


From Our Senior Pastor
I often find myself pressing toward the next project, rarely looking back to  
celebrate what has been accomplished. Recently, I reflected on Grace Point’s  
ministry year 2017-18, and am truly encouraged at what God did among us:

• 10 baptisms!

• Greg Shelton joined us as our new Youth Pastor

• Around 2,000 people attended One Winter Night on December 8

•  We explored the roots of our faith at Walk Thru the Old Testament in January,  
and the church-wide small group experience God’s Grand Story 

•  We created a new Café, dedicating space to promote missions and relationship connections

•  God provided a financial gift to update the Children’s Wing, which we prayerfully hope to 
complete by ministry launch this fall

•  With RightNow Media everyone in our church family now has online access to children’s 
videos, small group teaching, and leadership training 

•  Staff improved our guest follow-up and introduced a Next Steps area to make it easier  
to get involved in the life of the church

•  In countless ways God is changing hearts, as evidenced through after-service prayers and 
other conversations

• We ended the fiscal year with the largest surplus in recent history

Let’s praise God for the way He is working among us, and thank Him for providing resources  
to pursue His purposes! Here are some notable things you can expect in the year to come:

• Increased opportunities for small group involvement

• A new database which will improve our communication

• More updates to our facility

• More Gospel mobilization into our community, county, and beyond

I have been praying for some time now that God would do something so big among us that only  
He could get the credit. That thought is a little scary but also very exciting. Looking forward  
to celebrating with you what He does in the year to come!

In Christ, 

—Dave



The Power of Prayer 
                 and an OPen Seat

During my formative years, I was raised in Catholicism. Both of my parents 
followed all the rules and tried to instill in me to do the same, but Catholic school 
taught me to fear God. In 9th grade, being of the age to weigh and evaluate deci-
sions, I had my last confession with a priest, telling him that I didn’t believe in that 
religion any more. I’d become negative toward religion and did not have Christ in 
my life, but always believed in and felt a close connection with God. Several times  
a day I would, and still do, speak to God, thank Him, and ask for guidance.

One day while working in my yard, I called out to a neighbor’s son, who came 
over to introduce himself. This began my introduction to Grace Point and the mean-

ing of Christ. God had His Divine Intervention through prayer at a time when my heart 
and soul were ready and in need. As the neighbor’s son prayed for me, three separate times 

I felt a freeness and peace which I later learned was the Holy Spirit within me. He said if I wanted to 
attend a Grace Point service, he and his wife would keep an open seat next to them.

Since the first day I walked into Grace Point, I felt welcomed, included, and not judged. I’d never known a  
religion/church could provide such a feeling of warmth, or that a service could be so open, accepting, meaningful, 
and thought-provoking. I grew over time, feeling more and more transformed emotionally and spiritually, so that  
I opened my heart and soul to Christ.

Now knowing Christ fills me with the desire and need to know more, attend service 
regularly, participate in church groups, as well as to try to find a purpose every day.  
I’m looking forward to volunteering to work with the kids and other ministries.  
Each day I’m trying to be more aware of bringing joy to others.

Becoming united with Christ has given me an inner peacefulness and joy 
which I don’t know I’ve ever experienced outside of communing with nature.  
I am thankful to God for all my blessings. This is how I wish to live my life, and  
in any way possible provide this to others. A spiritual awareness is now with  
me daily to seek opportunities to enrich others’ lives and be a light and salt  
in this earth for Him.

—Kathi Quinn

ReVision
For over six months Grace Point elders and staff have been asking for God’s guidance in updating  

our ministry focus for the next 3-5 years. This ReVision process included a church-wide survey, the expert  
guidance of consultants experienced with crafting vision, and many hours spent in prayer and discussion.  
The result is our updated vision statement:

Building bridges for life change through Christ
Bridges exist to span gaps that exist between people. There’s no greater gap than the one between our 

Creator and human beings – a deep gap as a result of our sin that offends a holy God. But thank God for the 
inexpressible gift of Jesus Christ, who bridged the gap and deposited righteousness into our accounts in place 
of condemnation!

And now, we have the privilege of building bridges to help the lost discover the ultimate Bridge, Who is Christ!

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us.  
We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  —2 Corinthians 5:20

This is bridge-building language! Ambassadors bridge gaps between peoples who have different languages 
and cultures. And Grace Point has the opportunity to introduce people to Christ in the four regions of  
influence found in Acts 1:8! Staff has prayerfully identified strategies in each of these regions:

STRATEGY 1 for Newtown (our Jerusalem): Create a culture of belonging

STRATEGY 2 for Lower Bucks County (Judea): Multiply impact in our region through church partnerships

STRATEGY 3 for Urban Culture (Samaria): Engage our people in urban ministry

STRATEGY 4 for the Ends of the Earth: Mobilize our people for global relationships 

In the months and years to come, there will be many opportunities to build bridges through Grace Point 
ministries, as well as in your own personal spheres of influence. Let’s pray together that God reaches and grows 
hundreds of people in Christ as a result of the bridges that are built!



