
Pastor’s Corner  
Read:  Mark 12:38-44 

Introduction:   Passion, Passion, Passion!  Every-
body is talking about passion.  The news media is 
filled with passion and excitement.  Television pro-
gramming is filled with passion from sporting 
events to daily drama.  Preachers in the pulpit are 
filled with passion.  What’s the big deal about pas-
sion?  Aren’t all Christians filled with it?  It has been 
said, that Christians lack passion on nearly every 

level.  Supposedly, “We have something against passion.”  Not true.  The apostle 
Paul says, that the three greatest human attributes in the world are “faith, hope, 
and love” (I Cor. 13).  Aren’t all of these emotions, passions, and desires?   

 As human beings, we are in a constant conflict between reason and emotion – 
and this is a good thing.  It’s a good thing because it produces truthful living.  
Therefore, the goal of truthful living is to achieve a good balance between emo-
tions and reason.  We work hard at trying to reason things away; even our ability 
to worship God with passion.  But that is precisely what God desires of us  
– Passionate Worship.   

 Mark shows us exactly what passionate worship looks like.  A poor woman, 
with very little to give, gives all she has and is praised by Jesus.  Sometimes our 
acts of reckless, thoughtless, and extravagant emotions are our very best acts.   

 Jesus calls us to recklessly, extravagantly, and passionately throw all that we 
have away to follow him.  Is this a metaphor or does this mean literally?  How are 
we to give everything?  Is this true for us in modern times?  If we are to grow 
healthy churches, we must commit to the things of God. 

 And so, dear brothers and sisters there are five practices to growth and vitality 
in our churches as described by Bishop Robert Schnase:  Radical Hospitality, Pas-
sionate Worship, Intentional Faith Development, Risk Taking Mission to the 
World, and Extravagant Generosity.  If these five aren’t achieved in churches then 
those churches will face a decline.  In other words people will go elsewhere.  They 
will go where these are being practice, namely to non-denominational churches.  
We have heard of this in times past in some way.         (Continued on page 2) 

Upcoming Events 

Tuesday, March 1 

~ Trustee Team  Mtg. , 7 pm  

Wednesday, March 2 
~ Chancel Choir Practice, 7 pm  

Sunday, March 6 

~ Preacher: Rev. Alice Davis 

4th Sunday in Lent 

Monday, March 7 

~ Grand Sweep Bible Study 

Every Monday at 7 pm  

Tuesday, March 8 

~ Finance Meeting at 7 pm  

Wednesday, March 10 

~ Chancel Choir Practice, 7 pm  

Saturday, March 12 

~ Daylight Savings Time be-

gins, turn clocks forward one 

hour before bedtime 

Sunday, March 13 

~ Preacher: Rev. Alice Davis 

5th Sunday in Lent 

Sunday, March 20 

~ Preacher: Rev. Alice Davis 

Passion/Palm Sunday 

CROP WALK  

Thursday, March 24 

Maundy Thursday Service, 

6:30-7:30 pm 

Friday, March 25 

Good Friday Service, noon 

Sunday, March 27 

~ Preacher: Rev. Alice Davis 

Easter Egg Hunt, 9:30 am, 
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(Continued from page 1) 

 Let us focus our attention on Passionate Worship.  When we worship God we worship God with all that 
is in us and that means with our emotions, even though everything isn’t based on emotions.  God gave us 
emotions for a reason.  Isn’t it interesting that we say when it comes to our emotions that we lost it?  To be 
a mature, thoughtful human being, one cannot lose it; one simply cannot give in to one’s emotions.  But 
then, here comes Jesus.  An old widow passes by the temple treasury as people are putting in their offerings.  
It isn’t just that she gave, she gave everything she had.  All.  Others gave more money, but she gave a greater 
portion of what she had. 

 Why did she give it all?  We are not told.  Jesus simply notes the extravagant nature of her giving.  She 
gave her all.  The one we gave the least gave the most.  Why?  What was her reason for giving?  Perhaps 
there was no reason, because what she did was quite beyond mere reason.  Perhaps she got carried away in 
passion for Christ; we’ve known folk who have.   

 If you ask them about their Christian commitment, how did they decide to follow Christ, you will find 
that it was not so much a matter of their decision.   It was an emotion, a feeling, or an extravagant example 
of someone carried away.  Perhaps being a Christian, for many of us, is not a matter of decision and thought 
but a matter of feeling; a matter of affections.  Even John Wesley’s famous quote says, “I felt my heart 
strangely warmed; I felt that I did trust Christ and Christ alone for salvation…”  This quote of Mr. 
Wesley’s is an indication of his exuberance and passionate worship of Almighty God.   As a result of this sin-
gle declaration, Methodist everywhere began experiencing the joy of placing the focus back on worshipping 
God and off themselves.   

