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Avondale UMC - A place for spiritual enrichment through participation in a caring church family. 
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Connecting With God,  

Caring For the Whole 

Our Mission: “To Make Disciples  of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World” 

“Just another meeting? No!” 

The Book of Discipline of UMC defines the purpose of church council as the follow-
ing: “The Church Council shall provide for PLANNING and IMPLEMENTING a pro-
gram of nurture, outreach, witness, and resources in the local church. It shall also pro-
vide for the administration of its organization and temporal life. It shall ENVISION, 
PLAN, IMPLEMENT, and annually EVALUATE the mission and ministry of the 
church…” (¶ 252.1) 

Last night (July 8) Avondale’s Church Council worked together for the above purpose; 
it was one of the most “church council-like” meetings. Many ministry teams and ad-
ministrative committees shared their plans and visions. The Council members listened 
and discussed how to implement them for the church.  

• The pastor presented the MKI (Multiplying Kingdom Impact) Road Map: explain-
ing where we are in the program and what next steps are on the way.  

• Radical Hospitality team shared their big wild dreams which include new church 
signs, welcome flags, alteration of sanctuary (relocation of communion table and 
removal of several pews), working with a marketing group, Fall Festival and etc.  

• Reconciling Ministry (Welcoming Task Force) team is one of “New Places for 
New People” in Avondale. The participants are learning how Avondale can be-
come a welcoming and affirming congregation to ALL people regardless of their 
sexual orientation, expression, or identity. 

• Stewardship Committee reported the progress of a new capital campaign. (You 
can hear more from them soon!) 

• Education Committee invites the church to VBS celebration this Saturday & Sun-
day and asks prayer for LOVE WELL (2019 UMC youth conference) participants.  

• PPRC (Pastor-Parish-Relation Committee) is in the process of hiring a new music 
director and works for changing office staff’s new job descriptions and work hours 
based on the current financial capacity.  

• Finance Committee presented the comparison of revenues and expenses since 
2013. The report reveals what we are supposed to consider and plan for the future.    

I might have missed a couple of committees’ reports. Overall, it was one of the most 
productive council meetings this year. As the senior pastor, I feel proud of all council 
members who participated last night. We did envision, plan, evaluate and look for how 
to break through our doubts and fears! The council should make more and more im-
portant decisions and implement new projects and programs this year. It is a mission 
impossible without the congregation’s prayer and support.  

Every council meeting is open to all church members. (Please, contact the church of-
fice if you want to attend the next meeting on Aug.19) You can speak and participate 
in discussion at the meeting. If you are called to use your leadership skills and gifts as 
a council member, let your pastor or lay leader (Elizabeth Boman) know. The Nomi-
nation Committee should prayerfully consider your name for the following year’s 
church council. As we pray daily, all of us are called to “discern God’s purpose to ful-
fill God’s will for our church and community.”   

In Christ,  Choongho Kwon  



Being Faithful 
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JUNE 23, 2019 

Our Presence 

8:30 a.m. Sunday Worship ............................... 19 

10:50 a.m. Sunday Worship ............................. 56 

Sunday School .................................................. 27 

Received This Week ............................. $2,721.00 

 

JUNE 30, 2019 

Our Presence 

8:30 a.m. Sunday Worship ............................... 25 

10:50 a.m. Sunday Worship ............................. 70 

Sunday School .................................................. 50 

Received This Week ............................. $2,095.00 

Second Hand Ministries ....................... $1,000.00 

 

JULY 7, 2019 

Our Presence 

8:30 a.m. Sunday Worship ............................... 26 

10:50 a.m. Sunday Worship ............................. 74 

Sunday School .................................................. 58 

Received This Week ............................. $6,258.00 

 

 

 

 

Contribution: A contr ibution has been given in 
honor of Larry and Dorothy Joiner’s 60th wedding 
anniversary  by Kay Swanson. 
 

      
July Mission Opportunity 

     Avondale's children are spending July Sundays 
in Africa! They are loving the songs and scenery 
and various animals as they learn Bible stories and 
about God's love.  Each week we also watch a video 
of children in an African village and compare their 
lives to ours.  How blessed we are! Our offering will 
be sent to the Global Health division of Global 
Ministries, where every $10 will vaccinate a child 
against childhood diseases.  Please join Avondale's 
children in helping to make life better and healthier 
for children and families in Zambia. 
      This Sunday when worship begins in Wesley 
Hall with the children, you will have a chance to 
join the children by placing your coins, bills and 
checks in our African acacia tree.  
 

The food pantry has collected 107 items of food 
and hygiene products. Thanks for your 
continued support! 

 

    Thank you … 

     A big thank you to AUMC for all the cards and well 
wishes for our 60th anniversary. Thank you to 
everyone for taking the time to come celebrate with us. 
Avondale has been an important part of our lives for 
over 50 years and we appreciate the love and support. 

Larry and Dorothy Joiner 
       
     It is with a grateful heart that I thank you all for the 
get well cards, the “can we do anything for you cards” 
and the cards that made me laugh!  They all made my 
recovery more tolerable and knowing our Church 
family is always there to surround us with love is 
priceless. 

