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HAPPY PENTECOST  

Read:  Acts 11:1-18 

“Growth Produces Change” 

 The Serenity Prayer – “God grant me 
the serenity to accept the things I cannot 
change, the courage to change the things 
I can, and the wisdom to know the differ-
ence” has become Carol’s best prayer.  Carol 
is my daughter.  This is a prayer that she is 
encouraged to pray daily as she continues her 
walk of  faith in drug recovery.  She often re-

counts to me the dreadful ordeal of  living in a drug community.  One of  her 
greatest quotes is, “Change is good.”   “Mom you know you are growing 
when you are willing to change.”  And so, I say today, “You know you are 
growing when you are willing to change.”   

I have a hard time believing there’s nothing or very little that I should not 
be able to change.    

In the twenty-first century, change is not an easy thing for people 
to do, in point of  fact, change is not easy in any century.   

The Christians in the first century church had a difficult time dealing with 
events requiring them to change aged-old ideas and practices.   In the text we 
encounter a story that could be called, “Gentile Pentecost.”   It is re-told by 

Peter to the leaders of  the Apostolic Church in Jerusalem.  In telling the 
story, Peter is carrying out the mission of  Jesus Christ by taking the Gospel 
to the world.  Up to this point Peter’s mission had been to Jews only.  Like 

Jesus Christ who experienced a year of  obscurity, a year of  public favor, and 
a year of  opposition, Peter is becoming very noticeable as he heals the sick, 
raises the dead, and spreads the gospel.  But he gets in trouble with some of  
the Jewish followers of  Christ because he is accepting change; he is sharing 
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Upcoming Events 

Sunday, May 1 

~ Preacher: Rev. Alice Davis 

6th Sunday of Easter 

Monday, May 2 
~ Grand Sweep Bible Study 

will not meet this Monday  

~ Trustee Meeting at 6:30 pm 

Wednesday, May 3 

~ Chancel Choir Practice  

Every Wednesday at 7 pm  

Sunday, May 8 
~ Preacher: Rev. Alice Davis 

7th Sunday of Easter 

Tuesday, May 10 

~ Finance Team  Mtg. , 7 pm  

Thursday, May 12 

~ Mission Vision Team Mtg, 

6:30 pm 

Sunday, May 15 

~ Preacher: Rev. Alice Davis 

Pentecost Sunday 

Tuesday, May 17 

~ Church Council  Mtg. , 7 pm  

Sunday, May 22 
~ Worship Without Walls ,  at 

Durham Central Park, 10 am 

Thursday, May 26 

~ Mission Vision Team Mtg, 

6:30 pm 

~~ Grand Sweep Bible 

Study Every Monday,  

6:30 pm  unless notified. 

Asbury United Methodist Church  

Senior Pastor:  Rev. Alice Wade Davis,  adavis@nccumc.org  

Minister of Music:  Mr. Jeff Hood,  jeff.hood@icloud.com 

Administrative Assistant:  Ms. Marie Phelps,  Asbury.umc@frontier.com 

Preschool Director:  Ms. Nancy Lehman,  asburypreschool@ncrrbiz.com 

Nursery Attendant:  Ms. Felecia Griffin 

Custodian:  Mr. Tommie McDowell 

806 Clarendon Street 
Durham,  NC 27705 
www.asburyunitedmethodist.com 
asbury.umc@frontier.com 
919-286-0711 
 

Asbury in Ministry is published monthly. Request 
an electronic version by sending an email to:  
Asbury.umc@frontier.com 

Growing in grace and thankful for it! 
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the Good News of the Gospel with Gentiles, foreigners, people who are different.  The thing that made them 
different in this situation is that the Gentiles were not circumcised nor were they educated in the Mosaic Law.  
And so, Peter had to share with the Jews that if God accepted the Gentile converts, who are they to exclude 
them. 

Peter was on track with this message so long ago.  The people of his day were more concerned with the 
so-called “undesirables” and keeping them excluded, than spreading the Gospel.  Isn’t it amazing how hu-
manity still seeks to be separated from one another, especially in the church?  It never ceases to amaze me 
how that continues in our society today.  Back then, it was the Jews and the Gentiles.  Today it is people that 
look different than we do, people that worship differently than we do, and people that are considered the lit-
tle “nobodies.”  We have even created names for certain people groups; names that I will not share with you 
in this article.  We have created classes for people based on their economic status.  We have created a host of 
negative ills for God’s people.   

