
1 As he was passing by, he saw a man blind from birth. 
2 His disciples asked him: “Rabbi, who sinned, this man 
or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 “Neither this 
man nor his parents sinned,” Jesus answered. “This came 
about so that God’s works might be displayed in him. 
4 We must do the works of him who sent me while it is 
day. Night is coming when no one can work. 5 As long 
as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 After 
he said these things he spit on the ground, made some 
mud from the saliva, and spread the mud on his eyes. 
7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the pool of Siloam” 
(which means “Sent”). So he left, washed, and came 
back seeing. … 29 We know that God has spoken to 
Moses. But this man—we don’t know where he’s from.” 
30 “This is an amazing thing!” the man told them. “You 
don’t know where he is from, and yet he opened my 
eyes. 31 We know that God doesn’t listen to sinners, 

but if anyone is God-fearing and does his will, he listens 
to him. 32 Throughout history no one has ever heard 
of someone opening the eyes of a person born blind. 
33 If this man were not from God, he wouldn’t be able 
to do anything.” … 35 Jesus heard that they had thrown 
the man out, and when he found him, he asked, “Do you 
believe in the Son of Man?” 36 “Who is he, Sir, that I 
may believe in him?” he asked. 37 Jesus answered, “You 
have seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.” 
38 “I believe, Lord!” he said, and he worshiped him. 
39 Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment, in 
order that those who do not see will see and those who 
do see will become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees who 
were with him heard these things and asked him, “We 
aren’t blind too, are we?” 41 “If you were blind,” Jesus 
told them, “you wouldn’t have sin. But now that you say, 
‘We see,’ your sin remains.
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Enslaved to Sin

Because of the fall of Adam and Eve 
in the garden of Eden, all of humanity 
has inherited a sin nature that inclines 
them toward sin and rebellion. Human 
beings are enslaved to sin (Rom. 6:17), 
continually living with the propensity 
to transgress God’s commandments 
whenever possible. It isn’t until one 
experiences salvation through the work of 
Christ that he or she is able to overcome 
sin’s enslavement through the power of the 
Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:2).

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

Why are we prone to connect all suffering to a person’s sins?

What are some ways you can be the 
light of Christ in your spheres of 
influence?
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Enslaved to Sin

Because of the fall of Adam and Eve 
in the garden of Eden, all of humanity 
has inherited a sin nature that inclines 
them toward sin and rebellion. Human 
beings are enslaved to sin (Rom. 6:17), 
continually living with the propensity 
to transgress God’s commandments 
whenever possible. It isn’t until one 
experiences salvation through the work of 
Christ that he or she is able to overcome 
sin’s enslavement through the power of the 
Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:2).

Christ Connection

In the healing of the man who was born blind, Jesus revealed that He 
is the light who has come into the world. When we trust in Jesus, our 
sin and spiritual blindness is removed and we are able to see the light 
of the world in all His glory and beauty.

What does Jesus’ actions in this account teach us about how we should live 
our lives?

Why do you think this particular healing was so unique and made the 
Pharisees so upset? 

Main Point
Spiritual blindness is 

the result of not seeing 
Jesus properly.
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In Defense

The pool of Siloam was discovered by accident in 2004 as workers in Jerusalem 
dug to repair a sewer pipe that was located only a few feet above the buried 
ruins. Subsequent excavations by Ronny Reich and Eli Shukrun revealed that 
the pool was surrounded on all four sides by three tiers of steps that led down 
into the water. Ancient coinage and pottery at the site date from the time of 
Christ, placing the pool well within the context of the story of Jesus healing 
a blind man here (John 9:7). The pool’s discovery leaves little doubt among 
both liberal and conservative archaeologists that the pool mentioned in John 
9:7 is the pool of Siloam.—The CSB Apologetics Study Bible (Holman 
Bible Publishers, 2017), 1318. 

His Story

How can we respond to Jesus’ goodness and grace in our lives this week?
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Our Mission

Head

What are some ways we are challenged to live based on Jesus’ actions in 
this story?

What are some ways we can respond to God’s grace in our lives like the 
man who was healed?

Heart

According to this story, who was ultimately blind: the blind man or the 
Pharisees? What does this teach us about our own condition before 
believing in Jesus?

What are some ways we can worship our Lord and Savior for the healing 
from sin that He gives to us?

Hands

What are some opportunities in your community for your group to meet 
people who are on the margins and in need of the hope of the gospel?

