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Community Reformed Church Family, 

The elders of Community Reformed Church of Charlevoix (CRC) and the CRC Vision 
2020 Team have been meeting to review our denomination’s response to the 
conversation on human sexuality. We have read, studied, discussed, and prayed about 
what this conversation means for CRC.  

Based on this work, we are prepared to share our beliefs regarding what the Bible says 
about human sexuality, specifically regarding same-sex sexual behavior, same-sex 
orientation and same-sex marriage. And yet, we are finding that it’s important to lead 
with our values rather than just our beliefs. Clearly defining what we believe Scripture 
says is a good thing, and we understand its importance. The danger is that, in our 
preoccupation with Scriptural truth, we may act toward others from a posture that can 
be lacking in the biblical values of love and grace. Both are important. 
 
Community Reformed Church wants to be known as the hands and feet of Christ 
because we live out of deeply-held, gospel-centered values.  
 

∝ We value every person, believing all people have worth and dignity because 
they bear the image of God in their created being.  

∝ We value reconciliation because we believe we are called to pray for our 
enemies, bless those who persecute us, and love our neighbor as ourselves. 

∝ We value grace, forgiving others just as we ourselves have been forgiven. 
∝ We value relationships, community, and unity despite differences because that’s 

what we see in the Trinity.  
 
We want both to hold strongly to what we believe the Bible says and to live out our 
values. We believe this is a faithful witness to how Jesus interacted with people in his 
life. Jesus had clear convictions on prostitution, stealing, and adultery, but he was able 
to express these convictions while simultaneously offering compassion to those in his 
midst. As John 1:14 states, he was both full of grace and full of truth – both/and rather 
than either/or. Living into this tension is one of the hardest aspects of discipleship, but it 
is a necessary aspect of mature discipleship. 
 
This means that in order to take this LGBTQ+ conversation seriously, we don’t merely 
need to study the Bible passages that deal directly with same-sex sexual behavior. We 
also need to live into the model exhibited by Christ our Savior. We need to build our 
capacities regarding love and compassion. This is essential work, because to love one 
another is foundational to our witness in this world. 
 

WHY ARE WE TALKING ABOUT THIS? 

We begin by admitting that evangelical churches in America must do a much better job 
of valuing, listening to, and fostering relationships with LGBTQ+ individuals. They are 
people to be loved as Jesus loves. Some might be wondering, isn’t the Bible clear about 
same-sex sexual behavior? Unfortunately, pointing to the Bible doesn’t end the 
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conversation. No one debates what the Bible says. The debate is about what the Bible 
means. While all credible Christian scholars believe any and all sex outside of marriage 
is a sin, sincere followers of Jesus hold differing beliefs about consensual, 
monogamous, same-sex sexual behavior. That’s because different followers of Jesus 
hold different interpretations regarding what the Bible says. 

 
The church must come to terms with some areas of congregational life if it is to witness 
effectively to the LGBTQ+ individuals. 

1. The church must eliminate the double standard of morality applied to same-sex 
sexual behavior. It often seems as though the church places certain sins, 
homosexuality among them, beyond its own responsibility for ministry and, by 
implication, beyond the reach of God’s grace. 

2. The church must remember that Jesus moved toward people considered 
different or marginalized. We must do the same, acting out of our deeply held 
biblical values to love every person, no matter what, despite pressure to do 
otherwise.  

3. The church must make a genuine effort to understand people who identify as 
LGBTQ+. We must learn how to listen so others can talk and learn how to talk so 
others can listen.  We must not lead with judgment and condemnation.  We must 
lead with love and relationship. 

 
A resource we have read and discussed is Preston Sprinkle’s book, People to Be 
Loved: Why Homosexuality Is Not Just an Issue.  The author challenges those on all 
sides of the discussion to lay aside their assumptions and genuinely seek not only to 
know what the Bible actually says about homosexuality, but also to evaluate how they 
treat people who identify as being part of the LGBTQ community.  Pastor Sprinkle 
presents a compassionate, insightful, in-depth study of God’s word, taking into account 
ancient culture, and reaches some helpful conclusions based on Biblical truth.  Anyone 
with an interest in this topic is strongly encouraged to read Sprinkle’s book. 