 One of my fears is that sometimes those in mainline Protestant Christianity may have over-reasoned our 
Christian faith; relegating the faith to a matter of principle or idea.  Yet, there are those of us who remind 
ourselves that it is a matter of our “hearts being strangely warmed.”  It’s something we feel in our hearts 
before it gets to our heads.   

 I read somewhere of a woman who grew up in an atheistic home.  She had no church background at all.  
None.  She lived her life very happily with no church and no Jesus.  Then, at the age of 41 she found Jesus.  
She began attending church every time the doors were open.  But she did not limit her piety to the time she 
was in church.  She began a ministry to the poorest of the poor.  She began inviting homeless families into 
her home.  Her thoughts were consumed with how she might show the love of Jesus Christ to those living on 
the margins.   

 For many of us this is a bit much; it is radical.  But to those who are willing to take the risk it isn’t 
enough.  This woman gave all that she had to give.  Just as the widow gave her all in her day, so too, this 
modern woman gave her all which goes beyond the bounds of how we measure faith.  Two very passionate 
women, the widow so long ago, and the atheist turned Christian.  If Jesus did this for them, Jesus will do 
again and again.    

 I challenge you this month to worship with passion before our God who deserves our all.  Share it with 
those around you, even the ones we might feel are undeserving.        Much Love, Pastor A 

The Asbury Chancel Choir will present its annual Easter Cantata “Wondrous 
Love” during Worship over the course of three Sundays in March – 13th, 20th 
(Palm Sunday), and 27th (Easter Sunday).   Our Cantata is focused on the  
Passion story of Christ in which God sent His only Son to redeem all of  
humanity in a sacrificial act of love; and through this we might be eternally 
united with the Creator.  It is appropriate that we, as Christians, focus on 

love and teaching others to love.  This love exemplifies acceptance, humility, and faith.   Although Christ was 
ultimately rejected and crucified, God reminded humanity that love triumphs over hate, and life over death, 
hence the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

This beautiful story of how love prevails is spoken through a powerful presentation through music that  
reminds each of us that “Love’s redeeming work is done, fought the fight and the battle won!” and “He 
Lives!”. Thanks be to God.     Blessings throughout this Lenten and Easter season.    
         Jeff, Minister of Music 



BRING YOUR CHILDREN! Nursery open Sunday  
Mornings from 9:30 to 12:30 for all children age 4 and under. 

 

Durham Urban Ministries 

Prepare and serve breakfast the third Sunday of each 

month. Meet at Asbury parking lot 7:30am. Contact the 
church office for more information. 
 

3/20: Want to serve? Ministry team members needed! 

Work in the food pantry the first Tuesday of each month 

9:30-11 am. Please contact the church office  if you would like 

to serve at the pantry. See above.  

3/1: Dan Shaw, Ruth Roberts, Loretta Pulley, Judy Morris 

4/5: Cookie Bell, Doris Johnson, Marie Kinney, Judy Morris 

Donate canned & non-perishable food items,  socks,  & 

men’s clothing to Urban Ministries. Asbury collects items 

during office hours and the third Sunday of each month. We 

collected 41.6 lbs of food and 8.7 lbs of hygiene items 

in February. Keep up the good work. They need: 

pasta, dry milk, peanut butter, canned meat and 

canned fruit and vegetables. 

 Ronald McDonald Room @ Duke Med  

Provide comfort & care to patients and families with the 

ministry of presence. Keep the room stocked every Monday 
evening. Contact Debra Hinton: 

Debra@insuranacecenterofdurham.com 

3/7: Bob & Debra Hinton 

3/14: Jim Force & Chris 

Boyer 

3/21: Mary Lou Johnson 

& Debra Hinton 

3/28: Bobby & Jackie 

Wingate 

4/4: Sonny & Judy Morris 

4/11: Bob & Debra Hinton 

4/18: Jim Force & Chris 

Boyer 

4/25: Mary Lou Johnson & 

Brenda Radford  

 Mug Ministry 

Donate candy or other small gifts to fill the mugs given to 

first-time visitors every Sunday. Please bring donations to 

the Ralph Mitchell Class Room.  

