


 

by E. Jay Button
i nter im  sen ior  pastor

“Interim” Definition: 1. an intervening time; an interval of time between events; meantime.   

2. A temporary or provisional arrangement.  

This pretty well sums up the past year, doesn’t it?  We’re living in the intervening time, 

between our last Grace Point Senior Pastor and the next.  We’ve had to make provisions.  We 

shuffled responsibilities between the staffers and even brought on an interim pastoral assistant.  

Our leadership took a collective deep breath, prayed fervently, boldly proceeded to serve and 

shepherd the flock.   By God’s grace working through the faith and generosity of Grace Point’s 

people, we have weathered the storm and faced the headwinds with bold expectations. God is 

doing and will continue to do great things at Grace Point. The work of ministry to which we’ve 

been called has not taken a hiatus. On the contrary, in the pages that follow you will read of 

God’s wonderful work in the lives of our people and His church over the past year.  

Even so, in the meantime, we wait.  But even this can be of great value.  

This past summer we studied together a series entitled, “Enduring Love: Life Lessons from 

the Psalms.”  The elders presented the Psalm Meditation Challenge, which helped to drive God’s 

truth even deeper into our hearts and minds.  Meditation has a way of doing that.

But a Psalm that personally took me by surprise this summer was not from the series.   

It was one the worship team selected.  We corporately read it aloud Sunday, August 23.  

It is from Psalm 130.  Do you remember repeating these words?  

5 I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits,  
and in his word I put my hope. 

6 I wait for the Lord  
more than watchmen wait for the morning,  
more than watchmen wait for the morning.

Like us, the Psalmist waits and is crying out to God.  He knows, as we do, that God is 

merciful – and he waits.  But, what is his waiting all about?  Is he sitting in silence?  No, rather 

he waits before God with great expectation.  He waits for the Lord, standing on the promises 

of “His Word” in “hope.”  

In the interim, it’s natural to feel impatient. We say things like – “it’s time to move on,”  

“let’s make this happen,” “what are we waiting for?” 

But something I’m learning is the value of waiting upon Him.  Planted firmly on the 

promises of God and hoping in Him, like the Psalmist, we wait for God to speak and act in our 

life and in His church.  

It is no wonder our spiritual lives can become so shallow – we refuse to wait upon the 

Lord.  In our busy, instant society, we know little about sustained meditation and prayer.   

We know even less of just being before God with expectancy.  

You know what?  I think that is something God is teaching all of us in the interim.  God has 

His and our best interest in mind. The Gospel is true and still powerful. 

Let us wait and pray expectantly for the gift He has prepared for us in the not too distant 

future.  Because God is our focus in the interim, we can rest assured it is worth the wait!



At Grace Point we are a community of people who believe  
we were created by God to follow Jesus, serve our community,  

and change our world by the power of the gospel. However,  
there’s a tension between who we are and who God intended  

us to be. It starts with a decision to follow Jesus. Once we  
do that, He can begin His work in us, and we’re on our  

way to becoming more following Jesus.

Pastoral  
Search Process

For the last several months, our church has been involved in the process 

of searching for Grace Point’s next Senior Pastor. A team was formed, the 

Pastoral Search Team, and tasked by the Elders to complete the process 

according to guidelines and procedures established by Converge, a network 

of churches that includes Grace Point.

The team has developed a church profile, criteria for review of 

the potential candidates, and a church-wide survey. Also, they will be 

conducting interviews of the potential senior pastor candidates. Led by 

elders Ken Kovalik and Scott Leuz, the team includes Paul Benchener, Tim 

Yoder, Sheryl Vasso, Donna Mulvaney, Ric Cargas, and Denise O’Brien.

We’re confident that God is already preparing the man that He has in 

mind to lead our church. Pray for our next senior pastor, the Pastoral Search 

Team, and our church – that together we would be unified and prayerfully 

seeking God’s direction during this transition.



Dear Grace Point Family, 
I want to express my sincere gratitude for your support and kind words of encouragement at my 

“send-off”.  Many of you were able to stay for lunch on that Sunday, and you heard humorous and 

affirming stories about my ministry at Grace Point during the last fifteen years.  There 

were even some stories and a video from my days as a teenager in the youth 

ministry!  Sharon and I felt encouraged by your outpouring of love for us as I 

move on to a new ministry with Compassion International.  

