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Advent is a special season in the life of the church.
While we might generally associate it with
Christmas (since the Christmas season permeates
all of December in our culture), its focus is on
anticipation and preparation for the coming
Messiah. Originally, Advent was a season of
preparation for the January feast of Epiphany at
which new believers were baptized and Jesus’
incarnation was celebrated. During this time,
Christians would spend 40 days fasting and in
prayer. During the Middle Ages, this time became
associated with Jesus’ first coming and connected
to Christmas. Once Christmas arrives, many
Christians then celebrate the 12 days of
Christmas (it’s not just a song!) until Epiphany. 

During Advent, we should consider not only how
God’s people through long ages had to patiently
await the arrival of the Messiah, but how their
waiting can inform our own waiting. You see, we
are waiting not for the arrival of the Prince of
Peace, but for a warrior on horseback who will be
“permitted to take peace from the earth … and
[will be] given a great sword.” (Revelation 6:4) We
await not a baby in a manger, but “one like a son
of man … [whose] right hand held seven stars,
[and] from [whose] mouth came a sharp two-
edged sword, and [whose] face was like the sun
shining in full strength.” (Revelation 13-16)

Advent is a wonderful counterpoint to our
culture’s commercial and social busyness.
Consider how you and your family can slow
down, meditate deeply on the first and second
comings of Jesus, and deny yourself that you
might see and love Him more clearly. To this end,
we offer these weekly devotionals, including the
week of Christmas (technically not a part of
Advent). May God be glorified as we worship him
in this special way!
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Use the following readings during your family
Bible reading times throughout the week:

SCRIPTURES

·Isaiah 9:2-7; 52:7-10; 62:6-12
·Psalm 86
·Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7
·Hebrews 1:1-12
·John 1:1-14

Learn the following hymns:

HYMNS

·O Holy Night
·Joy to the World!

Do the following activity at some point during
the week:

ACTIVITIES

·Make a Crown Craft
Jesus is the Prince of Peace who will set up his
perfect rule on David’s throne (Is. 9:6-7). Get
creative by using the things around your house to
make a crown craft (ornament, painting, cookies,
etc.). As you work, remember that Jesus is the
perfect King who we need to rule over us!

·Hold A Family Worship Service 
The following liturgy is meant to give you lots of
resources to use. Use your discretion and the time
available to determine exactly which elements and
whom to involve in the various readings or prayers.
You can find a recording of the hymns to sing along
with on most music streaming services or YouTube

CHRIST
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WEEK FIVE

DECEMBER 26 - JANUARY 1

CALL TO WORSHIP

HYMN

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

SCRIPTURE READING

ADVENT MEDITATION

APPLICATION

TIME OF PRAYER

HYMN

BENEDICTION



Call to Worship (One read:) Let us praise our Lord Jesus Christ.
(All read:) Alleluia! Jesus is coming!
(One read:) At Christmas Jesus came as a baby.
(All read:) Alleluia! Jesus is coming!
(One read:) He came to be like us because he loves us.
(All read:) Alleluia! Jesus is coming!
(One read:) He came to save us from our sin.
(All read:) Alleluia! Jesus is coming!
(One read:) He died, rose from the dead, and lives in heaven. He will come again because
he loves us.
(All read:) Alleluia! Jesus is coming!
(One read:) We praise Jesus, who came as a baby
and will come again at the end of time.
(All read:) Alleluia! Jesus is coming!

CHRIST
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Hymn Angels We Have Heard on High (page 5)

Prayer of
Confession

(One read:) O God, we live as if the light had never defeated the darkness in the world or in
us. And the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
(All read:) We confess that we ignore the Christ you sent to be among us, to be in us.
(One read:) For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but
the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you.
(All read:) We’ve kept the birth of your Son confined to the Christmas season and do not
yearn for his birth each moment in our waiting hearts.
(One read:) And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.
(All read:) Lord, you came to us in the fullness of time. Forgive us for not opening our eyes
to your coming.
(One read:) It’s time that we prepare for your coming. Let the earth ring with song. Let the
light break forth.
(All read:) Let us all rejoice in the miracle of love. Let Christ come into the fullness of our
time. Amen.
(Based on Isaiah 60:1-3)

Assurance of
Pardon

(One read:) Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior, Jesus Christ, came among us in
great humility, will sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin.