As we take a long look into the church today; not just our church, but the church world-wide, we have 
engaged in the principle of what is different.  We have labeled people and we have falsely accused people.  
Just like the church of old, the Christian Church today finds it hard to share the power and authority of God’s 
Word, even though it would bring about Change.  This is Peter’s message to us today.  Change your way of 
thinking and being.   
 
How Do We Change? 

How do we change?  My brothers and sisters in Christ, we change by God’s grace.  We grow in grace.  
We grow from strength to strength.  Psalm 84:5, 7 tells us that, “Happy are those whose strength is in you 
… They go from strength to strength.”  How do we go from strength to strength?  We worship God with 
our whole hearts.  We forget about the things that separate us and focus on things that unite us.  We stay in 
God’s Word; a Word that will not change nor will it return to God empty.   Peter’s message is for each one of 
us, in the same way that God’s love is for each one of us today. 

And so, growth will produce 
change in us because the Son of God 
has looked on us and decided that we 
are worth it.    
Much Love in Christ,  

Pastor A 

 

Prayer Triplets  continue  
to meet and make  

intercession for our 
church, our community 

and our world. 

On page  four  I have included an abbreviated account of the formation of 
the United Methodist Church from the UMC.org website.  

As space allows  I will continue to include more information.  
I hope you enjoy reading about our rich history.  

Applications for the Barbara Dickerson Scholarship are 
being accepted during the month of May. Application 
forms are available through the Marvin Reep SS Class 
or contact the church office. 



BRING YOUR CHILDREN! Nursery is open Sunday  
Mornings from 9:30 to 12:30 for all children age 4 and under. 

 

Durham Urban Ministries 

Prepare and serve breakfast the third Sunday of each 

month. Meet at Asbury parking lot 7:30am. Contact the 
church office for more information. 
 

05/15:  Want to serve? Ministry team members needed! 

Work in the food pantry the first Tuesday of each month 

9:30-11 am. Please contact the church office  if you would like 

to serve at the pantry. See above.  

5/3: Denise Glymph, Claire Boykin, Judy Morris, Ruth Roberts 

6/7: Dan Shaw, Ruth Roberts, Loretta Pulley, Denise Glymph 

Donate canned & non-perishable food items,  socks,  & 

men’s clothing to Urban Ministries. Asbury collects items 

during office hours and the third Sunday of each month. We 

collected 41.9 lbs of food and 7.8 lbs of hygiene items 

in April. Keep up the good work. They need: pasta, 

dry milk, peanut butter, canned meat and canned 

fruit and vegetables. 

 Ronald McDonald Room @ Duke Med  

Provide comfort & care to patients and families with the 

ministry of presence. Keep the room stocked every Monday 
evening. Contact Debra Hinton: 

Debra@insuranacecenterofdurham.com 

5/2: Bobby & Jackie 

Wingate 

5/9: Sonny & Judy  

           Morris 

5/16: Bob & Debra  

           Hinton 

 

5/23: Jim Force & Chris 

Boyer 

5/30: Mary Lou Johnson & 

Debra Hinton 

6/6: Bobby & Jackie Wingate  

613: Sonny & Judy Morris 

 

 Mug Ministry 

Donate candy or other small gifts to fill the mugs given to 

first-time visitors every Sunday. Please bring donations to 

the Ralph Mitchell Class Room.  

United Methodist Women 

Asbury’s UMW has a strong tradition of mission. Come to  

our next meeting at Pomodoro’s on May 24 at 6 pm. 

Contact  Debra Hinton: Debra@insurancecenterofdurham.com 

 

Lay Readers 

5/1: Fran Boyd 

5/8: Bob Hinton 

5/15: Cookie Bell 

5/22: No Reader 

5/29: Randy Bell 
 

Nursery Parents 

5/1: Lori Kiser 

5/8: Cookie Bell 

5/15: Claire Boykin 

5/22: No Nursery  

5/29: Faye Meachum 
 

 

Media System   

5/1: Jennifer Salamh 

5/8: Max Elkins 

5/15: David Radford 

5/22: No Media 

5/29: TBD 
 

 

Acolytes 

Ryan Dippolito 

John Joyner 

Kalea Salamh 

 Greeters 

5/1: Janice Beeson & Judy Morris 

5/8: Joe & Patsy Hemmerle 

5/15: Ginger Mann &  Linda Miller 

5/22: No Greeters Needed 

5/29: Sonny & Judy Morris 
 

 

