
Worship Services - Sundays: Traditional—9:00 am · Praise –11:00 am  

        Wednesday worship—6:15 pm  

services are also streamed live on Facebook at WUMC Facebook and posted for you to view 

at anytime on the WUMC Website, you may also view on the Windcrest United Methodist 

YouTube channel.  
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Like us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/windcrestumc  
Instagram: windcrestunitedmethodistchurch 
Twitter: windcrestumc 

January 2022 

Wifi- WUMC-Guest 

password: disciples 

Text in Church   

210-817-7007  

Text To Give  

210-903-5589 

Call to Listen 

210-202-2811 

https://www.facebook.com/windcrestumc/
http://windcrestumc.org/Worship-service-videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCg5bzQ3jblgXyk95MGSYvmA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCg5bzQ3jblgXyk95MGSYvmA


 From Pastor Jim McClain 
Welcome Home 

As we celebrate Christmas and 2021 draws to a close, we look forward to a new year full of 
new beginnings. The past two years have been punctuated with disruption and chaos. Yet, in 
all of this, one thing remained constant:  the love of God and our ability to worship. We had 
to re-learn the importance of what it means to be in connection with each other and in  
connection with Jesus. We are reminded that the very nature of God is grounded in  
community, and it requires intentionality and effort to live into this identity. 

Now we have a choice to make: do we work to go back to our old understanding of church 
and a system that wasn’t working as well as it did in the 1950’s and 60’s,or do we take  
advantage of the break in the routine and listen to the new voices in our midst, examine the 
new contexts, and work together to build a new framework for the Church grounded with 
God at the center of community? 

Christmas is a time of birth. Sharing Jesus and experiencing “God with us” is our only mission and we can choose to 
adjust our methods to meet this goal as we recognize our mission field has changed. What can we learn from  
Jeremiah, Isaiah, Ezekiel and the others as they returned from the Babylonian exile to a new reality? Can we focus on 
God’s future without throwing out our existing tools? Might we hold them loosely, using them in a new way while 
sharing in the creation of something new? 

It will take some time and careful listening to learn the full impact of the past two years. Over the centuries, we have 
become very good at tuning out new voices and hearing what we want to hear. We have even claimed it to “preserve 
the integrity of the church”. Some things we experienced have revealed or clarified some of the challenges we faced 
long before the pandemic. We had become tired of hearing about them, so we quit listening and convinced ourselves 
they no longer existed. Now that these challenges have been re-exposed, we can see more clearly what our work 
might look like.  

At Windcrest, I have seen an intentional effort among small groups to be together in whatever way possible. Some 
small groups have seen new life breathed into them as people who had moved away or lived in different  
circumstances are now able to be in community again. I have heard of groups that got together once a week online to 
eat together even though each member was isolated in their own home. Gathering around the communion table had 
to be adjusted and people had to make their own decisions about how to break bread together. Jesus broke bread 
with the outcast and gave his whole self for what would become the “Body of Christ”, the Church. Are we not called 
to do the same? 

The Church, especially the United Methodist Church, has been a people drifting for many years. Some people chose to 
use this time as an excuse to find places that were more suited to their ideas and wants. Some felt disenfranchised 
because of their political ideology or felt cross ways about inclusion and used this time to quietly slip away. Others 
responded by using the power of public opinion and drawing lines in the sand. Some, who were not deeply formed in 
the faith and did not see the value of being part of the body of Christ, didn’t miss church much. I must confess, I found 
myself tempted to record something that could be edited and dressed up at a more convenient time so I could lay in 
bed on Sunday morning with a cup of coffee. 

My goal for 2022 is to listen carefully to as many people as possible First and foremost, I will listen to God. To keep 
the mission simple and to focus on the basics. To concentrate on what God wants from the people rather than what 
the people want from God. To do everything I can to allow a community to be formed with God at the center. 