 

RCA HISTORY 

CRC is part of a denomination: the Reformed Church in America (RCA). The issue of 
same-sex sexual behavior / marriages has been brought up for debate in the RCA 
national leadership meetings for many years. In fact, the RCA has forty years of 
conservative statements regarding human sexuality, i.e. that same-sex sexual behavior 
/ marriages are outside of God’s plan. These statements have been consistent and 
compassionate.  

(You can find this history here: https://www.rca.org/homosexuality or this helpful 
timeline: https://cccdenver.squarespace.com/timeline). 

https://www.rca.org/homosexuality
https://cccdenver.squarespace.com/timeline
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The current stance of the RCA denomination is “non-affirming” of same-sex sexual 
behavior and marriages, but there are some in the RCA who believe this stance is in 
error and have been affirming same-sex marriages and monogamous same-sex sexual 
behavior in marriage.  This has led to the divide currently within our denomination.  It 
has become clear that these denominational statements have no enforceability and 
have raised questions pertaining to moving forward as a denomination with such strong 
disagreement. 

In 2018, the RCA General Synod adopted a resolution to set up a “2020 Vision Team” 
of twelve people to study this issue and, then, make a recommendation regarding ‘how 
the RCA should move forward as a denomination.”  The completion date for the Team’s 
recommendation was the General Synod Meeting of June 2020.  The 2020 Vision Team 
did issue a report in June 2020 which recommended three, possibly four, “ways 
forward”; these can be found on the RCA website. 
(https://www.rca.org/synod/vision2020/reformed-church-in-america-vision-2020-team-
final-report/).  Due to the COVID pandemic and lock-downs, the national leadership, i.e. 
General Synod, has not met since June 2019. General Synod will meet again on 
Oct.14-19, 2021 in Tucson, AZ. 

Currently, within the RCA across the U.S., churches like ours are considering their 
options for moving forward, and when General Synod meets, a denominational 
decision(s) may be forthcoming. At that time, each local congregation will need to 
decide how to respond.  The CRC leadership has formed a team to help us prepare to 
move forward and respond to any decision made by General Synod at the October 
2021 meeting.  This document is the result of the collaborative work of our Vision Team 
and CRC Elders. 

 

BIBLICAL UNDERSTANDING 

First, we started at the beginning with a careful examination of what the Bible says 
about marriage.  We have come to the conviction that God intends for marriage to be 
between a man and a woman based on what we find in the creation narrative.  The 
union of Adam (male) and Eve (female) becomes the prototype for all God-sanctioned 
marriages (Gen. 2:24-25).  In the New Testament, Jesus highlights gender in marriage, 
saying, “But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 
Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife and two shall 
become one flesh” (Mark 10:6-8).  

Second, there are six passages of scripture that deal directly with homosexuality:  Gen. 
19:1-10; Lev. 18:22; 20:13; Rom. 1:26-27; 1Cor. 6:9; 1 Tim. 1:9-10.  We have 
thoroughly examined each passage and its larger context within the Biblical narrative.  
We have come to a number of conclusions through prayer, from our study of God’s 
word, Preston Sprinkle’s book, People to Be Loved and additional resources, and in 
dialogue with each other.  Homosexual sins are never mentioned in isolation.  They are 

https://www.rca.org/synod/vision2020/reformed-church-in-america-vision-2020-team-final-report/
https://www.rca.org/synod/vision2020/reformed-church-in-america-vision-2020-team-final-report/
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always brought up in contexts where many other sins are mentioned—greed, slander, 
gossip, and others.  There is not a hierarchy of sins.  “All have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23).  Also, we understand there is a distinction between being 
a same-sex oriented person and engaging in sexual activity with the same sex.  Certain 
orientations are reflected in our sinful nature which orient us away from God with 
desires that are not as God intended. We may be oriented to lust or gossip or physical 
attraction to the same sex.  We often call this temptation.  Behavior is when we act on 
those desires and where we cross the line into sin. This is why we believe those who 
are same-sex orientated are not guilty of a sin they have not committed.  
 

Jesus was a Jew.  His culture “unequivocally condemned” same-sex sexual relations 
(Sprinkle p. 70).  When it comes to sexual matters in general, Jesus takes a very strict 
stance compared to other rabbis of his day.  This is evidenced by the stand Jesus takes 
in regard to adultery: “But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful 
intent has already committed adultery with her in his heart” (Matt. 5:26). We recognize 
sin is sin and Jesus cares deeply about obedience.  Yet Jesus “pulls repentance and 
obedience out of souls, not by laying down the law, but by laying down love” (Sprinkle 
74).  The punishments we see in the Old Testament are replaced by grace, our sins 
washed away by the sacrificial blood of Jesus.  

