
Know God and make him known! 
(1 John 4:7-12)



Big Idea: God loved us so that we might 
know him; therefore, we share that love
with the world that they might know him.



7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love 
is from God, and whoever loves has been 
born of God and knows God. 8 Anyone 
who does not love does not know God, 
because God is love. 9 In this the love of 
God was made manifest among us, that 
God sent his only Son into the world, so 
that we might live through him.



10 In this is love, not that we have loved 
God but that he loved us and sent his Son 
to be the propitiation for our sins. 
11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also 
ought to love one another. 12 No one has 
ever seen God; if we love one another, 
God abides in us and his love is perfected 
in us.



Big Idea: God loved us so that we might 
know him; therefore, we share that love 
with the world that they might know him.



Know God and make him known.

1. God is the source of love (4:7-8).

2. God chose to love us (4:9-10).

3. We love others to make God known to 
the world (4:11-12).



1.God is the source of love (4:7-8).

7 Beloved, let us love one another, for 
love is from God, and whoever loves has 
been born of God and knows God. 
8 Anyone who does not love does not 
know God, because God is love.



God is love … and so much more.

i. God is holy (Isa 6:3).

ii. God is righteous (Dan 9:14).

iii.God is just (Rom 3:26).

iv.God is merciful, gracious (Exo 34:6-7).



God is the source of love (vv. 7-8).

i. Love flows from God (v. 7a).

ii. God is love (v. 8b).

iii.Our decision to love proves our 
relationship with God (v. 7b-8a).



Love one another (v. 7).

i. Love results in forgiveness (1Pt 4:8).

ii. Use your gifts in with love (1Co 13:1f).

iii.Bear with one another in love (Eph 4:2).



2. God chose to love us (4:9-10).

9 In this the love of God was made manifest 
among us, that God sent his only Son into 
the world, so that we might live through 
him. 10 In this is love, not that we have 
loved God but that he loved us and sent his 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 



Jesus is the expression of God’s love (v. 9).

i. Jesus made manifest among us (Jn 1:1-18)

ii. God sent Jesus into the world (Jn 3:16).

iii. Jesus offers life (Jn 3:17).

iv. All who trust Jesus will be saved (Rom 
10:13).



God loved us, when we didn’t love him (v. 10).

i. None seek God (Rom 3:10-11).
ii. We all need God (Rom 3:23).
iii. Jesus died for us while we were sinners 

(Rom 5:8).
iv. All who trust Jesus will be saved (Rom 

10:13).



Jesus’ death protects us from death (v. 10).

i. Sinners earn death (Gen 2:17; Rom 5:12, 6:23).

ii. Jesus provides propitiation (Heb 2:17).

iii. God put Jesus forward as a propitiation, to be 
received by faith (Rom 3:25).



3. We love others to make God known (4:11-12).

11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought 
to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen 
God; if we love one another, God abides in us
and his love is perfected in us.



Make him known!
i. Loving one another is a believer’s duty (v. 11).

ii. Gospel proclamation is the pinnacle of love (vv. 9-10).

iii. God made us ambassadors (v. 12a; 2 Cor 5:17-21).

iv. When we love, the world sees God (v. 12; Jn 1:18, 
20:21).

v. Everyone who trusts Jesus will be saved (Rom 10:13).



How then will they call on him in whom they have 
not believed? 

And how are they to believe in him of whom they 
have never heard? 

And how are they to hear without someone 
preaching? (Rom 10:14).