Ushers 

5/1: Clarence Hill, Sonny Morris, Don 

Utley, David Radford, John Elkins, 

Bobby Wingate 

5/8: Ruth Roberts, Ginger Mann, 

Margaret Averett, Cookie Bell, Sharon 

Ellison, Teresa Knight 

5/15: Todd Herrington, John Knight, 

Jack Dailey, Jimmy Pulley, Steve 

Miller, Paul Salamh 

5/22: No Ushers Needed 

5/29: Denise Glymph, Jennifer 

Salamh, Willena Warren, Ginger 

Mann, Anne Hemmerle, Willena 

Warren, Margaret Averett 

 

 

 

CHANCEL CHOIR   

Every Wednesday night choir  

practice at 7—8:30 pm.  

WORSHIP 

Joys and Concerns:  L.C. Meachum, Marie Robeson, 
Martha Riley, Elbert Wethington, Hank Woods, Doris 
McAdams, John & Bart Warren, Clarence Hill, Dot Starks, 
Janie Lampley, Jean  Vickers, Doris McAdams, Clara Bobbitt, 
Alda Chalmers, Arnetta Herrington, Margaret Grady,  Tommy 
& Linda Hunt, Janice Beeson, Wallace Beeson, Marie Kinney,  
Dale & Diane Farrell, Margaret Hurst, Bill & Connie Simpson, 
Patsy Hemmerle, Ruth Gentry, and all our  unspoken requests. 

Financial Update 

In the month of April, the offerings received totaled 
$25.766. We received $1245 in memorial funds for 
the month of April. We also received $1,800 in contri-
bution from the Asbury Preschool. We have paid $0 of 
$40,292 towards our mission giving for 2016. The 
current balance of the general fund is: $13,709.84.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

**Additional team members are needed 

on our ministry teams for Urban  

Ministries, Ronald McDonald Room, 

Walltown Neighborhood Ministries, to 

serve as ushers, lay readers, nursery 

workers, media team, and greeters. If you 

have been considering joining one of 

these ministry teams please contact the 

church office for details.** 

MISSION 
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Formation of  The United Methodist Church 

On April 23, 1968, The United Methodist Church was 
created when Bishop Reuben H. Mueller, representing 
The Evangelical United Brethren Church, and Bishop 
Lloyd C. Wicke of  The Methodist Church joined hands 
at the constituting General Conference in Dallas, Texas. 
With the words, "Lord of  the Church, we are united in 
Thee, in Thy Church and now in The United Methodist 
Church," the new denomination was given birth by two 
churches that had distinguished histories and influential 
ministries in various parts of  the world. 

Theological traditions steeped in the Protestant Refor-
mation and Wesleyanism, similar ecclesiastical structures, and relationships that dated back al-
most two hundred years facilitated the union. In the Evangelical United Brethren heritage, for 
example, Philip William Otterbein, the principal founder of  the United Brethren in Christ, as-
sisted in the ordination of  Francis Asbury to the superintendency of  American Methodist work. 
Jacob Albright, through whose religious experience and leadership the Evangelical Association 
was begun, was nurtured in a Methodist class meeting following his conversion. 

The United Methodist Church shares a common history and heritage with other Methodist and 
Wesleyan bodies. The lives and ministries of  John Wesley (1703–1791) and of  his brother, 
Charles (1707–1788), mark the origin of  their common roots. Both John and Charles were 
Church of  England missionaries to the colony of  Georgia, arriving in March 1736. It was their 
only occasion to visit America. Their mission was far from an unqualified success, and both  
returned to England disillusioned and discouraged, Charles in December 1736, and John in  
February 1738. 

Both of  the Wesley brothers had transforming religious experiences in May 1738. John’s heart 
“was strangely warmed” at a prayer meeting on Aldersgate Street in London. In the years  
following, the Wesleys succeeded in leading a lively renewal movement in the Church of   
England. As the Methodist movement grew, it became apparent that their ministry would 
spread to the American colonies as some Methodists made the exhausting and hazardous  
Atlantic voyage to the New World. 

Organized Methodism in America began as a lay movement. Among its earliest leaders were 
Robert Strawbridge, an immigrant farmer who organized work about 1760 in Maryland and 
Virginia, Philip Embury and his cousin, Barbara Heck, who began work in New York in  
1766, and Captain Thomas Webb, whose labors were instrumental in Methodist beginnings in 
Philadelphia in 1767. African Americans participated actively in these groundbreaking and  
formational initiatives though much of  that contribution was acknowledged without much  
biographical detail. 

More to come…. 


