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There’s a phrase I often repeat to myself when I wish I were further along  

in my personal growth: “I’m not all I hope to be – but I’m not all I used to be!”

The same could be said of Grace Point. Reflecting on the brokenness 

in our community, nation, and world, many of us long to see more: more 

people trust Christ as Savior, more lives transformed, more impact in our 

neighborhood and around the world.

We are not all we hope to be – but we are not all we used to be! This past year 

has seen significant steps forward in the ministry of Grace Point:

 • Our Youth Pastor search culminated in the arrival of Greg Shelton and family. 

 • We saw multiple professions of faith and baptisms in December and February. 

 • Our leadership strengthened the bond between staff and elders with improved communication. 

 • Nate & Jendi Korpi began their ministry as missionaries to Panama City in May. 

  •  We ended the fiscal year in the black, without a special appeal for giving and demonstrating 

gutsy generosity in our outside offerings.

And because of the faithful work of Christ in and among us, we know we can prayerfully look 

ahead to more progress in the year to come!

Our staff and elders have been working on a singular focus for this coming ministry year:

How can we move from being me-centered to Christ-centered?

“Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.  

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus…”  

—Philippians 2:4-5

We each need less of “me” and more of Christ!

The staff has identified three strategies to pursue this focus, and  

I have highlighted just a few specific pursuits under each strategy:

STRATEGY 1. PARTNER WITH FAMILIES TO STRENGTHEN THEM FOR  

SPIRITUAL GROWTH

 • Facility upgrades to our children’s wing

 •  Walk Thru the Old Testament seminar in January

STRATEGY 2. SACRIFICIALLY MEET THE HOLISTIC NEEDS OF THOSE  

WHO ARE STRUGGLING

 •  Education seminars to address relationship needs, focusing on spiritual solutions

 •  Worship that edifies believers, and speaks the language of our unchurched community

STRATEGY 3. DEVELOP CREATIVE WAYS FOR PEOPLE TO GET  

ACTIVELY INVOLVED

 • Build our youth and adult ministry teams

 •  Build a bridge between Cairn students and our church

This is just a sampling of what we have to look forward to. Please pray with me that  

all our efforts are done in the strength of Christ, for the glory of Christ, and that He truly  

may be the center of all that Grace Point does in the year that lies ahead!

From Our SENIOR PASTOR



To help more people become fully  

committed followers of Jesus Christ.

Mission Values
THE GOSPEL 

Jesus’ work on our behalf is our source  

of life, hope, and transformation.

LIFE CHANGE 
Life change happens with others  

by God’s grace and truth.

GENEROSITY 
Because of Christ’s love, we live  

generously toward others.

Mission Strategy
We believe that you are never more mature in Christ  

than when you Worship, Connect, Serve, and Share.

Our MISSION A Work in PROGRESS
I came to a faith in Christ through brokenness. I struggled for years until I hit rock bottom at the age 

of 26. I was living with my aunt and grandmother, who were fed up with my lifestyle. They told me that I 

needed to change, otherwise I couldn’t live with them anymore. I also was ready to change because I was 

tired of living that life, with no pleasure but only sadness and pain.

In February 2015, I decided to go to rehab and I stayed for a month. They talked about a higher power in 

the 12 steps, which are based from Christianity, and I automatically looked to God. One day my grandmother 

needed a ride to go visit her old pastor and I was interested in going to church. My grandmother’s pastor 

asked me if I wanted to give my life to Jesus Christ and be saved, and I said Yes, on April 28th, 2015. 

The pastor gave me a booklet about being a new Christian. I started to go to Grace Point that same 

month. I noticed my grandmother was struggling and needed someone to talk to. I saw a sign in the 

women’s bathroom at Grace Point promoting the Barnabas Care ministry, so I told my grandmother to call. 

