THE GIFT OF PEACE
LET THE PEACE OF CHRIST RULE
IN YOU HEARTS. (COL. 3:15)
Submied by Mary Seaman
Immanuel, “God with us”—His birth was
miraculous and humble; His kingship, one of
service, mercy and love; His death, the ul*mate
act of love, the fulﬁllment of His name, Jesus,
our Savior. Awesome as this unfolding story is,
there is more. He promised to be Immanuel
forever: “I am with you always, even to the end
of the ages” (Ma. 28:20). Jesus promises He
will never leave us, we are never alone, and His
love for us is unchanging, unquenchable. If we
have received the gi5 of Jesus, welcomed Him
into our hearts, and acknowledged Him as Lord
and Savior, then why don’t we have peace?

Community Reformed
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I think this ques*on is best answered by asking
another ques*on. Who has your heart?
Really? We can go through all the Chris*an
rituals, liturgies, bible studies, confessions of
sin and, yet, not have peace. I think it’s
because we haven’t really given up control of
our lives. We say, “ I’m giving this to God,” and
the next day we ﬁnd ourselves taking it back
again. We say we believe Jesus is king, but we
o5en ﬁnd it hard to give up the throne. No one
has perfect peace—that’s something we won’t
experience un*l we are in the heavenly realm,
but, according to God, we can have peace here
on earth.
True peace is not the absence of conﬂict. The
peace that comes from God is an inner peace, a
conﬁdent assurance in any circumstances.
Peace is a gi5—a fruit of the spirit (Gal. 5:22).
To receive the gi5 of peace we need to be
inten*onal about growing our rela*onship with
our Heavenly Father. A strong founda*on
(Continued on page 6)

Page 2

In Touch with Community

Submitted by Mary Seaman

CONGRATULATIONS AND BLESSINGS TO:





Pastor Chip on the celebra*on of his 50th birthday (just in case anyone missed it!!)
Jackie Rozema and Doug Bouwense, our newly selected elders
Cindy Mansen and Judy Boss, our newly selected deacons
Steven and Rachel Coen on the bap*sm of their daughter, Madison Michelle Coen.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE:
 Elders (2016-2018), Kris Way and Gary Strange
 Deacons (2016-2018), Mark Cosens and Gary DeYoung

SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:
 Jackie Rozema , Jill Ostrum and their families as they grieve the loss













and celebrate the life of their sister, Shelley Warner. Pray for
Shelley’s children Chad and Nicole.
Ellen (Cunningham) Ormsby and family on the passing of her
husband, Terry, and to Cindy Mansen and Marlene Evans and
families on the loss of their brother-in-law.
John and Dianne Coolman and family on the passing of Dianne’s
mother, Evelyn Auﬀant.
Craig and Laura Glass and their families as they mourn the loss of
their mother, Jan.
Claudia and Mike Bost on the passing of Claudia’a mother.
The Boss family as the mourn the loss and celebrate the life of Herb Boss.
Ken and Linda Forrester as they grieve the loss of both of their mothers.
Bud and Vinnie Klooster and family as they mourn the loss of Vinnie’s mother.
Brian and Karen Rockafellow and family on the passing of Brians’s mother.
Joe and Lorraine Niswander as they mourn the loss of Lorraine's mother.
Linda Shumaker and family as they mourn the loss of her mother.
Heather Seaman and family as they mourn the loss of her grandmother and for Heather's mother,
Kathleen Poirot, on the loss of her mother.
Carolyn Batdorﬀ on the passing of her niece, Grace.
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WHAT IS PEACE?
Submied by Carolyn Batdorﬀ
The dic*onary deﬁnes peace as “a state of calm,
freedom from strife or discord, harmony in
personal rela*onships.” As I look at this
deﬁni*on of peace, I look at the world we live in
and all I see is war, strife, disease and lack of
harmony. So what is peace?
Jesus says, “Peace I leave with you, my peace I
give you. I do not give as the world gives. Do
not let your heart be troubled and do not be
afraid” (John 14:27). This speaks of the peace I
experienced in my life two years ago this month
when my husband died, unexpectedly, and I
also found out I was facing cancer surgery. The
worst of my fears seemed to be happening and,
yet, I felt no fear. This is peace. When the
sheriﬀ came to tell me of Del’s death, I did not
fall apart as I would have imagined; instead, my
ﬁrst thought was: it is God’s *ming to take Del
home. This is peace. I also know that Del had
prepared his heart and life to meet his savior.
This is peace. I knew that I was not alone as
God promises to be with us in the storms of life.
This is peace.
Do I grieve, do I feel alone; do I some*mes fear
being alone while facing the years ahead? Did I
fear going through the surgery without Del to
encourage me? The answer is “yes” to all of
these ques*ons, but, only for a short *me, as
the Holy Spirit reminds me what God has
promised me. He will be my strength and will
walk beside me. This is peace.
God’s word says, “He must turn from evil and
do good; he must seek peace and pursue it” (1

