
Live the Victorious Life.
(1 John 2:12-17)



Big Idea: The world is passing away, 
but God lasts forever; so, choose to 
live God’s way.



12 I am writing to you, little children, 
because your sins are forgiven for his 
name’s sake.

13 I am writing to you, fathers, 
because you know him who is from the 
beginning. 

I am writing to you, young men, 
because you have overcome the evil one. 



I write to you, children, 
because you know the Father. 

14 I write to you, fathers, 
because you know him who is from the 
beginning. 

I write to you, young men, 
because you are strong, 
and the word of God abides in you, 
and you have overcome the evil one.



15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. 
If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is 
not in him. 16 For all that is in the world-- the 
desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes 
and pride of life-- is not from the Father but is 
from the world. 17 And the world is passing away 
along with its desires, but whoever does the will 
of God abides forever. 



Big Idea: The world is passing away, 
but God lasts forever; so, choose to 
live God’s way.



You have victory, in Christ.
1. Church family matters (vv. 12-14).
2. God wants you to win (vv. 12-14).
3. The world wants you to lose (vv. 15-16).
4. Choose to trust God and win (v. 17).



1. Church Family matters (vv. 12-14).

“I am writing to you, little children … 
fathers … young men … children … 
fathers … young men.”



We are the family, in Christ.

i. John writes to family/church (vv. 2:1, 28; 
3:7, 18; 4:1 5:21).

ii. God makes us sons (Eph 1:5).

iii. Jesus calls us family (Mt 12:49-50).

iv. We’re co-heirs with Christ (Rom 8:12-17).



Family helps us become victorious! 

i. Family is family forever (1Jn 2:12-14; 
Eph 2:8-9).

ii. Love your brothers (1Jn 2:7-11).

iii. Treat each other like family (1Ti 5:1-2).

iv. Support your family (Rom 12:9-13).



2. God wants you to win (vv. 12-14).
“your sins are forgiven for his name's sake …

you know him who is from the beginning …

you have overcome the evil one …

you know the Father …

you know him who is from the beginning …

you are strong … 

the word of God abides in you …

you have overcome the evil one.”



2. God wants you to win (vv. 12-14).

i. Live as a forgiven(ing) person (Col 3:13-14).

ii. Trust/improve your knowledge of God.

iii. You are strong enough (2Co 11:30; 12:9).

iv. Meditate on the word of God (Jos 1:8; Ps 1:2).

v. Overcome the evil one (Eph 6:10f; 1Pt 5:6-11).



3. The world wants you to lose (vv. 15-16).

15 Do not love the world or the things in the 
world. If anyone loves the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the 
world-- the desires of the flesh and the desires 
of the eyes and pride of life-- is not from the 
Father but is from the world.



Which world is against God?

i. The world declares God’s glory (Ps 19:1).

ii. We should enjoy the world (Ecc 5:18-20).

iii. God loves the world (Jn 3:16; Rom 5:8)

iv. But the world’s system is against God 
(1Jn 4:3-5; Jn 16:11).



The world wants us to lose. 

i. We demonstrate love through behavior.

ii. We cannot love the World and God (v. 
15b; Mt 6:24).

iii. The world seeks to pull us away from God 
(1Jn 2:16).



The world will tempt us.

i. Watch out for the desires of the flesh 
(Gen 3:6; Mt 4:2-3).

ii. Beware of the desires of the eyes (Gen 
3:6; Mt 4:8-9).

iii. Recognize pride before you fall (Gen 3:6; 
Mt 4:5-6).



4. Choose to trust God (v. 17).

17 And the world is passing away along 
with its desires, but whoever does the 
will of God abides forever.



Choose to trust God.

i. Learn God’s Word (Ps 119:11).

ii. Stay close to the flock (1Pt 5:8).

iii. Love your brothers (1Jn 2:7-11).

iv. Obey God (1Jn 2:17).



The world will never satisfy; so, 
choose to live God’s way and find 
eternal victory.


