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Asbury in Ministry
Growing in grace and thankful for it!

Pentecost Has Come
Happy Father’s On June 18th

On the day in which we celebrate
fatherhood, we begin The Pentecost
Season and I am reminded of the
awesome responsibility which
comes with being a father. Be led by the Holy Spirit. Let me be the first to
admit that there are those who have fallen short of the mark. I see, fathers,
as mere shadows standing in representation of God in the lives of our children. Whether they are biological fathers or we have embraced children
whom God had placed in their lives, the responsibility is the same.
As born-again believers, we take our young by the hand and begin to escort
them through life. The light by which they see is emanating mostly from
our own knowledge and experience. With those obvious limitations, we are
only able to light their path for two or three paces ahead. At some point
their conversation begins to change. We look at the path and notice that my
dim spotlight has begun to fade. The light of dawn is taking over and they
are being awakened to a new reality.
As we escort them to the foot of the cross where the sinless, perfect one
died in our place, taking on Himself the shame and stigma of the cross, we
raise their hands high above our heads and two steps backwards (I must
decrease that He may increase).

Upcoming Events
Sunday, June 4
~ Preacher: Rev. Alice Davis
Pentecost Sunday ~ Grand
Sweep Bible Study at 4 pm each
Sunday afternoon

Monday, June 5
~ Prayer Time at 10 am in
Sanctuary, & Mat Ministry in
Ralph Mitchell SS Class (Every
Monday

Wednesday, June 7
~ Chancel Choir Practice
at 7 pm (Every Wednesday)

Sunday, June 11
~ Preacher: Rev. Alice Davis
Trinity Sunday

Fri.-Sunday, June 16-18
~ Annual Conference in
Greenville, NC

Sunday, May 18
~ Preacher: Rev. Alice Davis
2nd Sunday after Pentecost;
Father’s Day

Sunday, June 25
~ Preacher: Rev. Alice Davis
3rd Sunday after Pentecost;
Pastor A’s Last Sunday with us

Mon.-Tuesday, July 3-4
~ Office Closed for Independence Day

(Pastor’s article continued on page 2)
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Pentecost Has Come

We travel along with them a ways encouraging them in their newfound walk as they embrace the
Lord Jesus Christ for themselves, which we call discipleship. At this point, they are beginning to
walk fully in the radiant outshining of God’s glory emanating from his countenance. We take a few
more steps back and fade into the background; joining that great cloud of witnesses in celebration
and praise, for those who were lost in a far country has come home to their true father who welcomes
them with arms outstretched and hands open wide.
As we partake of our communion meal on June 4th, let us with arms outstretched and hands open
wide, embrace all those fatherless children right here in this neighborhood where God has placed Asbury United Methodist Church, and let us escort them into the glorious presence of his Majesty, King
of Kings and Lord of Lords. This is my prayer for us on Father’s Day in Jesus’ name. Remember
that this Sunday marks the beginning of Pentecost. Amen.
Much Love in Christ,
Pastor Alice

Applications for the Barbara Dickerson Scholarship are
being accepted June 15, 2017. Application forms are
available through the Marvin Reep SS Class or contact
the church office.

Did you know?
You can give stocks
or bonds to the church
from your investment
portfolio? Speak with
your financial advisor
about the benefits and
tax implications.

MONDAY MORNING GATHERINGS
Don't forget that there is a gathering of Asbury members
and friends each Monday morning at 10:00 in the sanctuary
to hold the members of our congregation, their loved ones,
our church, and our community and world up in prayer. If
you have prayers that you would like to be included on the
prayer list, call the church office. There is also a group of
our members and friends who gather in the Ralph Mitchell
Sunday School class to crochet mats for the homeless on
Mondays immediately following our prayer time. Please
come and be a part of this time of ministry and serving one

Financial Update

WORSHIP

In the month of May, the offerings received totaled
$19,134. We received $400 in memorial funds for the
month of May. We also received $1,800 in contribution
Greeters
6/4: Anne Hemmerle & Ginger Mann from the Asbury Preschool. The current balance of the
6/11: Sonny & Judy Morris
General Fund is: $23,689.54. Let us all be faithful
6/18: Claire Boykin & Judy Morris
in giving of our tithes, talents, and time to our
6/25: Ruth Roberts & Gail Johnson
Lord and Savior.