GP StudentS
What an amazing year 2017-2018 has been for Grace Point Students!  My first day as 

the Youth Pastor here at Grace Point I headed off to Harvey Cedars with our junior high 
students, and 45 minutes into the drive the bus broke down!  But the Lord turned that 
into a time for me to get to know the students and leaders and set a great tone for the 
rest of camp, where three students accepted Jesus as their savior!

As the ministry year started, our Sunday mornings and Thursday Night Live or TNL 
quickly out grew the seating, so we ended up revamping the seating for the student cen-
ter!  We’ve had a lot of fun events like blacklight dodgeball, snow day game days, retreats, 
and a Super Bowl party (which was hard for me to watch).  We also had time serving together 
by packing shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child and helping paint the children’s wing. 

As the Youth Pastor, it is my goal to help support parents disciple their students.  To that end, 
we had our first parent panel, during which parents were able to come together for some teaching and a time of prayer.  
Several parents approached me afterwards to tell me how great it was to just be with other parents who are dealing 
with the same issues and to learn and pray together. 

We had a great year at Thursday Night Live, our weekly student program.  We’ve played a lot of fun games, our 
student band, with the help of Darrell Benjamin (our worship leader), led us in some awesome worship, and we had 
some intense sword drills (bible quizzes)!  

As TNL grew throughout the year, the leadership team and I prayed and talked about how we could better reach 
the students of Bucks County, and the result of that prayer and discussion is we are MOVING Thursday Night Live to 
SUNDAYS starting September 16, 2018!  Instead of Thursday Night Live, we will now be having SNL, or Sunday Night 
Live, from 6pm-8pm at the church. We will be playing the same fun games, we will have the same energetic worship 
and the same biblically centered and culturally relevant teaching. For the month of August, we have had a pool party 
and Bible Study for the entire youth group each Sunday evening, as a way to build energy for the new program night. 
Please pray with us as we continue with this transition!

—Greg Shelton, Youth Pastor

I have been a Team Leader in the Helping Hands ministry for several years.   
Each year we assist someone with a small need that can use our help.  We have 
helped single moms, widows and widowers, neighbors and various organizations  
such as ChoiceOne and A Woman’s Place. 

I’ve really seen God’s Spirit move in this ministry, the people involved, the  
people we helped, and the church. As a leader, God has shown me a spirit of unity 
within my church that I hadn’t experienced before. He created stronger relationships 

with my church family and gave me an opportunity to grow in areas of outreach I  
never thought possible. All because I said, “Yes, I can do that,” when asked to participate.

—Dave Secrest

HelPing Hands

Local PaStOrS’ COnneCtiOn
In October 2016, 20 Pastors from local churches in Lower Bucks County came to Grace Point for our first  

Pastors Breakfast. The theme of this breakfast was: Strength in Numbers; Building a Community of Support.

The breakfast was very successful and triggered the idea of having three breakfasts a year. Various churches 
throughout Lower Bucks County have taken the opportunity to host a breakfast and share a topic for all the pastors  
to interact with.

From time to time I hear pastors say: “I wish I knew a pastor who is good at ________.” In stopping to process  
this statement I realized that each pastor has unique gifts and so does each church that they represent. Each church  
has its own culture, so connecting with other churches allows us to tap into the strengths and specific ministries  
of that church.

Last year I was contacted by one of our fellow churches to address an issue that was considered a crisis issue.  
This church knew that we have a GriefShare ministry and staff members that deal with trauma and crisis issues. Through 
our connection we were able to assist this other church.

As Grace Point looks to build bridges in our community and with other churches, our ability to share ideas and 
connect with one another allows us to experience God at work in the heart of our fellow churches and their pastoral 
staffs; all the while allowing us to grow through support and encouragement.

—Chuck Arnold, Pastor of Congregational Care



I am fortunate that the Lord has led me to  
Grace Point where I have been attending services 
for the past three years. I feel that I have found my 
spiritual home.

Recently I was baptized at Grace Point. I 
had been baptized as an infant and followed the 
Catholic faith for many years.  At a point in my life, 
there was a pause in my church attendance.  
It was during that time that I discovered Dr. 
Charles Stanley and my “church” became  
watching him on the television. Through his  
teaching, however, I learned that I should join a 

community of believers in a local church.

Almost immediately after attending Grace Point, 
I was welcomed by Joyce Whatley. She was so kind 

and took me under her wing. (She can do that because 
she is an angel.) Her friendship made me feel so welcome. 

