
Outdoor Services at MABC 

 
Church Family, 
 
I cried when I heard the news. 
For the first time in 15 months, our whole church will be meeting together in one service. I 
could not be more excited! 
 
If you haven’t already heard, the province moves into Phase 1 this Friday, which means 
outdoor religious services are allowed for as many as can remain physically distant. 
 
So it is my honour to announce to you (drumroll please) the details of our new outdoor 
service: 
 

• 9:30 am  
• MABC’s Back Parking Lot 
• Starting this Sunday, June 13 
• ~ please bring your own chair or picnic blanket ~  

 
Note:  
This Sunday will be a communion service, so please prepare yourself for the Lord’s Table.  
 
There are two “rules” for our outdoor services: 
 

• The first rule is: This is for everyone.  
It’s for those who’ve been chomping at the bit to gather; it’s for those whose 
“gathering muscles” have atrophied over the last year plus. It’s for you. And it’s for 
those who are different from you. One implication of this is this is a “no shade” zone. 
What I mean is, this will not be a place where we have to be on edge about our own 
personal COVID views. Different views will be represented at our gathering, but 
we’ll all be united under Christ. So no looking sideways at others; nobody looking 
sideways at you. A second implication is that if there is something that would hold 
you back from coming, we want to hear from you. If we’re able to help, we want to 
do what we can to enable you to come out. 
 

• The second rule is: Embrace what it is. 
We are not attempting to simply replicate outdoors what we do indoors. An outdoor 
service is an altogether different animal with different strengths and weaknesses. 
Instead of lamenting the things that it is not, we want to embrace what it is. For 
whatever reason, God has given us a season to experience a different way of doing 
church. The essentials will remain the same: God’s people, gathered around God’s 
Word, declaring God’s glory. But let’s embrace the changes that this new venue and 
format provide, even if they stress us a bit. For example, dress to be comfortable in 
the outdoors. Feel free to bring an umbrella to keep the sun off of you. And don’t be 
worried about your kid being a bit rambunctious.  
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Here are some logistics that should help you as you prepare: 

• The meeting will take place in the back parking lot (the “way” back one we recently 
paved). A small platform will be at the front of that parking lot, so the congregation 
will be sitting in the parking lot, facing the church. 

• In order to accommodate the service, the single-lane exit on the North side of our 
building will be closed. 

• When you arrive, parking lot attendants will help you find parking. Please reserve 
spots nearest the back parking lot for the elderly or single parents. 

• Ushers will be there to greet you, offer you hand sanitizer, and provide you with an 
order of service with the song lyrics on it. 

o Ushers will not be registering attendance or asking screening questions. We 
trust that if you have COVID-like symptoms, you know to stay home. 

• You are free to find your own seat. Lines have been laid out to help you set up your 
spot two meters from others. Please keep aisles clear. 

o Space in tents is reserved for our seniors and those who need to limit 
exposure to the sun. 

o Space in the front is reserved for those who need to exit immediately after 
the service ends. Mask use is strongly encouraged in this area throughout the 
service. 

o Space in the back is reserved for more active families (though families are 
welcome to sit wherever they’d like). 

• We encourage everyone to bring a mask, to wear it when moving to and from their 
seat, as well as any other time physical distancing cannot be maintained. Masks are 
available for those who don’t bring one. 

• Our children’s team has prepared sidewalk chalk and activity packets for the kids. 
The ushers will have them on hand. 

• Indoor washrooms are available. In keeping with our abuse prevention policy, a 
monitor will be at the outside door, letting people know when they can enter. 

 
FAQ 
 

1. Why the early start time? 
The main goal of the early start time is to limit exposure to the hot sun. The earlier 
start time will also ease the change to two indoor services if weather forces us 
indoors. 
 

2. What is the rationale behind our mask policy? 
Health officials do not require the use of face masks if physical distancing can be 
maintained outdoors. While the back parking lot provides adequate space for our 
congregation with physical distancing, there remains a high likelihood that people 
will be unable to maintain that distance when finding their seat or visiting. We know 
there is not one shared perspective on masks within our church. However, some in 
our church are cautious about coming to a large gathering if there are no masks. 
Further, churches have been given special permission to meet when others have not, 
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so we don’t want to “flaunt” our position by any hint of carelessness. These 
considerations drive our mask policy. 
 

3. What health and safety protocols are in place? 
The most important piece is that we are meeting outdoors. Research shows that 
COVID transmission is minimal outdoors. We also are asking everyone to maintain 
physical distancing, as well as encouraging people to wear a mask in situations 
where physical distancing is difficult. Hand sanitizer will be available, distributed 
items (e.g. orders of service, communion cups) will be handed out by a gloved and 
masked usher, and all shared items (e.g. Bibles) will be disinfected prior to use.  
 

4. What is the rain plan? 
If rain is in the forecast, a decision will be made at 6:30 am on whether to proceed 
with the outdoor service. If the service is moved indoors, we will add an additional 
service at 11:00 am to accommodate everyone (indoor services are limited to 15% 
capacity). Indoor services will be run identically to how they were earlier in 2021, 
except without nursery and children’s church. 
 
We will communicate the change via email, church website, and church voicemail. If 
no “rain plan” communication goes out, the outdoor service is still on. 
 

5. Will the service be livestreamed? 
Due to technical challenges, the outdoor service will not be livestreamed. The 
sermon will be recorded and uploaded to our YouTube channel shortly after the 
completion of the service (link is on our webpage). If rain causes the service to be 
moved indoors, both services will be livestreamed. 
 

6. What about other church ministries? 
Our prayer meeting will be outdoors and in person at the Racinsky’s. It also resumes 
in-person this Sunday (yay!). For all other ministries, please reach out to the 
ministry leader over that area as plans vary by ministry. 

 
If you have any further questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to reach out to us. 
I look forward to seeing you on Sunday! 
 
With love, 
 
James Seward 
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