


One of Kim and my favorite television shows is Forensic Files.  It never ceases to amaze us how 
clues and evidence go undetected.  I got to thinking…it happens in the church too.

God sightings often go undetected, unless you are looking for them.  And when you’re intent on 
seeing them, they occur more frequently than you would ever have imagined.  This past year we prayed 
for God to show us His power and majesty, His love and direction, His help and hope.  And He showed 
up.  If you missed some of His handiwork, the following pages contain the evidence of His fingerprints 
on our lives as a church as witnessed and testified by many in this colorful Annual Report.  It is definitely 
God who is at work in us.

One of our more recent preaching series this past year was from Haggai.  It dealt with our need 
to “Rebuild” and move forward with God’s faithful promises and enablement.  One of Haggai’s 
contemporaries who spoke to the post-exilic people of Israel was Zechariah.  A most notable quote he 
delivered from God to their leader Zerubbabel was, “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by 
might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the Lord Almighty” (Zechariah 4:6).  Today we’re pressing on 
to build God’s house, not the one made with bricks and stones, but the one made in human hearts.  It is 
God’s Spirit dwelling inside each of us as believers in Christ that deserves all the recognition and praise.

So you hold in your hands a report… “a detailed account or statement” that is to become part of 
the formal record at Grace Point that sights the Spirit of God’s  power working through the lives of His 
people.  My prayer is that when all the evidence is weighed, you might come to the same conclusion as 
many of the rest of us… whether young or old,” more people are becoming fully committed followers of 
Jesus Christ.”  Let us celebrate the work of God in us this past year and praise His name.  Because, as 
you’ll see, there’s plenty of evidence that proves it’s really all about Him.  

— E.  Jay But ton — 

I n t e r I m  S e n I o r  P a S t o r

God Sightings
at Grace Point



our Mission
To help more people become fully  

          committed followers of Jesus Christ.

Mission Values
The Gospel  Jesus’ work on our behalf is our source of life, hope, and  

 transformation.

life ChanGe  Life change happens with others by God’s grace and truth.

GenerosiTy  Because of Christ’s love, we live generously toward others.

Mission Strategy
Worship  Life change happens when we engage God both corporately  

 and personally.

ConneCT  Life change happens when we gather in biblical community  
 and connect with others. 

serve  Generosity is practiced when we willingly serve Christ and  
 His body through the use of our time, talents, and treasure.

share  Generosity is practiced when we boldly share the gospel of  
 Jesus Christ with the world through word and action.

At Grace Point we are a community of people who believe  

we were created by God to follow Jesus, serve our community,  

and change our world by the power of the gospel. However,  

there’s a tension between who we are and who God intended  

us to be. It starts with a decision to follow Jesus. once we  

do that, He can begin His work in us, and we’re on our  

way to becoming more following Jesus.



Groundbreaking for our new Grace Point location took 
place on a cold and rainy New Year’s Day in 2003.  Both the 
clouds and the temperature were low, but the excitement was 
high.  But the story for a new location on Washington Crossing 
Road actually begins at least in 1978.  In that year, First Baptist 
Church of Newtown (still our corporate name) took an option 
on a piece of property on Washington Crossing Road, close to 
Linton Hill Road.  That option, part of today’s Pickering Chase 
development, was dropped in 1980.  It’s a good thing that we 
did—it would have been much too small for us!

Our second Washington Crossing Road property, the 
current location of Grace Point, was purchased in 1992.  There 
is a story behind that purchase, but not enough space here to tell it.

We began the long process of obtaining permits with Lower Makefield Township in 1994.  There were highs 
and lows during this process, some large and important financial decisions to be made, some starts and stops in 
the design process, etc.  There are some stories here that we don’t want to remember, either.

Much of the new building construction took place during the winter of 2003-2004.  For example, roof 
construction was delayed multiple times because of winter winds that made it impossible to place the roof 
trusses.  The crane hoisting the trusses broke down several times.  Once the roof was in place, we helped our 
construction contractor chip six inches of ice from the Commons floor!