In reviewing God’s word on marriage, the Elders affirm:  

∝ Marriage is only between a man and woman. 
∝ Same-sex sexual behavior is against God’s design. 
∝ CRC pastors will not be conducting same-sex marriages and the elders will not 

permit the church facility to be used for marriages that are not between a man 
and a woman. 
 

CLOSING 

We believe that all people should have the opportunity to hear the Gospel and Jesus’ 
invitation to relationship with Him and, through the power of the Holy Spirit, be led to 
repentance and salvation.  As followers of Jesus, we understand that love doesn’t mean 
affirming one’s behavior; love confronts AND forgives. However, rather than leading 
with condemnation and judgment (also sin), we encourage people toward Jesus, 
affirming the humanity of all people, praying the Holy Spirit will redirect, restore and, 
ultimately, redeem each human soul.   

Above all, we want to be driven by love.  The mission statement of Community 
Reformed Church encompasses the Great Commission and the Great Commandment.  

“To help all people find and follow Jesus” 

This mission statement is driven by love, love for ALL OF our neighbors who need to 
experience Christ through each of us and Community Reformed Church. 
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RECOMMENDED RESOURCES  

 
Books 
 
People to Be Loved: Why Homosexuality Is Not Just an Issue, by Preston Sprinkle 
 
Washed and Waiting: Reflections on Christian Faithfulness by Wesley Hill 
 
Brim Stone: The Art and Act of Holy Nonjudgement by Hugh Halter 
 
Two Views on Homosexuality, the Bible, and the Church by Preston Sprinkle and Stanley 
Gundry. 
 
Articles 
 
“Can Anglicans in North America Offer Something Better Than Gay Marriage?” by Pieter Valk, 
Anglican Compass. May 13, 2020 
 
"How to Walk Well Alongside LGBTQ+ People" by Laurie Krieg, The Banner.  May 25, 2020 
 
“Born This Way? It’s Way More Complicated Than That” by Alia E. Dastagir, USA Today. April 
10, 2018. 
 
“Many Genes Influence Same-Sex Sexuality, Not a Single 'Gay Gene'.” by Pam Belluck, The 
New York Times. August 29. 2019. 
 
 
Reformed Church in America Information 
 
Reformed Church in America, Statements of General Synod 
 
A Timeline of Homosexuality & Marriage in the RCA 
 
Great Lakes Catechism on Marriage and Sexuality 
This Catechism, written by Branson Parler, a professor at Kuyper College, was sent as an 
overture from two classes and our Regional Synod to the 2018 General Synod.  The 2019 
General Synod declined to receive this catechism as a RCA “catechism” based on the 
Commission of Theology’s review of the document, instead instructing that it be referred to as a 
‘teaching tool’ for future denominational references. 
 

https://www.amazon.com/People-Be-Loved-Homosexuality-Issue/dp/0310519659/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2KVG4SAQJQU3L&dchild=1&keywords=people+to+be+loved+by+preston+sprinkle&qid=1629293355&sprefix=people+to+be+loved%2Caps%2C216&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Washed-Waiting-Reflections-Faithfulness-Homosexuality/dp/0310534194/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=washed+and+waiting&qid=1629293399&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Brimstone-Art-Act-Holy-Nonjudgment-ebook/dp/B00USNAQG2/
https://www.amazon.com/Views-Homosexuality-Bible-Church-Counterpoints/dp/0310528631/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1NCWNVMIPYNG2&dchild=1&keywords=two+views+on+homosexuality&qid=1629293504&sprefix=two+views+on+hom%2Caps%2C197&sr=8-1
https://anglicancompass.com/can-anglicans-offer-something-better-than-gay-marriage/
https://www.thebanner.org/features/2020/05/how-to-walk-well-alongside-lgbtq-people
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2017/06/16/born-way-many-lgbt-community-its-way-more-complex/395035001/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/29/science/gay-gene-sex.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share
https://www.rca.org/homosexuality
https://cccdenver.squarespace.com/timeline
https://rca.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/GLCatechism.pdf

