
Love like Jesus!
(1 John 3:11-18)



Big Idea: Jesus is our example of love; 
so, we love in deed and in truth.



11 For this is the message that you have heard 
from the beginning, that we should love one 
another. 12 We should not be like Cain, who was 
of the evil one and murdered his brother. And 
why did he murder him? Because his own deeds 
were evil and his brother's righteous. 13 Do not 
be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you. 
14 We know that we have passed out of death 
into life, because we love the brothers. 
Whoever does not love abides in death.



15 Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, 
and you know that no murderer has eternal life 
abiding in him. 16 By this we know love, that he 
laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay 
down our lives for the brothers. 17 But if anyone 
has the world's goods and sees his brother in 
need, yet closes his heart against him, how does 
God's love abide in him? 18 Little children, let us 
not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 
(1Jo 3:12-18 ESV)



Big Idea: Jesus is our example of love; 
so, we love in deed and in truth.



Love Like Jesus.
1. Love: the heart of the gospel (vv. 11-13).
2. Love proves salvation (vv. 14-15).
3. Love sacrificially (v. 16).
4. Love generously (vv. 17-18).



1. Love: the heart of the gospel (vv. 11-13).

“11 For this is the message that you have 
heard from the beginning, that we should 
love one another.”



Love is critical for a believer.
i. God so loved the world (Jn 3:16).

ii. God loved us first (1 Jn 4:10; Jn 13:34).

iii. Love is the Greatest Commandment (Mt 22:37-40).

iv. Love fulfills the law (Rom 13:8).

v. Love leads to service (Gal 5:13).

vi. Love gives us patience and gentleness (Eph 4:1-2).

vii.We help one another love better and live better (Heb 
10:24).



The world doesn’t love like Jesus.
12 We should not be like Cain, who was of the evil 
one and murdered his brother. And why did he 
murder him? Because his own deeds were evil and 
his brother's righteous. 13 Do not be surprised, 
brothers, that the world hates you.



Love makes us standout in the world.

i. Let the world see your love (Mt 5:14-16).

ii. Shine the gospel in the world (Phil 2:15-16).

iii.Our love should let the world know we’re
Christians (John 13:35).

iv. Love matters out there, not just in here.



2. Love proves salvation (vv. 14-15).
14 We know that we have passed out of 
death into life, because we love the 
brothers. Whoever does not love 
abides in death. 15 Everyone who hates 
his brother is a murderer, and you 
know that no murderer has eternal life 
abiding in him. 



We know, because we love.
i. We don’t earn salvation with love; we love 

because we’re saved.
ii. We love the world, but especially our family 

(cf. Gal 6:10).
iii. Those who hate demonstrate their lack of

salvation (v. 14; cf. Eph 2:1-3; Mt 5:21-23).
iv. Evaluate your life and gain confidence of your 

salvation.



3. Love sacrificially (v. 16).
16 By this we know love, that he laid 
down his life for us, and we ought to lay 
down our lives for the brothers.



Love sacrificially.
i. Being a doormat is not love.
ii. Letting someone take advantage of you is not love.
iii. Constantly neglecting self-care for others is not love.
iv. Willing sacrifice demonstrates love (Mt 16:24).
v. Choose to put another’s needs before yours to show 

them love (Phil 2:3-4).



4. Love generously (vv. 17-18).
17 But if anyone has the world's goods and 
sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart 
against him, how does God's love abide in 
him? 18 Little children, let us not love in word 
or talk but in deed and in truth.



Love so that people can see it.

i. Talk is cheap (v. 18).

ii. Deeds demonstrate love (v. 17).

iii. Generosity reveals our heart (v. 17).



Greater love has no one than this, that 
someone lay down his life for his 
friends (Joh 15:13; cf. 1 Cor 11:23-26).