Peter 3:11). This scripture says to me that, if we
want peace, we need to sacriﬁce our *me and
pursue who God is. Then, we will have the
peace of God in us and it will overﬂow to others.
In conclusion, for me, this is peace:

 Having a personal rela*onship with God
 Knowing He is who He says He is
 Knowing I am not alone, God is with me
 Knowing He loves me and has a plan for me
 Knowing He will let me know when I fail to
keep peace
God oﬀers us peace as He holds us up and
carries us through every trial.
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THE PEACE THAT PASSES UNDERSTANDING
Submied by Nancy Balchik
“Don’t fret or worry. Instead of worrying, pray.
Let pe**ons and praises shape your worries
into prayers, leOng God know your concerns.
Before you know it, a sense of God’s wholeness,
everything coming together for good, will come
and sele you down. It’s wonderful what
happens when Christ displaces worry at the
center of your life” (Philippians 4:7, The
Message).
That scripture from Philippians makes it sound
prey easy to ﬁnd Peace, but is it really? The
*mes in my life when I have needed God’s
Peace (and I mean really needed it!), Peace
came to me from God, and I can’t say I
remember asking! I think when we hang on to
our Lord and Savior as best we can, when
tragedy strikes, He gives us His gi5 of Peace that
passes all understanding, even if at *mes we
may be unable to ask. It’s the Peace of knowing
He is right there with us. The Holy Spirit
intercedes for us and takes care of our hur*ng
hearts when there are no words to express our
deep grief or our broken heart, when life seems
just too hard! Also, God hears the prayers of
the people who love and care about us, and He
honors this love! That’s when we ﬁnd His
personal love that comes directly into our
broken hearts. We know it for certain, no
doubts at all, because He is right there with us

to see us through this tragedy that life here on
earth has given us. He loves us so much! He
has promised to always be right beside us, and
when we need Him the most, if we have given
our hearts to Him, He will never ever let us
down!
When I lost my husband in the year 2000, I was
knocked down, not knowing what had
happened or how to get myself up! It happened
so fast—no *me to think—disbelief that this
really happened! Ini*ally, I think what got me
through the ﬁrst days was thinking of my
children. I had to be an example of love and
(Continued on page 5)
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The Peace That Passes Understanding (connued from page 4)
strength to them. I especially had to be strong
for my youngest child who was only fourteen
when his Dad died. My other two children were
older and lived on their own. I just couldn’t fall
apart—my son needed me to show him the way!
God gave me His Peace that certainly passed all
my understanding by giving me quiet rest at
night, as if I were cradled in His arms, leOng me
know everything would be all right. I knew He
was holding me—I knew He was right there and
somehow things would be beer. My son and I
somehow made it through those tough, tough
*mes together. It bonded us in a very special
way, and today I couldn’t be prouder of the man
he has become! This is the ﬁrst *me I remember
receiving God’s loving Peace—directly from Him;