 

See You Sunday, Jim 

Reverend Jim McClain 
j.mcclain@windcrestumc.org 
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Online    
Visit  www.windcrestumc.org/
scan the QR Code to set up and 
manage your one-time and 
recurring gifts.  

Text  
Set up a one time or recurring donation 

by texting the amount you wish to give 

to 210-903-5589 

Giving App 

Stay Connected with OUR 
NEW App –Ministry One 
Register for events, view your donation history,  
contact us and more all with the convenience of 
your phone.  
https://shelby.ministryone.com/landing/3PNB 

Check out the NEW WUMC website at 
www.windcrestumc.org 
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From the Windcrest UMC Church Office  

Call 210-202-2811 to  

hear sermon 

 

The Church Campus 

 will be closed  

January 17, 2021 

in observance of  

Martin Luther King, Jr 

As September 30, 2021 Actual 

Pledged/expected $120,074 

Unpledged $382,751 

Expenses $555,457 

2021 has been a blessed year as we have slowly  

returned to our jobs and daily routines. As part of the 

church staff, I am thrilled to see the weekly exercise 

groups, scout meetings, and other groups returning. 

It is such a blessing to see your beautiful faces and 

hear the laughter and banter. Our church has 

suffered many losses this year but we are strong in 

our faith and will persevere as always through our 

Lord’s mercy and grace. I want to thank everyone for 

their generosity throughout the year as well as your 

patience when we have been challenged. I look  

forward to 2022 as we continue to emerge from 

Covid and other trials and am thankful to God for  

giving me the opportunity to serve Him and  

Windcrest United Church.  

Blessings to you all, Marcy Williams 

https://www.shelbygiving.com/app/giving/windcrestumcC:/Users/l.scott/Documents/2017
https://shelby.ministryone.com/landing/3PNBC:/Users/l.scott/Documents/2017
www.windcrestumc.orgC:/Users/l.scott/Documents/2017


17  - Allen J. Guidry, Jr 
18 - Bob Martindale 
18   -Kayla Byers 
19 - Matthew David Hoch 
  Dawn M. Crews 
20 - Deanna Witt 
 - Mary G. Garcia 
21 - Mary Ann Ruthrauff 
22 - Jennifer L Wood 
  Raven Hoch 
   Victoria Hyton 
23 - Janet Latiolais 
24 - Barbara Fromme 
27 - Westin Chandler Jones 
  Jill Dykes 
  Jean Bryson 
  Edwin K. Miles 
  Amelia Segura 
29 - Mariam Vatankhah 
30 - Michael Wiemers 
31 - Kevin Bell 
  Bruce Wayne Blumer 
  Robert Felder II 
  Cassandra Mills 

WUMC Birthdays/Ministry 

1 - Debbie Andrews 
2 - Timmie Knight 
  Mary E. Hatch 
3 - Sara Baxter 
  Denise Martinez 
4 - Darryl Taylor 
5 -Tommy Holmes 

  Nancy Corn 
  Robert Avella 
  Young-Ok Fellows 
  Byron Bowdry  

7 - Thurman Whitorth 
   Alan Victor Ellard 
8 - Patty Davis  
         Robert David Watson 
  Preston Harrison 
  Genevra Lazzaretti 
9 - Lee E. Treadaway 
  Dominic Martindale 
11  - Melissa Anne Hemond 
  David W. Falk 
12- Judith R. Goslin 
13  - Susan Raines 
 Timothy Xavier Diemert Jr 
  Kylee Ku’uMomilani Valenzula 
15 -Joel G. Shields 
  Brent Sossamon 
  Annette Perez 
16 - Doris Bristow 
  Penny Sue Biard 
  Gary Holdgraf 

We don’t want to leave anyone out! If you have a  
January birthday but don’t see your name on the list, 
please notify the church office. It could be that  for 
some reason we don’t have your birthdate in  
our database. 

