
The Psalms



The Psalms
i. 150 Psalms in 5 books.  
ii. Most quoted OT book in NT. 
iii. They teach theological truths. 
iv. Connect with the soul.



Prosper or Perish
 (Psalm 1)



Big Idea: Prosper or perish, it’s 
our choice. Choose to live 
God’s way and prosper.



Blessed is the man who walks not in the 
counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the 
way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of 
scoffers; 2 but his delight is in the law of 
the LORD, and on his law he meditates 
day and night. 3 He is like a tree planted 
by streams of water that yields its fruit 
in its season, and its leaf does not 
wither. In all that he does, he prospers.



4 The wicked are not so, but are like 
chaff that the wind drives away. 5 
Therefore the wicked will not stand 
in the judgment, nor sinners in the 
congregation of the righteous; 6 for 
the LORD knows the way of the 
righteous, but the way of the wicked 
will perish.



Big Idea: Prosper or perish, it’s 
our choice. Choose to live 
God’s way and prosper.



Perish or Prosper
1. Seek the blessed life.  
2. Identify evil and run from it. 
3. Delight in the Lord. 
4. Avoid the way of the wicked. 
5. The wicked will perish. 



1. Seek the blessed life. 
“Blessed is the man … In all that 
he does, he prospers.” (vv. 1, 3).



2. Identify evil and run from it. 
“Blessed is the man who walks not in 
the counsel of the wicked, nor 
stands in the way of sinners, nor sits 
in the seat of scoffers” (v. 1).



If you’re not killing sin, it’s killing you.

i. Don’t tear down fences until you 
know why they were put up. 

ii. Without rules, life becomes 
meaningless. 

iii. Figure out what causes you to sin 
and run from it. 



3. Delight in the Lord.
“2 but his delight is in the law of the 
LORD, and on his law he meditates day 
and night. 3 He is like a tree planted by 
streams of water that yields its fruit in 
its season, and its leaf does not wither. In 
all that he does, he prospers.” (vv. 2-3).



Daily living we have a choice.
i. Delight on the Law of the Lord. 
ii.Meditate on the Law of the Lord. 
iii.Trust God’s planting.  
iv.Fruit comes in God’s time.



4. Avoid the way of the wicked.
“4 The wicked are not so, but 
are like chaff that the wind 
drives away.” (v. 4).



The wicked:
i. People just like us, but not 

trusting in Christ. 
ii. The wicked experience eternal 

judgement. 
iii. Wicked miss out on temporal 

blessing (Rom 1:24, 26).



5. The wicked will perish. 
“5 Therefore the wicked will not 
stand in the judgment, nor sinners 
in the congregation of the righteous; 
6 for the LORD knows the way of the 
righteous, but the way of the 
wicked will perish.” (vv. 5-6).



The wicked will perish, but ... 
i.Christ is righteous. 
ii.Righteousness for us is 
performed by/in Christ. 

iii.Embrace this gospel.



Prosper or perish …  
which way will you live?


