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Membership at Broadway Christian Church
Why Become a Church Member?
Reflections from the book of Ephesians:
•

Ephesians 1:9-10
- God’s plan for all things

•

Ephesians 2:1-7
- As people of faith, who were once dead, God has made us alive in Christ and God has
already done the work of uniting us spiritually in Christ
- It has already happened. It is already a reality in the spiritual places.

•

Ephesians 2:14-18, 3:10-11
- God’s plan for all things will be revealed through the church. It is revealed through
Christ’s work of bringing together all things in Christ, demonstrated in the bringing
together of Jew and Gentile
o It is revealed both to the world, and also to the spiritual authorities of the
heavenly places through the unity of the church

•

Ephesians 4:1-3
- Our unity, then, is to be embodied in our life together.

•

Ephesians 6:10-18
- Even the battles that we fight against the evil forces of the spiritual world are to be done
in unity together.
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A Heritage of Discipleship
God gives unique characteristics to every local church. No local church is the same. God has a
unique purpose for every church and so he gives different gifts and passions to every church to
address the unique context of that church and to help the members of that church grow as followers
of Jesus.
Since 1974 the gifts and passions of BCC, and our location in downtown Fort Wayne, have formed
and shaped us to be a particular kind of church community. In 2018 the Elders at BCC began
reflecting and praying about our church’s heritage and mission. We spent time talking with Pastor
Bob Yawberg and other former leaders of the church. We asked questions to long-time and quitenew members of BCC about their experience with God at our church. Most importantly, we prayed
together and listened to God. Throughout this season we have been asking God to help us articulate
the unique characteristics that God has given to Broadway, so that we can see more clearly where
God is leading us next.
After this season of listening to God and to others, the Elders put together the following statements
about the unique characteristics that make BCC the church that we are. Each characteristic is
followed by a summary statement and two actions that we put into practice to live that
characteristic out faithfully.
Steadfast Worship
We serve a faithful God who never fails us. His steadfast love draws us to steadfast worship.
- By responding to God’s Word.
- By praying with expectation.
Healing Community
We are a family bound together by the healing work of our Good Father.
- By being transparent in our brokenness and confessing our sin.
- By pursuing peace and forgiveness in all our relationships.
Uncommon Unity
We are a diverse community brought together by our shared experience of the love of Jesus, Our King.
- By expressing our spiritual gifts.
- By welcoming each person as a unique bearer of God's image.
Faithful Witness
God calls us to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world in the city of Fort Wayne and to every
other place the Holy Spirit sends us.
- By proclaiming the Good News of Jesus.
- By good works of kindness, justice, and mercy.
We believe that these statements sum up well the church that God has made us to be and the kind of
church that God is calling us to continue to grow into in the years ahead. These characteristic do
not only describe who God has made us to be, but they also serve as framework for discipleship for
members of our congregation.
We designed this curriculum to be used in small groups to help Broadway members grow in their
understanding of who we are as a church and to grow in their own personal discipleship. We do
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hope that the information that you receive will be helpful to you as you begin this season of your life
as a member of Broadway Christian Church. But even more, we hope that the next 12 weeks will be
a deeply formative time in your life. We hope that this time together in community together as a
small group will deepen your walk with Jesus and will make you more like him.
What Should You Expect?
Sermons
Before you come to the small group each week, you will need to take time to listen to a sermon that
was delivered at Broadway that communicates the heart of each of these lessons. You can find
these sermons on our church website (http://www.broadwaychristian.org/following-jesustogether)
or you can subscribe to the Podcast: Following Jesus Together.
Small Group
Your small group will meet each week. During this meeting we will read and learn from the Bible,
discuss the sermon related to that week’s topic, and spend time getting to know one another’s
personal story. Please make it a priority to be at the meeting each week.
90 Days of Prayer
We would also like to ask you to commit to praying the Lord’s Prayer once a day for the next 90
days. In the third week we will be giving you some guidance for how to pray that prayer in a
meaningful way for our world and your own personal life.

We believe that God has given our church a unique mission for the city of Fort Wayne and beyond.
We hope that this will better equip you to join with us as we Follow Jesus Together at Broadway
Christian Church.
Pastor Ryan
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Introduction to Steadfast Worship
We serve a faithful God who never fails us. His steadfast love draws us to steadfast worship.
What is “steadfast worship”? We most commonly view worship as singing together on Sunday
mornings, and that is powerful worship. However, God’s Word defines worship, in a much broader
sense, as a whole life experience. Here are some examples of worship as defined in scripture:
•
•
•
•

Singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs (Colossians 3:16)
Prayer (Matthew 6:9, prayer begins with worship)
Giving (Acts 10:4, a “memorial” is a remembrance of who God is {worship} and Proverbs 3:9,
we “honor” {worship} God with our giving
Obedience (Romans 12:1, presenting our bodies {our lives} as a living sacrifice is worship)

These are all expressions of worship. By giving, we worship. By living in obedience to the Word of
God, we express that He is Lord of our lives (worship). In prayer, as God directed us in the Lord’s
Prayer, we worship. All these things are an acknowledgement of the sovereignty, holiness, and
absolute authority of God (again, worship).
Then, when our lives have been a daily expression of worship, Sunday morning becomes a unified
celebration that springs from our daily experience. Our daily experience of worship brings meaning
to corporate worship. As we worship God daily through obedience, God gives us a glimpse of
Himself and as He does so, we are drawn to worship. Corporate worship is not about our
preferences in music. It’s not about what we get out of it. It’s a celebration of God who has revealed
Himself to us in our daily lives.
Broadway has always been a place of steadfast worship in all its forms. We have been blessed with
a rich heritage of men and women who have lived sacrificial lives in obedience to God (worship).
We are grateful to these giants of the faith whose lives still teach us today what it means to give, to
pray, to love and to obey.
Worship expressed through giving is deeply ingrained in the fabric of Broadway. The building of
Broadway was purchased by three men who paid for the building personally, in full, in order to
bring hope and healing to downtown Fort Wayne. Inasmuch grew out of the giving heart of one
receptionist who gave her lunch away to a man who came into the office hungry. This generosity
has been seen most recently in response to the need to renovate our church building, as families
have given sacrificially in order that all may gather.
Broadway was founded on and has been sustained by prayer (another form of worship).
Historically, men and women have gathered together regularly in the wee hours of the morning to
fight for our city in prayer. Also, in the early days, “prayergrams” were circulated as the church
prayed diligently for one another. Currently, prayer warriors meet once a week on Tuesday
evenings to pray. Prayer is woven into Sunday morning worship as hurting people come to the
altar to ask God to intervene. Prayer requests placed in the offering plate are lifted to God during
Sunday worship and throughout the week.
Broadway has a legacy of love and obedience: obedience to the Great Commission (to reach the city
and other parts of the world) and the Great Command to “love God and to love our neighbor as
6

ourselves.” Did you know that in the first few days after the purchase of the building, Pastor Bob
walked down to the corner porn store to introduce himself to the owner saying, “I just thought if
we’re going to be neighbors we ought to meet.”?
We owe our thanks to these men and women who have taught us the meaning of worship as a life
habit and laid a strong foundation.
When our lives are characterized by worship in all its forms, when worship is a way of life, when we
have caught a glimpse of who God is through His Word and prayer, Sunday morning becomes a
celebration of the only One worthy of praise. Corporate worship is an expression of our daily lives
and a response to God.
As part of this study, consider a commitment to read and pray the Lord’s Prayer every day for 90
days. In our study, we will learn more about the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:5-15) and how God has
called us to pray.
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Lesson 1: Steadfast Worship
All mankind was created for worship.
God placed within us a heart that desires to worship. It’s woven into the very fabric of our DNA. It’s
hardwired into all of us, Christian and non-Christian alike, by God’s plan and design. Therefore, all
mankind worships.
What is it that draws our worship? Many people worship money, power, self, celebrities, jobs or
whatever one’s treasure is (Matthew 6:21). But when we, through His Word and prayer, catch a
glimpse of the Almighty, Sovereign God, the Creator and Sustainer of life, Redeemer and Lover of
our souls, our hearts will overflow in worship to Him, the only One worthy of our longing and
adoration. We desire to worship Him alone, to worship Him with every aspect of our lives. There
can be no other response to such a revelation of God.
In the first 2 verses of Romans 12, we are given a clear understanding of what worship is. Verse
one calls us to “present our bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is our
spiritual worship.” Verse two calls us out of conformity and into transformation by the “renewing
of our minds.”
We are told that worship means presenting our bodies (meaning our whole lives) to God. Paul goes
on to explain that we are to be transformed (a change in character) by renewing our minds (having
a Philippians 4:8 mindset).
These terms “body” (indicating our whole lives), “sacrifice” (indicating the offering of a life), “holy”
(indicating obedience to God), “transformation” (indicating a change), and “renewal” (indicating a
putting off of the old mind) all help us understand that worship is much more than our Sunday
morning experience.
These two verses serve as an introduction to the following four chapters (12-15) where we are
given numerous examples of “presenting our bodies as a living sacrifice.” One example is found in
Romans 12:19. “Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written,
‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’” When we refuse to take revenge, and leave it to
God, we are saying He is God and we are not. We are saying He is Sovereign God, Righteous Judge.
This is worship. Here are other examples from our reading this week:
•

