
Upcoming Events 

Wednesday, August 2 

~ Chancel Choir Practice  

 at 7 pm (Resumes Every 

Wednesday) 

Sunday, August 6 

~ Preacher: Rev. Wes Neal 

Sermon ~ “Branches” 

~ Church and Community  

Response to Violence Forum – 

3-4:30 pm Trinity UMC 
Monday, August 7 

~ Prayer Time at 10:15 am in 

Sanctuary, & Mat Ministry in 

Ralph Mitchell SS Class (Every 

Monday 

Friday, August 11 

~ Hosting Sister to Sister Event 

with New Creation UMC  

for Corridor District,  

Fellowship Hall 

6:30-8:30 pm (refreshments) 

Sunday, August 13 
~ Preacher: Rev. Wes Neal 

10th Sunday after Pentecost 

Tuesday, August 15 

~ Church Council Mtg., 7 pm 

Sunday, August 20 

~ Preacher: Rev. Wes Neal 

Food Collection for WNM 

Sunday, August 27 

~ Preacher: Rev. Wes Neal 

~ Neal Family Fiji Presenta-

tion, 12:30 pm Fellowship Hall 

(covered dish meal) 

Fri. & Monday, Sept. 1 & 4 

~ Office Closed for Labor Day 
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Extraordinary Ordinary Time 

      It seems like our church tradition ran out 
of good names when it comes to this time of 
year.  Compared to the traditions and excite-
ment we associate with Advent, Christmas, 
Lent and Easter, this 5-6 month summer 
stretch is officially designated simply 
“Ordinary Time”. 

      In most years, that might be a good name for the long stretch of 
summer and fall, but this summer has been anything but an  
ordinary time for our family and for Asbury Church.    My family 
has put our worldly possessions on a ship and flown from the 
South Pacific.  You have said goodbye to Pastor Alice and started to 
welcome our family.  Jerusha and I have started two new jobs and 
enrolled our children in new schools.  We all have begun to wonder 
what God’s future looks like and hoped to begin to find the way. 

      In my first full week as your new pastor, I read a helpful article 
about the theological virtue of Hope.  Like faith and love (the other 
two virtues named in I Cor. 13:13), hope is essential to our  
life of faith.  But unlike the other two virtues, hope is not an easy 
thing to feel.  This is because hope begins when we experience the 
difference between what is and what should be.  To know real 
Christian hope, we have to begin with feeling the grief, the  
lost-ness, and the discouragement, which make hope necessary.  
Put simply, if everything was always as we wished it were, we 
would not need hope.  

      I want to suggest that this season of Ordinary Time should be a 
time for us to invest in hope as a church.  Not in the ordinary hopes 
that come with a new pastor, or a bump in worship attendance.  
                                       (Continued on Page 2) 
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MONDAY MORNING GATHERINGS 

      Don't forget that there is a gathering of Asbury members 

and friends each Monday morning from 10:15-10:30 in the 

sanctuary to hold the members of our congregation, their 

loved ones, our church, and our community and world up in 

prayer.  If you have prayer needs that you would like to be 

included on the prayer list, call the church office. There is 

also a group of our members and friends who gather in the 

Ralph Mitchell Sunday School class to crochet mats for the 

homeless on Mondays immediately following our prayer 

time. Please come and be a part of this time of ministry and  

serving one another in our neighborhood. 

EXTRAORDINARY ORDINARY TIME 
(Pastor’s article continued from page 1) 

      These hopes will ultimately disappoint.  We need to invest instead in the extraordinary 
hope that is grounded in the fact of the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.  The 
resurrection is the one true ground of our hope because it is built on what God does, not 
what we do. 

      So take some time during this ordinary time to do some extraordinary hoping. Stop 
and make a list of what you hope for in the life of Asbury Church. Push past the list of all 
the things that used to be, and do your best to look into the future to which God is calling 
us.  Now, once you have made this list, go through it a second time and reflect on how it 
feels to not have these hopes realized yet.  Then finally go through the list one more time 
and entrust your hopes to God. 

