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The Law and Promises of God
Is the law then against the promises of God? Certainly not! For if there had been a law given which could have given life, truly righteousness would have been by the law. But the Scripture has confined all under sin, that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe. But before faith came, we were kept under guard by the law, kept for the faith which would afterward be revealed. Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. [Galatians 3:21-24]

The Apostle Paul explains that the Law, referring to the Old Covenant, and specifically to Torah (the first five books penned by Moses), continues to be valid, even though the Messiah of Israel has appeared.

In so doing, two major things are accomplished. First, the Law that stands as the covenant made between the Lord and Israel is not to be discarded. Second, the Law now needs to be viewed in a fresher context.

We need to see the Ten Commandments, the Torah, and Tenakh as foundational. These are our guidelines for righteous living. The Law was given to mark the beginning of our scriptural relationship with God. Contrary to being an end unto itself, the Law is to be built upon.

Yet knowing how God wants us to live a holy life, we quickly discover how we fall far short of this goal. Righteous living requires more than simply following the letter of the Law.

Paul surprises us. The Scriptures reveal that the Law alone can’t bring us life. If they could give us life, then the Law would be the means of gaining righteousness. Rather, the Law caused us all to be confined by our sin! Ouch.

Why would a loving God want to show us our failures? This is a difficult question. In fact, many turn from the biblical view of God due to the obvious presence of sin in the world. We surmise that a loving God would not allow such darkness to reside here. We fortify ourselves by deciding we are basically good. In so doing we reject the standard for righteousness that God provides as the reason for His Law and adopt a self-made measure of our own righteousness. Careful, it’s easy to be snared by this trap.

There is ample history to justify our own definition of righteousness. For much of Christianity, this awareness of sin has been manipulated as guilt and shame. While we have accepted the Lord’s commandment to offer forgiveness, it is not for the reason of diminishing our value or for elevating the clergy. The Law has a different purpose. Our Father gives us the Law to protect us and to teach us, by showing us our great need for Him.

We are shown our sin so we will seek the Lord’s forgiveness. When we forgive one another, it is to mirror the love that God has poured into us by virtue of the sacrifice and resurrection of His beloved Son, Yeshua. Our own righteousness is not the standard for forgiveness. God alone can absolve us of our sins. So he sent Yeshua to demonstrate righteous love.

When Yeshua came as the Passover Lamb he became the atoning sacrifice for our sin. The Law that had convicted us of our sin was now fulfilled! In this new light we see the Law was used to draw us closer to God as we recognize our need for our Messiah to be righteous. By ascribing Yeshua’s righteous life to our own, forgiveness is offered once and for all. Sin, shame, and guilt no longer overshadow our lives. By having faith that Yeshua has lifted the burden of sin and set us free, the purpose for the Law has been accomplished. Hallelujah!

It is within the context of faith, not failure, that we discover the love of God. From the date of Yahweh’s covenant with Abraham forward, this dynamic principle of righteousness is based on faith. It was the faith of Abraham that made the difference. God established His Covenant with our patriarch as he slept. Righteousness was not earned – it was given.

 And he [Abraham] believed in the LORD, and He accounted it to him for righteousness. [Genesis 15:6]
The first giving of the Law was ultimately to teach us about faith. Then we received a New Covenant, confirming the Promise of God’s righteous love. Messiah Yeshua came down to earth in the humble posture of a man, hiding His manifest glory, until the Day of Firstfruits, the resurrection of our Lord.

Thus our faith takes us past our sin to our true goal: the realization of the Promise of God’s love – that He would send His very own Son here to die for our sins, that all might have eternal life with Him. Amen