Colossians 3:16: “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts…” To let the peace of Christ rule
in our hearts is worship. We are saying, that God, in His almighty power and unending love
is able to keep us in perfect peace. We acknowledge His goodness and sovereignty. This is
worship.

•

Romans 12:12: “…be constant in prayer…” To be constant in prayer expresses our
dependency on God. This is worship.

•

Colossians 3:17: “Whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to the Father through Him.” Doing everything in the name (character) of
Jesus is worship.
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Look for other examples throughout chapter 12 and talk about how obeying these commands
translates into worship.
What Paul is saying here is, “Take your body, all that you do every day, every task, and offer it to
God.” In the words of William Barclay, “Real worship is the offering of everyday life to Him.” We
often say we’re going to church to worship but have you ever thought of going to the store to
worship, or going to work to worship? When worship is a whole life experience, we can worship
everywhere we go and in everything we do in the name of Jesus.
Read Scripture: Romans 11:33-12:2; Colossians 3
Discussion Questions:
1. In Romans 12, why does Paul begin his discussion on worship with “therefore”? (See 11:33-36)
2. From Colossians 3 and Romans 12-15, can you find examples of how God may be calling you to
worship in new ways?
3. Hebrews 13:15 speaks of the “sacrifice of praise.” A sacrifice is a gift we give to God, but
sacrifice, by definition, also indicates difficulty, effort or struggle. Can you think of times when
worship is difficult?
4. What key word in Hebrews 13:15 helps us understand that worship is a whole life experience?
Other Scriptures to Consider: Acts 16:23-25
In the next 2 weeks, we’ll look at worship as it is expressed through the inward practice of
devotional reading and the outward practice of prayer, as directed in the Lord’s Prayer.

9

Lesson 2: Worship & Scripture
Without the Bible, we would have only hints about who God is. We would miss the riches of His
promises and redemptive work. In short, without regular time in the Word, we become forgetful of
Him in our daily lives, distracted by other things that contend for our worship. It is impossible, to
truly worship God without knowing Him and it is impossible, to truly know Him without being in
His Word. When we come to know God through His Word, we are drawn into rich fellowship with
Him and our only response is worship.
True worship begins with knowing God and is the acknowledgment of His power and glory and
holiness in everything we do.
Our primary purpose in life, the whole reason we were created and exist is this, to glorify God.
(Isaiah 43:7 and 1 Corinthians 10:31) To glorify God means to ascribe honor to Him through
worship in all its forms, to acknowledge His worth, to reverence Him, to worship Him and Him
alone.
So, where do we begin? We begin with seeking and knowing God.
We cannot glorify someone whose value we have not grasped. This is the reason that regular time
in the Word of God is a prerequisite to worship. It is essential to knowing God.
Though there are many things that invoke a sense of awe for God and thereby draw us to worship, it
is God’s Word that most often points us to Him. God does reveal Himself in other delightful ways
such as nature and miracles but it is through His Word that we receive the fullest revelation of God.
There we learn of the nature of God, who He is and what He has done to draw mankind to Himself.
We hear of His deep, deep love for all He has created and His desire for relationship with us. These
clear revelations draw us to worship Him as the only one worthy of our praise.
Time in the Word impresses upon us the truth about God. “Yet a time is coming and has now come
when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of
worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth”
(John 4:23-24).
In true worship, in all its forms, we connect the heart (spirit) with the truth about God. There is no
genuine worship until that happens. The truth moves our spirits to worship. How do we know the
truth about God? Through His Word. What is God seeking? Worshipers who worship from their
hearts because they have come to know the only One worthy of our adoration. We must know God
in order to worship Him, and the primary way we know God is through his Word.
Knowing God requires time and effort. Have you ever tried to get to know someone without
spending time with him? Have you ever tried to get to know someone without ever listening to a
word she says? Somewhere along the line, we have come to believe that we can achieve rich
relationship with God with minimal effort. We want big returns on little investments. There are
even resources available to help one accomplish this, a One Minute Bible, One Minute Devotionals
and One Minute Prayers. Here are some descriptions from the publishers. “…offers 365 readings
that allow young people to thoroughly survey the heart of the Bible in one year at the rate of just
one minute per day.” Another reads, “The world’s greatest literary treasure (meaning the Bible),
now arranged into 365 daily one minute readings….”
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If you wanted rich relationship with your spouse, would you ever imagine you could accomplish it
in one minute a day? Probably not…so where did we get the idea that we could have rich
relationship with the One who matters most in one minute a day? God forgive us.
To be sure, we all have days when we don’t even spend one minute in quiet time with God but that
is not our goal. Let’s endeavor to give Him the time it takes to encounter Him in His Word. Let’s
hear and put into practice what Paul says in Colossians 3:16a, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly…” (move in, reside in the recesses of your heart). When that happens, worship can be our
only response. It will spring forth in every aspect of our lives because we can’t contain it.
Read Scripture: Psalm 19; John 4
Discussion Questions:
1. Psalm 19 describes the joy of knowing God through His Word and the resulting praise which
pours forth. Read this passage and share your thoughts.
2. There are many ways/habits for spending time in the Word. Finding a routine that works for
you may have involved some trial and error or maybe you are still seeking ways to make it a
practice. Share some things that have worked for you and things that have not.
3. Have you experienced the pattern of growth described above, a natural progression from
seeking Him to knowing Him to loving Him and then to enjoying Him? If so, share bits of your
journey with the group.
4. From Isaiah 66:2, what do you think it means to “tremble at His Word”?
5. Is gratitude the same as worship? Think about when someone gives you a gift. What is your
response?
Other Scriptures to Consider: Psalm 73:25; Ecclesiastes 12:13; Jeremiah 15:16; John 15:5-8;
Ephesians 1:11-14; Philippians 1:21; Philippians 3:10; Colossians 1:10
“…every glimpse into God’s presence throughout the pages of His Word affirms that God dwells in
endless praise.” Louie Giglio
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Lesson 3: Worship & Prayer
No one in history ever understood and applied prayer better than Jesus. Even the Son of God was
unable to approach the day ahead without prayer.
One day the twelve disciples stumbled upon Jesus while He was in private prayer. Something about
the way He prayed moved them to ask Him to teach them to pray (Luke 11:1). It was as if the
disciples (Jewish men raised in the strict disciplines of prayer), suddenly realized they had a lot to
learn about prayer. Jesus responded to them with what we now know as “The Lord’s Prayer”
(Matthew 6:9-13).
Jesus gave us a model for perfect prayer, a pattern to be followed and enlarged. He says in Matthew
6:9, “This, then, is how you should pray....”
“Our Father in heaven.” “Our” establishes the unselfish nature of true prayer. (Notice there are no
personal pronouns in this prayer. It is prayer with community and the welfare of all believers at its
core). “Father” is a declaration of the relationship under which we approach God. It is a
relationship of dependency, confidence, security, submission, and trust. True prayer is born of a
child-like spirit. “Heaven” establishes God’s position in the universe and recognizes His greatness
and sovereignty.
“Hallowed (meaning holy) be your name.” True prayer begins with worship. We are to honor
His name and acknowledge His holiness.
“Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” This phrase expresses our
deep commitment to the will of God, our desire for God’s perfect plan to be carried out regardless of
our own wants. It is the admission that God’s ways are higher than our own, an acknowledgement
of His authority over us, and a request for His rule. It is a prayer of submission and obedience. This
request for God’s will should affect the remainder of our prayer.
“Give us this day our daily bread.” We are to continually bring our needs as well as the needs of
others to God. “This day” (and “daily”) tells us we are to pray regularly. E. M. Bounds said, “Today’s
prayers are not sufficient for tomorrow’s needs.” “Bread” represents all our physical needs. We
acknowledge that God is our provider, and we trust Him to meet our needs.
“And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.” We cannot ask God to forgive
us while we refuse to forgive others. The state of our relationships with others directly affects our
own forgiveness. This concept is repeated over and over in scripture (see Matthew 5:23-24).
Having been forgiven, we are responsible to forgive. The evidence that we have understood our
forgiven state is that we are quick to forgive. Jesus returns to this thought again in verses 14-15,
making it unmistakably clear that forgiveness is imperative.
“And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.” We are to pray for
protection from evil and victory over temptation.
“For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.” This is another
recognition of God’s sovereignty and majesty. Jesus begins and ends this beautiful prayer with
worship. (*Note: this final phrase of the Lord’s Prayer is not found in the earliest manuscripts.)
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God-honoring prayers are so much more than our latest shopping list. They include worship,
submission, confession, and requests.
Praying this prayer can breathe new life into our conversation with God. Following this lesson, you
will find a suggested practice for incorporating the Lord’s Prayer into your personal prayer life as
we continue to pray it together daily for 90 days.
Read Scripture: Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 10:38-11:13
Discussion Questions:
1. What particular aspect of the Lord’s Prayer most comprises your daily prayers? Is there a
particular phrase in this prayer that is missing in your prayer life?
2. Can you think of other ways we might incorporate this prayer into our daily lives?
3. Jesus warns us against vain repetition in our prayers (Matthew 6:7). How could this prayer
become vain repetition and how can we avoid that? (Note: Jesus does not condemn repetition,
but vain repetition.)
4. It is believed that Jesus spent far more time praying than in any other aspect of ministry. Read
the following scriptures and share what you learn about Jesus’ prayer life: Matthew 14:23; Mark
1:35; Luke 6:12.
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Practice: Praying the Lord’s Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer was not meant to be used only as a recitation. Jesus said, “Pray like this.” Here
are a couple of ideas for you as you pray this beautiful prayer over the next 90 days.
Begin with “Our Father,” then stop to meditate and talk with God about what it means to be His
child, and to thank Him for the confidence and security that comes with being His child. Think
about other aspects of what a perfect father embodies and thank Him for being that perfect Father.
Continue with “who is in heaven,” and stop to acknowledge the sovereignty of God. You could go to
the Psalms here. Look for Psalms that give us language for expressing the vastness of God and pray
those words to Him.
Then, “Hallowed be your name.” Stop to meditate on the holiness of God, then call to mind the
various names of God, which represent the many aspects of His character. Each aspect/name can
be an invitation to more deeply know and worship our Father.
“Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” Meditate on what His rule
means in your life that day. What do I need to submit to His authority today? Commit your
calendar to Him.
“Give us this day our daily bread.” Submit your requests to God and pray for others’ needs.
“Forgive us our debts as we have forgiven our debtors.” Search your heart for any broken
relationships where you have not sought forgiveness or attempted to “be at peace with all men”.
Spend time in gratitude for your own salvation.
“And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.” Be honest with God about the
temptations in your life, areas where you have fallen short, and ask for His protection.
“For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen”. End with this
acknowledgement that God is on the throne and that He is able to accomplish what concerns you
(and Him!).
This is just one way of using the Lord’s prayer as a model. Another idea is to pray certain sections
of it over several days. For instance, look up the names of God and what they mean. Make that the
focus of your prayer that day.

