
Enjoy the moment!
(The vanity of chasing wisdom & wealth)

Ecclesiastes 1:12-2:26



Vanity of Vanities … NOT fatalism.



Big Idea: Trying to enjoy the thing without 
knowing the giver of the thing is futile; so 
we seek God first and enjoy his provision.



12 I the Preacher have been king over Israel in 
Jerusalem. 13 And I applied my heart to seek 
and to search out by wisdom all that is done 
under heaven. It is an unhappy business that 
God has given to the children of man to be 
busy with. 14 I have seen everything that is 
done under the sun, and behold, all is vanity 
and a striving after wind. 15 What is crooked 
cannot be made straight, and what is lacking 
cannot be counted.



16 I said in my heart, "I have acquired great 
wisdom, surpassing all who were over 
Jerusalem before me, and my heart has had 
great experience of wisdom and knowledge." 
17 And I applied my heart to know wisdom and 
to know madness and folly. I perceived that 
this also is but a striving after wind. 18 For in 
much wisdom is much vexation, and he who 
increases knowledge increases sorrow.



Big Idea: Trying to enjoy the thing without 
knowing the giver of the thing is futile; so 
we seek God first and enjoy his provision.



Enjoy the moment!
1.Stop trying to herd the wind (vv. 12-18).

2.More money more problems (2:1-12).

3.In much wisdom is much vexation (2:12-17).

4.Workaholics are not happier (2:18-23).

5.Seek God first and enjoy life (2:24-26).



1.  Stop trying to herd the wind (1:12-18).

13 And I applied my heart to seek and to search out by 
wisdom all that is done under heaven. It is an unhappy 
business that God has given to the children of man to be 
busy with. 14 I have seen everything that is done under the 
sun, and behold, all is vanity and a striving after wind … 17

And I applied my heart to know wisdom and to know 
madness and folly. I perceived that this also is but a striving 
after wind. 18 For in much wisdom is much vexation, and he 
who increases knowledge increases sorrow.



Stop trying to herd the wind (1:12-18).

i. Spending your life searching for fun isn’t fun (12-13).
ii. Seeking meaning apart from God is wind herding (14).
iii.God made the world this way (15).
iv.Without God it’s all nonstop, confusing, and doesn’t 

last (16-18).
v. Seek God first (cf. Mt 6:33).



2. Money can’t buy happiness (2:1-12).

I said in my heart, "Come now, I will test you with pleasure; 
enjoy yourself." But behold, this also was vanity … 3 I searched 
with my heart  …. 4 I made great works … 7 I bought … I had 
also great possessions … I became great and surpassed all who 
were before me in Jerusalem … I kept my heart from no 
pleasure … 11 Then I considered all that my hands had done 
and the toil I had expended in doing it, and behold, all was 
vanity and a striving after wind, and there was nothing to be 
gained under the sun. 



What might we add to the make-me-happy list?

i. Wine (2:3).
ii. Possessions (2:4-8a).
iii.Art (2:8b).
iv.Intimacy (2:8c).



The results of seeking pleasure …

i. I became great (2:9).
ii. He enjoyed the pleasure … for a time (2:10).
iii.He discovered; without God it is impossible 

to find lasting pleasure (2:11).
iv.God gives good gifts; enjoy them today

(James 1:17).



3. In much wisdom is much vexation (2:12-17).

13 Then I saw that there is more gain in wisdom than in 
folly, as there is more gain in light than in darkness … 
Then I said in my heart, "What happens to the fool will 
happen to me also. Why then have I been so very 
wise?" And I said in my heart that this also is vanity … 
How the wise dies just like the fool! 17 So I hated life, 
because what is done under the sun was grievous to 
me, for all is vanity and a striving after wind. 



“I feel I am still making some progress. I am 
beginning to get to know how to paint. It has taken 
me fifty years of work to get this far – and there’s 
still more to do…”

-- Renoir, a few months before his death.



Knowing more won’t make us happy.

i. Both the wise and the fools end up in the same 
place (2:14c-15).

ii. No enduring remembrance exists of the wise or of 
fools (2:16).

iii. Wisdom doesn’t solve your problems (2:17)
iv. Seeking to enjoy wisdom without the giver of 

wisdom is futile.



4. Workaholics are not happier (2:18-23).

18 I hated all my toil in which I toil under the sun, seeing that 
I must leave it to the man who will come after me, 19 and 
who knows whether he will be wise or a fool? Yet he will be 
master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under 
the sun. This also is vanity … What has a man from all the toil 
and striving of heart with which he toils beneath the sun? 23

For all his days are full of sorrow, and his work is a vexation. 
Even in the night his heart does not rest. This also is vanity.



We cannot work our way to happiness.

i.Love or hate your job, someone else will do it after 
you. Work is not eternal (2:18-19).

ii.Work causes pain in the day (2:23a).
iii.Work keeps us from sleeping at night (2:23b).
iv.It’s vanity to attempt to enjoy work without the one 
who gave us work.



5. Seek God first and enjoy life (2:24-26).

24 There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat 
and drink and find enjoyment in his toil. This also, I saw, is 
from the hand of God, 25 for apart from [GOD] who can eat or 
who can have enjoyment? 26 For to the one who pleases him 
God has given wisdom and knowledge and joy, but to the 
sinner he has given the business of gathering and collecting, 
only to give to one who pleases God. This also is vanity and a 
striving after wind (Ecc 2:24-1 ESV).



Seek God first and enjoy life.

i. Let the peace of God rule in your hearts (Col 3:15).
ii. Listen to what Christ, not self, says (Col 3:16). 
iii.Work for Jesus (Col 3:17).
iv. In all things practice gratitude.