Sundays—Traditional @ 9:00 am and Praise @ 11:00 am 

Wednesdays  - 6:15 pm 

 

 

Office Hours—Monday –Thursday, 9:00 am—5:00 pm 

                                             Friday, 9:00 am—12:00 pm 

Submissions due by Monday, January 13,  
for the JanuaryConnection 
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Please welcome new members Gary and Fran Clark  

Sunday School  
 

SUNDAYS @ 9:30 AM 
The Searchers-McClung Bldg., 303 
 
SUNDAYS @ 10:05—10:55 am 
The Inquirers-McClung Bldg., 302 
Growing Family - Hilliard Bldg., in Pastor’s office 
Builders Class-McClung Bldg., 301 
The Procrastinators-McClung Bldg., 305 
 
Children and Youth Sunday School @10:05-10:55 am 
“Celebrate Wonder” children combined—Jones  
Bldg., 208 
4 Year olds—5th grade 
0-3 year olds—Jesus and Me - Jones Bldg., 203 
6th—12th grades - Hilliard Bldg., Youth Space 105 
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From the Leadership Council 
Dear Friend, 

In March of 2020, every aspect of our lives changed drastically. Over the course of the next eighteen 

months we made hard and fast decisions about how and where we could work, eat, gather, serve and 

worship. Without knowing what was ahead of us, we remained confident that God’s abiding and steadfast 

love would guide us. When buildings closed, our clergy, staff and parishioners at Windcrest  

United Methodist Church stepped forward to assure that ministry continued until we could return to  

worship in the sanctuary. Through online worship, Neighbors Helping Neighbors, organized phone trees, 

etc, our church did what love required of us by nurturing life-giving, joyful ministries in and outside of our  

sanctuary. By the grace of God we responded, to the challenges of the pandemic, in word, deed  

and action.  

Our work continues as we seek, now, to address the financial impact that the pandemic launched upon us. 

Rising costs of goods, supply chain shortages, escalation of fuel and energy costs, insurance adjustments, 

are just a few of the unforeseeable adverse outcome of the pandemic. These issues create revenue  

challenges for our homes and for our church. In the July Connection we posted our revenue status where 

our operating expenses exceeded received gifts. We were short then by $41k. The deficit grew as we  

directed our focus on following the call of God to provide effective ministry and missions during a time of 

crisis caused by the uncertainties of the pandemic. While we are significantly short of our revenue goal set 

for the 2021 budget, we did not fall short on our goal to serve God’s mission field. Our outreach programs 

Neighbor’s Helping Neighbors and The Pumpkin Patch were extremely  successful this year.  

We ask for your prayerful consideration as we approach the end of 2021. We have a greater need for your  

generosity and giving than we have ever experienced at year end. We value our church staff and  

volunteers and greatly appreciate the work they do to serve you and our mission field.  You, our  

congregation, are the most important element in our ability to function as a church. We appreciate your 

generosity and support throughout the year. We humbly ask you to give an extra donation to the church 

before December 31, 2021. With your donation and God’s help, we will close our year free of a shortfall. 

We hold steadfast our goal: to provide for our many missions that  make new disciples of Jesus Christ for 

the transformation of the world. 

Thank you for all that you have done, are currently doing, and continue to do to make Windcrest United 

Methodist Church a First Choice for worship and a beacon of light sharing Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace on 

the corner of Midcrown and Walzem Road.   

Respectfully,  

Dr. D. Cannon 
Leadership Council 
Finance Chair, WUMC 
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Advent Christmas Program 

Windcrestumc.org 

Thank you to all the children and youth that participated in our Advent Christmas Program. Special thanks to 
all the parents, Kristen Rodriguez, Tim Ross, Lori Felix and Dawn Crews.  Thank you Chester Varner and 
Abrahim Vatankhah for cooking the yummy hot dogs and sausages. Thank you to all the church family  
members that attended the program either in person or online. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! We 
are already planning for more musical fun in 2022- stay tuned!  
 