14

Introduction to Healing Community
We are a family bound together by the healing work of our Good Father.
The story of scripture and our experience in life tells us we live in a fallen world where we
experience a broken relationship with God, with ourselves, with others, and with creation. As a
result, we experience spiritual, physical, mental and emotional pain and illness in this life. Our
brokenness is sometimes the result of our own personal sin, the sin of others committed against us,
and/or simply from being born into a fallen world.
However, scripture also testifies to the reality of God’s plan and ability to restore and heal all things
by bringing us back into right relationship with Himself, our self, others and His creation through
Jesus Christ. This is why Jesus came, and He is present and at work through the Holy Spirit to bring
healing to our brokenness now; and one day He will complete it in full. While this is a work God
alone has the power to do, He calls His people to partner with Him to bring healing into our broken
world.
The people of Broadway have understood this and have been consistently responsive to God’s call
to be a healing community in Fort Wayne. Sunday mornings have always given welcome to those
who are hurting, and the prayer altars have been and continue to be open to anyone desiring prayer
support through whatever hardships they are facing.
In the 1990s, Broadway had a Saturday evening service that drew many local pastors from around
town who were in need of refreshment, healing and renewal. BCC was a place they could “come as
they are” outside of their own congregations and receive God’s healing ministry to them.
For more than 30 years now, the ministry of Inasmuch has participated in God’s healing work by
helping to serve people in financial/material crisis. The men and women who come to IAM are met
with compassion. They are given space to share their stories and to hear of God’s love and grace
offered to them through Jesus, and they are prayed for at the end of every appointment.
At one time BCC also had a counseling and healing prayer ministry that served both those within
and outside of the church. This ministry helped hurting people find a pathway to healing.
To this day, Christians and non-Christians, churched and unchurched call the BCC office looking for
help because they have heard that we are “the church that helps people.” What a great reputation
to have!
As we continue to grow into the kind of healing community God has uniquely called us to be, we will
be taking a look at what the book of James has to say about being a healing community and the
kinds of practices that make that possible. Three things James highlights for us are: 1) the role
trials and perseverance play in our healing and transformation, 2) the inward practice of selfexamination, and 3) the outward practices of prayer, confession, and forgiveness.
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Lesson 1: Healing Through Trials & Perseverance
All throughout scripture we are promised that we will experience trials in this life – things that
happen to us with or without explainable cause that are hard and hurtful. Job loss, betrayal of a
friend, divorce, poverty, and sickness are just a few examples of such trials. The wounds we
experience as a result of our trials affect all of us in different ways and to varying degrees.
James tells us that trials “test our faith.” They reveal what we truly believe about God, ourselves,
others and the world; and they reveal how we will respond to what we believe about these things in
the midst of our pain. Our human nature seeks to escape from our pain as soon as possible, in any
way possible. And yet James tells us that the way to experience growth and healing is by facing our
pain and letting God work in us through it, that we may be mature and complete, not lacking in
anything (James 1:4). James is saying that without trials we lack transformation and growth!
Facing our pain and persevering through our trials has a way of exposing our inability to endure in
and of our own strength. We are brought to the end of ourselves and confronted with the reality of
our own temptations, sin, and limitations. It is in this place and through this process that God often
does some of His best transformative and healing work in our lives, if we are open to it. Trials and
perseverance provide the opportunity for our hearts to be purified and trained to depend on God.
And we experience God’s love and grace in tangible ways by leaning on the spiritual family He’s
given to us.
Through these things, God makes us more into the kind of people He intended for us to be. And He
leads us into more of the abundant life He desires for us to have in Him. It is for these reasons
James encourages us to “consider it pure joy” when we face trials of various kinds.
Read Scripture: James 1:1-21; Romans 5:3-5
Discussion Questions:
1. As you consider what scripture has to say about trials, what is challenging and what is
comforting to you?
2. In Romans 5:3-5, notice the progression of what Paul says suffering produces in our lives:
endurance, character, and hope. How would you define each of these words? How do they work
together to bring about transformation in our lives?
3. Hebrews 12:1-2 encourages us to “run with endurance the race set before us, looking to Jesus,
the founder and perfecter of our faith…”. As we face our pain, why is it essential that we look to
(consider attentively) Jesus?
4. The pain we experience from trials sometimes feels unbearable and impossible to endure.
When have you experienced feeling that way in your own life? What helped you to continue
persevering? How did that experience transform you?
Other Scriptures to Consider: John 16:33; Hebrews 12:1-13; 1 Peter 1:3-7
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Lesson 2: Healing & Self-Examination
Following the instruction given on trials in life, James gives us an inward practice to do for our
ongoing healing and growth: the practice of self-examination. James 1:22-27 tells us to not only be
hearers of the Word, but also doers of the Word. To do one without the other would result in
deceiving our self . James is echoing the call of Jesus for us to be the kind of people who truly love
God and our neighbors from the inside-out (Matthew 22:37-40). In order to live in this way and to
avoid self-deceit, we must regularly take time to examine ourselves.
James encourages us to examine ourselves by looking into a “mirror,” which is God’s Word, to see
where our lives fall short of God’s perfect will for us. This practice requires two things: 1)
awareness of ourselves (specifically our inner motivations), and 2) awareness of what God’s Word
says.
James calls God’s Word the “law of liberty,” which is significant to note as we practice selfexamination. This is not a practice where we beat ourselves into obedience through condemnation
and shame for the ways we’ve fallen short. Instead, it’s an opportunity to bring our sin and
fractured selves into our relationship with God that we may receive His grace, forgiveness and
healing so we may walk in greater freedom.
With the help of God’s Spirit, this practice can show us where we still need healing and growth. And
as we discussed in the last lesson, James reminds us that this process of healing and growth
requires perseverance as we work toward aligning our hearts and actions with God’s (v.25).
While we know ourselves in part, Psalm 139 tells us that God alone knows us in full. In response to
this truth, David invites God to search him and know his heart, to show him if there is any way
within him that needs realigned with God’s ways, and he asks God to “lead him into the way that is
everlasting” (v.23-24). As we practice self-examination, it is important to do it with God. He alone
knows what we need to know about ourselves and is able to show us. And He desires to walk with
us through the process so that our experience of healing and transformation would be done in His
power, not ours.
Lastly, the measures James gives us to help us know our hearts are being aligned with God’s are:
self-control in our speech (v.26), caring for the vulnerable and afflicted among us, and living
according to God’s pattern and ways for life instead of the pattern and ways of the world (v.27). In
other words, as we experience healing, our words and actions become a source of healing to those
we encounter.
Read Scripture: James 1:22-27; Psalm 139
Discussion Questions:
1. Both James 1:22 and 1 John 1:8 tell us that when we hear the truth but do not practice it, we
deceive ourselves (not God or others). Why do you think being only a hearer of the Word and
not a doer of the Word results in self-deceit?
2. Is self-examination a practice you are typically drawn to or not? Why?
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3. Consider what Psalm 139 has to say about God’s full and loving knowledge of us. Why is it