 Many of you have been involved in Grace Point’s partnership with 

Compassion International, helping to release children from poverty 

in Jesus’ name.  Grace Point families sponsor almost 200 children 

who attend a Compassion development center in a local church 

in Bolivia.  We are helping this church, Unidos en Cristo, to reach 

their neighborhood with the gospel and to plant new churches.  My 

new role with Compassion is to help more churches in the Northeast 

U.S. develop similar partnerships with Compassion.  In the next five 

years, we aim to find sponsors for 2 million more children, thereby 

helping international church leaders start thousands of new churches with 

development centers worldwide.

Would you consider praying for me in my new ministry?  I would like to send a regular email with 

prayer requests.  Jesus taught us that success in any ministry requires diligent prayer.  

Thank you for being a part of my life and allowing me to be a part of yours. 

Brian Weber
Compassion International 

Church Relations Regional Manager



 

Good Friday
 Our Annual Good Friday service took a slightly different look this year. Rather than 

gathering for a Tenebrae Service (or Service of Shadows), those that attended were taken 

on a journey to the cross – visiting six interactive and engaging stages, reflecting on the 

events of that fateful day when Jesus was crucified.

•  Christ’s work in our lives (Cardboard Testimonies)

•  The Last Supper

•  The Garden of Gethsemane

•  The Trial Before Pilate

•   The Beating  
   and Scourging  
    of The Savior

•  The Crucifixion



Well God, here we are at my Baptism, just you and me (not to mention just a few more pairs of eyes).  This has been a 
long time coming and really to me culminates a very long life journey back to you.  You see, many would think that being 
born into a strong, Christian household would translate into an easy rite of passage into a Christ-like lifestyle, but this is 
simply not the case.  

The fact is that even though I became a believer at a very early age, I lost focus of you along the way.  For years, I was 
not Christ centered—I was selfish, arrogant, hurtful to others that cared about me immensely.  I thought I was the one that 
was in charge of my own well being—I seemingly forgot that I needed you.  But, you know what, I found out through my 
many life experiences over the past decade that even though I abandoned you, you never once abandoned me.  

You watched over me and protected me, surrounding me with the companionship of fellow soldiers when I was 
deployed for a year in the Army.  You provided me with a loving family, inseparable friends and significant others, who 
always supported me even though at times I didn’t treat them in a loving way.  You’ve given me a wonderful job as a 
teacher, a beautiful home, food on the table, the air in my lungs—I could just go on and on for hours (but I don’t want the 
congregation to miss Pastor Jay’s awesome message).

All jokes aside, you provided all of this during the time when I didn’t deserve your grace, but you provided grace 
anyways.  Even though I was unfaithful to you, you’ve shown nothing but faithfulness to me.  And even though it may have 
seemed like I stopped loving you, you never once stopped loving me.  

In fact it was almost three years ago God that you came knocking at my door again, at a time when I thought I lost most 
of what you provided.  Only now do I fully realize that through a tragic life event, that you wanted me back.  

Let me say that again, you wanted ME back even though I was the one who turned my back on 
you.  If that isn’t a testament of God’s love, I don’t know what is!

And now that I am back in your Kingdom, I can’t help but feel completely 
overwhelmed by your loving ways.  Lord, I know I am far from perfect (just ask my 

mother, she’ll tell you) but I know that everyday, you are continuously molding 
me into the person that you want me to be.  I pray that you continue to unveil 

your will for me, as I look forward to my life’s unknown future and unexpected 
journey with you at the helm.

Lord God, I want you to know that today, with my Baptism in front of my 
friends and family, that this marks a big, personal victory in my relationship 
with you.  I fully surrender my life to you and always want you to be in 
control.  I’ve seen what life is like without you, and trust me, once you’ve 
experienced God’s loving hand, there is no turning back!  But most of all, 
Lord God, thank you again for never giving up on me and bringing me 
back home.   I love you God, now and forever!

— Brit Arnold —

“ May the words I say,  
And the things I do, 
Make my lifesong sing 
Bring a smile to You. 
Let my lifesong sing to You.”

