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Asbury in Ministry
Growing in grace and thankful for it!

Upcoming Events

“Making Plans”

The Season of Epiphany

“Pay attention, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will
go to such-and-such a town. We will stay there a year, buying and
selling and making a profit.” You don’t really know about tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for only a
short while before it vanishes. Here’s what you ought to say: “If the
Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.” - James 4:13-15 (CEB)
I’ve got big plans for this coming year. By the end of this year, I
am planning to have three small group Bible study meetings in the
neighborhoods near Asbury. I am planning to have enough of a connection with kids and families in our community to have a children’s
choir sing in worship. I am planning to have a mission team engaged in
work outside of our church building on a monthly basis. I am planning,
also, to have a dog who knows how to come when she is off leash and
there is a squirrel in a tree nearby.
But when I look back over the year gone by, I realize that I had
big plans last year too! One year ago, I had never heard of Asbury
UMC and I had never been to North Carolina. I was living in the middle of the Pacific Ocean, and my plans were built around training a
group of trainers to teach community based trauma counseling in Fijian,
and to take a new approach to the Church Administration and Management course I was teaching.
(Continued on page 2)

Monday, January 1
~ Office Closed (Limited hours
through January 4th)

Sunday, January 7
~ Renewal of Baptism Vows
~ Choir/Music Ministry Meet &
Greet with Kim Philpott at
Pomodoro’s after worship

Sunday, January 14
~ 2nd Sunday after Epiphany
Monday, Jan. 15
~ Office Closed
Unity March & Rally, 10:30 am
At First Presbyterian Church
Tuesday, Jan. 16, 7 pm
~ Church Council Meeting
Saturday, January 20, 9 am
~ January Mission Project;
Open Door UMC
Sunday, January 21
~ New Sermon Series Begins:
The Heart of Worship
Guest Speaker: Dr. Lester Ruth
Sunday, January 28
~ Sermon Series continues:
The Heart of Worship
Sunday, February 4
~ Sermon Series continues:
The Heart of Worship
Sunday, February 11
~ Transfiguration Sunday
Wednesday, Feb. 14
~ Ash Wednesday
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“Making Plans”
(Pastor’s article continued from page 1)
“Man plans and God laughs” goes an old Yiddish
proverb (and this applies to women as well!). We make plans,
and it is important that we do so. God uses our planning and
our practices of hope to build a future. As a spiritual director taught me some years ago, it is
helpful to ask God every day in prayer, “what do you want me to do today?”
And yet, as we make our big plans, it is right for us to bear the words of James in our
heart. We should start our future planning speeches with the words “If the Lord wills”. If James
were writing today, he might put it this way: we have big plans, but God has bigger plans.
My prayer for Asbury Church this year is not that my big plans would be fulfilled, but that
God’s bigger plans would take shape in our life and for our neighbors. Please join me this year in
praying “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done” with Asbury Church in mind.

Pastor Wes

Missions This Month
 Unity March & Rally, Monday Jan. 15, at 10:30 am (The March will begin at the NC Mutual Life
Ins. Co. 411 West Chapel Hill Street, Durham, NC 27701 and conclude at First Presbyterian Church,
305 E. Main Street. The Rally will begin immediately after the March.)


January Mission Project, Saturday, Jan. 20, at 9 am—2 pm (Meet at Asbury at 9 am to help our sister church
in Raleigh invite their neighbors to the launch of Open Door UMC)



UMW, Monday, January 22, at 6 pm (Our United Methodist Women will meet at 6 pm at Pomodoro’s for our
first meeting of 2018. All our ladies are invited and encouraged to attend.)

THANK YOU!
The staff of Asbury UMC extends a heartfelt thank you
to the members and friends of Asbury for the Love
Offering received for Christmas.

Wes, Marie, Tommie, and Felecia

Financial Update

WORSHIP
BRING YOUR CHILDREN! Nursery is open Sunday
Mornings from 9:30 to 12:30 for all children age 4 and under.
Lay Readers
1/7: Jack Dailey
1/14: Denise Glymph
1/21: Diana Abernethy
1/28: Kathy Elkins
Nursery Parents
1/7: Faye Meachum
1/14: Tracy Pennuto
1/21: Ashleigh Dippolito
1/28: Sharon Ellison
Acolytes
TBA

Greeters
1/7: Ruth Roberts & Gail Johnson
1/14: Sonny & Judy Morris
1/21: Connie Simpson & Chris Boyer
1/28: Claire Boykin & Connie
Simpson
Ushers
1/7: Jimmy Pulley, Don Utley,
John Knight, Sonny Morris
1/14: Ruth Roberts, Margaret
Averette, Willena Warren,
Cookie Bell
1/21: John Elkins, Hank Woods,
Todd Herrington, Bobby Wingate
1/28: Ruth Roberts, Margaret
Averett, Willena Warren, Cookie Bell

In the month of December, the offerings received
totaled 14,827. We have received a total of $770 for
memorials. We also received $1,800 in contributions
from the Asbury Preschool. The current balance in the
General Fund is: $8,147.09. We have paid a total of
$25,420 to our 2017 apportionments. Let us all
be faithful in giving of our tithes, talents, and
time to our Lord and Savior.