Blessings, 
Debbie Andrews 
 
2021 Cast of A Starry Night  
Luna Andrews- Star 
Adelyn Bullard- Star  
Anna Daigle- Mary  
Jasmine Felix- Youth Shepherd 
Jack Fuller- Shepherd 
Amelia Garza- Angel 
Dominic Garza-Joseph  
Dakota Hendrick- Youth Shepherd 
Blakely Hill- Star 
Brynlee Hill- Angel  
Kaleb Kremmer- Youth Shepherd  
Brianna Miller- Youth Star  
Katie Miller- Youth Shepherd  
Kaylee Morton- Angel 
Nathan Peterson- Sheep 
Mayzen Phillips- Cow 
Lauren Rydell- Angel 
Alaina Segura- Sheep 
Amelia Segura- Donkey 
Kyra Snead- Star 



WUMC Children and Youth 
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 YOUTH  
 
Confirmation 2021 Orientation: Sunday, January 9, in Bayless 

hall at 12:00 pm 

A pizza lunch will be served for all possible confirmands, their 

parents and their friends in faith.  If you are planning to attend, 

for planning purposes it would be helpful to let Dawn Crews know. Confirmation is open to anyone 6 th 

grade and older interested in learning about the United Methodist Church and church membership.  

Contact Rev. Jim McClain or Dawn Crews for more information. Confirmation classes will be on Sundays 

from 4:00-5:00 pm in the Youth Space.    

Youth Epiphany Party: January 9 from 2:00—4:00 pm in the Youth Space 

Epiphany is January 6th. Although the church celebrates Epiphany this year on January 2, Youth Ministry 

will be celebrating it on January 9th. Food, games and fun will take place in the Youth Space. This event will 

include an even BIGGER saran wrap ball of fun! Friends are welcome. Bring a snack to share.  

   

Felt Faith Puppet Ministry  

Thank you to everyone who came out to see one of our six Christmas Puppet Shows and for the cookie  

donations we couldn’t do this without your donations! We will begin working on our Summer 2022  

shows soon!     

 

1/9/22 Confirmation Orientation 12:00 pm (Parents, Youth and Friends in Faith)  
1/9/22 Youth Group Epiphany Party 2:00 -4:00 pm 
1/28/22 DNOW Friday night  
1/29/22 DNOW Saturday  
  

CHILDREN 

Children, Youth & Family Ministry Team’s  Vision & Yearly 

Planning Meeting: January 16, 2022 from 12:00 -2:00 pm. 

We will meet in the Youth Space to plan for the 2022 year.  

If you are interested in serving on this team to help plan and 

implement one or more of the children’s  

ministry events, please plan to attend. We will be discussing 

Sunday School, VBS, Seasonal activities/programs, Family events and so much more!  

Windcrest Day School & CDC wishes you all a very Merry Christmas  

and a healthy and Happy New Year! 
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United Methodist Women 

Windcrestumc.org 

Another year has left and a new one has arrived. We know not what lies ahead, but we can pray that 
God and the Holy Spirit will guide us through each and every day.  

Epiphany falls on January 6th marking the day that the Three Kings visited Jesus and also is known as the 
12th day of Christmas as it falls 12 days after Christmas (thus the 12 days of Christmas). 

Human Trafficking Awareness Day started in 2007 when the U.S. Senate designated January 11th as  
National Human Trafficking Awareness Day in the hopes of raising awareness towards combatting this 
form of slavery. It is something that United Methodist Women are well aware of and have a vision: “We 
must work for a justice system that restores victims and punishes perpetrators, but we must also work to 
change the global economic conditions and policies that create the conditions in which trafficking can 
thrive.” Therefore, this also works into the UMW Social Action campaign of Economic Equality.  

January 17th commemorates Martin Luther King Day which in 2000 became a nationally observed holiday 
in all states. He promoted Civil Rights through nonviolent civil disobedience and is best known for his I 
have a dream… speech in 1963.  