important that we invite God into our practice of self-examination? What difference does God’s
presence make in doing this practice?
4. What is one area of your life God has made you aware of recently that you desire to see changed
and/or healed that you may walk in greater freedom and be a source of healing to those around
you? What do you believe God is asking you to do about it?
Other Scriptures to Consider: Proverbs 4:23; Luke 6:39-49; 1 John 1:5-10
In addition to what James has to say about self-examination, we’d like to introduce you to another
practice to use as a resource for your own personal growth: The Daily Examen (yes, that is how it’s
spelled!). You can find more detailed instructions for how to practice it following this lesson. In
short, the Daily Examen is a reflective practice to do at the end of each day to help attune you to
God’s presence throughout the course of your day and to become more self-aware of your own
response to God. As we practice this, the goal is that we’d become increasingly aware of God’s
presence during our day and obedient to Him as we recognize His voice and promptings to us
throughout the day. Take time to practice this week and share with your group what your
experience has been like for you as you do it!
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Practice: The Daily Examen
The Daily Examen is an exercise to take time to prayerfully reflect on the events of our day and to
ask ourselves where we experienced God’s presence that day, where we experienced a sense of
God’s absence, and to pay attention to how we responded to God. When we practice this, over time,
we learn to notice God’s presence in our lives and become more ready to respond to Him in loving
obedience. We can also become more aware of circumstances and temptations that lead us away
from the experience of His presence. Below is a step-by-step way to walk through the practice of
the Daily Examen.
1. Begin by asking the Holy Spirit to guide your reflection on your day. Ask that He would lead
you to a greater awareness of where God was at work in your life during the day.
2. Play back the events of your day in your mind. From the moment that you woke up until the
moment that you sat down in the evening, rewind the events of your day in your mind.
Consider the very simple things that you did. What did you eat for breakfast? Who did you
speak with at breakfast? What did you listen to as you drove to work? What conversations
did you have throughout your day? Etc. The goal here is to simply remember and recall
your day.
3. As you are recalling the memories of your day, there are two primary questions that you
should be asking yourself. First, where did I experience the presence of God in my day?
Secondly, where did it seem as if God was absent and/or where did I avoid God’s presence
and Word in my life?
4. When you are finished with your reflections, write down what you discovered. What
moments of the day led you to experience the presence of God? How did you respond? Did
you notice God’s presence in the moment? What moments did you avoid God’s Word or
action in your life? This may be a good time to confess any sin to God and experience His
mercy in your life.
5. Finally, ask God for help again. Ask Him to help you to live more fully in loving obedience to
Him and to have the courage and will to turn from those things that keep you from
experiencing His presence with you.
Over time, this practice of intentional and prayerful reflection on our day is an aid to our spiritual
growth. It enables us to learn more about how God is at work in our lives, and to invest more in
those activities and relationships.
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Lesson 3: Healing Through Prayer, Confession & Forgiveness
As we remain in our trials, James 5:13-20 gives us a picture of the role a caring community plays on
our journey toward healing and names three practices we are to do with one another: prayer,
confession, and forgiveness.
When our trials involve suffering and sickness, James encourages us to pray. He specifically
encourages us to invite those within our Christian communities to pray for us. The kind of
“sickness” James is referring to here is any kind of physical, spiritual or mental weakness. In other
words, James is saying, “if you are weak, call on the spiritually strong among you for prayer, for ‘the
prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working’ (v.16) and has the ability to restore
the one who is sick (v.15). There are times in our lives when we are weak and need the faith and
prayers of stronger brothers and sisters to sustain us through our trials. Trying to endure our trials
and pursue healing is a community effort!
James also mentions the necessity of practicing confession and forgiveness as part of our healing.
The act of confession is simply agreeing with God about the truth of our own shortcomings.
Forgiveness (being released from the penalty of our sin) is what we receive from God in return.
While our sickness is not always the result of sin, it sometimes can be (1 Cor. 11:30); and when it is,
confession and forgiveness are necessary for our restoration. As mentioned in the introduction to
these lessons, we are all always on the road to recovery from our broken relationships with God,
our self, others, and creation. Because of this, we all need to regularly practice confession and
forgiveness to bring us back into right relationship in these areas. This is a part of our journey
toward being made whole, regardless of the reasons for the particular ailments we experience.
In Psalm 32, David tells us the effects his unconfessed sin had on him: “For when I kept silent, my
bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. For day and night your hand was heavy upon
me; my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer” (v.3-4). Keeping silent about his sin
caused spiritual and physical distress. It wasn’t until he confessed his sins to God and received
God’s forgiveness that he experienced healing and relief.
While God alone has ultimate power and authority to forgive us of our sins, He has called us as His
people to extend and pronounce His forgiveness to one another as we confess our sins to one
another. In this we experience a tangible expression of God’s forgiveness and grace toward us as
part of our healing (Matthew 18:18-19; John 20:23). In order to be this kind of community, we
must live in close relationship with one another, know one another’s inner lives, have mutual trust
between one another, be vulnerable with one another in sharing our weaknesses, and regularly
extend Christ’s love, patience, forgiveness, and grace to one another.
Lastly, as James concludes his message to us, he encourages us to be the kind of people who pursue
those who have removed themselves from the healing community of Christ. We do so in order that
they may be saved from destruction and able to continue their journey of restoration in Christ in
community with us. This kind of community is the fulfillment of Jesus’ prayer for us, and it testifies
to our world of the reality and power of God’s love for all people (John 17:23).
Read Scripture: James 5:13-20; Psalm 32
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Discussion Questions:
1. What do you observe about your personal role, the role of others, and the role of God in the
practices of prayer, confession and forgiveness?
2. Which of these three practices come most easily to you? Which are more challenging for you to
practice?
3. Why has God designed us to experience healing in community? What does this reveal to you
about God? What does it reveal about us as people?
4. What aspects of our culture make it challenging for us to be the kind of healing community God
desires us to be?
5. In what ways do you see Broadway fulfilling James’ call for us to be a healing community?
Where do you see areas of growth needed?
Other Scriptures to Consider: Psalm 51; Matthew 18:15-20; 1 John 1:5-10
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Introduction to Uncommon Unity
We are a diverse community brought together by our shared experience of the love of Jesus, our King.
The members of Broadway Christian Church are a diverse group of people. Our church building is
located in the center of the city, but our people are scattered throughout the various neighborhoods
of Fort Wayne. At BCC, the financially rich and poor alike attend our church and sit shoulder to
shoulder on Sunday mornings. Homeless men and women find their way into our weekly worship
gatherings and find connection and friendship. Men and women who struggle with mental illness
find places to serve and use their unique gifts. Members of Broadway differ in their political
affiliations. Our leadership, staff, and church members reflect diversity of age, gender, and race.