**Additional team members are needed on our
ministry teams for Urban Ministries, Walltown
Neighborhood Ministries, to serve as acolytes
(anyone), ushers, lay readers, nursery workers,
media team, and greeters. If you have been considering joining one of these ministry teams please
contact the church office for details.**
Joys and Concerns: Mary Hooke Quashie, Joe Boykin,
Linda & Tommy Hunt, Lena Elkins, L.C. Meachum, Marie Robeson, Hank Woods, John, & Willena Warren, Janice Beeson, Wallace
Beeson, Elbert & Lois Wethington, Bill & Connie Simpson, Patsy
Hemmerle, and Amy Edgerton. We pray for grace, hope, and healing
in body, mind, and spirit and for all our unspoken prayer requests.

DEADLINE : The deadline for
submitting information
for the newsletter
is the 15th of every month.

MISSION
Walltown Neighborhood Ministries

United Methodist Women

Asbury’s
Assist with Walltown Food Pantry. Ministry
opportunities include assisting with shopping
and organizing food for distribution.

Work

Please contact the church office if you

would like to serve with the Walltown Neighborhood Food
Pantry in either preparing the bags for distribution, or helping
distribute the bags on the fourth Thursday of every month.

Donate

UMW has a strong tradition of mission. Contact

Fran Boyd at franboyd@nc.rr.com for more information on
UMW or call the church office. We look forward to seeing
everyone at our next meeting, January 22 at Pomodoro’s at
6 pm.

 CHOIR PRACTICE 
Will resume in the New Year!
Please come join us!

Asbury is now collecting food items during office

hours and the third Sunday of each month for Walltown
Neighborhood Ministries. Keep up the good work. They
are in need of: pasta, dry milk, peanut butter,
canned meat and canned fruit and vegetables.

WE ARE IN NEED OF PEOPLE WILLING
TO SERVE AS ACOLYTES, USHERS,
MEDIA, LAY READERS & NURSERY
WORKERS. (ANYONE CAN BE
A PART OF THESE TEAMS!)

Welcome Kim!
As this new year of ministry begins, we have a reason to celebrate. As of our
Christmas Eve service, we have had the privilege of welcoming Mrs. Kim Philpott
as our new Minister of Music.
Mrs. Philpott is a pianist, vocalist, and music director who has lived and
worked in Durham for a number of years. She is been married to her husband Matt for 10 years,
and they have two daughters, Maddie and Audrey . Kim has served as Director of Music in Methodist Churches in our area since 2001, including at Epworth UMC for 11 years, and most recently at St.
Luke’s UMC in Sanford. Her experience is varied and includes adult choirs, youth choirs, children’s
choirs, instrumentalists, handbells, preschool music classes and various worship ensembles.
She is a graduate of Lander University in her native South Carolina, and has a Masters degree
in Music Performance from the University of North Carolina – Greensboro. In addition to her work
at Asbury UMC, Kim has a private music studio where she instructs students of all ages in piano and
singing (visit www.kimphilpottmusic.weebly.com)
We could not be more blessed than we are in Kim joining our ministry team. Please take a
moment to share a personal word of welcome with Kim and her family.

A Word from Mary Elizabeth Hooke Quashie
Greetings and Happy New Year to my dear Asbury family! I wanted to take
a moment to express my sincere gratitude to you all for your continued love, notes of
encouragement, prayers, and gifts of support in this new phase of ministry for me as a
Global Mission Fellow in Mokpo, South Korea. A new year brings great excitement for
the youth and women with whom I work.
This year we will be launching in full force a new service-learning initiative that focuses on
growing the students' capacity as servant leaders, engaging meaningfully with their local
community as they learn about the broader field of social justice and human rights. I am thrilled to
be serving in this capacity, and I thank you for being a part of this mission together with me.
I look forward to discovering what God has in store, and sharing more with you all about His
hands at work here in Korea. Marc and I are keeping you in our prayers always, and we would love
to hear from you from time to time, to be able to share with you in your burdens and your joys
during this pivotal time for our church community.
You can reach us by email at equashie@umcmission.org or at our mailing address:
Yettrang Academy
c/o Mary Elizabeth Quashie
411-48 Wangsan-ro Samhyang-eup
Muan-goon, Jeonnam 58559
S. Korea
May you continue to be blessed to be a blessing!
In God's love,
Mary Elizabeth

