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Freedom
John 5:46-47 For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote about Me. But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My words?”

Are you willing to give up what you believe is right, if it does not agree with what the Lord asks of you?

Don’t be too quick to answer. Today’s so-called “believer” often claims a relationship with the Lord that does not follow His teaching. How can this be?

Let’s look at the way we express our freedom. In a liberated society, the strong desire to exercise personal freedom can push us beyond the boundaries of appropriate behavior. We claim a godly privilege, then, we abuse it.

In the name of liberty, we have stepped away from accountability. Because we are making freedom of choice the highest expression of our liberty, we have redefined the boundaries of godly wisdom and biblical values to justify our right to make any choice we desire. This won’t stand in the light.

Our freedom was purchased for us. None of us were around when the Lord laid down His life in exchange for our own. He didn’t ask our permission. He just did it.

Yet, in the name of freedom, we have been sliding backwards down the slippery slope of disillusionment. And, like Israel, Yeshua reminds us that we are employing the names of our ancestors to justify behavior that the prophets would have found deplorable.

Just like the Holy Scriptures, the crafters of our own government had a righteous, God-directed reason for embracing what they did. Jefferson penned at the conclusion of our Declaration of Independence, “And for the support of this declaration, with a firm Reliance on the Protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our Fortunes, & our sacred Honor.”

An insistence on freedom without accountability stands in stark contrast to our American heritage. Instead of looking to the context and intent of our inspired leaders, we risk reconstituting their definition of freedom.

Let’s not make this same error again. We may look to our founding fathers and claim the freedom of choice, but, like the Judeans, we must learn not to assign inappropriate arguments that are ill fitted to the issues at hand?

The Declaration of Independence is a Holy Spirit inspired document identifying our absolute reliance on our Creator to express freedom. This instrument set everything on the line. It is not possible for us to make a proper commitment to liberty without God.

While I am not claiming the same spiritual authority of our nation’s blueprint for freedom, I am pointedly drawing the parallel that Yeshua used with his disciples. According to Yeshua, those who claimed unbroken relationship with Moses needed to adhere to his writings.

As the disciples weighed the words of Yeshua, they were often upset with His claims. In their defense, they pointed to their Hebrew patriarch, Moses. By standing on their heritage, it was inferred that their relationship with God was secure.

Yeshua steps into the middle of this argument by reminding the Judeans that any connection between them and their ancestry requires more than a familial bloodline. To stand on Moses’ name means to accept the teachings that he stood for and recorded for us to embrace.

Yeshua saw many of his so-called followers’ improperly justifying an association with Moses and dismissed their claims. This did not win him many friends. Sometimes it is hard to follow our Lord. Choosing freedom often means accountability.

By the grace of God, He has shown us in His Word that there is a divine plan and expression of freedom that grants us genuine freedom. Let’s use this liberty to worship and adore our Savior with uninhibited joy. First Fruit First means we are free in Yeshua. Hallelujah!

