
There’s power in God’s love!
(1 John 4:13-21)



Big Idea: God loved us first and his love 
changes our lives; so, we reflect God’s love 
in the world, that they might know him 
too.



13 By this we know that we abide in him and he 
in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 
14 And we have seen and testify that the Father 
has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 
15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of 
God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16 So we 
have come to know and to believe the love that 
God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides 
in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 



17 By this is love perfected with us, so that we 
may have confidence for the day of judgment, 
because as he is so also are we in this world. 
18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts 
out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, 
and whoever fears has not been perfected in 
love. 



19 We love because he first loved us. 20 If anyone 
says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a 
liar; for he who does not love his brother whom 
he has seen cannot love God whom he has not 
seen. 21 And this commandment we have from 
him: whoever loves God must also love his 
brother.



Big Idea: God loved us first and his love 
changes our lives; so, we reflect God’s love 
in the world, that they might know him 
too.



There’s power in love (1Jn 4:13-21).

1. Power to know we’re saved (4:13-16).
2. Power to live confidently (4:17-18).
3. Power to reflect God’s love (4:19-21).



1. We know we’re saved (vv. 13-16).
13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in 
us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we 
have seen and testify that the Father has sent his 
Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 Whoever 
confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides
in him, and he in God. 16 So we have come to know 
and to believe the love that God has for us. God is 
love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, 
and God abides in him. 



The Father has sent his Son to:
i. Reveal the word of life (1:1).
ii. Bring eternal life (1:2).
iii. Cleanse us from all sin (1:7).
iv. Be our advocate (2:1).
v. Propitiate our sins (2:2; 4:10).
vi. Gives us an example to follow (2:6).
vii. Make us born again (2:29).
viii.Take away our sin (3:5).
ix. Destroy the work of the Devil (3:8).
x. Give us life (4:9).



3 reason we know we abide in him.

i. We experience the Spirit’s presence (v. 13).
ii. The reality of our confession (vv. 14-15).
iii.Our belief in God’s love for us (v. 16).



Do you know and believe the love 
that God has for you?



2. Power to live confidently.

17 By this is love perfected with us, so that we may 
have confidence for the day of judgment, because 
as he is so also are we in this world. 18 There is no 
fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear
has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has 
not been perfected in love.



Fear not!

i. We have confidence in judgement (v. 17).
ii. Jesus saved us (v. 18)
iii. We have the Spirit (2 Tim 1:6-7).
iv. God adopted us (Rom 8:15).
v. God shields us (Gen 15:1).
vi. God conquers our enemies (Ex 14:13).
vii. God never leaves us (Josh 1:9; Heb 13:6).



Learn truth to combat fear.
i. We have come to know him (1Jn 2:3).

ii. We are God’s children (1Jn 3:1).

iii. We have passed from death to life (1Jn 3:14).

iv. We belong to the truth (1Jn 3:24).

v. We have the Spirit of God (1Jn 4:2).

vi. We love God’s children (1Jn 5:2).

vii.We have eternal life (1Jn 5:13).



3. Power to reflect God’s love (4:19-21).

19 We love because he first loved us. 20 If anyone 
says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a 
liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he 
has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 
21 And this commandment we have from him: 
whoever loves God must also love his brother.



Reflect God’s love (vv. 19-21)

i. Because he first loved us (v. 19; Rom 5:8).
ii. It’s impossible to love God and hate his 

children (v. 20; 1 Cor 12:14-20; Rev 19:7-9).
iii. Love to obey God (v. 21; 1 Cor 13:4-7).



The power of God’s love is shown 
perfectly at the cross (Mt 26:26-29).