it was so wonderful and something I had never
felt before.
Once again, He is holding me in His loving arms
and is giving me Peace and the strength to go on,
as I now am facing a bale of cancer myself. I
know His love for me and am so grateful I know
Him and hold Him in my heart! I can count on
Him to turn my earthly worries and concerns into
His Peace that He gives me! I am so thankful I
know Him! He loves me with a deep, abiding
love that let’s me know everything will be all
right—that He will never leave me—He gives me
Peace, real Peace that passes all my
understanding!
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THE GIFT OF PEACE (connued from page 1)
His presence, grow in our trust in Him, and
allow the Holy Spirit to give us peace. Having
the peace of Christ in our hearts equips us to
share that peace with others, to play our part
in building His kingdom.

secures us when the tsunamis come. If we,
like Mary the mother of Jesus, ponder God’s
Word, if we engage in mental conversa*ons
with Him throughout the day, if we spend
quiet *me in reﬂec*on and prayer, then,
truly listen for His voice, we will discover “…
the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and
peace” (Rom 8:6). Gradually, our hearts will
open wider and wider to allow the presence
of the Prince of Peace.
Finally, I think gra*tude plays the most
essen*al role in bringing us closer to God. If
we remember God’s goodness, His mercy,
His grace, His love—If we remember that
Immanuel has been with us even during our
darkest *mes; then, we can trust Him for
today and tomorrow.
Rarely, does a
rela*onship fall apart when family members,
companions, friends and even co-workers
express gra*tude for and to one another.
Likewise, as we draw near to God with
grateful hearts, we become more aware of

Experiencing God’s peace can come at
unlikely *mes. Both of my parents died of
cancer when I was s*ll young—loss of Mom,
21 and Dad, 29. I don’t think either one of
them realized what a gi5 it was for me to
hear them say, “I am at peace with God.” I
had an absolute assurance of where they
were going when they le5 me, and painful as
that was, I slowly came to accept what I
could not understand and to trust that God
would help me ﬁnd peace. I am grateful for
the gi5s of my parents’ peace and for the
peace that, in *me, came to me as well.
Remembering Mom and Dad can s*ll bring
tears to my eyes but, seled deep within my
heart, is the cherished gi5 of peace.
With Christ at the Center, the Keeper of our
hearts, we are prepared to step forward in
faith, allowing Him to “guide our feet into
the path of peace” (Luke 1:79b). We no
longer stand, wisRully, on the shore; now,
we step into the river of life and are buoyed
up by Spirit power—a stream of mercy,
grace, love, and, yes, peace. So, let praise be
the language of our hearts. Let us sing,
“Hallelujah to the Everlas*ng Father, the
Prince of Peace.”
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SHALOM, OUR PEACE
Submied by Kathy Mar*nchek
What IS peace? In looking at deﬁni*ons, it
appears that “peace” can be deﬁned as freedom
from disturbance or chaos. Only without those,
can we experience peace as “calmness” or
“tranquility.” It is our SHALOM. It is the lack of
war from within us or from without.
Shalom means so much more that just peace. It
comes from the Hebrew word shalem, which
means: “to be safe in mind, body, or estate.” In
true Biblical sense, it incorporates an inward or
internal sense of completeness or wholeness. In
Israel, if you are fortunate enough to be greeted
by someone with shalom, they are literally saying
“may you be ﬁlled with well-being” or “may
health and prosperity be upon you.”
Where have we lost our shalom? T.S. Eliot’s
Choruses from “The Rock” so poignantly point
out where some of our lack of peace originates.

