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Advent is a special season in the life of the church.
While we might generally associate it with
Christmas (since the Christmas season permeates
all of December in our culture), its focus is on
anticipation and preparation for the coming
Messiah. Originally, Advent was a season of
preparation for the January feast of Epiphany at
which new believers were baptized and Jesus’
incarnation was celebrated. During this time,
Christians would spend 40 days fasting and in
prayer. During the Middle Ages, this time became
associated with Jesus’ first coming and connected
to Christmas. Once Christmas arrives, many
Christians then celebrate the 12 days of
Christmas (it’s not just a song!) until Epiphany. 

During Advent, we should consider not only how
God’s people through long ages had to patiently
await the arrival of the Messiah, but how their
waiting can inform our own waiting. You see, we
are waiting not for the arrival of the Prince of
Peace, but for a warrior on horseback who will be
“permitted to take peace from the earth … and
[will be] given a great sword.” (Revelation 6:4) We
await not a baby in a manger, but “one like a son
of man … [whose] right hand held seven stars,
[and] from [whose] mouth came a sharp two-
edged sword, and [whose] face was like the sun
shining in full strength.” (Revelation 13-16)

Advent is a wonderful counterpoint to our
culture’s commercial and social busyness.
Consider how you and your family can slow
down, meditate deeply on the first and second
comings of Jesus, and deny yourself that you
might see and love Him more clearly. To this end,
we offer these weekly devotionals, including the
week of Christmas (technically not a part of
Advent). May God be glorified as we worship him
in this special way!
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Use the following readings during your family
Bible reading times throughout the week:

SCRIPTURES

·Luke 1:39-56
·Isaiah 11:1-10
·Romans 15:4-13
·Psalm 83
·Luke 1:57-66

Learn the following hymns:

HYMNS

·What Child Is This?
·O Come, All Ye Faithful

Do the following activity at some point during
the week:

ACTIVITIES

Plan a time this week or during the advent
season to invite someone over to your house to
celebrate the advent season. 
Bake bread, cookies, or a meal to deliver to
someone who you would like to encourage.

Celebrate Advent with Friends and Neighbors

Luke 1:39-45 & 57-58 shows us that when we
have good news, we want to share it with those we
love. Pick one of the two options below:

Hold A Family Worship Service 

The following liturgy is meant to give you lots of
resources to use. Use your discretion and the time
available to determine exactly which elements and
whom to involve in the various readings or prayers.
You can find a recording of the hymns to sing along
with on most music streaming services or YouTube

PEACE
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WEEK TWO

DECEMBER  5 - DECEMBER 11

CALL TO WORSHIP

HYMN

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

SCRIPTURE READING

ADVENT MEDITATION

APPLICATION

TIME OF PRAYER

HYMN

BENEDICTION



Call to Worship Based on Luke 1:46-50 (read responsively)
(Leader:) Our souls magnify the Lord!
(All:) Our spirits rejoice in God our Savior!
(Leader:) The mighty One has done great things for us!
(All:) Holy is God’s name!
(Leader:) Let us worship God.
(All:) For God is our Maker and our Redeemer;
from generation to generation God gives mercy.

PEACE
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Hymn What Child Is This? (page 5)

Prayer of
Confession

(All read:)
O Holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray.
Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. Amen.

Assurance of
Pardon

(Leader:)
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made
to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will
cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live
in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our
righteousness.” People of God: Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose coming we announce
in this season, is our righteousness. In Christ, we are made right with God.

(All Read:)
Thanks be to God!
(Based on Jeremiah 33:14-16, NRSV)

Scripture
Reading

Luke 1:39-56

Advent
Meditation

One read (page 6)

Application
Questions

Page 7

Time of Prayer

Hymn O Come, All Ye Faithful (page 8)

Benediction (One read:)
Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole
spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it.
(1 Thessalonians 5:23-24)



1) What Child is this, who, laid to rest,
On Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
While shepherds watch are keeping?

Chorus:
This, this is Christ, the King,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,
The Babe, the Son of Mary!

2) Why lies He in such mean estate,
Where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear: for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading. 

Chorus:
This, this is Christ, the King,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,
The Babe, the Son of Mary!

3) So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh,
Come, peasant, king to own Him.
The King of kings salvation brings;
Let loving hearts enthrone Him.

Chorus:
This, this is Christ, the King,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,
The Babe, the Son of Mary!

WHAT CHILD IS
THIS?
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(One read:)
 
Do you remember a time when something new was happening to you?
Maybe you were starting a new school or a new job. Maybe moving to a
new city or neighborhood. Do you remember all the questions racing
through your mind, or feeling anxious or uneasy?

Luke 1 tells us how Elizabeth and Mary reacted to unusual new experiences.
When Elizabeth became pregnant, she “kept herself hidden” for five months!
And when Mary heard the message of the angel, she was “greatly troubled”
and “afraid.” At the very least Mary, being pregnant and unmarried, would
have endured whispering and gossiping. Even Joseph initially thought it best
to shun her completely.

But the Bible presents Elizabeth and Mary as noble women worthy of much
praise. Elizabeth was “filled with the Holy Spirit,” and Mary’s song was filled
with Scripture. How Elizabeth’s joyful blessing must have helped to bring
peace to Mary’s heart! Elizabeth’s delight that God was working in and
through Mary brought about a powerful response. Mary’s heart turned from
being troubled to being filled with praise as she turned her focus toward
God and His great works.

Meditation by David King

ADVENT
MEDITATION

6



·It can be very easy at Christmas to be distracted by the hurry and activities or
to think mostly of yourself, but it is often a hard time for some people. How
might you speak words that bring peace? Who is someone you could
encourage this week?

·Can you relate to Elizabeth or Mary’s situations? Share a time when you felt
misunderstood, afraid about a big change in your life, or maybe a time when
you either had to “hide” or just felt like hiding from everyone.

·What did Jesus go through that might have made him feel like this? Does
Jesus have a special place in his heart for these struggles? How is this
encouraging?

APPLICATION
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1) O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold Him born the King of angels;
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

2) True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal,
Lo, He shuns not the Virgin's womb:
Son of God, begotten, not created;
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

3) Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heav'n above;
Glory to God, all glory in the highest;
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

4) Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning:
Jesus, to Thee be all glory giv'n;
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing;
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

O COME, ALL YE
FAITHFUL
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