This diversity was never a “goal.” We did not set out to create a diversity program and create a
strategy to implement. This diverse community has come together because of the work of God
among us. We come together at BCC because we have experienced the tangible love of Jesus here,
and we sense a calling to be a part of the unique ministry that God has for us as a community.
Pastor Ryan has often said, “I hope that Broadway will be a community that could not exist if it
wasn’t for God.” There are many groups of people in the world that come together to meet because
of shared interests, shared incomes, shared hobbies, or for a shared passion for a good cause. That
is all well and good! But, God’s design for the church is different. We do not gather together as the
church because we have found others who look like us and think like us. Rather, we come together
as citizens of the Kingdom of God who share allegiance to our King, Jesus. Our King draws us
together by His love and saving work and then He equips us with a variety of giftings to accomplish
the mission that He has for us.
At BCC we are serious about being unified under Jesus as a diverse group of people. We believe that
our diverse perspectives and spiritual gifts help us to be faithful to our shared work in the Kingdom
of God. And we also believe that our diversity is a witness to the world of the unity that can be
found in submitting to Jesus.
Over the next three weeks we will be focusing on living out our calling to participate in this
uncommon unity that God has created here at BCC. We will spend time in the book of Ephesians
which tells us that uncommon unity has been a plan for God’s church from the very beginning. We
will see that the variety of our spiritual giftings and our willingness to extend hospitality and
friendship to those that are different from us are an important part of our own spiritual growth and
the growth of the whole body of Christ.
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Lesson 1: The Unity of the Church
Paul’s letter to the Ephesians is a rich description of God’s eternal plans and purposes for the
church. God’s purposes for the church are higher and greater and loftier than we typically imagine.
In this letter, Paul describes the church like this:
God’s own creation
The Bride of Christ
The Body of Christ
The Temple of the Holy Spirit
A demonstration of God’s will to angels and demons
We discover in this letter that the church is not merely a place for individual Christians to get
spiritually recharged (though it does that), nor is it merely a place for like-minded individuals to
come to for fellowship (though that is beneficial). Rather the church is a part of God’s cosmic plan to
bring the whole world under the authority of Jesus (Ephesians 1:9-10).
Paul was writing to two groups of Christians living in Ephesus: Jews and Gentiles. Jewish Christians
and Gentile Christians were often at odds with one another in the early church. They were tempted
to identify themselves first with their particular group. But Paul is clear that the church is a
community of people who identify first and finally as followers of Jesus. We are people who are
saved by Him and who have submitted our lives to Him. Our primary identity is found in our shared
experience of salvation through Jesus.
Like the church in Ephesus, we are tempted to identify ourselves by the labels that the culture offers
to us: poor, rich, black, white, educated, American, married, single, Republican, Democrat, etc.
While some of these labels may have some value, they also have a way of separating us; dividing us
into groups of “Us” and “Them.” It cannot be this way in the church. In the church, our primary
identity is as a follower of Jesus and this identity unites us rather than divides. It is through the
work of Jesus on the cross and in His resurrection that we are joined together as fellow-citizens of
God’s people; each of us are members of his household (Ephesians 2:19-22).
Read Scripture: Ephesians 2
Discussion Questions:
1. What barriers to unity was the church in Ephesus experiencing? How are these barriers similar
to barriers that we experience in our culture today?
2. What divine gifts and resources has God given to the church to be unified in our diversity
according to Ephesians and 1 Corinthians 12-13?
3. In addition to the work of reconciling individuals to God through the cross, what other work
does Paul say God did through the cross of Jesus? Who else is reconciled together (see
Ephesians 2:14-22)? What does this say to you about the implication of the Gospel?
4. Ephesians 3:9-10 tells us that the church has a spiritual “audience.” What does this mean? How
does this reframe your perspective on God’s purposes for the church and for your own
participation in it?
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5. According to Ephesians 4:1-3, how do we live out the unity that God has created in the church?
A personal question: Is there anyone in your life that make these instructions challenging for
you? What’s God calling you to do about that relationship today?
Other Scriptures to Consider: Acts 13:1-3; Revelation 5:6-14
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Lesson 2: Knowing Our Spiritual Gifts
In 1 Corinthians 12, Paul speaks about two important concepts relating to how the church should
function. He talks about spiritual gifts and he talks about the church as a body. There is a similar
idea behind both of these concepts. That idea is that the church is a diverse place that comes
together as a whole to accomplish good work that each individual person cannot do on his/her own.
Last week as we looked at Ephesians, we saw how Paul emphasizes the importance of our unity
together. We are one! We are unified together in Christ. But this does not mean that we are all the
same. Unity does not mean “sameness.” There is beautiful diversity that is held together by the
unity that God has established in the church.
God made you and he has gifted you uniquely to play a particular role in the church. The New
Testament letters tell us that the church is a unified whole made up of different parts. Each person
is given unique gifts to serve the church. We are one body together. So, as each part does its work,
the church is built up, strengthened, and it grows.
What gifts has the Holy Spirit given to you? What is your part to play in the body of Christ? Every
follower of Jesus needs to wrestle with these two questions so that everyone is making the
contribution that God intends for them.
There are a few different ways that we can determine what our spiritual gifts are. First, these can
be discerned through relationships with other people. As members of the church we need to be
quick to tell people what we see in them. We need to tell our brother when something he did
encouraged us or to tell our sister how we see God at work in her when she serves. At Broadway,
we want the topic of spiritual gifts to be a regular part of our conversations together.
Secondly, when we are walking in our spiritual gifts, our service to Christ and others is
characterized by trust and reliance on God’s strength. If the work that you do feels frantic and
frustrating, it could be that you are working in an area outside of your gifting. This, of course,
doesn’t mean that the work that we do will never feel stressful or that it will always come easy. But,
Jesus tells us that the yoke that He gives to us is “light.” Each of us carries a burden that comes with
our service to Christ and to others. But, there should be a sense in us that the service we are
offering to others is a service that is empowered by God and not forced through our own effort.
Knowing our Spiritual Gifts comes with both freedom and responsibility. When you know your
gifts, there is freedom to take off the burden of acting as if the world is yours to save and that the
church is yours to build. No one needs to try to do everything. We trust that God is at work in the
whole church to bring about the work that He wants to do for the whole church and for the world
that He has called us to serve.
At the same time, knowing our spiritual gifts comes with responsibility. We are called to be good
stewards of the gifts that we have been given. So, while an “eye” doesn’t need to do the work of a
“foot,” the “eye” better be at work doing the work of an “eye!” If the “eye” doesn’t do its work, then
the whole body suffers. You have a responsibility to use that gift that God has given you. The
church needs you if we are going to be growing and healthy.
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At BCC, we want each member to know what their spiritual gifts are so that each person can serve
the body in his/her own unique way. Here are some questions that you can ask yourself as you
consider what your spiritual gift might be.
-