Endless invenon, endless experiment,
Brings knowledge of moon, but not of sllness;
Knowledge of speech, but not of silence;
Knowledge of words, and ignorance of The Word.
Where is the life we have lost in living?
Where is the wisdom we have lost in Knowledge?
Where is the knowledge we have lost in
informaon?
(from T.S. Eliot, “Choruses from ‘The Rock’”
Collected Poems, 1909-1935)
Look back at those last three lines. Have our
lives become so ﬁlled with “busyness” and other
things clamoring for our aen*on that we have
lost the life of peace…the peace that surpasses
all understanding? And what about Wisdom?
We have knowledge at our ﬁnger*ps every
(Continued on page 8)
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SHALOM, OUR PEACE (connued from page 7)
second of every day…all 86,400 seconds. We hear of bad news shortly a5er it occurs…in real
*me. School shoo*ngs disturb us to our core. We fear for the safety of our loved ones in our
schools. Earthquakes happen whether they shake our physical planet or our ﬁnancial world.
Informa*on can bring us knowledge but will it bring us wisdom? I’ve heard this saying:
“Knowledge is knowing that a tomato is a fruit; wisdom is NOT including tomato in your fruit
salad.” True wisdom comes from knowing His Word. In this informa*on satura*on, we need to
si5 through our rou*nes. Sort out the chaos that surrounds us. Ask ourselves a few ques*ons:
Does this _____________ (you ﬁll in the word) add to my chaos? Add to my peace? Can I
create a diﬀerent paern of “being in the world” yet not “of the world”? We all need to shed
excesses in our lives to ﬁnd peace. “ And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:7).
AND MAY WE ALL FIND OUR SHALOM.
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A NEW YEAR’S MESSAGE FROM PASTOR TED
Submied by Pastor Ted Polleys
I ﬁnd the New Year to be therapeu*c. It really is
a good chance for me to take stock of what is
true in my life. It is amazing to me when I get
clarity on what is actually true and what I
perceive to be true and how, at *mes, those
two are dras*cally diﬀerent things. Guessing
your weight and actually geOng on the scale
can be two diﬀerent experiences. For whatever
the reason, the New Year provides me with this
opportunity to get clarity on what is true in my
life.
I have a couple of diﬀerent things I am focusing
aen*on on this New Year, things that include
my physical health and spiritual health. Things
that I want to learn and things I want to
unlearn. Prac*ces that have been part of my
past that I need to begin again and prac*ces
that I have now that I need to eliminate for the
future. Part of my growth has been seeing
opportuni*es to help me succeed in these
prac*ces.
I have begun to see more and more that who I
want to be has so much to do with my life
prac*ces.
First Thessalonians 5:11 says,
“Therefore, encourage one another and build
each other up, just as, in fact, you are doing.” I
know that verse. I have read it many *mes. But
just like I know how to run doesn’t mean I
prac*ce it. I know how to encourage others, but
it doesn’t mean I do it. I know that the prac*ce
of encouraging others in the faith is a must for
the life of a disciple of Jesus.
I recently had a diﬃcult conversa*on with a
Young Life kid. I knew that within that
conversa*on I had the opportunity to be an

encouragement or another adult or Chris*an
who had failed him. It’s my prayer that I am an
encouragement. I want to encourage my wife
Sarah, my kids, young life kids, youth group kids,
worship leaders, prayer partners, youth group
and Young Life Leaders, the teachers at the
school, parents, and our neighbors to follow
Jesus. It is where we begin and end with helping
all people ﬁnd and follow Jesus. We encourage
them. We build them up. There is a *me to
discipline, but we know that it is always to be
done in love.
So this year would you join me? Would you
consider what it would look like for you to be an
encourager? How would your life be diﬀerent if
you chose encouragement instead of
complaint? This is who I desire to be in the lives
of people. It’s my prayer that it would be your
desire also.
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CONSISTORY NEWS HIGHLIGHTS
NOVEMBER CONSISTORY NEWS HIGHLIGHTS
 Lee Pranger, Clerk of Northern Michigan Classis, and Mik Suon, Coordinator of Pastoral Rela*ons
of Northern Michigan Classis, presented a brief report regarding their interviews with Ted and
Theda. The Consistory then reviewed the classis evalua*on and gave input.

