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CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Offering a wide variety of career opportunities, Los Angeles Pacific University’s Bachelor of Arts 
in Applied Psychology (BAAP) degree offers two routes for students to pursue.
1. Students may seek entry-level professional positions in ministry, social services, and criminal

justice. Some of these jobs have experience and/or certification requirements as well as
educational ones. However, the knowledge provided in the BAAP will equip you to better serve in
these areas:

2. Students will also gain the foundation for advancement to graduate-level studies.

1-855-517-2768
admissions@lapu.edu

BAAP

Government/ 
nonprofit social 

services 
departments

Corporate 
sector

Justice 
departments

Charitable 
social 

agencies
Ministry 

jobs

Child and 
family services

Health
departments

Hospitals

Child/adoptive
services

Rehabilitation/
treatment

Shelters
Schools

Businesses

Hospitals

Probation

Parole

Prisons/jail

Law enforcement -
local and federal

Red Cross,
American Cancer Society, etc.

World Vision,
Peace Corps, etc.

Churches - children,
youth, outreach

Camps

YMCA,
Salvation Army, etc.

Note: his information is deemed 
reliable but not guaranteed. Los 
Angeles Pacific University cannot 
guarantee any job options, graduate 
school entrance, or career opportunities.

http://www.apu.edu/university-college/


FINDING YOUR CONCENTRATION AREA
To determine an concentration area, it might be helpful to ask yourself the following questions to help uncover 
your focus:

1. Is there are particular group of people you would like to serve (children/teens, families, international)?
2. Is there are particular kind of work you would like to do (counseling, case management, business, training)?
3. Is there a particular kind of place you want to work (business, ministry, school, health care, justice system)?
4. Are you looking at the BAAP more for career progression or graduate education? (if graduate school, which

area interests you?)

For example, if you want to become a school counselor, you may be conflicted over whether to choose an 
concentration in Clinical Psychology, Child and Adolescent Psychology, or Educational Psychology. Each of 
these seem to apply. So, ask yourself, “What is most appealing about becoming a school counselor?”

�  Is it the educational setting? If setting is most important, you may choose a Business Psychology, 
Educational Psychology, or Criminal Justice emphasis area because of WHERE they allow you to work.

�  Is it counseling children/adolescents? If the clientele is most important , you may choose a Children and 
Adolescent Psychology, Cultural Psychology, or Human Services concentration area because of WHO they allow 
you to serve.

�  Is it being a counselor? If the work itself is most important, you may choose an Applied Pastoral Counseling or Clinical 
Psychology concentration area because of WHAT they allow you to do.

There is no right area to choose, and just because you choose one, doesn’t mean it will disqualify you for jobs in other areas. The 
BAAP degree can still open up a plethora of areas of jobs. The concentration is an opportunity to expand knowledge, interest, 
and distinguish yourself when applying for jobs and graduate school.
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CONCENTRATION AREAS
Most jobs related to the BAAP will have educational requirements listed as “psychology, social work, or related degree.” It 
allows you to obtain a position that requires a bachelor’s degree in a helping profession. The BAAP concentration areas 
give a you knowledge in a particular area of the helping profession, which gives you a leg up on other applicants who 
simply have a “psychology or social work degree.”  Note that the degree itself will allow you opportunities in any of the 
industries listed previously; however, the specialization gives your resume the chance to stand out among others in your 
field of interest, increasing your marketability for jobs and graduate education. Your concentration area may also allow you 
opportunities to transfer credits and reduce coursework requirements for certain graduate school programs.      
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 The Applied Pastoral Counseling 
concentration enables students to 
develop critical skills that can be 
applied to a pastoral care setting. 
Students engage in fundamental 
theories, concepts, and principles 
providing a basis for psychology. In 
addition, students learn how to 
integrate biblical principles with 
counseling and interviewing skills, as 
well as theoretical concepts. Students 
may choose to pursue a master’s 
degree in counseling or psychology to 
obtain counseling licensure but desire 
a more Christian emphasis or a 
Master in Divinity (M.Div.) for those 
interested in chaplaincy.

