
I am a child of God
(1 John 2:28-3:10)



Big Idea: I am a child of God; 
therefore, I will work to live like one.



28 And now, little children, abide in him, so 
that when he appears we may have 
confidence and not shrink from him in shame 
at his coming. 29 If you know that he is 
righteous, you may be sure that everyone who 
practices righteousness has been born of him. 
3 See what kind of love the Father has given to 
us, that we should be called children of God; 
and so we are. 



The reason why the world does not know us is 
that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we are 
God's children now, and what we will be has 
not yet appeared; but we know that when he 
appears we shall be like him, because we shall 
see him as he is. 3 And everyone who thus 
hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 



Big Idea: I am a child of God; 
therefore, I will work to live like one.



Live like a child of God
1. Live confidently (1 John 2:28-29).
2. Behold the Father’s love (3:1).
3. Overcome sin in your life (vv. 2-3).



1. Live confidently (vv. 2:28-29).
28 And now, little children, abide in him, so 
that when he appears we may have 
confidence and not shrink from him in shame 
at his coming. 29 If you know that he is 
righteous, you may be sure that everyone 
who practices righteousness has been born 
of him. 



Abide in Christ ...

i. Because he’s coming back (Rev 19:11).

ii. So that we’re not ashamed (Mt 25:21f).

iii.And have confidence before God (Heb 4:16).

iv. Because we’re his family (Jn 1:12).



We are his Children: 
i. God is our loving father (1Jn 3:1).
ii. God takes care of our needs (Mt 6:32).
iii. God gives good gifts (Mt 7:11).
iv. The Spirit leads us (Rom 8:14).
v. God disciplines (disciples) us (Heb 12:5-6).
vi. We have one BIG family (Mt 12:50).



As Children of God we: 

i. Imitate God (Eph 5:1).

ii. Let your life bring God glory (Mt 5:16).

iii.Represent our Father to the World (Jn 1:18; 
20:21).

iv. Yield to his work in us (Rom 8.:29, 12:1-2)



2. Behold his love (v. 3:1).

“See what kind of love the Father has given to 
us, that we should be called children of God; 
and so we are. The reason why the world does 
not know us is that it did not know him.”



Behold his love.

i. God’s love is “given” not purchased.
ii. Permanent and abiding.
iii. Grants us a title: “called children of God.”
iv. A reality: “and so we are.”
v. He purposes to make us his children.
vi. God’s love makes us strangers in the world.



We are strangers in this world.

i. The world doesn’t understand (1 Cor 1:18; 2 Cor 
4:4; Jn 15:18).

ii. We need one another (1Pt 5:8; 1 Cor 12:12f).

iii. God protects us in the world (Jn 10:29; 17:15).



3. Christ helps us overcome (vv. 3:2-3).

“2 Beloved, we are God's children now, and what 
we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that 
when he appears we shall be like him, because we 
shall see him as he is. 3 And everyone who thus 
hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.



We’re not home yet.

i. We’re not perfect yet (v. 2a; cf. Phil 1:6).

ii. One day we will be perfect (v. 2b; Phil 3:21).

iii.We work on us as he works in us (v. 3).



There’s no excuse for sin.

i. Own it (1Jn vv. 1:8-10).

ii. Confess it (vv. 1:8-10).

iii. Receive forgiveness (1Jn 1:8-10).

iv. Work to do better (v. 3).



Overcome sin, with God’s help.

i. It’s my responsibility to purify me (v. 3).

ii. Realize God (not sin) is in control (v. 4).

iii.Talk to Jesus, he understand (Heb 2:18; 4:15).

iv.Remember, Jesus came to set us free (Rom 6:7).

v. Make a plan to stop the sin (1 Cor 10:13). 



What needs to change in your life to 
make you more like Jesus?