What come easy for you that is hard for others?
What do you take pleasure in doing?
What have other people told you they see in you?
Where have you seen God at work in your life?

Take time during your meeting to share about the ways that you believe in which God has gifted
you and what that might mean for your service to Christ and the church. As well, share with other
members of your group what you see in them and what you believe their spiritual gifts may be.
Read Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12 & 13; Ephesians 4:1-16
Discussion Questions:
1. How does the image of the church as the body of Christ help you to understand the way that
unity and diversity work in the church?
2. Talk about a time when you served others in a way that energized you. Talk about a time when
you have served others when it felt like a frustrating burden. What do you think the difference
was between those two experiences? How do these experiences help you understand your
spiritual gifts?
3. Do you find it easy or difficult to use your gifts at Broadway? Why do you think that is?
4. What person in your life can you encourage to use their spiritual gift?
Other Scriptures to Consider: Romans 12:1-8; 1 Peter 4:7-11
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Lesson 3: Practicing Friendship & Hospitality
Relationships are the soil where our faith in Christ grows. We need other people to help us
celebrate our victories and walk with us through our trials. There is a deep longing in each one of
us to connect with other people.
But relationships are difficult. They take time and effort and sacrifice. Sometimes they may even
feel like more trouble than they are worth. However, we want to be very clear at Broadway that we
believe our relationships with one another are essential to our health, our healing, and our growth
as followers of Jesus.
This week we are going to talk about two practices of relationship. The first is friendship and the
second is hospitality. Friendship is the practice of intentionally developing a relationship of
intimacy. Hospitality is the practice of intentionally developing relationships with strangers.
Friendship and Hospitality are ancient Christian practices that help cultivate the soil of our faith,
and they are important practices for us to grow in at BCC.
Friendship
We hope that our relationships with one another in the church go beyond our interactions on
Sunday morning. There is a need in each one of us to have relationships that we enjoy for their own
sake – relationships where we can be ourselves and be known by others. We need friends.
Unfortunately, friendships are often difficult to find and keep. When we were kids, friendship was
much easier. But, the busyness of our culture, our devices and entertainment, and the pressures of
modern life tend to keep us apart from one another. No doubt many of you find it difficult to find
people to be friends with. And even if you are blessed to find a friend, it can be difficult to find the
time and energy to spend with them.
But, friendships are worth it! They are essential for us. They are one of the great gifts that God has
given to us for enjoying life, and they are an important part of our discipleship. The Bible is filled
with men and women whose friendships were a vital part of their spiritual life: David and Jonathan,
Paul and Silas, Paul and Timothy, Jesus and Peter. We hope that you will seek and find friendships
at Broadway that will be an encouragement to you in following Jesus.
Hospitality
Most of your neighbors are lonely and longing for relationship. One of the best ways that we can
extend the presence of Jesus to our neighbors and co-workers is by regularly practicing hospitality.
The Greek word for hospitality is philoxenia. “Philo” means love and “xenia” means stranger.
Hospitality = Love for the stranger. Hospitality, philoxenia, is at the heart of the Gospel. God
expressed his philoxenia to us on the cross. He call us to do the same for others.
One of the most important Christian practices in the church throughout history is the practice of
hospitality. In our modern world we have a “hospitality industry” that takes care of our food and
shelter when we are away from home. But, hotels and restaurants have nothing to do with the
Christian vision of extending hospitality to our neighbors.
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The Christian vision of hospitality is, very simply, opening up space and time in our lives for other
people. We create this space and time for people prayerfully, asking that that it would provide an
opportunity for Jesus to be present. In other words, it is giving the gift of our place, our time, and
our attention to someone else so that we can be a blessing to them, and in turn, that we may receive
a blessing.
There are numerous commands in the New Testament for the church to practice hospitality
(Hebrews 13:2, Romans 12:13, 1 Peter 4:9), and there are numerous examples of followers of Jesus
extending hospitality to others in the Gospels and in the book of Acts. This is a lost practice that
needs to be recovered in our culture today where there are so many people who feel isolated and
disconnected from their neighbors.
Over the years, some members of Broadway have listened to the calling of hospitality and have
made radical decisions to extend it to those who are in need of deep and long-term relationship.
Families have adopted children or worked as foster parents. Others have invited hurting people
into their home so that they can experience a home where Jesus is at the center. We believe that
these acts of obedience to Jesus to practice hospitality have great power to bring healing and
wholeness into people’s lives.
Not all practices of hospitality need to be so life-altering. Practicing hospitality can be a very simply
practice. Hospitality can be as simple as inviting someone out for coffee or into your home for
dinner. This does not mean that you need to get out the silver and fine china! Christian hospitality,
philoxenia, is simply creating space and time for others so that you both may experience the
presence of Jesus.
Read Scripture: John 4
Discussion Questions:
1. Tell the group about one of your best experiences of friendship. What was it about that
relationship that made it so special?
2. Do you find friendship difficult or easy? Why do you think that is?
3. How does Jesus extend hospitality to the woman at the well? Why is this so surprising to His
disciples? What does this story teach us about our own practice of hospitality?
4. What do you think the Bible means by “hospitality”? How could this practice be a catalyst for
transformation in your own life and the lives of your neighbors and co-workers?
5. Is there someone in your life that you can extend hospitality to this week? What would that look
like?
Other Scriptures to Consider: 2 Samuel 9; Hebrews 13:1-3; Romans 12:9-21; 1 Peter 4:7-11
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Introduction to Faithful Witness
God calls us to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world in the city of Fort Wayne and to every
other place the Holy Spirit sends us.
At Broadway Christian Church we want to be faithful to the calling that God has given to us to be
witnesses to the work of Jesus in the world. In Acts 1, Jesus sends the disciples on a mission: “… you
will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
What is a witness? A witness is someone who has seen something; someone who had some
experience and is willing to tell about it. This is what a witness does on the “witness stand” in a
courtroom. They tell about what they have seen and experienced. As faithful witnesses to Jesus,
we are called to tell others about how we have seen and experienced Jesus at work in our lives.
In addition to the words that we speak about Jesus as His witnesses, our lives also serve as a
witness. Our lives, both individually and as a community, serve as a witness to the world of what it
means to be a follower of Jesus. In one place Jesus says, “… let your light shine before men, that they
may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16). Following the words
of Jesus, Peter writes that we are called to live good lives in the world so that the world will “see
your good deeds and glorify God” (1 Peter 2:12).
The world learns what it means to follow Jesus by watching His followers: people whose words and
deeds speak of the work of Jesus in their lives.
Since 1974, Broadway has equipped and sent witnesses of Jesus all over the world. Over 40 men
and women have been sent as full-time missionaries and hundreds have participated in short-term
mission teams. Beyond that, we recognize that God’s mission does not only concern places “over
there” in other countries, but also “right here” in our own homes, neighborhoods, and workplaces.
There are two clear ways that we can participate in God’s mission:
1. Pray and support others who are working in full-time mission-work locally and overseas.
In Paul’s letters to the churches in the New Testament he frequently asks the churches to support
him and his partners in ministry. Sometimes he asked for financial support and at other times he
asked for prayer. Paul had a particular missionary calling to travel throughout the world
proclaiming the gospel in every major city. Paul knew that this was his calling, not everyone’s
calling. And so he asked others to support him, but did not expect everyone to join him.
2. Listen and respond to God’s calling in our own lives.
While we pray and support others, each of us have our own families, neighbors, and co-workers
that God is calling us to love and serve. God has a calling for your life. There are ways that he has
called and equipped you to be a witness for Christ; to tell your story and serve others in the way of
Jesus.
Over the next two weeks, we are going to focus on this calling to be faithful witnesses. We will talk
about our calling as the whole body of Christ to be a witness to the world in our shared life together
in the church. We will also talk about the ways God has worked in our lives up to this point to
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prepare us for the unique calling He has for each one of us. Finally, we will also acknowledge the
importance of establishing a rhythm of both rest and work in our lives to sustain us for a life of
faithful witness.
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Lesson 1: Faithful Witness & the Church
“How is it possible that the gospel should be credible, that people should come to believe that the
power which has the last word in human affairs is represented by a man hanging on a cross? The only
answer… is a congregation of men and women who believe it and live by it.”
-