      What we know is this.  The future of Asbury Church is based on an unshakeable hope.  
Not because we have the right leaders, or because we have read the right books or know 
the right techniques, but because we worship a God of Resurrection.  What we don’t know 
is how the future will look (Romans 8:24-25).  So for this ordinary season, my new broth-
ers and sisters, let us hope with an extraordinary hope. 

 

Pastor Wes 

Did you know? 

You can give stocks  

or bonds to the church 

from your investment  

portfolio?  Speak with 

your financial advisor 

about the benefits and 

tax  implications.   

E-Giving is now available through our  

website. Please go to our website at  

www.asburyunitedmethodist.com/donate  

and follow the link. 

WE ARE IN NEED OF PEOPLE WILLING TO 

SERVE AS ACOLYTES, USHERS, MEDIA, LAY 

READERS & NURSERY WORKERS. 

(ANYONE CAN BE A PART OF THIS TEAM!) 



**Additional team members are needed on our 

ministry teams for Urban Ministries, Walltown 

Neighborhood Ministries, to serve as acolytes 

(anyone), ushers, lay readers, nursery workers, 

media team, and greeters. If you have been consid-

ering joining one of these ministry teams please 

contact the church office for details.** 

BRING YOUR CHILDREN! Nursery is open Sunday  
Mornings from 9:30 to 12:30 for all children age 4 and under. 

Urban / Walltown Neighborhood Ministries 

Assist with Walltown Food Pantry. Ministry opportunities 

include assisting with shopping and organizing food for 

distribution. 

 

Work  Please contact the church office if you would like to 

serve with the Walltown Neighborhood Food Pantry in either 

preparing the bags for distribution, or helping distribute the 

bags on the fourth Thursday of every month.  
 

 

Donate  Asbury is now collecting food items during office 

hours and the third Sunday of each month for Walltown 

Neighborhood Ministries.  Keep up the good work. They 

are in need of: pasta, dry milk, peanut butter, 

canned meat and canned fruit and vegetables. 

 

 

 United Methodist Women 

Asbury’s UMW has a strong tradition of mission. Contact   

Fran Boyd at franboyd@nc.rr.com for more information on 

UMW or call the church office. We look forward to seeing 

everyone! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Starting on Sunday, July 30, led by the UMW, our 

congregation will again begin packing shoeboxes for 

Armenia.  The shoeboxes and a detailed packing list 

will be available. The boxes will be collected through 

September 10 and will be blessed in the worship 

service on the 10th.   
  
  

 

 

Lay Readers 

8/6: Willena Warren 

8/13: Jack Dailey 

8/20: TBD 

8/27: Cookie Bell 
 

Nursery Parents 

8/6: Gail Johnson 

8/13: Teresa Knight 

8/20: Claire Boykin 

8/27: Ruth Roberts 
 

 

Media System   

8/6: Mason Pennuto 

8/13: Mason Pennuto 

8/20: Mason Pennuto 

8/27: Max Elkins 
 

 

Acolytes 

TBA 

 Greeters 

8/6: Anne Hemmerle & Ginger Mann  

8/13: Ruth Roberts & Gail Johnson  

8/20: Claire Boykin & Judy Morris 

8/27: Sonny & Judy Morris 

 
Ushers 
8/6:  Jimmy Pulley, Don Utley, 

John Knight, Sonny Morris 

8/13:  Ruth Roberts, Margaret 

Averette, Willena Warren,  

Cookie Bell 

8/20:  Denise Glymph, Ginger  

Mann, Sharon Ellison, Gail  

Johnson 

8/27: John Elkins, Todd Herrington 

Bobby Wingate, John Elkins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 CHANCEL CHOIR PRACTICE   

Practice Every Wednesday @ 7 pm 

Starting Wednesday, August 2 

WORSHIP 

Joys and Concerns:  Family of Eric Annang, Mary 

Hooke Quashie, Bob Bromhal, Joe Boykin, Bobbi Alicia Pompey, 

Lena Elkins, Tracy Morris, L.C. Meachum, Marie Robeson, Hank 

Woods, John, & Willena Warren, Janice Beeson, Wallace Beeson, 

Elbert & Lois Wethington, Clarence Hill, Bill & Connie Simpson, 

Patsy Hemmerle, Amy Edgerton, and Isaiah (young homeless man). 

