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Bagel Theology
Exodus 19:6 And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.
When God determined to set Israel apart from all other nations, it was for the purpose of revealing His sovereignty over all humanity, not just Jewish people. How incredible that the Lord chose the least of all nations to demonstrate His greatness.

The history of Israel has been front-page news since the day Moses returned to Egypt – following his encounter at the burning bush on the far side of Midian. Yet, even prior to that divine encounter, the calling on Israel to be God’s chosen ones has caused this nation’s destiny to fluctuate from ecstasy to catastrophe.

The Lord used the Jews to begin to tell His Story, or if you will, to give us the first half of the bagel. The Jews were given the unique privilege of possessing the oracles of God. What started as sanctified scrolls, as divinely dictated to Moses on Mount Sinai and carried in the Ark of the Covenant to the Promised Land, eventually led Israel to protect this holy heritage by carefully concealing these parchments away so that future generations would know of our great God.

Those same precious writings are now canonized as the Holy Scriptures – sold by the million across our planet. The sacred verses contained in these documents have been painstakingly preserved over millennia so the history of God’s supernatural intervention into the affairs of humanity would be accurately reported and recorded and the story of the Jewish nation would never be forgotten.

It was for this reason that Israel was set apart from all other nations. It is also for this reason that so many nations have sought what Israel was granted – an intimate relationship with God. The Lord knew that in our fallen state separating one group of people from another would create tension. Inevitably humanity will strive to regain what it believes it has lost. Sibling rivalry, covetousness, and favoritism fuel the fires of our competitive natures. The Bible is chock full of such drama.

As our competitive nature has played out on this earthen stage, the other nations of the world were exposed to the Holy Spirit. God wished His blessings to reach the Gentiles. And like Israel, they came rushing enthusiastically after Him. Their hunger for power was so overwhelming that these newcomers pushed aside the Jews, the ones who held their heritage in hand. The season for the other nations to know God had begun. The second half of the bagel was revealed.

It has been the better part of two millennia since this occurred. Today we have now come full circle to that time of the fullness of these other nations. This fullness reflects the knowledge that Jew and Gentile are one in their Messiah Yeshua.

We have now entered the era when both the first nation and all other nations have their futures inexorably enfolded together as One New Man, partners dancing to the same sacred songs of worship.

Romans 11:15-16 For if their being cast away is the reconciling of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead? For if the firstfruit is holy, the lump is also holy; and if the root is holy, so are the branches.

For centuries the olive tree of Israel has branched in a multitude of directions seeking sustenance while being severed from its roots. The fullness of the nations of the world is exemplified by this reconnecting to their own roots. As Jew and Gentile are restored as one in Yeshua, the Messiah of Israel, the two halves of the bagel are reunited. Because of the sacrifice of Yeshua, our Firstfruits, the two, Jews and Gentiles, are made one. This has always been God’s ultimate plan for His children.

May you spread the joy of the Lord between these two halves of manna and taste and see that the Lord is so very, very good. Please pass the honey.

L’Shanah Tovah to you! A Happy New Year! May this year bring you great joy and peace as you prosper in His Presence. Shalom.

