


Darkness sets the stage for hope.

• Israel is estranged from God, living in 
darkness (Isa 1:4-5; cf. Gen 3).

• Isaiah finally sees his own darkness (Isa 
6:1-8).

• Ahaz rejects God (Isa 7:12).

• In the midst darkness God promises he’ll 
dwell with man (Isa 7:14) and this 
promise brings hope.



Peace arises as we look towards the King.

• Every other king fails to bring peace. 

• The King is born of a virgin (Isa 7:14).

• He is God with us, Immanuel (Mt 1:23).

• Jesus extinguishes darkness, breaks the 
oppressor’s rod, and offers peace (Isa 
9:1-7; cf Lk 2:14).



Lasting Joy arises as we focus on 
eternal hope and peace (Isa. 11).



Focus on Jesus and rejoice.

(Isa 11:1-10; cf. Rom 15:7-13)



There shall come forth a shoot from the 
stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots 
shall bear fruit. 2 And the Spirit of the LORD 
shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the Spirit of counsel 
and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the 
fear of the LORD. 3 And his delight shall be 
in the fear of the LORD. 



He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or 
decide disputes by what his ears hear, 4 but 
with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
and decide with equity for the meek of the 
earth; and he shall strike the earth with the 
rod of his mouth, and with the breath of 
his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5

Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 



6 The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and 
the leopard shall lie down with the young 
goat, and the calf and the lion and the 
fattened calf together; and a little child 
shall lead them. 7 The cow and the bear 
shall graze; their young shall lie down 
together; and the lion shall eat straw like 
the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play over 
the hole of the cobra, and the weaned 
child shall put his hand on the adder's den. 



9 They shall not hurt or destroy in all my 
holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of 
the knowledge of the LORD as the waters 
cover the sea. 10 In that day the root of 
Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the 
peoples-- of him shall the nations inquire, 
and his resting place shall be glorious



Focus on Jesus and rejoice.

1. Jesus is the promised Messiah (v. 1).
2. Jesus rules righteously (vv. 2-5).
3. Jesus restores the world (vv. 6-9).
4. Jesus saves the nations (vv. 10).



1. Jesus is the promised Messiah (v. 1).

“There shall come forth a shoot from the 
stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots 
shall bear fruit.” (v. 1; Acts 13:18-23; 1 Sam 
13:14; 2 Sam 7:12-16).





2. Jesus rules righteously (vv. 2-5).

2 And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the 
Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of 
counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the 
fear of the LORD ... 5 Righteousness shall be the belt 
of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins. (vv. 
2-5; cf. Lk 3:22).



The same Spirit empowers us.

i. Spiritual power releases joy (Rom 
15:13).

ii. Confess your sins to experience spiritual 
power (Eph 4:30).

iii. Live by faith to experience spiritual 
power (Hab 2:4; Heb 10:38; Acts 1:8).



3. Jesus redeems the world (vv. 6-9).

6 The wolf shall dwell with the lamb … 9 They 
shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy 
mountain; for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the 
sea. (vv. 6-9; cf. Rom  8:18-24; Rev 21:1-4, 22:1-
3, 16-17).



4. Jesus saves the nations (v. 10).

10 In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand 
as a signal for the peoples-- of him shall the 
nations inquire, and his resting place shall be 
glorious. (v. 10; cf. Rom 15:9 -13).



Jesus sends us to share this joy.

Matt 28:18-20; John 20:21; Acts 1:8



21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for 
he will save his people from their sins." 22 All this took place 
to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23 "Behold, 
the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his 
name Immanuel … 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were filled with great fear.  10 And the angel said to them, 
"Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that 
will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord … "Therefore
I will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name … 
Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people … Praise the Lord, all you 
Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him … The root of Jesse 
will come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will 
the Gentiles hope. (Mat 1:21-23; Luke 2:9-11; Rom 15:9-12)