Scripture
Reading

Choose one of the readings from the week.

Advent
Meditation

One read (page 6)

Application
Questions

Page 7

Time of Prayer

Hymn Go Tell It on the Mountain (page 8)

Benediction (All read:) 
O God, you make us glad in the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son, Jesus
Christ: Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure
confidence behold him when he comes to be our Judge, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



1) Angels we have heard on high,
sweetly singing o'er the plains,
and the mountains in reply
echoing their joyous strains.

(Refrain)
Gloria --
in excelsis Deo,
Gloria --
in excelsis Deo,

2) Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
which inspire your heav'nly song?

(Refrain)
Gloria --
in excelsis Deo,
Gloria --
in excelsis Deo,

3) Come to Bethlehem and see
him whose birth the angels sing;
come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.

(Refrain)
Gloria --
in excelsis Deo,
Gloria --
in excelsis Deo,

ANGELS WE HAVE
HEARD ON HIGH
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(One read:)
 
Imagine that it’s Christmas 1909. You’re 16 and you’ve been asking your father for
your very own horse. Your final present contains a handwritten note saying, “look
in the barn.” Excitedly, you rush to the barn, but you can’t find a horse anywhere!
After giving up, you notice a bow on top of a large tarp. Underneath you find a
Ford model T automobile.

Israel spent hundreds of years waiting for God to send them a messiah, the
promised king who would once and for all deliver them from their enemies. After
Jesus’ birth, word began spreading that the Christ had arrived. They were
expected to believe that a poor, dirty, apparently illegitimate child from the po-
dunk town of Nazareth was their true champion. Can you see why it might have
been hard for many of the Jews to believe he was who he claimed to be? They
couldn’t get past the gift they were expecting to see the true nature of the gift they
were being given.

Every earthly gift will disappoint you in some way. Even if your gifts are everything
you hoped for, the excitement and satisfaction they bring quickly wears off. Your
gifts are meant to point you to the one true and lasting gift – Jesus himself. Isaiah
spoke about Jesus this way when prophesied that a son would be given to Israel.
God offers you this gift not just at Christmas, but every day. In this post-Christmas
week, let’s look for how each gift we give or receive shows us something about
what we need from or have in Jesus. Then we can understand – and hopefully
believe more fully – the lyrics of the old spiritual: “you may have all this world, give
me Jesus.”

Meditation by David Ward

ADVENT
MEDITATION
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·Were you disappointed by any of the gifts you received this year? Why?

·How can a person who has literally nothing – or worse is also suffering – truly
say that Jesus is enough?

·What does the gift of Jesus actually do for us both now and in the future?

·How do we receive the gift of Jesus? Have you received it?

APPLICATION
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GO TELL IT ON THE
MOUNTAIN

4526 S. Carothers Rd. Franklin, TN 37064
church@trinityfranklin.com
615.794.6447

(Chorus) Go, tell it on the mountain,
Over the hills and everywhere;
Go, tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born.

1) While shepherds kept their watching
O'er silent flocks by night,
Behold, throughout the heavens
There shone a holy light.

(Chorus) Go, tell it on the mountain,
Over the hills and everywhere;
Go, tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born.

2) The shepherds feared and trembled
When, lo! above the earth
Rang out the angels' chorus
That hailed the Savior's birth.

(Chorus) Go, tell it on the mountain,
Over the hills and everywhere;
Go, tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born.

3) Down in a lowly manger
The humble Christ was born,
And God sent us salvation
That blessèd Christmas morn.

(Chorus) Go, tell it on the mountain,
Over the hills and everywhere;
Go, tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born.