Leslie Newbigin, “The Gospel in a Pluralistic Society”

Our neighbors discover the truth of the gospel when they see communities of Christians living by it.
Evangelistic campaigns and Christian literature, conferences and church programs all have their
place. But they only have the power to accomplish their purpose if they lead back to a tangible
community of followers of Jesus that believe the gospel and live according to it.
Being “witnesses for Jesus” is not something that we do on our own. Of course, there may be times
when we have one-on-one conversations with our neighbors or co-workers. As we will look at next
week, each one of us does have our own unique calling that God has given. But the teaching of the
New Testament is that the gospel forms a community of people that serve as a demonstration of the
Good News. We are witnesses in our life together as the church.
In 1 Peter 3, Peter tells us about our identity as the church. Peter tells us that we are a “chosen
people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of God’s possession.” Notice that these are all
corporate descriptions. We are saved not only as individuals, but as a whole community. Peter
goes on to tell us that this community has been saved for a purpose: “that you may declare the
praises of him who called you out of darkness and into his marvelous light.”
There is power in our witness when there is a community of people that serve as a visible example
of the power of the gospel. The gospel is the message of God’s reconciling work for the whole
world. When we share the Good News of Jesus we are telling people that the death and resurrection
of Jesus Christ is the source of the healing of every division that we experience in our world. In an
earlier lesson we learned that the gospel does a work of healing in our relationships with God, with
our neighbors, with our own self, and with all of creation. This message comes with power when
there is a community of people who demonstrate this healing and reconciling work.
Read Scripture: 1 Peter 2:9-12; Acts 2:42-47; Acts 4:32-35
Discussion Questions:
1. What are the four descriptions that Peter uses for the church in 1 Peter 2? What do each of
these descriptions mean? What do they say to us about our life together as a church
community?
2. What kind of activities did the early church participate in Acts 2 and 4? How is this similar to
what we do now at Broadway? How is it different?
3. What obstacles do we encounter in our lives that keep us from participating in the church
community?
4. How could BCC better serve as a witness to the world in our life together as a church in Fort
Wayne? How could your groups serve as a witness to your neighbors?
Other Scriptures to Consider: Matthew 10; Luke 10
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Lesson 2: Faithful Witness & Personal Calling
God has been at work in your life from the very beginning. In fact, since the moment you were
conceived God has known you and has been shaping and forming you. For some of you, this is very
obvious. Perhaps you grew up in a Christian home and were taught from a very early age about
Jesus and His work in your life and in the world. For others of you, the work and hand of God early
in your life may be more difficult for you to discern. But whether you have been aware of the work
of God in your life for decades or only for a few weeks, God has been very aware of you. He has
been at work shaping you into who He wants you to be.
In Paul’s letter to the Ephesians he tells us that “we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do” (Ephesians 2:10). God has good
works in mind for each of us, and from the moment that each of us were conceived (and even before
that!), God has been preparing and equipping us for that work.
Throughout the Bible we read stories of great heroes and heroines of the faith, people like Abraham,
David, Noah, Hannah, and Mary. They were men and women with flaws and limitations, and yet,
God chose them, and He called them for a specific purpose so that through them His work of
redemption would continue to move forward in the world.
Consider this question: What if your role in God’s plan for the world is just as important to God as
the role that these men and women played?
At BCC we want to be people who are living our lives in response to God; people who are living in
response to a vocation or a “calling.” We believe that this calling is important to God and significant
for the good of our neighbors. We also believe that living and working in response to God’s divine
calling will bring each of us the greatest joy in this life as God’s calling always leads us to a great
love for Himself and for our neighbor.
The work that God has for you was not a last minute, haphazard decision. Your participation in
God’s work of redemption in the world is so important to Him that he planned it in advance.
Responding to the good work that God is calling you to do is one essential part of your own life as a
faithful witness to Jesus.
Read Scripture: Ephesians 2:9-10; Acts 22:1-21
Discussion Questions:
1. What do you think of the question above? Is the work that God has called you to do as
important to God as the work of Abraham, Noah, Hannah, Mary, Paul, etc.? Why or why not?
2. Paul tells us that God prepared works for us to do “in advance.” What emotion does this bring
about in your heart? Excitement? Fear? Worry?
3. In Acts 22 Paul retells the story of his own conversion and calling by God. What were the
different aspects of his past life that God used to prepare him for his calling? List the aspects of
Paul’s past that were “good” and the aspects of Paul’s past that were “bad” or “sinful.” How did
God redeem the sin in Paul’s life for God’s own glory and for Paul’s good? What does that say to
you about your own past?
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4. Do you believe that you have discovered God’s calling in your life? If so, share it with your
group. If not, what are some next steps that you can take to begin to discern what that may be?
Other Scriptures to Consider: Genesis 12:1-4; 1 Samuel 3; Isaiah 6
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Practice: Developing a Personal Biblical Mandate
One of the ways that God has been shaping you is through the words of scripture. We hear God’s
voice primarily through the words of the Bible, and knowing God’s word through the scriptures
helps us to discern God’s voice in the rest of our lives. The Bible is where we learn God’s character
and the way that He responds to us in the world.
While the whole Bible is an invaluable and precious gift to each of us, there are certain biblical
passages that are uniquely important to you. There are scriptures that have spoken to you at
unique points in your life, stories that are etched in your memory, precious words given to you at
just the right moment. They are God’s unique words to you.
It is our conviction at BCC that this is not an accident or coincidence, but is the gracious work of God
in your life. Over the next week, we are going to ask you to take some time to reflect on the specific
biblical stories and teachings that God has used to shape your life and to prayerfully ask God,
“Why?”. Why has this verse never left my memory? Why has that story been so important to me?
We are trusting that the Holy Spirit has been at work in your life from the beginning, so we believe
that the answers to those questions are part of God’s work in your life to lead you to understand
your own personal calling.
Below is a brief guide for you to begin to articulate a “Personal Biblical Mandate.” The dictionary
defines “mandate” in this way: “to give the authority to act in a certain way.” We believe that each
of us is given a mandate by God; authority to act in a certain way. You have been given authority to
be a witness to Jesus in a particular way that will be a blessing to other people and will bring life to
your own soul.
This “Personal Biblical Mandate” will be a collection of biblical passages that have been important
to you and that have set your life and ministry in a certain direction. As you take the time to
articulate the biblical passages that have been most formative in your life up to this point, we trust
that it will also serve as a guide for how God wants you to walk forward in obedience to His Word.
Step 1: Spend 30 minutes writing down scripture passages that have been important to you in your
life. These may have been passages that you intentionally memorized early in life that have stuck
with you. Or perhaps they are verses that you never intended to memorize, yet there they are in
your head! They may be verses you find yourself returning to in seasons of trial or a verse that God
used to encourage you in a dark time. Or for some of you who are new to the Bible, you may have
just recently learned something from a sermon or from your small group that has been
encouragement to you or has caused you to learn more about Jesus. During this first step, you are
simply seeking to list passages that are especially important to you. List as many that come to mind.
Step 2: Read through all of the verses three or four times. Take note of any common themes that
emerge. What convictions or values are reflected in these passages?
Step 3: Answer the following questions for each of your Scripture passages.
What does this passage say about God?
What does this passage say about me?
What does this passage say about what God desires to do through me?
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Step 4: Choose the five or six most important verses of scripture and for each one write a short
summary of what that verse says to you.
Step 5: Share your Personal Biblical Mandate with your group.
Pastor Ryan’s Personal Biblical Mandate
Invited to join the redemptive mission of God (Genesis 12:1-4)
Rooted in the love of Christ and transformed by the Spirit (Ephesians 3:14-17)
Called to serve and lead the church with the attitude of Christ …(Philippians 2 Christ Hymn)
… and in radical confidence in the presence and guidance of Christ (Romans 12:1-2, Proverbs 3:5-6)
… and with great hope in the eternal presence of God that we will enjoy (Revelation 21:1-5)
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Lesson 3: Rhythm of Rest & Work
God calls us to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world in the city of Fort Wayne and in
every other place the Holy Spirit sends us, but how can we do this if we’re tired, burned out, and
used up?
In Matthew 11:28-30, Jesus invites us into both rest and relationship. “Come to me, all you who are
weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” It’s an invitation to the “weary and burdened” to find
rest that refreshes the soul. “Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” Here
Jesus is making a distinction between the yoke of the law and all its heavy burdens on man and His
yoke which is to love God and love our neighbor as ourselves (Matthew 22:37-40). It really is that
simple. Love (His yoke) sums up all the commandments. Righteousness is no longer established by
the law. It is now established through relationship.
Putting it all together, Jesus is saying, we must first rest in Him. Then, with His help, we can love
God and love people well. It’s a rhythm of rest and work. We are not to carry the burden of the
work He has given us alone. When Jesus calls us to be yoked to Him, He is calling us to submission
and deep connection so that we face the demands of life together with Him. Then His strength
makes our burden light. We tend to overcomplicate it. The simple message of Matthew 11:28-30 is
this: rest in Him and love God and man.
This requires balance. Let’s talk about the importance of establishing a rhythm of rest and work,
which can be a challenge in our culture.
If we are to carry out the commands of scripture to “bear one another’s burdens,” “be devoted to
one another,” “serve one another,” “bear with one another,” “go and make disciples of all nations,”
and exercise our gifts (teach, be hospitable, administrate) for God’s purposes, we will need to be
mindful of what God has commanded about rest.
Jesus Himself shows us how to include Sabbath rest in our daily lives as He stole away early in the
morning to spend time with the Father (Mark 1:35-37 and Luke 5:16). He taught us that the
Sabbath was made for man and not the other way around (Mark 2:27). This means the Sabbath was
meant to be a blessing to mankind. Jesus did good on the Sabbath day (Luke 13:10-13). These two
passages from Mark teach us about balance and intentionality. Colossians 2:16 and Hebrews 4 shed
some light on how we are to practice Sabbath rest. Here we see the Sabbath command is not to be
legalistically carried out today as it was in Moses’ day. However, the sabbatical principle is clearly
present throughout the New Testament.
God Himself rested on the seventh day, after six days of creation. Was He tired? Had He exhausted
His energy? Could He go on no longer? Did He need to recover? No. So why did God rest? The
word “rest” here is better translated “to cease activity.” God simply ceased His activity and stepped
back to delight in His creative work (Genesis 1:31). It was purposeful. This rest was not for the
purpose of recovery. It was to cease and enjoy. God's rest from creation establishes for us a rhythm
for our lives.
When Jesus said, “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give
you rest,” He was not calling us to a nice nap or a Netflix series. He was calling us to find rest for our
souls. This invitation is to fellowship with Him. Sabbath rest is about enjoying Him, His creation,
36

