
Choose to follow the Lord.

Jonah 1:1-3



Big Idea: God loves sinners enough to 
send us to them; therefore, we should 
choose to obey.



Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the 
son of Amittai, saying, 2 "Arise, go to Nineveh, 
that great city, and call out against it, for their 
evil has come up before me." 3 But Jonah rose to 
flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. 
He went down to Joppa and found a ship going 
to Tarshish. So he paid the fare and went down 
into it, to go with them to Tarshish, away from 
the presence of the LORD. (Jon 1:1-3 ESV)



Big Idea: God loves sinners enough to 
send us to them; therefore, we should 
choose to obey.



Choose to follow the Lord.

1. God’s plan interrupts your life (v. 1).

2. God loves and cares about sinners (v. 2).

3. God’s servants can disobey (v. 3).



1. God’s plan interrupts your life (vv. 1-2a).

“Now the word of the LORD came to 
Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, 2 "Arise, 
go to Nineveh, that great city…”



God’s plan interrupts your life.

i. God still speaks to us.
ii. God speaks in His time.
iii. God’s command is always urgent.



God speaks … 

i. Through his word (2Ti 3:16-17).
ii. Using others (Eph 4:11-12).
iii. In the creation (Ps 19:1-2; Rom 1:19-20).
iv. Through difficulties (Jam 1:2-4).
v. By his spirit (Jn 14:26).



God has a general plan for your life.

i. God’s general plan comes from God’s Word 
(2Ti 3:16-17).

ii. Go, make disciples (Mt 28:18-20; Acts 1:8).
iii. Love God (Deut 6:4-9).
iv. Love others (Lev 19:18).



God has a specific plan for your life.

i. God’s plan for you will align with Scripture.
ii. Other Believers will affirm God’s plan.
iii. You will have peace making the decision.



2. God loves and cares about sinners (v. 2).

“Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and 
call out against it, for their evil has come 
up before me.”



God loves and cares about sinners.

i. Sin stinks, and God knows it!
ii. God sends Jonah to the lowest sinners.
iii. God’s love is enduring (Ex 34:6-7; Jon 4:2).



God seeks out undeserving sinners and 
sends his people to offer them the 
gospel.



We should care about sinners, too.

i. Love people like God loves them.
ii. Seek lost people where you live.
iii. Seek lost people where God sends you.
iv. Pray to God for lost people (Rom 9:3).



3. God’s servants can disobey (v. 3).

“3 But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the 
presence of the LORD. He went down to Joppa and 
found a ship going to Tarshish. So he paid the fare 
and went down into it, to go with them to 
Tarshish, away from the presence of the LORD.”



God’s servants can disobey.

i. Serving God is a choice (Lk 9:23).
ii. Running from God is a choice (v. 3).
iii. Hiding from God is a choice (Gen 4:16).
iv. Jonah’s hard heart caused him to flee (4:2).



God wants you to serve him.
i. Will you go where God sends?
ii. Will you love who God loves?
iii. Will you follow the Lord?



Decide to follow Jesus today.


