
Upcoming Events 

Wednesday, May 3 

~ Chancel Choir Practice  

 at 7 pm (Every Wednesday) 

Sunday, May 7 

~ Preacher: Rev. Alice Davis 

4th Sunday of  Easter ~ Grand 

Sweep Bible Study at 4 pm each 

Sunday afternoon 

Monday, May 8 

~ Prayer Time at 10 am in 

Sanctuary, & Mat Ministry in 

Ralph Mitchell SS Class (Every 

Monday 

Sunday, May 14 

~ Preacher: Rev. Alice Davis 

5th Sunday of Easter ~ 

Mother’s Day 

 Tuesday, May 16 

~ Church Council Meeting  

@ 7 pm 

Sunday, May 21 

~ Preacher: Rev. Alice Davis 

6th Sunday of Easter 

Sunday, May 28 

~ Preacher: Rev. Alice Davis 

7th Sunday of Easter 

Sunday, June 4 

~ Preacher: Rev. Alice Davis 

Pentecost Sunday 
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Custodian:  Mr. Tommie McDowell 
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Asbury in Ministry 

“Our Conquering Mothers” 

 Becoming a mother is the most demanding 
and exhilarating experience in life.  Some may  
argue against that but that’s okay; go ahead and  
argue.  When a mother sees her newborn child, 

holds him/her in her arms, there is a depth of  boundless love and  
protection like none other.  That mother notices every nuance about her 
newborn; the way he/she holds its head, the innocent gaze and soft 
smile, the shape of  the fingers and the toes, the hair on its head, and its 
shade of  color.  The mother notices everything.   

Becoming a mother changes everything about one’s life.  It  
deepens your connection with the child and most importantly, it deepens 
your awareness of  your Creator.  You wonder why God would allow such 
responsibility to fall on you.  The answer is simple, “You are up for the 
task.”  Once you are a mother, you feel a great sense of  vulnerability for 
the rest of  your life.  You worry; forgetting that Matthew 6:25 tells you 
five times “Do not worry about anything.”  As mothers, our human  
nature seems stronger than our Godly nature at times.  But I am here to 
tell you mothers, we are more than conquerors in Christ Jesus.  While we 
may feel pain, God gives us power to conquer that pain.   

While we are given power, don’t forget to praise God because we 
are given (1) pain with a purpose, (2) power to be delivered, and  
(3) praise to sustain us throughout life.   
 John’s text expresses a conquering/victorious faith and trust in Jesus 
Christ.  He affirms our Christian witness of  baptism, the blood of  the 
crucifixion, and the Spirit.  But he also reminds each of  us that we are 
conquers through righteous living, love, and relationship.  And so, we will 
explore how God’s gifts of  love and relationship make holiness possible.  
We will do this by casting our focus on pain with purpose, power to be  
delivered, and how our praise will sustain us.   

Pastor’s article continued on page 2 
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Pastor’s article continued from page 1 