She had a member of the Barnabas Care team come visit our home. I had come home from work early that 

day and I was also introduced to the Barnabas Care women. My grandmother told the women that I just 

gave my life to the Lord and the women wanted to know more. I told her too, that I was interested in reading 

the Bible and she offered to do a Bible study with me each week because I have a crazy schedule. After two 

months of coming to Grace Point, I was baptized on June 28th, 2015.

Now I am 29 years old, I have been coming 

to Grace Point and have been sober for two 

and a half years and I am still “a work in 

progress.” But because of Him, I have a new life 

in Christ, I am able to work, study, help others, 

and my life has a purpose. My life is not perfect 

but I am able to deal with life’s ups and downs 

with Jesus, and I am content with my life. I am 

excited to grow more and more with Christ!

—JESSICA PASSARELLA



RAINBOW Room
Last fall, when we were preparing to bring my son Xavier home from a  

two year hospital stay, finding a new home church was top on my list of 

priorities. I wanted a bible based church that had opportunities for me to serve 

and who also had an appropriate classroom for both my 3-year-old typically 

developing daughter and my 6 year old son who has multiple disabilities. Xavier 

was born with a heart condition that caused him to have a cardiac arrest at the 

age of 3. The arrest resulted in a traumatic brain injury. He went from a normally 

developing child to a child in a wheelchair without the ability to move or talk...

however he retained his ability to show emotions, to learn and to interact with 

others. His soul is still very present and so finding a church that could provide 

for his spiritual health was so very important. We are so blessed to have the 

rainbow room available to him. A place where he is safe, loved and taught the 

word of God in a way he can understand. He loves attending and looks forward 

to church. The teachers and helpers are wonderful with him. It also provides me 

with the opportunity to worship and grow as a Christian without worrying about 

him. Grace Point provides everyone in our family with the opportunity to worship 

and grow. Grace Point has been our biggest blessing since coming home!

—JACKIE ROSS
Vacation BIBLE SCHOOL

When we speak truth to kids, we can rest assured that His Word will not return 

void. He will accomplish the work that He has set out to do in His time (Isaiah 55:11 

paraphrased).  This reminder was our prayer over VBS this year.

The way a kid sees God now is foundational and shapes their understanding  

of who God is for a lifetime. They need to see God in all His amazing power, 

holiness, grace, and never failing love.  We strived to do just that during our week 

together at Gadgets & Gizmos VBS 2017.  His light shone bright through all of 

those dedicated to the ministry.  God’s truth, power and love was poured out to  

all the families who attended.

In the year to follow please pray those families will know Him and seek 

community with those who know Him.

Here are a few snapshots of our week together.

—CASSANDRA DEWITT



Compassion 
SPONSORSHIPS

Grace Point has had the awesome privilege of sponsoring Stefany 

Gomez, a Compassion Leadership Development Student, through the 

completion of a university degree in accounting in Cochabamba, Bolivia.  

Compassion’s Leadership Development Program identifies young men and 

women who have shown potential to become Christian leaders who can 

influence their own families, churches, communities and nations. Stefany 

participated in a rigorous acceptance process in order to be chosen for this 

program where she not only attended university, but also completed a series 

of leadership requirements as part of the program.

This past May, Paco Batres, John Kindred, Steve Weir and Joan Zeberlein 

traveled to Cochabamba, Bolivia to take part in the graduation ceremony.  

Stefany, a beautiful, young woman of God, was so grateful to have part of 

her Grace Point family present for this joyous occasion!  The team also had 

the privilege of taking Stefany and her three siblings out to dinner after the 

ceremony for an opportunity to give praise to God for all that He has done 

through this program and will continue to do through Stefany!

   —JOAN ZEBERLEIN

Starting in the fall of 2016 young 

adults ages eighteen to early thirties 

began meeting regularly.  This diverse 

group of singles, marrieds, college 

students, graduate students and young 

professionals finds the weekly meetings 

a comfortable place to study the Bible, 

interact socially and enjoy good food and 

fellowship together. Many of the more 

than two dozen participants each week 

bring energy and passion as they explore 

understanding and application of their 

faith.  Some are honest to question issues 

of the Christian faith while others listen to 

opinions and advice to grow in their faith.