 Jan Boss reported on Safe Haven Ministries and handed out their most recent newsleer.
 Chip suggested they table the discussion on ministry teams un*l December due to lack of *me.
 Chip presented the Growing Young Cohort opportunity, which was sent to Consistory in advance of
the mee*ng. A5er discussion, Consistory supported par*cipa*ng in this process as long as funding
is clearly determined.

 Aaron Wiers gave brief reports on the 2019 Budget and the current ﬁnances.

DECEMBER CONSISTORY NEWS HIGHLIGHTS
 Consistory reviewed and aﬃrmed to accept the agenda and absentee ballot for the upcoming
Congrega*onal Mee*ng.

 Pastor Chip explained how housing allowances for pastors are reported to the IRS. Pastors are to
report their housing allowances in December prior to the year’s end, and each pastor’s allowance
needs to be reﬂected on a W-2 form. The allowance should also be reﬂected in the Annual Church
Budget.

 Pastor Chip shared, from the Worship Planning Team, a recommenda*on to have two summer
worship services, instead of three, star*ng in June 2019 with a slight service star*ng-*me change
to 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Consistory approved the Worship Planning Team’s recommenda*on.

 The Leadership Retreat will be February 8 and 9, 2019.
 Pastor Chip went over the Elder/Deacon nomina*on process.
 The Deacons presented the 2019 budget. A5er discussion, Consistory approved the budget.
 Consistory was asked for names of those that could possibly ﬁll the posi*on of an at-large member
of the Execu*ve Commiee.

 Pastor Chip gave words of thanks to those Deacons and Elders who have served for the last three
years: Elders Kris Way & Gary Strange and Deacons Gary DeYoung & Mark Cosens.
(Highlights taken from Consistory Minutes provided by Pastor Chip)
---Submied by Mary Seaman
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

FREE Visual Prayer & Devotional
Journaling Event

Join us Saturday, February 23rd from 9am - noon
for a morning of crea*vity as we learn a new tool
for our spiritual toolbox-visual prayer. We will
have an opportunity to slow down, pay aen*on,
and have a visual reminder of what was li5ed up
in prayer. Addi*onally, we will explore crea*ve
Devo*onal Journaling, a prac*ce that allows you
to inten*onally read, reﬂect, and crea*vely
respond to scripture. All supplies are provided
and no prior experience is necessary. To sign up
or ﬁnd out more informa*on, stop by the
Informa*on Center or call the church oﬃce at
547-9482.
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SAFE HAVEN MINISTRIES UPATE
Submied by Jan Boss
Free Breakfast Club had its best month ever in November,
averaging 114 meals a day. We also reached an all *me high day of
157 meals. Christmas fell on a Tuesday this year, so we expanded our
serving an extra hour and had many extra volunteers. We served 110
meals. The fes*ve atmosphere was contagious and the birth of our
Savior was celebrated in a giving way. We are always in need of more
volunteers, especially as the winter months are here.

Night Light Shelter opened its doors on November 1st. We have had between 2-5 men nightly. We
have been blessed with over 30 men volunteering. Many people have signed up to bring in meals so
that we have had an over- abundance of food. A special thanks goes to those who have brought in
food. Please keep checking in on the “take them a meal” website to see what is needed. We con*nue
to accept volunteers to give our current volunteers a break.

Feed It Forward is up and running at: Flap Jack, Charlevoix Pizza, and Scovies. There have only been
a couple of “glitches” in the program that we have ﬁgured out and, now, things are running smoothly.
A huge THANK YOU to the restaurants and their servers for making this happen. All you have to do to
help with this ministry is go to one of these restaurants and pay $15 to purchase a *cket. I even heard
that Charlevoix Pizza servers are not taking their *ps but are puOng the money back into buying
*ckets. The tes*monies from diﬀerent servers, about those who purchase *ckets and those who are
using them, are heartwarming.

Random Acts of Bev has been geOng many dona*ons and we are working with the elementary
school to help with students’ meals. The fact that there are no more “alterna*ve” meals at the school
is a great step forward in helping all kids feel like they “ﬁt-in.”