 No one wants to feel pain.  If  anyone knows the depth of  pain its mothers.  We bare the awesome 
pain of  delivering our children.  We also bare the awesome pain of  watching our children suffer  
sometimes.  When that happens, bare your pain with purpose.  Just as we know, that once that baby is 
born and the pain soon subsides, there is a greater purpose.  The real task begins and that is bringing 
that child up in the Lord.  Our job as mothers is to bring them back to the Lord in a loving relation-
ship with Him.  It may be painful, but there is a greater purpose.  Many of  you know my testimony of  
my oldest child and her addiction.  Those years were painful; not knowing where she was, but thanks 
be to God, He never lost sight of  her.  I brought her to the Lord as a young girl and God never lost 
sight of  her.  He gave her power to be delivered!! 
 God gives us power to be delivered.  One of  the greatest gifts in power is our faith.  We are  
empowered by faith in God to be delivered from everything.  If  we would exercise even the tiniest 
amount of  faith, we can overcome anything.  First John affirms in us that we are Christians.  But it 
takes faith to believe that we are Christians.  Being Christian holds a wide range of  meaning for  
different people.  But for me, it means that I follow the model that Jesus Christ set forth in the earth.  
It means I take up my cross daily and I follow Jesus.  
 Next, we are empowered by love.  Just as a mother loves her newborn baby, God love for us is that 
abiding love; that love that remains when all else fails.  You see, it is for that very reason that we are 
born, we are poured out.  When we realize the purpose for our lives, it is like being re-created again 
and again.  After all, the “Chief  end of  humankind is to adore God forever and ever.”  And it is for 
this reason we give God all the praise and honor and glory!!! 
 Mothers and mothers to be, read Psalm 34:1-3.  There is no better way to praise God than being 
in God’s Word, being in God’s presence.  God loves it when we sing His Word; when we pray His 
Word, and when we study His Word.  And so this month, let this be the beginning of  something new 
for you as you go forth from this place.  Praise God every day for His Word!  Praise God for His  
excellent Greatness!  Praise God for His grace and mercy!  Praise God for your salvation in Jesus 
Christ.  Today’s text in I John affirms our salvation in Jesus Christ.  We are believers.  We are conquers.  
We are people of  purpose.  We are delivered from all of  our fears and everything else.  We are able to 
sing with a loud voice,  

“I will bless the Lord at all times.  His Praise will continually be in my mouth.  My soul 
will boast of  God my Savior.  The humble will hear it and they will be glad. O Magnify the 
Lord with me.  Let us exalt His name together.” 
 This month as you read this article, your read that if  we suffer any pain, it should be done with 
purpose.  You have read that God has empowered us through our faith and love to be delivered from 
everything.   You have also read that as we praise God, we are given the gift of  sustainably.  That 
means simply that we can carry on the work that God has commanded of  us.  It means that we can 
maintain the main thing – which is staying in love with Jesus Christ.  It means we continue on in 
faith and love.  We keep going.  Don’t let the ways of  this world keep you from staying focused on the 
mission – to make disciples of  Jesus Christ for the transformation of  the world.  You have heard this 
mission from me repeatedly.   
 And so, Happy Mother’s Day to all mothers everywhere!  You are conquers through Jesus Christ.   
Much Love in Christ,  
Pastor A 



BRING YOUR CHILDREN! Nursery is open Sunday  
Mornings from 9:30 to 12:30 for all children age 4 and under. 

Urban / Walltown Neighborhood Ministries 

Assist with Walltown Food Pantry. Ministry opportunities 

include assisting with shopping and organizing food for 

distribution. 

 

Work  Please contact the church office if you would like to 

serve with the Walltown Neighborhood Food Pantry in either 

preparing the bags for distribution, or helping distribute the 

bags on the fourth Thursday of every month.  
 

 

Donate  Asbury is now collecting food items during office 

hours and the third Sunday of each month for Walltown 

Neighborhood Ministries.  Keep up the good work. They 

are in need of: pasta, dry milk, peanut butter, 

canned meat and canned fruit and vegetables. 

 

 

 United Methodist Women 

Asbury’s UMW has a strong tradition of mission. Contact   

Fran Boyd at franboyd@nc.rr.com for more information on 

UMW or call the church office. We look forward to seeing 

everyone! 
 

 

 

 

  
  

 

 

Lay Readers 

5/7: Randy Bell 

5/14: Jack Dailey 

5/21: Mary Lou Johnson 

5/28: TBD 
 

Nursery Parents 

5/7: Ashleigh Dippolito 

5/14: TBD 

5/21: Ruth Medley 

5/28: Cookie Bell 
 

 

Media System   

5/7: Mason Pennuto 

5/14: TBD 

5/21: Mason Pennuto 

5/28: TBD 
 

Acolytes 

TBA 

 Greeters 

5/7: Sonny & Judy Morris 

5/14 Anne Hemmerle & Ginger Mann 

5/21: Ruth Roberts & Gail Johnson 

5/28: Claire Boykin & Judy Morris 

 
Ushers 
5/7:  Jimmy Pulley, Don Utley, 

John Knight, Sonny Morris 

5/14:  Denise Glymph, Ginger  

Mann, Sharon Ellison, Gail  

Johnson,  

5/21 John Elkins, Todd Herrington 

Bobby Wingate, John Elkins 

5/28:  Ruth Roberts, Margaret 

Averette, Willena Warren,  

Cookie Bell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 CHANCEL CHOIR PRACTICE   

Practice Every Wednesday @ 7 pm 

WORSHIP 

Joys and Concerns:  Mary Hooke Quashie, Robert L. 