How will you live in the light of Jesus so others become aware of their 
spiritual darkness and need for Jesus?
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The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

Jesus’ answer to the disciples’ question about the 
blind man wasn’t what they expected. They asked 
Him for a cause, but Jesus responded in terms of 
purpose—this man had been blind all of his life so 
that the works of God would be displayed in him. 
God used the healing of this blind man to reveal 
that Jesus is the light of the world, to confront the 
Pharisees in their blindness, and to bring the man 
born blind to salvation.

Christians aren’t promised freedom from suffering 
in the world, nor are we often given a reason for our 
suffering. But we do have the hope and assurance 
that for the believer, our suffering has purpose in 
the hands of a sovereign God. As Romans 8:28 
reminds us, all things, good and terrible, are being 
worked together by a gracious Father for our good 
and His glory.

In what ways have you seen God 
at work in your suffering, past 
and present?

Day 1

John 
9:1-7
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The neighbors of this man couldn’t believe their 
own eyes. They wondered if this man with sight 
was really the same blind man they knew or if he 
were just someone who looked a lot like him. The 
encounter with Jesus had so drastically changed the 
man born blind that those around him couldn’t 
help but notice. The witness of the Gospels is that 
those who had a supernatural encounter with Jesus 
left the interaction significantly changed.

Following Jesus by faith will produce indelible 
changes in our lives that others should notice. The 
way we live, the way we speak, and how we interact 
with others will all be affected as we follow Christ. 
And as others wonder at the changes in our lives, 
we’re able to share about the One who changed 
our lives.

What is one way your life has been 
different since following Jesus?

Day 2

John 
9:8-12

The Pharisees were trying to get to the bottom of 
this miracle in the man who had been blind. They 
interrogated him about what happened. They asked 
him who he thought Jesus was, but they didn’t like 
his answer, so they interrogated his parents next. 
Afraid, his mother and father deflected to their son, 
so the Pharisees went again to ask the man what 
really happened. His response was simple: “I was 
blind, and now I can see!” (v. 25). At that, they 
began to ridicule him.

This man wasn’t well versed in theology, nor could 
he tell you much about Jesus. What he did know 
was what Jesus had done and how that had changed 
him. This is at the heart of what it means to witness 
to others about Jesus. Though they are helpful to 
have, we ultimately don’t need all the answers. 
What we need is a testimony about how Jesus has 
changed our life.

How would you answer someone 
who asked you what Jesus has done 
for you?

Day 3

John 
9:13-28
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Things seemed to be going in the right direction 
for the man who had been born blind because he 
wasn’t blind anymore! After a lifetime of hearing 
people talk about sight but never experiencing it 
himself, he now could see what his parents looked 
like, the majestic rise of trees, and the synagogue 
he worshiped in. This was probably the best day 
of his life.

Then the religious leaders excommunicated him 
from the synagogue because he said Jesus had 
come from God. This man’s young faith brought 
rejection from his neighbors, his leaders, and 
perhaps even his parents. Scripture doesn’t promise 
that following Jesus means life gets easier. Often it 
means it gets harder. Jesus is the light of the world 
who brought love, grace, and healing, and yet, He 
was crucified, and His followers should expect the 
same hatred and persecution Jesus experienced from 
the world (John 15:18-21). You may be rejected in 
this life because of your faith, but God’s promise is 
that there is joy and a future hope because Jesus was 
rejected for us.

What promises of God can you cling 
to when trials and suffering come?

Day 4

John 
9:29-34

Upon hearing that the man He healed had been 
thrown out of the synagogue, Jesus went and found 
the man so that He could reveal Himself as the 
Messiah. Jesus was on a divine mission, walking 
toward the cross, and yet, He went back to this man 
who had been cut off religiously and socially. The 
same Jesus who healed the man without prompting 
now sought him out and gave him true spiritual 
sight to see Jesus for who He really is. Jesus doesn’t 
just care about performing miracles; He cares that 
people see Him as true light.

Our true need isn’t just physical needs being met. 
Our true need is a spiritual need—to see Jesus 
rightly and worship Him. We mustn’t neglect 
physical needs, but as we work to alleviate suffering 
and meet the needs of those around us, we ought 
always to point people to Jesus.

In what ways can you meet the 
physical needs of the people you are 
sharing the gospel with?

Day 5

John 
9:35-41
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