
Live securely in salvation.
(1 John 3:18-24)



Big Idea: God wants me to be 
spiritually secure; so, we take biblical 
steps to strengthen our security.



18 Little children, let us not love in word or talk 
but in deed and in truth. 19 By this we shall know 
that we are of the truth and reassure our heart 
before him; 20 for whenever our heart condemns 
us, God is greater than our heart, and he knows 
everything. 21 Beloved, if our heart does not 
condemn us, we have confidence before God;



22 and whatever we ask we receive from him, 
because we keep his commandments and do 
what pleases him. 23 And this is his 
commandment, that we believe in the name of 
his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as 
he has commanded us. 24 Whoever keeps his 
commandments abides in God, and God in him. 
And by this we know that he abides in us, by the 
Spirit whom he has given us.



Big Idea: God wants me to be 
spiritually secure; so, we take biblical
steps to strengthen our security.



Live securely in salvation.

1. Love others (vv. 18-19).
2. Trust God, he knows (v. 20).
3. Look to answered prayer (vv. 21-22).
4. Obey his commandments (v. 23)
5. Listen to his Spirit (v. 24).



1. Love others (vv. 18-19).
18 Little children, let us not love in word or talk 
but in deed and in truth. 19 By this we shall 
know that we are of the truth and reassure our 
heart before him;



Know you’re saved

i. This knowledge is experiential and increases 
through experience.

ii. There will be a time when your heart needs 
reassurance.

iii. Loving others reassures us.



2. Trust God, he knows best (v. 20).

20 for whenever our heart condemns us, 
God is greater than our heart, and he 
knows everything.



Godly people can feel self-condemned.

i. Job (Job 30:16-20).

ii. Elijah (1Kng 19:4).

iii. David (Ps 6:5-7; 1Sam 13:14).

iv. Heman son of Korah (Ps 88:5-7).

v. Jeremiah (Lam 2:10).



Trust God because: 

i. Sometimes our hearts can trick us (Jer 17:9).

ii. God is greater than our hearts (v. 20a).

iii. God knows everything (v. 20b).

iv. In Christ there is no condemnation (Rom 8:1).

v. God knows us better than we know us (Jn 21:17).

vi. God knows our intentions (1 Cor 4:3).



3. Look to answered prayer (vv. 21-22).

21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, 
we have confidence before God; 22 and 
whatever we ask we receive from him, because 
we keep his commandments and do what 
pleases him. 



Look to answered prayer.
i. Beloved, if our heart does not 

condemn us, we have confidence 
before God;

ii. whatever we ask we receive from him, 
iii. because we keep his commandments 

and do what pleases him. (v. 22b; 
James 4:



4. Obey his commandments (v. 23).
23 And this is his commandment, that we 
believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and 
love one another, just as he has commanded 
us. 



Obedience strengthens our faith.

i. Believe: his Son Jesus Christ.
ii. Love one another.



5. Listen to his Spirit (v. 24).
24 Whoever keeps his commandments abides in 
God, and God in him. And by this we know that 
he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has 
given us.



Listen to his Spirit.

i. Obedience is spiritual (v. 24).

ii. Spirit helps us know God (Gal 4:6; v. 24).

iii. Spirit bears witness with our spirit (Rom 8:16).

iv. Spirit helps us (Jn 14:26, 15:26, 16:13-14).

v. Listen to God’s Spirit talking to your spirit. 



What step do you need to take today 
to strengthen your spiritual security?