Apprecia/on Breakfast: On January 19, 9:00 a.m. - We appreciate your helping with the Safe
Haven Breakfast Club, the Night Light Emergency Shelter and/or Games and Grub. We would like you
to take a Saturday morning and be treated by us for all you do. Come enjoy breakfast—we will have a
short discussion of Safe Haven and just have *me to CELEBRATE YOU! RSVP by email:
spenser3@yahoo.com, seeing Jan or Kim, or calling 231-675-5793.
If you would like to volunteer or donate to Safe Haven Ministries, give Jan Boss a call, 231-675-5793.
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KARI’S CLOSET CAN HELP GIVE THE PEACE OF CHRIST
TO FAMILIES
Submied by Ember J. Wihoe5
Some*mes it’s diﬃcult to imagine what can
cause distress to new families and families to be.
Now, try to imagine having peace if you’re a
single mom, or if you are pregnant without a
family to support you when you’re not able to
work. How do you have peace when you feel
helpless?
I’ve been the director of Kari’s Closet for a few
years now, and we have a small group of
wonderful volunteers who do what they can to
share their love and kindness to these families
and moms to be. We could use more volunteers
who have the vision of helping provide the
security that moms need by helping them select
quality items for their children.
Kari’s Closet desires to con*nue to provide some
peace through our resources and the volunteers
who are willing to help. We can only do this
with the assistance of God’s people who have a
passion to help those in need. Please contact
me if you’re able to volunteer, donate items, or
give a monetary gi5. Volunteers only need an
eye for quality items and good organiza*onal skills. Our hours are Tuesdays and Thursdays 4:30-6:00
p.m.
(We could also use a volunteer or two to shovel and/or salt the walk and turn up the heat prior to
opening *me. Please call if you are available to help.)

Page 14

In Touch with Community

BOOK REVIEW AND PERSONAL RESPONSE:
BACK IN THE GAME
Submied by Mary Seaman
Back In the Game is Louisiana
Congressman
Steve
Scalise’s
inspiring story of survival following
a near fatal gunshot wound while
prac*cing
for
the
annual
Congressional Baseball Game on
June 14, 2017. Scalise tells his
story using both ﬁrst person
narra*ve
and
through
the
perspec*ves of the numerous
heroes who worked to save his life.
He relates how, minute-by-minute,
the person with the right
experience and exper*se was in the right place
at the right *me. O5en, a few seconds would
have made the diﬀerence between life and
death. Scalise shares his convic*on that nothing
happened by coincidence; each person who
played a role in saving his life was put there by
divine appointment.
In his personal tes*mony of faith, Scalise shares
that in spite of his precarious state a5er being
hit with the assassin’s bullet, there was s*ll one
decision he could make for himself: he could
pray. He says, “I, personally, feel a deep-rooted
rela*onship with God, built on years of
conversa*ons, and I felt that those
conversa*ons gave me a founda*on to place my
burdens on His shoulders; to begin to feel peace
because, even given the condi*on I was in, I felt
that, ul*mately, He was in control of my life
(198). I think it’s signiﬁcant that Scalise doesn’t
say that peace came as a result of mul*ple
miracles, o5en with God using very human
hands. Rather, peace came while he was in the

line of ﬁre because he had an established
rela*onship with God; he was already aware of
God’s presence. He does repeatedly turn to
prayer through every step of his recovery. For
Scalise, prayer was the con*nua*on of an
ongoing conversa*on.
There are two secondary themes woven
throughout the story as well. First, Scalise tells
the gunman’s story, showing how an already sick
mind can get caught up in the inﬂammatory,
poli*cal rhetoric leading to an uncontrollable
rage. The details of the story remind us that
what a friend of a friend reads on Facebook may
provide the match for a powder keg. We vent,
thinking our words are harmless; we are
exercising our freedom of speech. However, the
consequences of unrestrained hate speech can
be dire.
Secondly, Scalise emphasizes how important it is
to know that others are praying for us. Many
people he didn’t even know shared that they
(Continued on page 17)
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KERYX—WHAT IS IT?
Submied by Kathy Mar*nchek
Have you heard of Keryx? What is it? Why
should I aend? Here are a few reasons that
this might be something you are interested in.
Keryx weekends are designed for those who are
inquiring, open, honest about Chris*anity, and
interested in developing their spiritual life.
While 'being a Chris*an' is not a prerequisite for
aending, you may ﬁnd that 'Chrisanity' is not
what you once thought is was. People who have
aended Keryx weekends have discovered
some of the following:
•
•
•
•

