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Activities 
As the Texas Civil War Museum is a learning museum, there are activities developed to accompany as student's visit to our facilities in accordance with TEKS. Many of the activities will also be compatible with other curriculums other than history, such as math, English, geography, art, journalism, speech/communications.
Activity #1 Compare and Contrast
TEKS 8:28

Materials: Venn Diagram and Diamante poem, Composition.

Procedure: Using a Venn Diagram, students should compare and contrast the accoutrements of the soldiers of both the Union and Confederate Army to determine how invention and innovation impacted daily life.

Students will create a Diamante poem to illustrate the differences.

Students will write essay of comparison and/or contrast.
Activity #2 Artifact and Analysis
TEKS 8:27 113.3(25) 8:30

Materials: Overhead projector or blackboard

Procedure: Have students brainstorm artifacts found in the Texas Civil War Museum that fit into each of the following categories:

   1. Things that have not changed much over time.

   2. Things that have changed greatly over time.

   3. Things that have become obsolete.

Students should write a eulogy for one of the obsolete items, celebrating past importance.
Activity #3 Journal Writing
TEKS 8:31

Materials: Journal Entry page

Procedure: Tell students to pretend they are one of the soldiers in the war, or one of the women in the Victorian era. They should create a journal entry about a typical day in their life from the viewpoint of that person.
Activity #4 Geography/Map Skills
TEKS 8:10 a.b 8:11

Materials: A map of the United States in 1861. Have students identify the locations of battles Texans were involved in during the war. Students may also calculate the distance from Texas to the battle sites to discover how far from home Texans traveled.
Activity #5 Ranking and Evaluation
TEKS 113.3(25)

Materials: 10 index cards listing the personal items of the common Civil War soldier.

Procedure: Before presenting the lesson, create class sets of card listing 10 items carried by the soldier for personal use. Divide students into groups and give them a set of cards. Instruct students to rank the 10 items according to their importance.

Have students share their rankings with the class and explain their reasoning.

Tell students that because of long marches and rigor of war they are going to have to leave 5 of the 10 items behind. Ask students to evaluate which 5 should be retained and defend their choices.
Activity #6 Unionist/States Rights Debate
TEKS 113:3(25)

Materials: Textbooks and other reference materials

Procedure: Have students read accounts of sectional differences as well as the Constitution of the United States in 1860 and the Constitution of the Confederate States of America. Organize students in teams to debate the issue from the viewpoint of the citizens living in both the North and the South.
Activity #7 Acrostic Poem
TEKS 8:3

Materials: Acrostic Poem Form

Procedure: Instruct students to create an acrostic poem that contains information about the Texas Civil War Museum on each line.
Activity #8 Interview
TEKS 113.35(17)

Materials: none required, but audio/video equipment could enhance the assignment

Procedure: Ask students to imagine that they can travel back in time to the period represented by a Civil War soldier or a woman or child represented in the museum. Divide the students into groups and have them develop interview questions that they would ask them about their lives.

Extension Activity: Have students change questions with another group and research the answer to the questions.
Activity #9 Creativity
TEKS 113.35

Materials: paper and markers

Procedure: Direct students to design a commemorative stamp to honor the Texas Civil War soldier.

- Or -

Students can create a bumper sticker pertaining to the Civil War.

- Or -

Students can design an original flag that would have been used by a Texan unit.
Activity #10 Imagination
TEKS 113:35(21c)

Materials: Class set of index cards with "Would you rather be" phrases. These could be people of the period (names, private soldier, general, surgeon, sailor, woman, man) or they could be objects (such as cannon ball, hardtack, horse, flag, hoop skirt, amputation knife, etc.)

Procedure: Distribute a "would you rather be: card to each student. Each student will share their response with the class and explain their rationale.
Activity #11 Research
TEKS 113:24 ( 8:29) ( 8:30)

Materials: reference sources

Procedures: Have students recall artifacts they identified while touring the museum. Students will be assigned to groups to research an artifact utilizing the information. The artifacts can be presented during a class discussion.
Activities #12 Research #2 and Timeline
TEKS 113.24 ( 8:27 8:29 8:30 b c)

Materials: Reference source, paper and various art materials such as markers, crayons, etc.

Procedure: Divide Students into 4 groups. Have each group research a decade that was represented in the Victorian Dress gallery: 1860, 1870, 1880, and 1890. Have students identify important historical events that took place during their assigned decade. Create a period newspaper story describing one of the events. Include a fashion advertisement depicting the popular style of the time period.

Extension activity: Challenge the students to create a timeline using the data they collected. They should be creative in using the available materials to depict significant events on the timeline.