and His gifts (family, His Word, creative passions such as art or music). This kind of rest is missing
from many of our calendars today.
Finding balance is imperative. We can lean too heavily into sloth and non-productive habits or into
ceaseless “important” activity.
Read Scripture: Matthew 11:25-30; Mark 2:23-3:6
Discussion Questions:
1. What does rest look like to you in this season of life?
2. What changes can you make to establish intentional rest and a rhythm of rest and work?
3. Which components of rest described above have you incorporated well into your rest and which
are missing? (hobbies, family time, solitude/drawing near to God, abstinence from social
media…)
4. Did Jesus rest only when the demands of life were met? Look at Mark 1:35-37. What does that
tell us about the importance of intentional rest?
5. The same word for “weary” in Galatians 6:9 is used for “faint” in Matthew 15:32 and means
“physical exhaustion produced by abstinence from food”. Carry that thought into Galatians 6:9
to understand the full meaning of what Paul is saying.
Other Scriptures to Consider: Isaiah 58; Matthew 12:12; Matthew 26:41; Galatians 6:9; 2
Thessalonians 3:13; Hebrews 4:9-11
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Practice: Sabbath Rest
In a sense, rest is work. It requires discipline and intentionality. Have a strategy that includes
consistent daily, weekly, and monthly rest. Have plan for what you will do to refresh your soul.
Surrender your calendar.
Rest before you get tired.
Rest from social media.
An important question about personal rest practices, whatever they are, is whether or not they lead
an individual into a deeper experience of God’s faithfulness.
Here are some questions for self-examination:
For the insanely busy:
We pay a high price for constant activity. Busyness can desensitize us to the voice of God, rob our
peace, prevent deep thought and cause discontentment, fatigue, and depression. Busyness breeds
emptiness. Constant doing is not heroic, it’s sinful. Busyness is an addiction. If we are not taking
the time for rest from activity, we need to ask ourselves why.
What drives us to ungodly levels of busyness? (pride, a sense of identity, a need to prove our worth,
a need to earn salvation, the fear of disappointing others, feelings of inadequacy, a need to be
needed?)
Have we bought into the lie that busyness = importance?
For those with some free time:
What are we doing with our free time? Are we being purposeful with our time? Sabbatical rest is a
time to enjoy the gifts of God (family, His Word, creative skills). Are we finding rest for the mind
and soul? Are we experiencing the kind of rest that rejuvenates us for the work to which He has
called us?
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Broadway Christian Church Statement of Beliefs
A. God – We believe in one God eternally manifested as the Father, Son and Holy Spirit
B. Jesus Christ – We believe in the dual nature of the Lord Jesus Christ – fully God and fully
man, without ceasing to be God. He became man in order that He might reveal God and
redeem sinners. We believe in His deity, in His pre-existence, in His incarnation, in His virgin
birth, and in His death on the cross, burial and resurrection.
C. Holy Spirit – We believe the Holy Spirit is sent from the Father, through the Son, in order to
convict the world of sin and the need for Jesus Christ. He lives in every Christian from the
moment of salvation. He provides power and guidance for living, supplies understanding of
spiritual truth, and gives comfort and security to those who believe in Jesus Christ. He gives
to every believer at least one spiritual gift. As Christians, we seek to live under His control
daily with the fruit of the Spirit evident in our lives.
D. Bible – We believe that both the Old and New Testaments of the Holy Scriptures constitute
the divinely inspired and inerrant Word of God.
E. Humanity – We believe people were created in the image of God and to exist forever. We
believe in the resurrection of the dead. We will exist either eternally separated from God by
sin or eternally with God through forgiveness and salvation through Jesus Christ. Heaven is a
place of eternal life in union with God. Hell is a place of eternal separation from God.
F. Salvation – We believe that apart from the vicarious and atoning death of Jesus Christ, sinful
man is hopelessly and eternally lost. Man has no means by which he can redeem, atone, or
justify himself before God. Salvation is a gift from God brought to man by grace and received
through confession and repentance and personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, whose
atoning blood was shed on the cross for the forgiveness of sins and the gift of eternal life.
G. Church – We believe that the church is composed of all believers in Jesus Christ, evident by
worshiping, witnessing and making disciples throughout the world. We believe in the
ordinances of baptism and communion. Baptism symbolizes the believer’s union in the
death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Communion commemorates the sacrifice of
our Savior for mankind. Although participating in communion and baptism do not save us,
they do express the grace of God given to us.
H. Believers – We believe the life of the believer will be marked by holiness, purity, godliness
and the fruit of the Spirit in order that the believer might be a light to the world and salt to
the earth.
I. Future – We believe in the personal, visible, future and bodily return of the Lord Jesus
Christ.
As a member of Broadway Christian Church I will submit to and uphold these core beliefs.
Printed Name:

Date:

Signature:
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_________

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of
the age.”
Matthew 28:18-20
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