Oh, how God can use a gentle, smiling face and a word  
of kindness!

How thankful I am for the pastors of this church. I always 
come away from hearing the sermons feeling spiritually enriched 

and challenged. Their vision of community outreach and missions  
projects is inspirational. I am glad to be a part of a church that feels  

compelled to reach out to others and share the love of God.

“But now, O LORD, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou our potter; 
and we all are the work of thy hand.” (Isaiah 64:8)

I am so very thankful that God Almighty reached into my heart, turning  
me to Him, and then placed me into a church home such as this.

—Lorraine Pentz

WOmen’S OutreaCH 
        & Fellowship

For under $500 per year, we support four Grace Point 
ministries and seven outside ministries, reaching more than 6,000 
people in eight meetings with the love and message of Christ.

We expanded our name to Women’s Outreach &  
Fellowship to better communicate what we accomplish at each 
monthly meeting. But the bigger step was to move our meeting 
to another day so we can offer childcare.

So what do we do at our monthly meetings? Many people 
probably think we talk, eat lunch, and laugh. Well, we do all those 
things while we are handcrafting customized projects that are 
given to ministries around the region and sometimes across the 
globe. Last year we made or collected over 6,000 items that were 
donated to those ministries, all on a very limited budget.

The Grace Point ministries we support include On Eagles 
Wings, One Winter Night, and V.B.S. Our outreach extends to 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, Esperanza Health Centers, Good 
Shepherd Ministry, Philadelphia Bible Clubs, Women’s Fellowship 
North, and Pickering Manor.

Our favorite outreach ministry is Esperanza Health Cen-
ters, with three locations in Philadelphia. They provide Christian 
healthcare for the community and give out our handcrafted  
projects to their patients and children. These projects always 
communicate a Christian principle so the staff can share the Gospel.

When you donate to any of our projects, you are sharing 
the Gospel with people both near and far and you are blessed 
because of your generosity.

 —Lori Wilson

FOOd 
Pantry

In John 21:17, Jesus calls on Peter 
and us to “Feed my sheep.”  The members 
of Grace Point heed that call as a group ev-
ery four months by holding a food drive for 
the less fortunate in Lower Bucks County.  
The church members are given grocery 
bags after Sunday morning services and are 
asked to bring the bags back to the church 
the following week filled with groceries.  

Each of these food drives raises 
2000-3000 pounds of food depending on 
how much cereal is donated.  This virtually 
fills the entire church van to the ceiling!  
The food is then delivered to local pantries 
including the Advocates for the Homeless 
and Those in Need in Penndel, The Church 
of Living Hope in Langhorne, and Calvary 
Baptist Church in Bristol.  

Members of the church also volunteer 
at the pantries to distribute the food to the 
needy.  The members are touched by the 
difficult individual stories of food pantry 
patrons.  The hope is that some of the 
patrons are also touched by the generosity 
of complete strangers who are following 
Jesus’ teaching about “Who is my neigh-
bor” in the Good Samaritan parable.

—Glenn Davis

Finding  
a Home in 
Grace 
Point



BOlivia Team
Over the course of eight days our combined team of folks from  

Restoration Church and Grace Point experienced something truly miraculous. 
Twenty-six of us boarded a bus in the wee hours in Newtown, PA to travel 
to one of the poorest communities in Cochabamba, Bolivia. We left with a 
singular purpose – to bless the children and families of two Child Development 
Centers (Unidos en Cristo and Iglesia Cristiana Evangelica Marquina).

Little did we know that it would be us who would be blessed beyond  
measure. Words cannot describe the feelings and love that we have for the Bolivian 
people. They possess a joy and a contentment that is not based on material possessions, 
luxuries, Starbucks, or everyday stuff. The joy these people have is based in the Lord and  

His divine provision for their needs.

Over the course of the week we saw God “show up” more times than we could count. 
Even in the little unplanned encounters or in a few encouraging words that were perfectly 

timed by God, our team was forever changed by this trip.

From offering a marriage seminar to the local mothers and wives, 
and one to the teenagers on topics of life and peer pressure, our 
team was busy! On Friday, we helped repair, sand, and refinish  
all the classroom tables and chairs and setup a complete  
computer lab at the Compassion Center at Unidos en Cristo.

Each of us were able to meet our sponsor children  
and enjoy a special Saturday fun day at a local retreat center, 

complete with a soccer field, volleyball court, playground, and 
lifelong memories. Sunday was fulfilling as we met together for  

church, and while we speak different languages, our hearts were united. Monday was an 
exhausting day of hosting a VBS for 150 of the children at Unidos en Cristo. It was great 
to see our team bond together and serve so faithfully alongside the staff at the church.

