
Know that you know him.
(keep his commands)

(1 John 2:3-11)



Big Idea: Real faith leaves evidence; so, 
evaluate the evidence and know that 
you know God.



3 And by this we know that we have come to 
know him, if we keep his commandments. 4

Whoever says "I know him" but does not keep 
his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not 
in him, 5 but whoever keeps his word, in him 
truly the love of God is perfected. By this we 
may know that we are in him: 6 whoever says he 
abides in him ought to walk in the same way in 
which he walked. 



7 Beloved, I am writing you no new 
commandment, but an old commandment that 
you had from the beginning. The old 
commandment is the word that you have heard. 
8 At the same time, it is a new commandment 
that I am writing to you, which is true in him 
and in you, because the darkness is passing 
away and the true light is already shining.



9 Whoever says he is in the light and hates his 
brother is still in darkness. 10 Whoever loves his 
brother abides in the light, and in him there is 
no cause for stumbling. 11 But whoever hates his 
brother is in the darkness and walks in the 
darkness, and does not know where he is going, 
because the darkness has blinded his eyes.



Big Idea: Real faith leaves evidence; so, 
evaluate the evidence and know that 
you know God.



We know that we know God.

1. Keep God’s commands (v. 3).
2. Talk is cheap, do something (v. 4-5a).
3. Walk like Jesus (vv. 5b-6).
4. Love your brother (vv. 7-11).



1. Keep God’s commands (v. 3).
3 And by this we know that we have come to 
know him, if we keep his commandments.



Keep God’s commands

i. Not perfection (1Jn 1:8-10).
ii. Obedience is a result, not a condition 

of salvation (Rom 5:8).



2. Talk is cheap, do something (vv. 4-5a).

4 Whoever says "I know him" but does not 
keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth 
is not in him, 5 but whoever keeps his word, in 
him truly the love of God is perfected.



Talk is cheap.

i. Whoever says … (v. 4).
ii. Whoever keeps … (v. 5; James 2:14f).
iii. Obedience is for our good (Mt 7:24-27).
iv. Not doing is self-deception (James 1:22-25).



Watch out for self-deception.

A. Do you practice the Word? (vv. 4-5; Jam 1:22).

B. Do you treat the Word as valid? (v. 3; 2Ti 3:16).

C. Does the Word change you? (v. 5; 2 Cor 5:17). 

D. Is your exposure to the Word attentive, continual, humble?



3. Walk like Jesus (vv. 5b-6).

By this we may know that we are in him: 6

whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in 
the same way in which he walked.



Live like Jesus.

i. Live contently (Phil 4:11-13).

ii. Be kind (Eph 4:32).

iii. Offer forgiveness (Mark 11:25).

iv. Care for others (1Pt 5:6).

v. Love your brother (vv. 7-11).



4. Love your brother (vv. 7-11).
7 Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but an old 
commandment that you had from the beginning. The old 
commandment is the word that you have heard. 8 At the same 
time, it is a new commandment that I am writing to you, which is 
true in him and in you, because the darkness is passing away and 
the true light is already shining.

9 Whoever says he is in the light and hates his brother is still in 
darkness. 10 Whoever loves his brother abides in the light, and in 
him there is no cause for stumbling. 11 But whoever hates his 
brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not 
know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.



Love fulfills the law (7-8).

i. An old commandment (v. 7; Lev 19:18)

ii. The great commandment (Matt 22:36-38).

iii. The summary commandment (Rom 13:8-10).

iv. A new commandment (v. 8; John 13:34-35).



Abide in the Light (9-11). 
i. Live in continual submission to God and his Word.

ii. A lifestyle of loving others.

iii. No cause for stumbling.

iv. Darkness blinds us.



Does your faith leave evidence?