Our Windcrest United Methodist Women are busily discussing activities that will be forthcoming in 2022. 
The Sarah Ruth/Elizabeth circle meets on the 3rd Wednesday of every month at 10:00 AM. All women are 
invited to attend and share in the meetings.  

 
Marilyn Olivarez, VP and Social Action Coordinator Windcrest United Methodist Women 

R.O.O.T.S – Royal Order Of Terrific Seniors 

Join us we meet from 11:30 am to 1:30 pm on the third Monday of each month 

in Bayless Hall. Everyone is welcome regardless of age. Come and bring a friend  

or make a friend. We always have a great potluck & good speakers.  

Our motto is “Life is short, Eat Dessert First” and we do. 

Community Outreach 



Community Outreach 

Chair Yoga -Entry Level 
Join us for Chair Yoga In Bayless Hall. Everyone in welcome 

 

Promotes relaxation 

Alleviates Stress 

Increases mobility 

Improve posture 

Strengthens muscles 

Improves balance and coordination 
 

Mondays 2:00 pm in Bayless Hall. FREE 
Wednesdays 10:00 am in Bayless Hall. FREE 
Fridays 10:00 am in Bayless Hall. FREE 
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Senior Adult Games Day 

We meet the 2nd and 4th Mondays of every 
month, 10:30 am – 1:30 pm in  Bayless Hall.  
Currently, there’s Mexican Train, Hand and 
Foot, Rummikub, and Pinochle, but there 
might be others that we could start.  Bring a 
sack lunch, and there will be a snack table if 
you choose to bring anything else for general 
consumption (optional).”  All are welcome. 

You are not alone, we are here for you, please 

join us every Tuesday at 10:00 am in room 105 

hosted by Rev. Joan Ahrens 

Sit and Be Fit 

Senior adults enjoy a time of light exercise 

we meets every Tuesday and Thursday in  

Bayless Hall, 9:00 am -10:00 am.  

Everyone is welcome. 

We meet every Wednesdays, in 
room 105 in the Hilliard Building 
6:00—7:00 pm. 
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January Mission Focus 

Summary report on Vaccine clinic held on  
December 5, 2021 at  

Windcrest United Methodist Church 
 

Convenience and Health all brought to you at Windcrest UMC—Covid shots (1st, 2nd, booster, and age 5 
and up), Flu shots age 3 and up. 
 
These vaccines were brought to you by your Wesley Nurse and Carvajal Pharmacy on Dec 5, 2021, between 
9:00 am and 1:00 pm. The convenience of being able to attend the service and update your vaccinations all
-in-one stop was a great experience. We administered 44 Covid and 12 Flu vaccinations as well as one visit 
for a homebound congregation member. Carvajal pharmacy has a great and solid partnership with our 
Wesley Nurse. Please let Daniela know if you have a homebound patient who needs those vaccinations. 
We can make sure that the needs are being met and all are safe. Daniela Kulyas, Register Nurse’s direct 
number is 210 272-7801 – Reach out if you have a need or an idea to serve those in need to honor God. 

Drop off in collecting container at 
the gathering place or drop it off at 
the front office of the church!  This 
will be a blessing to those in need! 

Thank you!!! 

Nurse’s corner 

The Holidays are over and we are starting a new year. We had plenty projects for  
December, so I saved this one for 2022. 

We will be collecting Hats, Gloves, and Scarves from the beginning of the year until the End of 
February.  We will be donating them as we receive them as we don’t want to have those in 

need wait in the cold.  

Wesley Nurse Discretionary – These funds are made available to our local Wesley Nurse (Daniela Kulyas) to 

use at her discretion. It allows her to help individuals (WUMC members and non-WUMC members alike) in 

different ways and to purchase personal hygiene items to give out, also at her discretion. 

Donate them to the Windcrest UMC 

Wesley Nurse so she can gift to those  

in need of remaining warm during  

this winter!  



From The Pantry…... 

