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Asbury in Ministry
Growing in grace and thankful for it!

Upcoming Events
Wednesday, February 1
~ Chancel Choir Practice
at 7 pm (Every Wednesday )

Sunday, February 5
~ Preacher: Rev. Alice Davis
5th Sunday after Epiphany

HAPPY NEW YEAR BLESSINGS

Monday, February 6

And

Welcome to the Month of Love
Greetings Church Family and Friends:
When I saw this image I could not help but think of the power of
God to change things in a twinkling of an eye. In 2017 I believe God will
make some new changes for us that will last a lifetime. I believe this
because each brand new year comes with new hope, new possibilities, and
new ways of embracing the future. I am reminded of what the Prophet
Jeremiah 29:11 says: “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the
Lord, “plans to prosper you and not harm you, plans to give you a hope
and a future.”
Friends, this is a gracious act of God to those who are faithful in a
few things. God has promised us a wonderful and expected end of fear
as we embrace our life of faith and genuine love. In this article, most
importantly this scripture, God is telling us that our future is bright and
not over; that there are better days ahead if we place our faith in God’s
ability to do exceedingly, abundantly all we could ask or think.

~ Prayer Time at 10 am in
Sanctuary, followed by Mat
Ministry in Ralph Mitchell SS
Class (Every Monday)
~ Grand Sweep Bible Study at 6
pm in Ralph Mitchell SS Class
(Every Monday)

Sunday, February 12
~ Preacher: Rev. Alice Davis
6th Sunday after Epiphany

Tuesday, February 14
~ Finance Meeting at 7 pm

Sunday, February 19
~ Preacher: Rev. Alice Davis
7th Sunday after Epiphany
Day

Sunday, February 26
~ Preacher: Rev. Alice Davis
Transfiguration Sunday

Many blessings of love, faith, and hope, Pastor Alice
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Formation of The United Methodist Church (continued)
Reconstruction, Prosperity, and New Issues (1866–1913)
The Civil War dealt an especially harsh blow to The Methodist Episcopal Church, South. Its
membership fell to two-thirds its pre-war strength. Many of its churches lay in ruins or
were seriously damaged. A number of its clergy had been killed or wounded in the conflict.
Its educational, publishing, and missionary programs had been disrupted. Yet new vitality stirred among
southern Methodists, and over the next fifty years its membership grew fourfold to more than two million.
The African American membership of The Methodist Episcopal Church, South, had declined significantly
during and after the war. In 1870 its General Conference voted to transfer all of its remaining African
American constituency to a new church. The Colored Methodist Episcopal Church (now called The Christian Methodist Episcopal Church) was the product of this decision.
It was during this period that Alejo Hernandez became the first ordained Hispanic preacher in Methodism, although Benigno Cardenas had preached the Methodist message in Spanish in Santa Fe, New Mexico,
as early as 1853.
The Methodist Episcopal Church did not suffer as harshly as southern Methodism did during the war.
By the late 1860s it was on the verge of major gains in membership and new vigor in its program. Between
1865 and 1913 its membership also registered a 400 percent increase to about four million. Methodist
Protestants, United Brethren, and Evangelicals experienced similar growth. Church property values soared,
and affluence reflected generally prosperous times for the churches. Sunday schools remained strong and
active. Publishing houses maintained ambitious programs to furnish their memberships with literature.
Higher educational standards for the clergy were cultivated, and theological seminaries were founded.
Mission work, both home and overseas, was high on the agendas of the churches. Home mission programs sought to Christianize the city as well as the Native American. Missionaries established schools for
former slaves and their children. Missions overseas were effective in Asia, Europe, Africa, and Latin America. Women formed missionaries societies that educated, recruited, and raised funds for these endeavors.
Missionaries like Isabella Thoburn, Susan Bauernfeind, and Harriett Brittan, and administrators like Bell
Harris Bennett and Lucy Rider Meyer, motivated thousands of church women to support home and foreign
missions.
Did you know?
You
can
give
stocks
or bonds to the church from your
investment portfolio? Speak with
your financial advisor about
the
benefits
and
tax
implications.

More to come . . .
E-Giving is now available through our website. Please go to our website at
www.asburyunitedmethodist.com/donate
and follow the link.

