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Asbury in Ministry
Growing in grace and thankful for it!

“LENT FOR OTHERS”
“Is this not the fast that I choose, to loose the bonds of injustice,
to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to
break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,
and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see them
naked to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin?”
– Isaiah 58:6-7
Ask most people what they know about the season of Lent in the
church calendar, and they will likely say that Lent is a time to fast. The
words “Lenten fast” seem to go together in our minds like “Advent”
and “wreath”, or “Easter” and “egg”.
Ask people to explain one step further and they will likely tell you
that Lent is a time to fast from meat on Fridays (if they are Catholic) or
a time to give up some luxury we are accustomed to (like desserts, or the
morning coffee treat, or, God forbid, chocolate). Whatever they tell you
to give up, they would also likely tell you, in keeping with Jesus teaching
in Matthew 6:17, that fasting is something between you and God.
But when Isaiah the prophet speaks of the fast that God would
choose for us, he points in a different direction. The fast that God
would choose – according to the passage quoted above - is not between
us and God, but between us and our neighbor. The fast that God
would choose, Isaiah preaches, requires us to give up privilege and to
share. This fast requires us to stop benefiting from our neighbors’
trouble – to take steps to undo the bonds and ties that keep our
neighbors down. This fast requires us to take what we assume to be
ours – food, home, clothes – and share them people who we might
rather not acknowledge that we have some responsibility for.
(Continued on page 2)

Upcoming Events
The Season of Lent
Sunday, February 11
~ Confirmation Begins
Wednesday, Feb. 14
~ Ash Wednesday: 5:30 Soup
Supper; 6:30 Worship
Saturday, Feb. 17
~ Rise Against Hunger
Mission Project

Sunday, Feb. 18
~ “Why Jesus?” Sermon Series
Begins
Wednesday, Feb. 21
~ Lenten Luncheon Series
Begins
Sunday, Feb. 25
~ Confirmation Retreat w/
Rev. Shuler to Preach
Sunday, March 4
~ “Near the Cross” Cantata in
Worship
Sunday, March 11
~ “Why Jesus?” Sermon Series
Concludes
Sunday, March 18
~ Confirmation Sunday with
Celebration Meal
Monday, March 19
~ UMW meets at 6 pm

Sunday, March 25
~ “Bennett College Choir in
Worship & CROPWALK
at 1:30 pm; Afternoon
Concert at 4 pm
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“LENT FOR OTHERS”
(Pastor’s article continued from page 1)
This may require some imagination, but read through the Isaiah passage again with careful
attention to what it might call forth from us today. What would it mean to lay aside some
privilege that your neighbor does not have? What would it mean to fast from being in control, or
even being right? What would it mean to share your bread, and your house with those who God
says are your kin?
As you think about this Lent at Asbury Church, let your fast be between you and your
neighbor. What better way could there be to get ready for Holy Week?

Pastor Wes

Missions This Month
Our focus event for February will be the Rise Against Hunger food packing event on Saturday,
February 17. On this day, our Confirmation youth and families will be helping pack emergency
food supplies for crisis areas around the world.
We will be taking a special offering in worship on February 11 to raise $500 in support of this
project.
This month, we will begin our preparations for the 2018 CROPWALK as well. You are invited
to walk this year, to help sponsor someone who will be walking this year, or to help provide
hospitality at a refreshment tent in our parking lot.
Music Notes:
On February 18th, Teresa Meriwether will join us as guest cellist.
Join us on Sunday, March 4 for our choir cantata, Near the Cross by Lloyd
Larson. Three beloved hymns frame the work: Near the Cross reassures us as we journey
in the shadow of the cross; Beneath the Cross of Jesus calls us to bear witness once again to
Christ's passion; and I Will Sing of My Redeemer unites us as Christians to affirm our faith in the
Christ of the cross.
 If you would like to join Asbury's Choir, please contact Kim Philpott. The choir rehearses
every Wednesday evening at 7pm in the choir room.

