
Changed by God.
(1 John 3:4-10)



Big Idea: Christians are changed by 
God; therefore, my life brings me  
confidence in my salvation.



4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning 
also practices lawlessness; sin is 
lawlessness. 5 You know that he appeared 
in order to take away sins, and in him 
there is no sin. 6 No one who abides in him 
keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on 
sinning has either seen him or known him. 



7 Little children, let no one deceive you. 
Whoever practices righteousness is 
righteous, as he is righteous. 8 Whoever 
makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, 
for the devil has been sinning from the 
beginning. The reason the Son of God 
appeared was to destroy the works of the 
devil. 



9 No one born of God makes a practice of 
sinning, for God's seed abides in him; and 
he cannot keep on sinning, because he has 
been born of God. 10 By this it is evident 
who are the children of God, and who are 
the children of the devil: whoever does not 
practice righteousness is not of God, nor is 
the one who does not love his brother.



Big Idea: Christians are changed by 
God; therefore, my life brings me  
confidence in my salvation.



Changed by God.

1. False teacher tactics.
2. Understand Sin (vv. 4-7).
3. Christians cannot live in sin (vv. 8-10).
4. Forward looking insights about sin.



1. False teacher tactics.

i. False teachers disconnected Christ and 
his flesh (1Jn 4:2).

ii. The false teachers also disconnected 
people from their spirit (1Jn 3:7).

iii. False teachers didn’t teach purification 
(1Jn 3:3).



2. Understand Sin (vv. 4-7).
“4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also 
practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You 
know that he appeared in order to take away 
sins, and in him there is no sin. 6 No one who 
abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who 
keeps on sinning has either seen him or known 
him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. 
Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as 
he is righteous.”



Sin is lawlessness (v. 4).

i. Sin is lawlessness – not breaking the law, 
but a complete disregard for the law.

ii. God’s wrath follows sin (Rom 2:5). 
iii.All have practiced sin (Rom 3:9-10; 23).
iv.All deserve God’s wrath (Rom 6:23).



Christ conquers sin (v. 5).
i. God is in control, not sin (v. 5).
ii. Jesus takes away sin, permanently (Heb 

10:11-14).
iii.No guilt in sin (1Jn 1:9; 2:1).
iv.No wrath/punishment (1Th 5:9).
v. As God’s children, we’re also conquers 

(Rom 8:26-37).



Christians don’t live in sin (v. 6).

i. Christians do not abide in sin (v. 6a).
ii. People practicing sin do not know 

Christ (v. 6b).
iii. A believer may fall into sin, but he 

won’t walk in it.” (v. 6).



Christians practice righteousness (v. 7).

i. Deceivers are out there (v. 7) – ‘you’re not 
good enough’ or ‘God could never love you’ 
or ‘God doesn’t care about your behavior’

ii. Whoever practices righteousness is 
righteous, as he is righteous. (v. 7b).



3. Sin is serious (vv. 8-10).
8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the 
devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the 
Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 
9 No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's 
seed abides in him; and he cannot keep on sinning, because 
he has been born of God. 10 By this it is evident who are the 
children of God, and who are the children of the devil: 
whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is 
the one who does not love his brother.



Christians cannot live in sin (v. 8).

i. Sin comes from the devil (v. 8a; Jn 8:44; 10:10).

ii. Christ appeared to destroy the devil’s work (v. 
8b).

iii. Christians struggle with sin (v. 9; cf Rom 7:14f).

iv. Believers desire righteousness and love (v. 10).



4. Forward looking insights about sin.

i. We, Christ in us, can overcome sin (vv. 5; 8).

ii. God gives us the freedom to fail and the 
hope to fight (vv. 6-7; 9).

iii.Christ gives us a purpose for living – trust 
Jesus, love people (v. 10).



Have you been changed by God? 
Does your life bring you confidence 
of your salvation?