BRING YOUR CHILDREN! Nursery is open Sunday
Mornings from 9:30 to 12:30 for all children age 4 and under.
Lay Readers
6/4: Willena Warren
6/11: Kathy Elkins
6/18: Chris Boyer
6/25: Diana Abernethy
Nursery Parents
6/4: Loretta Pulley
6/11: Judy Morris
6/18: Gail Johnson
6/25: Chris Boyer
Media System
6/4: Mason Pennuto
6/11: TBD
6/18: TBD
6/25: Mason Pennuto

Ushers
6/4: Jimmy Pulley, Don Utley,
John Knight, Sonny Morris
6/11: Denise Glymph, Ginger
Mann, Sharon Ellison, Gail
Johnson
6/18: Ruth Roberts, Margaret
Averette, Willena Warren,
Cookie Bell
6/25: John Elkins, Todd Herrington
Bobby Wingate, John Elkins

Acolytes
TBA

**Additional team members are needed on
our ministry teams for Urban Ministries,
Walltown Neighborhood Ministries, to serve
as acolytes (anyone), ushers, lay readers,
nursery workers, media team, and greeters.
If you have been considering joining one of
these ministry teams please contact the
church office for details.**
Joys and Concerns:

Mary Hooke Quashie, Robert L.
(“Bob”) Bromhal, Bobbi Alicia Pompey, Lena Elkins, Tracy Morris,
L.C. Meachum, Marie Robeson, Hank Woods, John Warren, Bart
Warren & Willena Warren, Janice Beeson, Wallace Beeson, Elbert
& Lois Wethington, Clarence Hill, Bill & Connie Simpson, Patsy
Hemmerle, Amy Edgerton, Dorothy Cox, Mary Hall, Benjamin Griffin, and Patricia White. We pray for grace, hope, and healing in
body, mind, and spirit and for all our unspoken prayer
requests.

WE ARE IN NEED OF PEOPLE
WILLING TO SERVE AS ACOLYTES.

(ANYONE CAN BE
A PART OF THIS TEAM!)

MISSION
Urban / Walltown Neighborhood Ministries

United Methodist Women

Assist with Walltown Food Pantry. Ministry opportunities

Asbury’s

include assisting with shopping and organizing food for
distribution.

Fran Boyd at franboyd@nc.rr.com for more information on
UMW or call the church office. We look forward to seeing
everyone!

Work

Please contact the church office if you would like to

UMW has a strong tradition of mission. Contact

serve with the Walltown Neighborhood Food Pantry in either
preparing the bags for distribution, or helping distribute the
bags on the fourth Thursday of every month.

Donate

Asbury is now collecting food items during office

hours and the third Sunday of each month for Walltown
Neighborhood Ministries. Keep up the good work. They
are in need of: pasta, dry milk, peanut butter,
canned meat and canned fruit and vegetables.

 CHANCEL CHOIR PRACTICE 
Practice Every Wednesday @ 7 pm

What is Pentecost?
Dr. Ray Pritchard
If you go back and read the Old Testament, you will
discover that Pentecost was one of the Jewish feast days. Only
they didn't call it Pentecost. That's the Greek name. The Jews
called it the Feast of Harvest or the Feast of Weeks. It is
mentioned five places in the first five books—in Exodus 23,
Exodus 24, Leviticus 16, Numbers 28, and Deuteronomy 16. It
was the celebration of the beginning of the early weeks of
harvest. In Palestine there were two harvests each year. The
early harvest came during the months of May and June; the
final harvest came in the Fall. Pentecost was the celebration of
the beginning of the early wheat harvest, which meant that
Pentecost always fell sometime during the middle of the
month of May or sometimes in early June.
There were several festivals, celebrations, or observances that took place before Pentecost.
There was Passover, there was Unleavened Bread, and there was the Feast of Firstfruits. The Feast
of Firstfruits was the celebration of the beginning of the barley harvest. Here's the way you
figured out the date of Pentecost. According to the Old Testament, you would go to the day of the
celebration of Firstfruits, and beginning with that day, you would count off 50 days. The fiftieth
day would be the Day of Pentecost. So Firstfruits is the beginning of the barley harvest and
Pentecost the celebration of the beginning of the wheat harvest. Since it was always 50 days after
Firstfruits, and since 50 days equals seven weeks, it always came a "week of weeks" later.
Therefore, they either called it the Feast of Harvest or the Feast of Weeks.
There are three things you need to know about Pentecost that will help you understand Acts 2.
1. Pentecost was a pilgrim festival. That meant that according to Jewish Law, all the adult
Jewish men would come from wherever they were living to Jerusalem and personally be in
attendance during this celebration.
2. Pentecost was a holiday. No servile work was to be done. School was out. The shops were
closed. It was party time.
3. There were certain celebrations and sacrifices and offerings which were prescribed in
the Law for the day of Pentecost. On Pentecost, the High Priest was to take two loaves of freshly
baked wheat bread and offer them before the Lord. The wheat bread was made from the newly
harvested wheat.
In short, Pentecost in the time of the Apostles was a great and grand harvest celebration. The
streets of Jerusalem were clogged with thousands of pilgrims who had come from every point of
the compass to celebrate the goodness of God and the bringing in of the wheat harvest.
Excerpted from "The P.U.I.H." from Keep Believing Ministries (used by permission).
DEADLINE : The deadline for
submitting information
for the newsletter
is the 15th of every month.

