


Darkness sets the stage for hope.

• Israel is estranged from God, living in darkness 
(Isa 1:4-5; cf. Gen 3).

• Isaiah finally sees his own darkness (Isa 6:1-8).

• Ahaz rejects God (Isa 7:12).

• In the midst darkness God promises he’ll dwell 
with man (Isa 7:14) and this promise brings 
hope.

• Still, darkness remains, but we have hope.



Ahaz (and every other king) failed to 
bring peace. God promises Israel he 

will appoint the Perfect King, the one 
born of a virgin (Isa 7:14), Immanuel, 

who will bring Peace (Isa 9:1-7).



Submit to Jesus and 
find peace.

(Isa 9:1-7)



Big Idea: Jesus extinguishes darkness 
and breaks the oppressor’s rod; so, we 
submit to him and experience peace. 



But there will be no gloom for her who was 
in anguish. In the former time he brought 
into contempt the land of Zebulun and the 
land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he 
has made glorious the way of the sea, the 
land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the 
nations. 2 The people who walked in 
darkness have seen a great light; those 
who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on 
them has light shone. 



3 You have multiplied the nation; you have 
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as 
with joy at the harvest, as they are glad 
when they divide the spoil. 4 For the yoke 
of his burden, and the staff for his 
shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you 
have broken as on the day of Midian. 5 For 
every boot of the tramping warrior in 
battle tumult and every garment rolled in 
blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. 



6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder, and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the 
increase of his government and of peace 
there will be no end, on the throne of David 
and over his kingdom, to establish it and to 
uphold it with justice and with righteousness 
from this time forth and forevermore. The 
zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 



Big Idea: Jesus extinguishes darkness 
and breaks the oppressor’s rod; so, we 
submit to him and experience peace. 



Submit to Jesus and find peace.

1. God lights the way to peace (vv. 1-2).

2. Light extinguishes darkness (vv. 4-5).

3. The prince of peace is born (v. 6).

4. God guarantees the results (v. 7).



1. God lights the way to peace (vv. 1-2).

“The people who walked in darkness have 
seen a great light; those who dwelt in a 
land of deep darkness, on them has light 
shone” (Isa. 9:2).



Darkness hasn’t changed.
i. Sin results in dysfunction, dissatisfaction & 

darkness (Isa 9:1-2; Gen 3:15).

ii. Such were some of you (1 Cor 6:9-11).

iii. Works of the flesh are evident (Gal 5:19-21).

iv. Darkness leads to damnation (Rev 21:8).



God hasn’t changed.
i. Jesus is the light (Isa 9:2; cf. 7:14).

ii. Jesus brings light (John 1:1-9).

iii. Light (Matthew 4:13-17).

iv. Jesus casts the darkness out of us ().

v. Share your light with the world (Phil ?).



2. Light extinguishes darkness (vv. 3-5).

4 For the yoke of his burden, and the staff 
for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, 
you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5

For every boot of the tramping warrior in 
battle tumult and every garment rolled in 
blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. 6

For to us a child is born …”



Trust God to:

i. Break the oppressor’s Rod (v. 4; cf. 
John 8:34-36).

ii. Use evil for good (v. 5; cf. Gen 50:20, 
Rom 8:28-39, Acts 2:23).

iii. Shield us from wrath (v. 6; cf. Phil 2:5-
11; Mat 11:29-30; Rom 3:23-26).



3. The peace-bringing King is born (v. 6).

6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder, and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.



Our Lord is: 

i. Wonderful Counselor (cf. Isa 25:1, 
28:29).

ii. Mighty God (cf. Isa 10:21).

iii. Everlasting Father (cf. Isa 63:16).

iv. Prince of Peace (cf. Isa 9:7; John 14:27, 
16:33, 20:19, 21, 26).



4. God guarantees the results (v. 7).

“The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this” 



Jesus brings peace upon earth.

“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of 
great joy that will be for all the people. For unto 
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for 
you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling 
cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace among those with 
whom he is pleased!”(Lk 2:13-14)



This Christmas … trust the Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace as the Lord of 
your life and receive the gift of peace.