Blessings, Jeanne Jacobs 

 

 

Welcoming Task Force - A Church For All People 

     The Avondale Welcoming Task Force has been 
meeting the last couple months to discuss the 
possibility of becoming part of the Reconciling 
Ministries Network (RMN). The RMN is an 
organization dedicated to the inclusion of people of all 
sexual orientations and gender identities in the policies 
and practices of the United Methodist Church. The 
Welcoming committee feels that Avondale would 
benefit from being known as a welcoming and 
affirming congregation and is taking steps in that 
direction. To this end we have been meeting to discuss 
and learn more about what it means to be more 
inclusive and how to address these topics in not only 
our church but in the diversity of our community. We 
also invite the congregation as a whole to be part of 
this process through events we will be holding, 
including our current book study on God And The Gay 
Christian by Matthew Vines, an exploration of what 
the Bible says about homosexuality. The next book 
study is on Monday July 15th at 6:30 p.m. covering 
chapters 2-3. Even if you haven't had a chance to do 
the reading we would love to have you join us for 
discussion and study. We welcome any questions or 
thoughts you may have. Please feel free to reach out to 
either Timothy Sallee or Elizabeth Boman and we will 
get back to you as soon as possible.  
 

Vacation Bible School 
 Saturday, July 13, 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Lunch served. 
Sunday, 9:30 a.m. to noon  

Children and grandchildren are welcome to attend even 
if they have not attended previous sessions 
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THURSDAY, JULY 11 

10:00 a.m. Breakthrough Prayer  
6:00 p.m. Emotionally Healthy Spirituality class 

 

SATURDAY, JULY 13 

9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. VBS, lunch included 

10:00 a.m. Book Club 

11:15 a.m. Library Committee 

 

SUNDAY, JULY 14 

9:30 a.m. to Noon VBS 

 

MONDAY, JULY 15 

6:30 p.m. Book Study in Room 14 

7:00 p.m. Finance meeting in Contemporary Life 

 

TUESDAY, JULY 16 

No Bible Study July 16 and 23rd, resumes July 30 

 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 17 

3:00 p.m. Thrift Shop Board meeting in Room 14 

 

THURSDAY, JULY 18 

10:00 a.m. Breakthrough Prayer 
6:00 p.m. Emotionally Healthy Spirituality class 

 

MONDAY, JULY 22 

10:00 a.m. Newsletter deadline 

 

 

THRIFT SHOP HOURS 

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Wednesday through Friday 

12 to 3 p.m. Saturdays   
 

 

 

   Library News: Due to VBS this Saturday, book club 
will meet in Contemporary Life. Also, MCPL is having a 
hard time rounding up enough copies of the book for 
September, Flat Broke with Two Goats. I guess it's really 
popular. :-) So MCPL will be sending us as many copies 
as they can get (right now that number is four); we have 
one copy in the church library; and there are several 
electronic copies and downloadable audio copies 
available if you like those formats. If you have some 
extra time this month you may wish to check out the 
church library copy or go for one of the e-copies early, 
and when we get the MCPL copies we can pass them 
around among those who haven't gotten it yet. 
     See you Saturday.  

Sandy Keeney 

 

    Traveling to North Carolina was a long drive 
especially in the pouring rain, but it gave us a chance to 
clear our heads for the coming week.  Sunday 
evening’s opening worship officially started the week. 
Sitting in the auditorium in the middle of 730 
musicians worshiping in full voice and in 4 part 
harmony as hymns were sung with drama and dance 
was overwhelming.  That worship set the tone for the 
entire week. 
   Waking up and starting each morning with another 
worship using different styles of liturgy and song but 
each morning an inspiring message to get us started.  
   We then had 2 hours of rehearsals, bells for Sandy 
and me, choir for others, dance and drama for some 
more.  Break for lunch, then reading sessions and 
seminars in the afternoon.  Each night there was a 
concert after dinner (Junaluska Singers, youth talent 
show, Organ/Chamber Choir). Thursday was the same 
as other days except after lunch were the various final 
concerts. Children’s choir, dance, instrumental, and 
handbell. The evening concert was adult choir, and 
youth choirs. 
   Friday closing worship included Communion and 
then we left through the Smokey Mountains with our 
heads in the clouds.  
   This is an annual Workshop and it is open to choir 
members, youth and children. If anyone is interested in 
attending in the future I can recommend it without 
hesitation. 

Mark Keeney 

 
July Birthdays 

2: Sydney Montgomery, Ethel Winfrey 

3: Karsten Flinn 

5: Buster West 
6: Charles Hoopes 

10: William (Will) House 

12: Kay Swanson, Madison Wear 
14: Beckett Ewing 

16: Violet Cogswell  
17: Linda Sandrock, Sharon Widmier  
20: Diana Wescott 
21: Juanita Taylor, Jan Keeney 

22: Dave Jacobs, Samuel Kwon 

24: Dorothy Joiner 
25: Les Lowrey 

28: Lauri Smith 

29: Dorothy Weiss, Linda Brill 

Current calendar information is always available at www.avondalemethodist.org 



Avondale United Methodist Church 
3101 NE Winn Road 
Kansas City, MO 64117 
 
 
Phone: 816-452-3518 
Early Worship 8:30 a.m. 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 
Morning Worship 10:50 a.m. 
Email: avondaleumc@gmail.com 
Website: www.avondalemethodist.org 

 
 

 
 
 
 

   https://www.facebook.com/AvondaleUMCkcmo/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Love Well Youth 2019 is the larg-
est gathering of United Methodist 
young people in the world. This 
year’s event takes place in  Kan-
sas City. Our Youth will give a 
report about the gathering this 
Sunday, July 14. 

VBS  participants pictured with Rev. Kristy Schmitz 

July 14 VBS & Youth Sunday 

Wesley Hall, 10:50 a.m. 