People DO read the large church sign in the front parking lot and I can tell you how I 
know! Today in the Pantry, a woman and her teenage daughter came in to get needed 
food during a time of job loss. 

She also asked if she could pick up food for her neighbor, a veteran with serious health 
issues. She met him at a Cricket phone store and noticed he could hardly walk and she held the door open for 
him.  They realized through conversation that they were indeed "neighbors." 

As she drove down Walzem Road she saw our church sign out front that said, "Mission of the Month  
Neighbors Helping Neighbors."  Although, it wasn't a day the pantry was open, she came in the church office 
and she said a very kind lady, Lupe helped her with food and explained the pantry is open every Thursday 
from 10:00 am to noon and please come back on one of those days for additional food. 

So, she came back today. She explained the sign caught her eye because she really was helping a neighbor 
and found out that's what the Windcrest UMC Pantry is all about.   

I had the chance to talk with her and learn she had challenges of her own yet she thought of her neighbor 
that could not get out and she wanted to help provide what she could for him. She is helping him find a veter-
an assisting living facility as she assists his case worker at the VA to get the mounds of paperwork completed.   

It is so touching to find kind and compassionate people as we all strive to help our neighbors.  You don't have 
to look far to help a neighbor. 

Francyne Underwood 
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Neighbors Helping Neighbors 

Food Pantry every Thursday, from 10:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Neighbors Helping Neighbors food pantry distributes food every Thursday, from 10:00 am - 12:00 
pm at Windcrest United Methodist Church,, 8101 Midcrown, Windcrest, Texas 78239. Please follow 
the signs for location of food pantry.  

Volunteer and giving opportunities 

If you would like to volunteer to help in the food pantry, call the church office for more information 
at 210-654-0404 or email Francyne Underwood. 
 
Although contributions of non-perishables and checks are generous, please, consider placing one or 
two of these items on your grocery lists: 
 
          Beans     Vegetables           Peanut Butter 
          Pasta      Canned Meat        Crackers 
          Sauce     Fruit cups  Pot-top (ravioli, spaghetti, etc)   
          Rice        Mac & Cheese      Little boxes of Cereal 

mailto:francyne@prodigy.net


   8101 Midcrown, Windcrest, Texas 78239 ·  210-654-0404 office  

 

Church Office Hours: Monday - Thursday, 9:00 am –5:00 pm, Friday, 9:00 am—12:00 pm 
Website: www.windcrestumc.org   ·   Facebook: www.facebook.com/windcrestumc 
Instagram: windcrestunitedmethodistchurch · Twitter: windcrestumc 

Office Staff: Name Extension E-mail Visit 
Senior Pastor Jim McClain 112 J.mcclain@windcrestumc.org M-Th 

Associate Pastor Joan Ahrens  jgahrens43@gmail.com  

Director of Children & Youth Dawn Crews 115 d.crews@windcrestumc.org M-Th 

Music Director   b.fair@windcrestumc.org M-Th 

Assistant Music Director Debbie Andrews 118 d.andrews@windcrestumc.org  

Worship Leader Nadine Mansour  n.mansour@windcrestumc.org  

Multimedia Coordinator Rob Adkins  r.adkins@windcrestumc.org  

Multimedia Assistant Tim Ross    

Multimedia Intern Dameyan Martell    

Church Administrator Marcy Williams 125 m.williams@windcrestumc.org M-F 

Finance Administrator Lupe Cano 111 l.herrera@windcrestumc.org M-F 

Communications Coordinator Lisa Scott 123 l.scott@windcrestumc.org M-F 

Custodian Daniel Flores   M-F 

Maintenance Braulio Diaz   M-F 

Day School Director Linda Wilcoxen 120 l.wilcoxen@windcrestumc.org M-F 

Wesley Nurse Daniela Kulyas 142 DKulyas@mhm.org  
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Worship Services - Sundays: Live online at 9:00 am and 11:00 am https://www.facebook.com/windcrestumc/  

https://www.facebook.com/windcrestumc/