•

•

•
•

A new understanding of God’s gi5 of grace
through the power of the Holy Spirit
A new understanding of 'who' Jesus is and
what being 'a Chrisan' is really about
A closer rela*onship with God, walking daily
in the Holy Spirit
A new desire to serve God with a cheerful
heart, both in the church and in their
community
Improved, loving rela*onships with people
in their own church and with family
members
The freedom of forgiveness – being able to
receive forgiveness and to forgive others, to
put the past behind them and move
forward with new faith and hope
How to use small groups for teaching,
accountability, and spiritual growth
How to par*cipate in discipleship training
and to pass this knowledge on to others

•

Great fellowship with other people that
have given their lives over to God and have
a sincere desire for spiritual growth and
development

UPCOMING WEEKENDS:
MENS
Jan. 17-20, 2019 Gwinn
Feb. 7-10 Evart
Feb. 28-Mar 3 East Jordan
Oct 17-20 Detroit
WOMENS
Jan. 24-27 Gwinn
Feb. 21-24 Evert
March 7-10 East Jordan
Oct. 24-27 Detroit
For more informa*on, please contact the
website at keryxic.org or Kathy Mar*nchek at
klm1942@charter.net.
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Submied by Mary Seaman
Our children and grandchildren are o5en the
cause of our lack of peace. Our hearts of love
are also plagued by worry and anxiety. Even if
you wouldn’t classify your children or
grandchildren as “holy terrors,” they all need our
prayer and we need to place them in God’s trust
and care. We might also pray for pa*ence and
peace—both gi5s of the Spirit.

consterna*on throughout his childhood, would
make good, godly, self-controlled decisions for
himself by the *me he reached high school. Like
Jesus, who took one look at a handful of smelly
anglers and saw in them “ﬁshers of men,” John
and Kendra observed Aaron’s maddening
behavior and chose to see a bold, young leader—
a real man in the making.

HOLY TERRORS

As a senior in high school, Aaron’s Fellowship of
Chris*an Athletes chapter was barred from
adver*sing in the school newspaper. So he
turned his strong will into ac*on, phoning a
Chris*an legal advocacy group to put legi*mate
cons*tu*onal pressure on his school’s policies.
They fought. He won. And Kendra and John
knew their labors had not been in vain.

He said to them, “Follow me, and I will make
you ﬁshers of men.” (Ma7hew 4:19)
Do you have a child with a strong will? When
you look into his or her face and wonder where
he or she is going in life, what do you envision?
Perhaps your child has ins*gated so many calls
home from school that your number is on speed
dial at the principal’s oﬃce. Perhaps he or she
has dared you to enforce so many diﬀerent
house rules and boundaries that your backbone
has threatened to sue you for pain and suﬀering.
Perhaps you resonate with one of the chapter
*tles from Kendra Smiley’s book Aaron’s Way:
Prison or Presidency: “Which Route Will They
Take?” Kendra and her husband, John, can relate
to the despera*on you feel about your strongwilled child. But they would tell you that they
always knew God had a special plan in mind for
their son, Aaron. They made it their plan and
prayer that this boy, who caused them so much