MONDAY MORNING GATHERINGS

Let us not love
in word or talk
but in deed and in
truth

Don't forget that there is a gathering of Asbury members and
friends each Monday morning at 10:00 in the sanctuary to hold
the members of our congregation, their loved ones, our church,
and our community and world up in prayer. If you have prayers
that you would like to be included on the prayer list, call the
church office. There is also a group of our members and friends
who gather in the Ralph Mitchell Sunday School class to crochet
mats for the homeless on Mondays immediately following our
prayer time. Please come and be a part of this time of ministry
and serving one another in our neighborhood.

Financial Update

WORSHIP
BRING YOUR CHILDREN! Nursery is open Sunday
Mornings from 9:30 to 12:30 for all children age 4 and under.
Lay Readers
2/5: Mary Lou Johnson
2/12: Jack Dailey
2/19: Diana Abernethy
2/26: Fred Davis
Nursery Parents
2/5: TBD
2/12: Ruth Roberts
2/19: Loretta Pulley
2/26: Jennifer Salamh
Media System
2/5: TBD
2/12: Mason Pennuto
2/19: Max Elkins
2/26: Mason Pennuto

Greeters
2/5: Sonny & Judy Morris
2/12: Ruth Roberts & Margaret
Averett
2/19: Patsy & Anne Hemmerle
2/26: Randy & Cookie Bell
Ushers
2/5: Jimmy Pulley, Don Utley,
John Knight, Sonny Morris
2/12: Gail Johnson, Denise Glymph,
Ginger Mann, Sharon Ellison
2/19: Bobby Wingate, Jack Dailey,
Todd Herrington, Clarence Hill
2/26: Cookie Bell, Ruth Roberts,
Margaret Averette, Willena Warren

Acolytes
TBA

In the month of January, the offerings received totaled
$21,976. We received $0 in memorial funds for the
month of January. We also received $1,800 in contribution from the Asbury Preschool. The current balance
of the General Fund is: $11,567. Let us all be faithful in giving of our tithes, talents, and time to
our Lord and Savior.

**Additional team members are needed on
our ministry teams for Urban Ministries,
Walltown Neighborhood Ministries, to serve
as acolytes (anyone), ushers, lay readers,
nursery workers, media team, and greeters.
If you have been considering joining one of
these ministry teams please contact the
church office for details.**
Joys and Concerns:

Bobbi Alicia Pompey, Lena
Elkins, Tracy Morris, L.C. Meachum, Marie Robeson, Martha
Riley, Elbert Wethington, Joe Boykin, Hank Woods, John &
Bart Warren, Janie Lampley, Jean Vickers, Clara Bobbitt,
Alda Chalmers, Arnetta Herrington, Margaret Grady, Tommy
& Linda Hunt, Janice Beeson, Wallace Beeson, Marie Kinney,
Diane Farrell, Bill & Connie Simpson, Patsy Hemmerle, Amy
Edgerton, Ruth Gentry, and all our unspoken requests.

WE ARE IN NEED OF PEOPLE
WILLING TO SERVE AS ACOLYTES.

(ANYONE CAN BE
A PART OF THIS TEAM!)

MISSION
Urban / Walltown Neighborhood Ministries

Prepare

and serve breakfast the third Sunday of each

United Methodist Women

Asbury’s

UMW has a strong tradition of mission. Contact

month. Meet at Asbury parking lot 7:30am. Contact the
church office for more information.

Fran Boyd at franboyd@nc.rr.com for more information on
UMW or call the church office.

Work

The

in the food pantry at Urban Ministries the first

Asbury UMW purchased and has helped to fill 100

Tuesday of each month 9:30-11 am has been suspended for
now. Please contact the church office if you would like to serve
with the Walltown Neighborhood Food Pantry.

insolated lunch bags to be given to Duke students to invite
them to be a part of our fellowship.

Donate

Donate candy or other small gifts to fill the mugs given to

socks,

& men’s clothing to Urban Ministries.

Asbury is now collecting food items during office hours and
the third Sunday of each month for Walltown Neighborhood
Ministries. Keep up the good work. They are in need
of: pasta, dry milk, peanut butter, canned meat and
canned fruit and vegetables.

Mug Ministry
first-time visitors every Sunday. Please bring donations to
the Ralph Mitchell Class Room.

 CHANCEL CHOIR PRACTICE 
Practice Every Wednesday @ 7 pm