“Lifesong” – Mark Hall

This is certainly true of the faithful servants who spent  
their Saturday doing various acts of service. From yard work  
to small house projects, the Helping Hands teams were out expressing 
the love and heart of Jesus. May the things we do…bring a smile to Him.

Helping  
hands



 

F e l lo w s h i P
Shabbat

      Every once in a while, it’s just good to get 

together and have a night out with friends and 

family. That was certainly the case for our Spring 

Roller Skating Party! It was great to see many of 

us who hadn’t been on skates in years regain our 

balance and others who were obviously pros. From 

the Hokey Pokey to Roller-Limbo, it was a great 

night out with Grace Point friends and family!

roller skating

 Shabbat Fellowship at Grace Point (SF@GP) is a ministry to reach out to the Jewish 

community in our area; to help Christians become familiar with the traditions and customs of 

Judaism, and to provide a place where messianic believers can come 

and celebrate many of those traditions and customs that are so 

meaningful to their heritage.

  We meet on the first Friday night of the month 

at 7pm. We depend on word of mouth, so invite your 

friends and neighbors. All are welcome.

  We have had the opportunity to meet many 

who are not from Grace Point. We have been able 

to share the gospel with unbelievers both Jew 

and Gentile. We have made many new friends.  

It is exciting to see what God will do next.



 Grace Point welcomed more than 150 children in grades K-6 to Son 
Spark Labs during the last week of June.  Through this VBS event, God’s 
plan for kids was presented through engagement with the Bible, hands-
on science experiments, games, crafts, songs, snacks and just plain fun!

 Special features included “Professor Petrie” and his live daily 
science experiment show.  Through creativity and laughs, the professor 
demonstrated in our daily opening program how transformations in 
science resemble God’s transformation in our lives through Jesus.  

 The week’s mission focus was raising money for Compassion 
International’s “Water of Life” water purification system providing clean 
water in developing countries.  Through generous contributions by 
the children and their families, over $1000 was raised, enabling the 
purchase of 14 water purification systems.  

 We salute the many wonderful youth and adult volunteers 
who worked tirelessly in organization and planning, 
teaching, leading music and games, providing snacks, 
creative art and craft projects and significant behind the 
scenes leaders who served!  A testament to this hard 

work and passion for teaching 
children about Jesus was 

seen in our closing program 
where several families who 
do not attend Grace Point 
requested more information 
about faith in Christ.

 Sometimes the most profound examples of the gospel can 
be discovered in films and movies. From seeing life change to 
sacrificial love, movies speak to our hearts and our souls.

  This summer we enjoyed popcorn and life lessons from 
Disney/Pixar’s Ratatouille and Big Hero 6. The weather was 
great, the popcorn was fresh, and the stars were bright. 
Outdoor Family Movie Night allowed kids and grandkids to 
spend the evening with loved ones and beloved (animated) 
stories.

Vacation 
 BiBle school

movie nights

      Nothing is more important 
than a person’s relationship with 
Jesus Christ. We want to see 

students’ lives transformed by 
the gospel, become leaders in their 

schools, the church and the world.

      Programs for spiritual maturity are 
nice, but we believe that it’s a student’s 

process towards spiritual maturity that 
matters. We’d love to see every student who comes 

through GP Youth to be equipped and challenged to 
continue growing in Christ, no matter where life takes them.



Inner City Outreach
July | 2015

PhiladelPhia

In July, a team of thirteen people spent a week in the 
Bridesburg section of Philadelphia partnering with Pastor Rob 
Burns and ReaLife Church.  Most mornings the group served 
by pulling weeds at the neighborhood recreational center.  

Vacation Bible School was held in the evenings for the children 
from the church and surrounding area.  

The team was encouraged throughout the week.  While weeding, 
group members were able to have conversations with both adults and children about the 
church.  Relationships were formed with new children at VBS and strengthened amongst 
those who have attended in years past.  On Friday a barbecue was held for families of the 
children who attended VBS to 
allow the ReaLife members 
the opportunity to make 
connections. 

