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Advent is a special season in the life of the church.
While we might generally associate it with
Christmas (since the Christmas season permeates
all of December in our culture), its focus is on
anticipation and preparation for the coming
Messiah. Originally, Advent was a season of
preparation for the January feast of Epiphany at
which new believers were baptized and Jesus’
incarnation was celebrated. During this time,
Christians would spend 40 days fasting and in
prayer. During the Middle Ages, this time became
associated with Jesus’ first coming and connected
to Christmas. Once Christmas arrives, many
Christians then celebrate the 12 days of
Christmas (it’s not just a song!) until Epiphany. 

During Advent, we should consider not only how
God’s people through long ages had to patiently
await the arrival of the Messiah, but how their
waiting can inform our own waiting. You see, we
are waiting not for the arrival of the Prince of
Peace, but for a warrior on horseback who will be
“permitted to take peace from the earth … and
[will be] given a great sword.” (Revelation 6:4) We
await not a baby in a manger, but “one like a son
of man … [whose] right hand held seven stars,
[and] from [whose] mouth came a sharp two-
edged sword, and [whose] face was like the sun
shining in full strength.” (Revelation 13-16)

Advent is a wonderful counterpoint to our
culture’s commercial and social busyness.
Consider how you and your family can slow
down, meditate deeply on the first and second
comings of Jesus, and deny yourself that you
might see and love Him more clearly. To this end,
we offer these weekly devotionals, including the
week of Christmas (technically not a part of
Advent). May God be glorified as we worship him
in this special way!
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Use the following readings during your family
Bible reading times throughout the week:

SCRIPTURES

·Luke 1: 5-24
·Isaiah 2:1-5
·Romans 13:11-14
·Psalm 82
·Luke 1:26-38

Learn the following hymns:

HYMNS

·O Come, O Come Emmanuel
·Let All Mortal Flesh

Do the following activity at some point during
the week:

ACTIVITIES

·Build Your Own Advent Wreath
Find a candle to light throughout the Advent season
while you are doing the devotional readings. If
possible, you can use four candles (one for each
week of Advent). Find evergreen, pine cones, holly
berries, and other items to set on the table around
your candle. As you light the candle each day of
Advent, remember that Jesus is the Light of the
world who steps into our darkness (John 1:4-5).

·Hold A Family Worship Service 
The following liturgy is meant to give you lots of
resources to use. Use your discretion and the time
available to determine exactly which elements and
whom to involve in the various readings or prayers.
You can find a recording of the hymns to sing along
with on most music streaming services or YouTube

HOPE
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WEEK ONE

NOVEMBER 28 - DECEMBER 4

CALL TO WORSHIP

HYMN

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

SCRIPTURE READING

ADVENT MEDITATION

APPLICATION

TIME OF PRAYER

HYMN

BENEDICTION



Call to Worship (One read:)
A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the
desert a highway for our God.” As we worship today, let us prepare to welcome
God’s dramatic work in our midst, in our hearts, in our community, and in all of
creation. Let us worship God. (Based on Isaiah 40:3)

HOPE
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Hymn O Come, O Come Emmanuel (page 5)

Prayer of
Confession

(All read:)
Lord God, our lives are filled with sin. We forget our neighbor’s needs and do not
love you above all else. We need a Savior. Help us to be ready for Jesus in our own
hearts. O come, O come, Savior of the world. Amen.

Assurance of
Pardon

(Leader:)
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Your sins are pardoned. The penalty is
paid. Thanks be to God. (Based on Isaiah 40:1-2)

Scripture
Reading

Choose one of the readings from the week.

Advent
Meditation

One read (page 6)

Application
Questions

Page 7

Time of Prayer

Hymn Let All Mortal Flesh (page 8)

Benediction (One read:)
And again Isaiah says,
“The root of Jesse will come,
even he who arises to rule the Gentiles;
in him will the Gentiles hope.”
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. (Romans 15:12-13)



1) O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here,
Until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

2) O come, O come, Thou Lord of might,
Who to Thy tribes, on Sinai's height,
In ancient times didst give the law
In cloud and majesty and awe.
Rejoice! Rejoice!

3) O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free
Thine own from Satan's tyranny;
From depths of hell Thy people save,
And give them vict'ry o'er the grave.
Rejoice! Rejoice!

4) O come, Thou Day-spring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death's dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! 

5) O come, Thou Key of David, come
and open wide our heav'nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery.
Rejoice! Rejoice! 

O COME , O COME

EMMANUEL
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(One read:)
 
“I hope it will snow this Christmas.” 
“I hope I get the new video game I asked for.” 
“I hope COVID-19 doesn’t prevent me from seeing my kids for the holidays.” 

The Advent season is filled with many desires and expectations as we start
approaching the end of the year and all its festivities. Unfortunately, in this
unstable world, we’re guaranteed so little. 

However, when speaking about biblical hope, we’re not talking about the
way we hope for a gift that may or may not arrive. Instead, when God talks
about hope, he’s talking about a promise that we just have to wait for.
Something that will definitely come, but which we can only anticipate right
now. 

Instead of this being a bad thing, it’s actually an incredible gift itself!
Anticipation is a wonderful thing God has designed to build our joy and faith.
Think about the way that you look forward to Christmas Day. Each day
leading up to Christmas you grow more excited and you begin enjoying the
happiness of Christmas weeks before it’s arrived. You think about it, plan for
it, and work to make sure that it will be a special time. 

God has designed the Christian life with anticipation and hope built into it.
And what are we ultimately waiting for? Jesus! The Messiah will come back
for us, deal with all evil, and then establish a perfect kingdom. This is the
Christian’s hope, and it’s a certainty. So, like Christmas, start enjoying the
happiness, peace, and security of Jesus right now as you wait for his return!

Meditation by Greg Cline

ADVENT

MEDITATION
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·Share about a time when you wanted something so badly, with so much
hope, but it did not come true. Try to think of how God was working in you
during that time or ask for others to pray that you would see what God was
teaching you.

·Do you ever feel hope when you think about Jesus? What kinds of things that
he will do should fill us with hope? What can we do to find more hope in
Jesus?

·How could you help someone who seems hopeless?

APPLICATION
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1) Let all mortal flesh keep silence,
And with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing earthly minded,
For with blessing in his hand
Christ our God to earth descendeth,
Our full homage to demand.

2) King of kings, yet born of Mary,
As of old on earth he stood,
Lord of lords, in human vesture,
In the body and the blood,
He will give to all the faithful
His own self for heav'nly food.

3) Rank on rank the host of heaven
Spreads its vanguard on the way,
As the Light of light descendeth
From the realms of endless day,
That the powers of hell may vanish
As the shadows clear away.

4) At his feet the six-winged seraph,
 Cherubim, with sleepless eye,
Veil their faces to the presence,
As with ceaseless voice they cry,
"Alleluia, alleluia, Alleluia, Lord most high!"
Our full homage to demand.

LET ALL MORTAL

FLESH
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