We pray for grace, hope, and healing in body, mind, and spirit and 

for all our unspoken prayer requests. 

Financial Update 

In the month of July, the offerings received totaled 

$27,137. We received $25 in memorial funds for the 

month of July. We also received $11,800 in contribu-

tions from the Asbury Preschool. The current balance of 

the General Fund is: $9,639.26. We have paid a  

total of $9,176 to our 2017 apportionments. Let 

us all be faithful in giving of our tithes, talents, 

and time to our Lord and Savior.  

MISSION 

 

DEADLINE : The deadline for  
submitting information  

for the newsletter  
is the 15th of every month. 



NOTE FROM OUR MINISTER OF MUSIC   
    In his first sermon, Pastor Wes drew our attention to the topic of Christian Hope.  How 
do we hope and not be discouraged?  He reminded us that it is ok to feel discouragement 
and grief, for without these things hope would not exist.  This thought-provoking state-

ment reminded me of a very familiar hymn, “My Hope is Built” for which the text reads: 

 My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.  I dare note trust the sweet-
est frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name.  refrain: On Christ the solid rock I stand, all other 
ground is sinking sand. 

 When darkness veils His lovely face, I rest on His unchanging grace; In every high and stormy 
gale, My anchor holds within the veil (refrain) 

 His oath, His covenant, His blood, Support me in the whelming flood; When all around my soul 
gives way, He then is all my hope and stay (refrain) 

 When He shall come with trumpet sound, Oh, may I then in Him be found; In Him, my  
righteousness, alone, Faultless to stand before the throne (refrain) 

      This hymn was written by Edward Mote, a man with no religious training and originally trained 
to be a cabinetmaker, later in life also becoming a minister.  He felt that he should write a hymn 
about the “Gracious Experience of a Christian”, and out of his ink flowed the words to My Hope is 
Built.  The hymn speaks to the parable of building a house on a rock and it reminds us that Christ is 
our rock.  If our hope is founded on Jesus’ ultimate sacrifice then we will truly find what it is God is 
calling us to do. 

I encourage you to print the above text and sing it (yes, out loud!)  every day for the next month, 
committing it to memory and contemplating what it means to walk through life, in all its joys and 
sorrows placing your hope on a solid rock:  Christ.  As the hymn recalls, Christ supports us in the 
flood, no matter how high the storm gets, place our hope in Him!  “…all other ground is sinking 
sand”. 

Blessings, Jeff 

I Praise You for What Is Yet To Be 
 
Wondrous Worker of Wonders, 
I praise you 
not for what has been, 
 0r for what is, 
  but for what is yet to be, 
for you are gracious beyond all telling of it. 
 
I praise you 
that out of the turbulence of my life 
 a kingdom is coming 
  is being shaped even now 
   out of my slivers of loving, 
    my bits of trusting 
    my sprigs of hoping, 
    my drips of crying 
    my smidgens of worshipping; 
 
 
 
 

that out of my songs and struggles, 
 out of my griefs and triumphs, 
  I am gathered up and saved, 
for you are gracious beyond all telling of it. 
 
I praise you 
that you turn me loose 
 to go with you to the edge of now and 
maybe, 
  to welcome the new, 
   to see my possibilities, 
    to accept my limits, 
and yet to begin living to the limit 
 of passion and compassion 
  until 
   released by joy 
I uncurl to other people 
 and to your kingdom coming 
for you are gracious beyond all telling of it. 
 
 Ted Loder, Guerillas of Grace 
 With thanks to the Corridor District Office 