God’s provisions were 
evident each day of this 
mission trip.  It was a 
blessing to support  
and encourage this  
ministry in our own 
backyard. 



 

This summer a team from Grace Point had the 
opportunity to travel to the Shanxi province of China. 

Our mission was to serve at Joy in the Journey camp. What 
an amazing experience it was to see relationships grow between 

our team and the Chinese people, and most importantly the relationships 
that formed between God and the Chinese people. Through teaching English 
and planning activities at camp our team was able to reach both Chinese 
volunteers and campers. We saw how Grace Point has left a mark at Joy in 
the Journey camp over the years and we had the opportunity to 
deepen our footprint there this summer. 

 Through all of the victories and trials we faced 
as a team in China (and the obvious language 
barrier), I found it comforting that we were all 
there to worship and serve the same God. 
As we stood and worshipped one Sunday 
morning, what may have sounded like an off 
key mash up of broken English and Chinese 
song to some, was God bringing all of his 
children together for one cause. We are 
so grateful to have had the opportunity 
to serve God through this trip and we look 
forward to seeing His work continue in China.

— Alli Roy —

china
Shanxi Province

July | 2015



 

Sending Partners
We recruit and send our own members 
to serve in long-term ministries locally 
and to the ends of the earth. We take 
seriously the responsibility to screen, 
prepare, support, and care for these 
workers. Grace Point currently supports 
eleven global partners from our church.

Supporting Partners
While sending workers from Grace Point 
is our first priority, we also engage in 
strategic projects and support global 
workers from other local churches as we 
have the financial resources to do so.

gloBal outreach
Mission 

Jesus said, “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) Likewise, we believe 

that God has commissioned Grace Point to be witnesses in: 

Our Jerusalem 
the neighborhoods where we live 

Our Judea 
the greater Philadelphia region 

Our Samaria 
cross-cultural outreaches nearby and other ministries in North America 

The “ends of the earth” - all people

Partners
 God is doing incredible things. The church is growing rapidly around the world, and God 
is preparing new workers FROM everywhere TO everywhere. Therefore, we are committed to 
strategically partner with other Christians in order to 1) reach those with the least opportunity  
to hear about Jesus, 2) develop new churches and new leaders, and 3) minister to the poor  
and oppressed.

 In order to have the greatest impact for the Kingdom, 
Grace Point concentrates on a limited number of 
strategic partnerships that best engage our passions 
and our resources. The Global Outreach Team  
(GO Team) is a group of Grace Point members 
who oversee these partnerships.



Eggs
Though it was cold at Easter this past year, it didn’t stop us from our 

annual Easter Eggstravaganza! Easter Egg Hunts are so cliché :) So this year 
we built a catapult to launch over 2,000 eggs!  

Before & After
This year saw the renovations of Restoration Church continue.  

The large unusable space in the basement has begun its transformation 
from creepy, small, windowless corridors to what will soon be much 

needed storage, new classroom space and an open, larger meeting area.  

Freesale
Our 3rd annual Freesale was a huge success. Tens of thousands of dollars 

worth of donated goods were given, free of charge, to anyone in need. We, once 
again, were able to share the beautiful truth of God’s free gift of grace with hundreds of 

people through the demonstration of freely giving, as well as many personal conversations.  

Baptisms
Our second baptism celebrated 10 people who made a decision  

to publicly announce their faith in this sacred way.   

Movie Night
This summer we began a tradition of hosting community, family 

movies!  Each night over 200 people came to enjoy a movie under 
the stars at Restoration Church. These opportunities allowed us 
to connect with one another, meet our neighbors and help change 
people’s minds about church. 



After taking a year off, One Winter Night made its return to Grace Point. While the rain  

may have kept some folks away, those that did attend seemed to have had a great time.  

From the raging bonfire to the ever-popular wagon ride, from the carolers to the petting zoo 

guests enjoyed the many sights and sounds around the property. Guests had the opportunity  

to journey to Bethlehem, singing carols along the way, to see the newborn King, Jesus. 

Inside guests were engaged in various crafts, a coffee house, and the fabulous musical 

performances in the Commons. Families had the chance to explore a musical instrument 

“petting zoo” and enjoy the magic tricks of the talented Dave Lyle.