The Business Psychology concentration provides a foundation for motivating and understanding 
organizational behavior, conflict management, and gender issues. Focus on psychological theory, 
concepts, and business-related strategies effectively prepare the student for a career in the business 
arena. This is also a valuable foundation if students plan to get a master’s degree in business.

The Child and Adolescent Psychology 
concentration provides a framework for 
working with children and adolescents, 
as opposed to concentration areas that 
may focus on other populations. 
Students have the opportunity to 
observe children and apply 
psychological theory, principles, and 
methodology within assignments geared 
toward this population. Graduates of the 
concentration may choose to pursue a 
master’s degree and beyond, and 
potentially a marriage and family therapy 
license.

The Clinical Psychology concentration 
is geared toward those interested in 
the mental health profession. 
Students are effectively trained in 
psychological theory, concepts, and 
methodology in order to prepare them 
for a career in the clinical arena. 
Concentration courses provide the 
opportunity for practical application 
and building a critical skill set needed 
within this profession. Students are 
prepared for graduate education if the 
desire is for licensure as a counselor 
through a master’s in counseling or 
psychology, as well as prepared for 
opportunities to work in the social 
service or mental health industries.

The Criminal Behavior concentration 
acquaints the student with criminal 
behavior, group dynamics (such as 
gangs), forensics, and conflict 
management (such as how to defuse 
an irate inmate). Courses provide the 
fundamental foundation of principles, 
concepts, theories, and skills required 
to work with this particular population. 
Students may choose to build a 
profession working with those 
displaying criminal behavior or extend 
their studies to law school or perhaps 
a master’s in criminal justice or 
criminal behavior. This degree also 
provides a foundation for higher-level 
government jobs.
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The Cultural Psychology 
concentration provides a foundation 
to study, through the lens of 
psychology, the world’s rapidly 
changing culture. Psychological 
cultural sensitivity and training are 
critical when working with diverse 
populations. Students in this 
concentration engage material to 
guide thinking and skill related to 
cultural phenomenon impacting 
society at large, as well as particular 
populations. Fundamental 
psychological theories, concepts, 
and strategies will prepare students 
for a profession associated with 
human services working with diverse 
populations.

The Educational Psychology 
concentration provides students with 
specific knowledge related to special 
needs and educational advocacy, in 
addition to the child, adolescent, and 
family needs. This concentration 
hones in on particular concepts, 
theories, and methodologies that are 
fundamental for working in the fields of 
education and social services. This 
concentration also sets a solid 
foundation if students want to pursue 
a master’s degree in teaching 
education but want job opportunities 
broadened by having degrees in two 
fields, rather than getting an 
undergraduate education degree.

The General Psychology concentration is designed for those who want a broad, general degree 
offering versatility in the job market. Concentration courses provide a distinct framework to study 
broadly, including theories and methods related to clinical foundations, systems approach, as well as 
current trending psychological theories.

Management
Healthcare  The Healthcare Management 

concentration is designed specifically 
to prepare students for the rapidly 
expanding healthcare industry. 
Students gain the key skills, 
competencies, and knowledge required 
to effectively serve in the field of 
healthcare management. The courses 
are designed and taught by industry 
experts bringing years of practical 
experience to the learning environment.

The Human Services concentration 
utilizes a more general approach and 
sets students up for a broad scope of 
career opportunities. Designed to aid 
students in creating a clear set of skills 
for helping people, this concentration 
provides foundations in pivotal applied 
psychological theory and 
methodologies geared toward aiding 
people while understanding their 
framework of experience.

Management

Human   The Human Resources Management 
concentration is designed specifically to 
prepare students for the rapidly 
expanding healthcare industry. 
Students gain the key skills, 
competencies, and knowledge required 
to effectively serve in the field of 
healthcare management. The courses 
are designed and taught by industry 
experts bringing years of practical 
experience to the learning environment.
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