Despite the packed, on your-feet-all-day itinerary, our team came away blessed beyond 
what we could ever imagine. While we look forward to our next trip and returning to our dear friends 
in Cochabamba, we know we left a piece of our hearts in our beloved country of Bolivia.

— Steve Weir,  
Pastor of Missions & Communications

Compassion  
exPerienCe

“Experience another world, without leaving yours.” 
These words resonate deeply within me, as I step back 
into “my world” after listening to and experiencing the 
lives and stories of Jey (from Kenya) and Yannely (from 
the Dominican Republic). Last spring, Grace Point hosted 
the Compassion Experience, a mobile immersive interac-
tive tour, which introduces guests to these two children 
and explains how God worked in their lives through the 
Compassion program and their individual Compassion 
sponsors. One can’t help but walk away impacted.

With offering over 740 tours and sponsoring over 
40 children, guests had the opportunity to think beyond 
themselves and make a difference in the life a child.  
We saw many folks from the community come and  
experience the tours – most of whom don’t attend  
Grace Point. Hosting the Compassion Experience also 
became great opportunity for Grace Point elders and 
staff to interact with guests, welcome them to GP,  
answer questions, and get to know them!



On our trip, a few of us were able to visit a family who had fled Aleppo and were now living in a small  
apartment in Beirut. Rami, the father, sat with us and described his struggle to provide for 10 family members.  
He said, “It’s suffocating. The government does not want us here; the people do not want us here; we can’t return 
to our home; we can’t go to any other country. One day, I find work and the next day is dry. There is so much 
pressure. Sometimes I find it hard to breathe.” 

Although Lebanon has allowed them into the country, the refugees are not welcome. Each day Rami  
desperately looks to find work to keep their apartment and meet their most basic needs. His biggest anxiety is 
that his children will not have a future. 

This family had been devoted Muslims, but through the love of the local church and some miraculous  
interventions, almost all have become believers. Rami is disillusioned with Islam and thankful for the church’s care, 
but he has not yet come to faith. 

I was able to share with him that just a few years ago, me and my family were refugees in an apartment, like 
theirs, with just a couple of mattresses on the floor. My single mother felt the same pressures he feels.  Fearful 
and anxious, I doubted that God would ever show up. But I was also able to tell him that in those lonely, desperate 

times, my Heavenly Father gave me hope in a hopeless place 
and security in an insecure place. I shared with Rami 

that I don’t know our Father’s plans for him and his 
family, but I know that even though life is hard, 

His plans for them are good too. Before we left,  
we prayed for him and his family. 

On this trip, we saw first-hand how God 
is gathering His lost sheep and preparing 
them for our true home which has nothing  
to do with this world’s comforts.

—Mariame Kern

These are the words on the picture I received as a Christmas gift from my close friend Jen in 2016.  
 The same woman who was with me every step of the way and who helped me spiritually grow after a devastating 
break up just a few months prior.

And boy was I mad with her when I received this “gift.”

You see, I didn’t want God’s journey that He has set me on since October 2016 to be the reward.  I wanted 
my ex-girlfriend back. I pleaded with God, prayed, tried to make myself a better person - anything to win her back, 
anything to get what I wanted.  But this wasn’t God’s plan for me. 

Receiving this gift while I was still experiencing heartache was such a slap in the face, or so I thought at the 
time. Now, looking back at key events almost two years later, I realize this “journey” has been the greatest  
adventure of my life.  As difficult as it was at times, I wouldn’t have had it any other way! 

Even during the darkest days and times when He seemed silent, I can now see that God was working in many ways:

•	 	Leading	me	to	grow	spiritually,	getting	to	know	Him	better	and	building	my	faith	and	trust	in	Him	through	
His word, service, and daily time spent alone with Him in prayer and devotions.  

•				Equipping	me	to	help	multiple	people	who	have	(not	so)	randomly	come	into	my	life	that	had	
suffered losses of their own (including witnessing the salvation of one young man whose journey 
paralleled mine).

•				Healing	me	from	years	of	sexual	brokenness	and	teaching	me	what	a	true	man	of	God	looks	like.

•				Showing	me	what	His	love	really	looks	like	-	not	the	kind	of	love	that	we	read	about,	but	a	
real, deep, and personal love (thank you Father for the “Heart of a Man” documentary).

•				Transforming	me	through	many	“arm-hair-raising”	miracles	and	events	that	only	God	could	
have planned and orchestrated. 

It is such a blessing to witness Romans 8:28 first-hand: “And we 
know that in all things God works for the good of those who love 
him, who have been called according to his purpose.”  It hasn’t been 
easy, nor did it happen overnight, but through this two year journey 
God has taught me to let go and trust him.

—Brit Arnold

leBanOn
Team

“The JOurney  
             is the reWard.”
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