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Advent is a special season in the life of the church.
While we might generally associate it with
Christmas (since the Christmas season permeates
all of December in our culture), its focus is on
anticipation and preparation for the coming
Messiah. Originally, Advent was a season of
preparation for the January feast of Epiphany at
which new believers were baptized and Jesus’
incarnation was celebrated. During this time,
Christians would spend 40 days fasting and in
prayer. During the Middle Ages, this time became
associated with Jesus’ first coming and connected
to Christmas. Once Christmas arrives, many
Christians then celebrate the 12 days of
Christmas (it’s not just a song!) until Epiphany. 

During Advent, we should consider not only how
God’s people through long ages had to patiently
await the arrival of the Messiah, but how their
waiting can inform our own waiting. You see, we
are waiting not for the arrival of the Prince of
Peace, but for a warrior on horseback who will be
“permitted to take peace from the earth … and
[will be] given a great sword.” (Revelation 6:4) We
await not a baby in a manger, but “one like a son
of man … [whose] right hand held seven stars,
[and] from [whose] mouth came a sharp two-
edged sword, and [whose] face was like the sun
shining in full strength.” (Revelation 13-16)

Advent is a wonderful counterpoint to our
culture’s commercial and social busyness.
Consider how you and your family can slow
down, meditate deeply on the first and second
comings of Jesus, and deny yourself that you
might see and love Him more clearly. To this end,
we offer these weekly devotionals, including the
week of Christmas (technically not a part of
Advent). May God be glorified as we worship him
in this special way!
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Use the following readings during your family
Bible reading times throughout the week:

SCRIPTURES

·Luke 2:8-21
·Isaiah 7:10-16
·Romans 1:1-7
·Psalm 85
·Luke 2:22-38

Learn the following hymns:

HYMNS

·O Holy Night
·Joy to the World!

Do the following activity at some point during
the week:

ACTIVITIES

·People Watching
As people busily went about their lives, Simeon and
Anna were “waiting” (Luke 2:25, 38). While others
missed the importance of baby Jesus, Simeon and
Anna were observant and noticed what God was
doing. Go to a busy place and observe the chaos of
the holiday season. While you watch people, ask
God to help you slow down so that you don’t miss
the important things in life. Most importantly, don’t
forget Jesus in the Christmas season.

·Hold A Family Worship Service 
The following liturgy is meant to give you lots of
resources to use. Use your discretion and the time
available to determine exactly which elements and
whom to involve in the various readings or prayers.
You can find a recording of the hymns to sing along
with on most music streaming services or YouTube

LOVE
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WEEK FOUR

DECEMBER 19 - DECEMBER 25
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TIME OF PRAYER

HYMN
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Call to Worship (One read:) Show us your unfailing love, O God, our Savior,
(All read:) and grant us your salvation.
(One read:) Listen to what the Lord our God says:
(All read:) He promises peace to his people, who are his beloved saints.
(One read:) The Lord will indeed give what is good.
(All read:) Righteousness goes before him and prepares the way for his steps.
(One read:) May the Lord make his holy face to shine upon us in this time of Advent
worship. May we see God’s face and so know peace.
(All read:) Amen.
(Based on Psalm 85:7-13, NIV)

LOVE
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Hymn O Holy Night (page 5)

Prayer of
Confession

(One read:)
Lord Christ, we confess our willingness to be loved but also our reluctance to love. We
confess our readiness to accept your forgiving love but also our refusal to forgive. We
confess our eagerness to grasp your offer of redeeming love but also our resistance to
follow you without question. In this Advent time, forgive us our failure to respond as we
should. Come to us anew, and by your grace, assist us to receive you with joy, as the
shepherds; with gratitude, as Simeon; with obedience, as Mary; with love, as you have
loved us.
(All read:) Amen.

Assurance of
Pardon

(One read:) The good news of this Advent season is forgiveness of sin and new life. 
Let us commit our lives to Christ’s way of hope and peace.
(All read:) Thanks be to the Advent God, who comes among us, setting us free to love and
serve.

Scripture
Reading

Choose one of the readings from the week.

Advent
Meditation

One read (page 6)

Application
Questions

Page 7

Time of Prayer

Hymn Once In Royal David's City (page 8)

Benediction (One read:) 
May the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as
we do for you, so that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before
our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
(1 Thessalonians 3:12-13)



1) O holy night! the stars are brightly shining,
It is the night of the dear Savior’s birth!
Long lay the world in sin and error pining,
Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth.
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices,
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn!

(Refrain) Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices!
O night divine, O night when Christ was born.
O night divine! O night, O night divine!

2) Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming,
With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand.
So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming,
Here came the wise men from Orient land.
The King of Kings lay thus in lowly manger,
In all our trials born to be our friend;

(Refrain) Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices!
O night divine, O night when Christ was born.
O night divine! O night, O night divine!

3) Truly He taught us to love one another;
His law is love and His gospel is peace.
Chains shall He break, for the slave is our brother
And in His name all oppression shall cease.
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we,
Let all within us praise His holy name!

(Refrain) Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices!
O night divine, O night when Christ was born.
O night divine! O night, O night divine!

O HOLY NIGHT
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(One read:)
 
How would you like to become a baby again?

You might like sleeping all day instead of going to school or work, but if you really
think about it, none of you would choose to become a baby again. Someone would
have to change you, feed you, and even help you burp! On your own, you wouldn’t
be able to get anything you might need or want, and you wouldn’t even be able to
say what you wanted because you wouldn’t know how to talk! In short, you would
be helpless.

You can’t become a baby again, but someone became a baby for you. Jesus gave
up his glory to come and be born as a baby for us. As “Hark the Herald” says, “He
lays His glory by.” Before he was born, no one could even look at Jesus because he
was so glorious, but once he was born, you couldn’t tell him apart from any other
baby. He was still truly God, but he was also truly man. He looked ordinary and his
mother needed to take care of him. He felt hunger, weakness, and even death just
like us.

If you or I became a baby we would give up a lot, but Jesus gave up more than we
can imagine. He did all of this because he loved us and because this was the only
way that our dead hearts could be born again. Your family loves you and might
give up a lot to get you a gift this year. But no one loves you more than Jesus, and
he gave up his glory to offer you the most precious gift of all, a new heart.

Meditation by Andrew Mee

ADVENT
MEDITATION
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·List some of the things that Jesus gave up when he became a human baby

·Why did Jesus give up so much? Did he get anything return?

·Are there times that you feel like a baby – weak, hungry, helpless, like no one
notices, etc.? What can you do when you feel this way?

·Is giving up things for the sake of others worth it?

APPLICATION
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ONCE IN ROYAL
DAVID'S CITY

4526 S. Carothers Rd. Franklin, TN 37064
church@trinityfranklin.com
615.794.6447

1) Once in royal David's city
stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby
in a manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ, her little child.

2) He came down to earth from heaven
who is God and Lord of all,
and his shelter was a stable,
and his cradle was a stall;
with the poor and mean and lowly,
lived on earth our Savior holy.

3) And our eyes at last shall see him,
through his own redeeming love,
for that child, so dear and gentle,
is our Lord in heav'n above,
and he leads his children on
to the place where he is gone.

4) Not in that poor, lowly stable
with the oxen standing by
we shall see him, but in heaven,
set at God's right hand on high.
Then like stars his children crowned,
all in white, his praise will sound.