(“Bob”) Bromhal, Bobbi Alicia Pompey, Lena  

Elkins, Tracy Morris, L.C. Meachum, Marie Robeson, Martha 

Riley, Elbert Wethington, Joe Boykin, Hank Woods, John & 

Bart Warren, Janie Lampley, Jean Vickers, Clara Bobbitt, Alda 

Chalmers, Margaret Grady,  Tommy & Linda Hunt, Janice 

Beeson, Wallace Beeson, Diane Farrell, Bill & Connie Simpson, 

Patsy Hemmerle, Amy Edgerton, and all our unspoken  

requests. 

Financial Update 

In the month of April, the offerings received totaled 

$13,760. We received $500 in memorial funds for the 

month of April. We also received $1,800 in contribu-

tion from the Asbury Preschool. The current balance of 

the General Fund is: $6,338. Let us all be faithful 

in giving of our tithes, talents, and time to our 

Lord and Savior.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

**Additional team members are needed on 

our ministry teams for Urban Ministries, 

Walltown Neighborhood Ministries, to serve 

as acolytes (anyone), ushers, lay readers, 

nursery workers, media team, and greeters. 

If you have been considering joining one of 

these ministry teams please contact the 

church office for details.** 

MISSION 

WE ARE IN NEED OF PEOPLE 

WILLING TO SERVE AS ACOLYTES. 

(ANYONE CAN BE  

A PART OF THIS TEAM!) 



E-Giving is now available through our web-
site. Please go to our website at 

 www.asburyunitedmethodist.com/donate  
and follow the link. 

Formation of The United Methodist Church (continued)        
 

United Methodism as a World Church, 1968—  
 

In 1968, The Evangelical United Brethren and The Methodist Church united. 
Full clergy status for women was included in the plan of union. Since then, an 
increasing number of women have been admitted to the ordained ministry,  
appointed to the district superintendency, elected to positions of  

denominational  leadership, and consecrated as bishops. In 1980, Marjorie Matthews 
was the first woman elected to the Church’s episcopacy. 

When The United Methodist Church was created in 1968, it had approximately eleven 
million members, making it one of the largest Protestant churches in the world. Since 
then the church has become increasingly aware of itself as a world church with mem-
bership and conferences in Africa, Asia, Europe, and the United States. While worldwide 
membership in The United Methodist Church has grown since 1968, membership in 
Europe and the United States has declined, offset by significant growth in Africa and 
Asia. In Africa, The United Methodist Church has expanded episcopal areas to include 
East Africa, Sierra Leone, Cote d’Ivoire, East Congo, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, and South 
Africa. 

Changes in worship style, the rise of the charismatic movement, the growth of  
nondenominationalism, and the emergence of megachurches have all challenged the 
church as it entered its third century. Most trying, The United Methodist Church has had 
to negotiate cultural shifts with regard to gender and sexuality, especially in the United 
States and Europe. Conflicts over homosexuality, marriage, and abortion have continued 
uninterrupted nearly since the formation of the denomination. These debates have 
opened up large domestic, international, and ecumenical rifts over the church’s doctrine 
and discipline. 

The United Methodist Church continues to represent the confluence of three streams of 

tradition: Methodism, the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, and The Evangelical 

Association. With other churches that are also members of the body of Christ, it humbly 

and gratefully offers up its praise to God through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit for  

creating and sustaining grace. It seeks further grace as it ministers to the world. 

Did you know? 

You can give stocks or bonds 

to the church from your  

investment portfolio? 

Speak with your financial 

advisor about the benefits 

and tax  implications.   