The young adult group has 

connected with many in the Grace Point 

family through their service at One 

Winter Night, Helping Hands projects 

and serving in youth ministries.  Grace 

Point members have been helpful to 

provide meals for the weekly dinners 

enjoyed by the young adults as well as 

host some events.

By investing time and prayer into the 

lives of these young people it is our hope 

that the Christian church of the future 

will thrive and be secure, leading the next 

generation into a relationship with Christ.

—GLENN & LYNN ELY

Young 
ADULTS

“I want to make an impact.” That was what I thought when I had 

the opportunity to meet Dayana, our little girl who we sponsor through 

Compassion International. I was in Bolivia for other reasons – reasons that 

were all good. Meeting Grace Point’s Leadership Development Student, 

Stefany and Pastors Angel and Jhony at Unidos en Cristo. As Grace Point’s 

Missions director, I assumed that everyone would be looking to me to make 

an impact. Say something profound, super-spiritual and life-changing.

Instead, it was my life that was changed in a profound and super-

spiritual way. You see, Dayana is a delight. She, herself, is a missions 

director of sorts – each week inviting her friends to the Compassion Center 

and on Sunday evenings, calling down the streets for her friends to join her 

at her home for a Bible Study. It is because of Compassion’s program that 

Dayana came to know Jesus. And it is because of Dayana that her entire 

family came to know Jesus.

I learned that day, God can use an adorable 10-year-old girl to reach 

people for Christ. He can use that same 10-year-old girl to make an impact 

on my life, to instill a love for her, her family, and the country of Bolivia, and 

to forever change my perspective on the importance of sponsorship.

Since my trip, we now make sure our boys know more about Dayana, 

drawing pictures to send to her, and teaching them the importance of 

helping others around the world. Since my trip, I’ve become an official 

Advocate for Compassion International, and volunteer whenever I get a 

chance. And since my trip, I’ve been anxious to get back to Bolivia to visit 

our partners at Unidos en Cristo, and our Dayana and her family. Not to 

make an impact, but instead to allow God to impact my life for the sake of 

His kingdom and His purposes.

—STEVE WEIR



Nate & Jendi KORPI
We absolutely love being part of the international community here in Panama City, Panama. Each Sunday 

15 to 20 countries are represented at LifeBridge International Church. As we have met different people and 

listened to their stories, it is evident that there is a hunger for Christ and Christian community here.  We are 

eager to see how the Lord will work through us 

as we lead and serve at LifeBridge and reach the 

international community of Panama.

It is incredible to see how God has used 

where we have been and each part of our 

prior lives to prepare us for ministry here in 

Panama.  Many of you at Grace Point have played 

a part in our journey and continue to play a vital 

role in our ministry.  We look forward to the 

continued partnership with you.

Timing and Faith...  I had put baptism off for many years for fear of speaking publicly 

to give my testimony. The Lord waited patiently until the time that I was truly able to have 

enough faith in Him that He would give me the strength to speak in front of the church. 

He got me through just fine.  

About six years ago I was having major back issues. Through testing to find the 

issues the doctors found an issue with my prostate. It was possibly cancer but at the time 

could not be confirmed. Over a six month period this winter, it went from undetermined 

to aggressive cancer. I had no symptoms or pain. This issue would have never been 

discovered until it was too late if the Lord had not given me 

another issue. He put it all together six years earlier. It was His 

plan and His timing. The Lord provided me with great doctors. I 

placed my faith in the Lord and He got me through successfully 

and with a very quick recovery period that even surprised the 

doctors. It was an answer to my prayers... and the church family’s 

prayers too!  

Another recent example of His timing includes my retired 

parents and my recovery. Being single, I was forced to move back 

in with my parents locally during early recovery. My parents were 

on a long waiting list to move into a retirement community a few 

hours away for two years. The Lord’s timing worked it out so that 

they did not receive the phone call that they were able to make 

the move until I was almost healthy enough to move back to my 

house. The Lord knew long ago that I would need my parents help through my cancer and 

worked out the timing perfectly.  