Financial Update

WORSHIP
BRING YOUR CHILDREN! Nursery is open Sunday
Mornings from 9:30 to 12:30 for all children age 4 and under.
Lay Readers
2/4: Diana Abernethy
2/11: Jack Dailey
2/18: Cookie Bell
2/25: Mary Ann Dotson
Nursery Parents
2/4: Ruth Roberts
2/11: Cookie Bell
2/18: Loretta Pulley
2/25: Judy Morris
Acolytes
TBA

Greeters
2/4: Ruth Roberts & Gail Johnson
2/11: Sonny & Judy Morris
2/18: Connie Simpson & Chris Boyer
2/25: Claire Boykin & Connie
Simpson
Ushers
2/4: Jimmy Pulley, Don Utley,
John Knight, Sonny Morris
2/11: Ruth Roberts, Margaret
Averett, Willena Warren,
Cookie Bell
2/18: John Elkins, Hank Woods,
Todd Herrington, Bobby Wingate
2/25: Ruth Roberts, Margaret
Averett, Willena Warren, Cookie Bell

In the month of December, the offerings received
totaled 15,540. We have received a total of $70 for memorials. We also received $1,800 in contributions from
the Asbury Preschool. The current balance in the General Fund is: $5,926.22. We have paid a total of $0
to our 2018 apportionments. Let us all be faithful in giving of our tithes, talents, and time to
our Lord and Savior.

**Additional team members are needed on our
ministry teams for Walltown Neighborhood Ministries, to serve as acolytes (anyone), ushers, lay
readers, nursery workers, media team, and greeters. If you have been considering joining one of
these ministry teams please contact the church office for details.**
Joys and Concerns: Mary Hooke Quashie, Joe Boykin,

 CHOIR PRACTICE 
Please come join us on Wednesdays at
7 pm. Contact Kim for more information!

Linda & Tommy Hunt, Lena Elkins, L.C. Meachum, Marie
Robeson, Hank Woods, John, & Willena Warren, Janice Beeson,
Wallace Beeson, Elbert & Lois Wethington, Bill & Connie
Simpson, Patsy Hemmerle, and Amy Edgerton. We pray for grace,
hope, and healing in body, mind, and spirit and for all our
unspoken prayer requests.

MINISTRIES
Walltown Neighborhood Ministries

United Methodist Women

Asbury’s UMW has
Assist with Walltown Food Pantry. Ministry
opportunities include assisting with shopping
and organizing food for distribution.

Work

Fran Boyd at franboyd@nc.rr.com for more information on
UMW or call the church office. We look forward to seeing
everyone at our next meeting, March 19 at 6 pm.

Please contact the church office if you

would like to serve with the Walltown Neighborhood Food
Pantry in either preparing the bags for distribution, or helping
distribute the bags on the fourth Thursday of every month.

Donate

a strong tradition of mission. Contact

Asbury is now collecting food items during office

hours and the third Sunday of each month for Walltown
Neighborhood Ministries. Keep up the good work. They
are in need of: pasta, dry milk, peanut butter,
canned meat and canned fruit and vegetables.

ANNOUNCEMENT!
Asbury UMC is excited to
announce we have started
a new Sunday School class for elementaryaged kids. The class begins at 9:45 am.
Bring your children, grandchildren, and
invite children in your neighborhood!

LENTEN CALENDAR

Ash Wednesday Worship — Wednesday, February 14, 6:30 pm. Soup
supper at 5:30 in fellowship hall - please bring a pot of soup to
share. Worship and imposition of ashes to follow.
Lenten Lunch Speaker Series — Each Wednesday, February 21March 21, 12-1 pm. Each week, a speaker will share a reflection
as we share a simple meal afterward.
Easter Cantata, Sunday, March 4 — Near the Cross by Lloyd
Larson. Three beloved hymns frame the work: Near the
Cross reassures us as we journey in the shadow of the
cross; Beneath the Cross of Jesus calls us to bear witness once
again to Christ's passion; and I Will Sing of My Redeemer unites
us as Christians to affirm our faith in the Christ of the
cross. Come to our 11 am worship service as we celebrate
Easter.

Confirmation Sunday, March 18, 11:00 am. Covered Dish Supper
to follow in the Fellowship Hall

Palm Sunday, March 25
Bennett College Choir will be with on in Worship
at 11:00 am. Afternoon community concert at 4:00 pm.

Sunday, March 25 — CROPWALK to start at 1:30 at Duke
Chapel. Volunteers needed to walk, to sponsor walkers,
and to assist at a refreshment station in our parking lot.