With 600 batches of cookies and plenty of hot chocolate at the ready, guests had a  

great night as we presented One Winter Night to our community. Many thanks to the  

hundreds of volunteers!



This year we completed the first phase of our parking lot expansion project—which 

will alleviate the long standing strain on parking availability between services, give us 

room to grow, and provide ample space for large events such as One Winter Night. The 

expansion, which added over 70 news spots, is uniquely constructed utilizing pervious 

paving – meaning rainwater will drain through the pavement to a stone bed with drainage 

to the adjacent wetlands on the property. Designer Gillmore Associates and contractor 

A.H. Cornell both proved to be terrific partners in completing the project. We expect the 

project to be completed on budget, with final inspections and approvals accomplished 

late summer or fall. Next time it rains, stop by and notice there are no puddles!

Parking lot 
Expansion
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2014/2015 By the numBers
HIGHEST SuNdAy ATTENdANCE (EASTER, APRIl 5, 2015) 1,009

CHRISTMAS EVE  1,075

 HIGHEST SuNdAy ATTENdANCE (NON-HOlIdAy, dEC. 21, 2014) 763

 AVERAGE ATTENdANCE FROM SEPTEMBER 1 TO JuNE 30 564 P
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sGrace Point
•  Praise God for a great year of ministry! 

Pray that we would see many people 
come to faith in Jesus Christ through  
our various ministries.

•  Pray for the Pastoral Search Team and 
the process to locate Grace Point’s next 
Senior Pastor.

•  Pray for the man that God has selected 
to be our next Senior Pastor.

•  Pray for the staff as they seek to fill 
the many roles and gaps on staff in the 
coming months.

•  Pray that we would be faithful to our 
mission strategy and seek to become 
more fully committed followers of  
Jesus Christ.

•  Pray that families would keep Christ at 
the center of all they do and fulfill their 
role as the chief disciple-makers in  
their homes.

•  Pray that marriages would thrive 
and keep Christ at the core of their 
relationship.

•  Pray for our elders and shepherding 
teams as they continue the essential task 
of caring for and shepherding our  
church family.

•  Pray that the Grace Point family would 
continue to give generously so that all of 
the financial needs of our ministries are 
met in the coming year.

•  Pray for our global partners who are 
serving Christ in various cross-cultural 
areas, sharing the gospel, and engaging 
the local people.

Restoration Church
•  Pray that God would be glorified as a 

result of the arson.

•  Pray for Pastor Ross and the many 
volunteers as they begin offering two 
services this fall.

•  Pray for the residents of Levittown and 
the surrounding communities, that they 
may hear the gospel and come to faith  
in Christ.

•  Pray that people would give generously 
to help support the ministry of 
Restoration Church so that it can become 
its own independent church.



Staff
E. Jay Button 
Interim Senior Pastor  
jbutton@gracepointpa.org

Ross Manders 
Pastor of Restoration Church  
ross@restorationchurchpa.org

Chuck Arnold 
Interim Pastoral Assistant  
carnold@gracepointpa.org

Holly Ames 
Missions Secretary  
hames@gracepointpa.org

darrell Benjamin 
Worship Coordinator  
dbenjamin@gracepointpa.org

liz Coffman 
Nursery Coordinator  
lcoffman@gracepointpa.org

dave Crist 
Custodian/Maintenance  
dcrist@gracepointpa.org

Josh deleo 
Audio Visual Coordinator  
jdeleo@gracepointpa.org

Cassandra deWitt 
Director of Children’s Ministries  
cdewitt@gracepointpa.org

Nate Korpi 
Director of youth Ministries  
nkorpi@gracepointpa.org

JoAnn Mcdowell 
Secretary  
jmcdowell@gracepointpa.org

laura Schlenker 
Bookkeeper  
lschlenker@gracepointpa.org

Steve Weir 
Director of Technology & 
Communication  
sweir@gracepointpa.org

Bill Wright 
Director of Administration  
bwright@gracepointpa.org

Joan Zeberlein 
Director of Women’s Ministries  
jzeberlein@gracepointpa.org

592 Washington Crossing Road
Newtown, PA 18940

215-968-2354
gracepointpa.org