I could not have gone through any of this without the Lord’s strength and help. The 

more I put my faith in Him and the more I prayed to Him, the more I feel He listens and 

answers my prayers. Even though I have been through some rough situations over the 

past several months.... Cancer, recovery, stressful move of my parents, work, life, He is 

always there to pull me through and work things out...in His timing. All you need is faith 

in the Lord, and He will be there for you. Thank you all for your thoughts and prayers 

through my illness. It was greatly appreciated!  

—TODD STAMBAUGH



GP MEN
Grace Point Men had another great year in 2016-2017, as we 

continued in our mission and focused on providing an environment for 

men to grow in their relationship with Christ and provide opportunity for 

men to sharpen men. Our mission is to equip men to be strong in their 

faith in Jesus Christ and be His disciple-makers at home, at church, and 

in the world. We consider all men that come through our doors to be a 

part of the ministry.  So, what this means is, there is an open invitation for 

each man to grow in his faith no matter where you are in life.

This past year we have seen an increase of men’s bible studies 

which is a sign of a strong ministry. These smaller groups are a great 

way men get to know other men on a personal level, and to learn and 

grow. Our normal events this past year included: monthly Men’s Breakfasts, Tailgate Party in October, 

Fall Retreat in November, March Madness evening, and a few smaller gatherings.

We send out a huge THANK YOU to Jack Edmond who has turned over the Men’s Breakfast 

cooking crew after serving in this ministry for over 10 years. And, thank you to Mike Giagnacova, 

for taking this ministry over. Some of these events have seen men committing themselves 

to a life with Christ including a guest at the Fall Retreat 

and a guest at the March Madness evening. 

Never underestimate how Christ works 

in our lives if we just take the step 

to participate or invite other men 

to participate. “Iron sharpens iron, 

and one man sharpens another” 

(Proverbs 27:17).

—ROB PARMELEE &  
     THE GP MEN’S  
       COMMITTEE

•  Praise God for the calling of Greg Shelton as 

Youth Pastor. Thank God for those that stepped 

up to fill the needs during the interim period.  

Pray for Greg as he settles into the area with his 

family and begins leading our youth ministry.

•  Praise God for the successful launch of the Young 

Adults ministry. Pray for the continued growth 

and development of this ministry.

•  Pray for the ministry goal of moving people 

from being me-centered to Christ-centered. This 

includes partnering with families to strengthen 

them for spiritual growth, sacrificially meeting 

the holistic goals of those who are struggling, 

and developing creative ways for people to get 

actively involved.

•  Pray that people commit to attend Sunday 

morning worship every week. Pray that our 

worship services and sermons will be pleasing 

to God, visually engaging, relevant, and help us 

grow in relationship with God.

•  Pray that our Global Mission partners would know 

they are valued and appreciated. Pray that they 

will be effective in serving Christ around the world.

•  Pray for God to lead the staff and elders in the 

implementation of current ministry goals and  

the envisioning of future goals of the church.  

Pray for a spirit of unity and creativity that is  

God honoring.

•  Pray for spiritual protection against the devil’s 

schemes and unity for our pastors, staff, leaders 

and church family.

•  Pray that our finances continue to go in the 

right direction. Pray for giving with a heart of 

steady stewardship in habitual giving and gutsy 

generosity in going beyond regular giving as the 

Holy Spirit prompts and we seek.

•  Pray that we will be faithful in our mission to help 

more people become fully committed followers 

of Jesus Christ.

•  Pray for our support ministries as they serve 

people who are struggling with various needs: 

Barnabas Care, Grief Share, Divorce Care, 

Additions Victorious, and Rainbow Room. 

Pray that new attendees at Grace Point would 

feel welcomed and challenged to be part of the 

Grace Point family.

PRAYER Requests
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