There’s hope, Mom and Dad. Hang in there. Do
your job. Pray for your child. And don’t be
surprised one day if your headstrong headache
turns into a champion for Christ who melts your
heart!
Pray: What is your vision for your children?
How can you pray and work at turning the
nega*ves of their personali*es into godly
strengths? God knows what He’s doing—both in
your child and in you. Keep going, and keep
trus*ng.
(Rainey, Dennis & Barbra, Moments with You,
December 13, 2018, LS@crosswalkmail.com)
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BOOK REVIEW AND PERSONAL RESPONSE: BACK IN THE GAME
(connued from page 4)
were praying for him; these prayers—from family, friends and strangers—carried him through
his darkest moments. Prayers came from both sides of the aisle and from diﬀering races and
creeds. One man’s courageous bale, *mely heroics, and the unceasing prayers of people of
faith helped put Steve Scalise Back In the Game. The story reveals both Scalise’s inner peace
and another peace that emerges when Americans come together and unite their hearts.
(P.S. Unlike some nonﬁc*on this is a quick read (I ﬁnished the book in a day), and it is
deﬁnitely NOT poli*cal!)

EXCERPT FROM AMAZING PEACE: A CHRISTMAS POEM
By Maya Angelou
Hope is born again in the faces of children.
It rides on the shoulders of our aged as they walk into their sunsets.
Hope spreads around the earth, brightening all things,
Even hate, which crouches breeding in dark corners.
In our joy, we think we hear a whisper.
At ﬁrst it is too so5. Then only half heard.
We listen carefully as it gathers strength.
We hear a sweetness.
The word is Peace.
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January & February Hospitality Schedule
Coﬀee Hosts

Morning Greeters
JANUARY
6th 8:30am
10:15am

13th

8:30am
10:15am

20th

8:30am
10:15am

27th

8:30am
10:15am

FEBRUARY
3rd 8:30am
10:15am

10th

8:30am
10:15am

17th

8:30am
10:15am

24th

8:30am
10:15am

JANUARY
Ray & Victoria Wallick
Maurice & Mary Seaman
Richard & Janet May
Chris & Danya Drost
Kathryn Boss
Tim & Patti McCreadie
Tim & Sharon Coen
Wayne & Sandy Boss

6th

Joe & Christie Vogelheim
Norm & Lisa Carlson
Dennis & Diane Priess
John & Barb Lashmit
Ron & Mary Ann Cox
Roger & Chele Cyr
John & Sonja Martin
Emmy & Brandon Glass

Pat & Susan Klooster
Ron & Mary Ann Cox
13th Craig & Erica Boss
Kristen & Tim McClure
20th Dennis & Diane Priess
Ken & Linda Forrester
27th Aaron & Candice Wiers
Tim Troupe & Laura Kemp
FEBRUARY
3rd Available
Irv & Debbie Manville
10th Art & Jan Currey
Tim & Patti McCreadie
17th Dennis & Dianne VanGuilder
Traver & Marilyn Wood
24th Chris & Danya Drost
Ed & Pam Newcomb

Ushers
Month

8:30 a.m. Service

10:15 a.m. Service

January

Jim Malewitz

Bruce Murray

Garrett Miller

Gary Strange

Roger Rozema

Danya Drost

Jerry Dohm

Chris Drost

February

Contacts at CRC:
Michael Brown, Maintenance Engineer
Chris Maki, Pastor of Connections & Care
LilyAnn Matchett, Kitchen Manager
Erin Nickel, Office Administrator
Tammy Oliver, Children’s Minister
Ted Polleys, Associate Pastor
Chip Sauer, Senior Pastor
Theda Williams, Pastor of Worship, Creative Arts &
Leadership
Join us for Worship:
Sunday, 8:30,and 10:15 a.m.
Nursery: all services
Sunday School: 10:15 a.m.
Community Reformed Church
100 Oak St.
Charlevoix, MI 49720

crcoffice@communityreformed.net

www.communityreformed.net
Permit No. 81
Charlevoix, MI 49720

PAID

Non-Profit Org.
US Postage

Phone: 231-547-9482
Fax: 231-547-9598
Email:

