) 231-373-6322
Al Gooch (2017) 231-313-9942
Mark Cosens (2018) 231-675-6261
Gary DeYoung (2018) 231-758-4814
Erica Boss (2019) 231-237-0582
Joel VanRoekel (2019) 517-281-4984
Aaron Wiers (2019) 231-330-9590

We would like to thank our class of 2016—Ed Schroeck, Ron Williams, Nancy Balchik and
Dennis Penfold—for their service as they end their terms.

Community Reformed Church
Helping All People Find and Follow Jesus

Contacts at CRC:
Chip Sauer, Pastor
Jan Boss, Director of Spiritual Formation
Ted Polleys, Associate Pastor
Lynda Stolt, Office Administrator
Michael Brown, Maintenance Engineer
Theda Williams, Pastor of Worship, Creative Arts and Leadership
Tammy Oliver, Director of Children’s Ministries
Sarah Polleys, Office Assistant
Dianne Coolman, Kitchen Manager
Cindy Mansen, Choir Director
Join us for Worship:
Sunday, 8:30,and 10:15 a.m.
Nursery: all services
Sunday School: 10:15 a.m.

Beginning June 5, 2016
Summer W
Prayer:
Sunday, 7:45 a.m.
Monday - Friday, 6:15 a.m.
Wednesday (2nd floor City Hall), 12 p.m.
Wednesday, 5:00 pm
Saturday, 7:15 a.m.
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