
Overcome the World!
(1 John 5:1-5)



Big Idea: Our relationship with God 
guarantees victory over the world; so live 
by faith and experience victory!



Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ 
has been born of God, and everyone who loves 
the Father loves whoever has been born of him. 
2 By this we know that we love the children of 
God, when we love God and obey his 
commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, 
that we keep his commandments. And his 
commandments are not burdensome. 



4 For everyone who has been born of God 
overcomes the world. And this is the victory that 
has overcome the world—our faith. 5 Who is it 
that overcomes the world except the one who 
believes that Jesus is the Son of God?



Big Idea: Our relationship with God 
guarantees victory over the world; so live 
by faith and experience victory!



Overcome the World!

1. Believe in Jesus (v. 1a).
2. Love others (v. 1b-2).
3. Obey God (v. 3).
4. Live by faith (vv. 4-5).



1. Believe in Jesus (v. 1a)

“Everyone who believes that Jesus is the 
Christ has been born of God…”



Believe in the right Jesus.
i. Born of a virgin (Isa 7:14 // Mt 1:22-23).
ii. From the tribe of Judah (Gen 49:10 // Lk 3:33).
iii. Heir to King David's throne (2Sam 7:12-13 // Lk 1:32-33).
iv. Called Immanuel (Isa 7:14 // Mt 1:23)
v. Rejected by his own people (Isa 53:3 // Jn 1:11).
vi. Son of God (Ps 2:7 // Mt 3:16-17).
vii. Betrayed (Ps 41:9 // Mt 26:14-16).
viii.The sacrifice for sin (Isa 53:5-12 // Rom 5:6-8).
ix. Raised from the dead (Ps 16:10 // Mt 28:2-7).
x. Seated at God's right hand (Ps 68:18 // Mk 16:19).



Own your place in God’s family.
i. Sons and daughters (Jer 31:9).
ii. We can inherit the God’s likeness (Mt 5:9).
iii. We are sons of God (Rom 8:14; Gal 3:26).
iv. God is our loving father (Ps 103:13; 1Jn 

2:12; Lk 11:13). 
v. We have a big, big family (1 Tim 5:1-2).



2. Love Others (vv. 1b-2)

“… and everyone who loves the Father 
loves whoever has been born of him. 2 By 
this we know that we love the children of 
God, when we love God and obey his 
commandments.”



Love God’s ragdolls.

i. Our love for others directly relates to 
our love for God (v. 1-2a).

ii. Love depends on God.
iii.We love because God loved.
iv.Love is … (1 Cor 13:4-7).



God’s commands help us love one another.

i. Be devoted to one another (Romans 12:10). 
ii. Forgive one another (Eph 4:2, 32; Col 3:13). 
iii. Speak the truth in love (Ephesians 4:15, 25). 
iv. Teach one another (Colossians 3:16). 
v. Comfort one another (1 Thessalonians 4:18). 
vi. Encourage one another (1 Thessalonians 5:11). 
vii.Stir up one another to good works (Heb 10:24). 
viii.Show hospitality to one another (1 Peter 4:9). 
ix. Pray for one another (James 5:16). 



3. Obey God (vv. 2-3).

“2 By this we know that we love the children of 
God, when we love God and obey his 
commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, 
that we keep his commandments. And his 
commandments are not burdensome.”



Commandments are not a burden (v. 3).

“I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of 
God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 
and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.” (Rom 12:1-2).



God’s commandments are a blessing (v. 2).

i. God’s instruction combats wickedness (Ps 1:1-2).
ii. Obeying God leads to satisfaction in life (Ps. 37:4).
iii. God’s commands make us happy (Ps 112:1).
iv. God’s decrees are like riches (Ps 119:14).
v. God’s decrees counsel us (Ps 119:24).
vi. God’s law makes us compassionate (Ps 119:77).
vii. God’s law protects us from trouble (Ps 119:143).



These three keep us from obeying God:

i. The world (1Jn 2:15-17).
ii. The devil (1Jn 2:18-22; 4:1-5).
iii. The flesh (1Jn 1:8-10).



4. Live by faith (vv. 4-5).

“4 For everyone who has been born of God 
overcomes the world. And this is the victory 
that has overcome the world—our faith. 5 Who 
is it that overcomes the world except the one 
who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?”



Faith is choosing to live as 
though the Bible is true 
regardless of circumstances, 
emotions or cultural trends.



Only believers overcome the 
world. Believe in Jesus today and 
overcome the world.