United Methodist Women 

Asbury’s UMW has a strong tradition of mission. Come to  

their meetings on the 4th Tuesday of every odd month. Contact  

Debra Hinton: Debra@insurancecenterofdurham.com 

 

Lay Readers 

3/6: Steve Miller 

3/13: Ginger Mann 

3/20: Denise Glymph 

3/27: Randy Bell 
 

Nursery Parents 

3/6: Ruth Medley 

3/13: Tracy Pennuto 

3/20: Virginia Lozuke 

3/27: Loretta Pulley 
 

 

Media System   

3/6: David Radford 

3/13: Bob Hinton 

3/20: Jennifer Salamh 

3/27: Max Elkins 
 

 

Acolytes 

3/6: TBD 

3/13: John Joyner 

3/20: Kalea Salamh 

3/27: Ryan Dippolito 
 

 Greeters 

3/6: Clarence & Pat Hill 

3/13: Janice Beeson & Connie 

Simpson 

3/20: Sonny & Judy Morris 

3/27: Ginger Mann & Ruth Roberts 
 

 

Ushers 

3/6: Bobby Wingate, Sonny Morris, 

Clarence Hill, Don Utley, Steve 

Miller, David Radford 

3/13: Cookie Bell, Willena Warren, 

Margaret Averette, Jennifer Salamh, 

Ruth Roberts, Teresa Knight 

3/20: John Knight, John Elkins, Jack 

Dailey, Todd Herrington, Paul 

Salamh, L.C. Meachum 

3/27: Ginger Mann, Denise Glymph, 

Linda Miller, Sharon Ellison, Laura 

Vipperman 
 

 

 

 

CHANCEL CHOIR   

Every Wednesday night choir  

practice at 7—8:30 pm.  

WORSHIP 

 

Joys and Concerns:  L.C. Meachum, Marie Robeson, 
Martha Riley, Elbert Wethington, Hank Woods, Doris 
McAdams, John & Bart Warren, Clarence Hill, Dot Starks, 
Janie Lampley, Jean  Vickers, Doris McAdams, Clara Bobbitt, 
Alda Chalmers, Arnetta Herrington, Margaret Grady,  Tommy 
& Linda Hunt, Janice Beeson, Wallace Beeson, Marie Kinney, 
Bob Matlock, Dale & Diane Farrell, Margaret Hurst, Bill & 
Connie Simpson, Patsy Hemmerle, Ruth Gentry, and all our  
unspoken requests. 

Financial Update 

In the month of February, the offerings received to-
taled $14,095. We received $20 in memorial funds for 
the month of February. We also received $1,800 in 
contribution from the Asbury Preschool. We have paid 
$0 of $40,292 towards our mission giving for 2016. 
The current balance of the general fund is: $9,087.92.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We want to give a big “Thank You” to 
Jennifer Salamh for hosting and pre-
paring a wonderful dinner for the 
UMW for our February meeting. The 
UMW will meet at Brenda Radford’s 

house for dinner and stuffing Easter Eggs, Tuesday, 
March 22 at 6:30.  We also prepared dinner for the 
Wesley students Sunday, February 28.  Its always a 
fun and refreshing time to meet with these stu-
dents.  They are so thankful for a home cooked 
meal.  Please join us for our NEXT meeting.    
   Peace and grace to all,   Debra Hinton 

MISSION 
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SUNDAY,  

MARCH 20, 2016 
 

Asbury UMC will again 

this year participate in the 

CROP HUNGER WALK 

on Sunday, March 20. Our 

church will serve as a rest 

stop for the Crop Walk 

walkers.  

Make your plans now to be a part of our ministry 

to the community.  Anyone interested in partici-

pating in any way, please contact Chris Boyer for 

details. 

Please join us during this 

Lenten season as we pray 

and discover God’s direc-

tion for Asbury United 

Methodist Church.  

If you haven’t already had 

an opportunity, we hope 

and pray you will sign up to be a part of a prayer triplet 

team. Sign-up sheets are located in the Welcome Cen-

ter, and each Sunday School class. If you are unable to 

come to church, we still want you to be a part of our 

Prayer Triplet teams. Contact the church office for 

more information regarding Prayer Triplets!! 

Easter Egg Hunt 
Sunday, March 27,  2016 

Come join Asbury United Methodist 

Church on Easter Sunday at 9:30 AM 

for an early morning Easter Egg Hunt.  We will also decorate Easter 

eggs, and cookies.  Brunch will be served.      

We invite you to join us for our Easter Worship 

Service at 11:00 AM. 

All Ages Are Welcome! 

Please bring your Easter Basket!!!! 

Maundy Thursday: March 24, from 6:30-7:30 pm.  

Good Friday: March 25, 12:00 Noon 

Final Words from the Cross  

Following the service the sanctuary will be available for  

gathering and prayer through the Stations of the Cross 