But, finally, we had our Certificate of Occupancy.  We moved from our State Street building to Grace Point 
over two long days, July 16 and 17.  Our first service was the next day, July 18, 2004!  It was a small miracle, surely 
God’s hand at work, to be able to move ourselves into Grace Point over two days.

God has been faithful over these last 10 years at Grace Point and longer!

A Decade
Full oF Blessings 



Since July 2013 countless hours of 
service, prayer, and support have been 
poured into Restoration Church. In a 
matter of weeks the entire building was 
turned around, updated, and prepared 
for a new season of ministry in the 

communities of Pinewood and Lakeside in Levittown.

After a few weeks of practice services and free pig roast 
for the community, Restoration Church officially launched on 
Sunday, October 20, 2013.

Other ministry and outreach events included 
Trunk or Treat, Thanksgiving Eve service, 
Christmas Eve services, including a midnight 
candlelight service, Blood Drives, Easter Egg-
travaganza festival, and a Free Sale.

Over 50 kids from the community came to 
experience Son Treasure Island VBS. Even after 
losing electricity and no air conditioning the kids 
seemed to have a great week!

one Year of 

Restoration



Restoration’s first 
baptism service 
saw 14 people make 
public declarations 
of their faith in 
baptism. It was truly 
a demonstration  
that God is at  
work in Levittown.

Restoration BaPtISmS



This year at Vacation Bible School we headed on 
an All-American Road Trip adventure!  Each day we 
traveled to a different location across the country, 
beginning in New York City and ending in Los Angeles.  
God blessed us with the opportunity to serve over 150 
children this year, but the amazing thing about that is that 
only approximately 35% of those kids regularly attend 
Grace Point.  The rest of the children were from the local 
community, and this is what gives VBS such an exciting 
platform to share the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

As our incredible volunteer team of over 80 people 
used their individual talents and personalities to help 
more kids become fully-committed followers of Jesus, 
the presence of God was undeniable.  It was awesome to 
see how our Lord worked through every circumstance, 
good and bad, to bring His beloved children closer to 
Him.  Through road trip relay races, crazy crafts, goofy 
games, scrumptious snacks, melodious music and lively 
lessons, the kids learned about the life of Jesus and what 
His love really looks like.  To see this ministry grow, thrive, 

and changes lives over the past 
seven years has been a tremendous 
blessing to my life.

— RIcHIE SPEEnEy —

VacatIon BIBle School

Do you know what it means to “Live Inside Out?” This year 

at Tel Hai Adventure Camp we learned what it means to live our 

lives through Christ, to the fullest from the inside out. It means to 

let the light of Christ shine out through you in everything you do, 

and it was all focused around Matthew 7:24, which reminds “So 

then, everyone who hears my words and puts them into practice 

is like a wise man. He builds his house on the rock.” We had so 

much fun learning this and living it out 

all week.  We are praying that what we 

learned together will have a lasting life-

changing effect on each of the campers. 

Tel Hai Adventure Camp is a week 

long, sleepover camp for boys and  

girls ages 8-12.
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Something amazing happened in my 
spiritual life in September 2013, a new men’s 
group started at Grace Point. This is a unique 
group of men who meet on Wednesday 
mornings at 10:00.  Because of the time slot, the 
group consists mostly of retired men who want 
to continue to grow together spiritually.  

The name of the group is also unique: it’s called 
the ‘1st & Goal Men’s Group’.  The ‘1st’ in our name 
is the first of many chances the Lord gives us to 
serve Him and others. The ‘Goal’ stands for the 
goal in Phi 3:14 – “I press on toward the goal to win 
the prize for which God has called me heavenward 
in Christ Jesus.”  

The first study we did was ‘The Truth Project’ 
which challenged our view of the world and 
convicted us to believe the biblical view of the 
world in every aspect of our lives. The 13 week DVD 
study had such an impact that we recommended 
that our entire church should do the study 
together which will be done starting September 
21st.  We pray that every person attending Grace 
Point will take part in this spiritual awakening 

which will strengthen our faith in a powerful way. 
This September our group plans to do another 
challenging study, a 24 week DVD study called 
‘Foundations’. This will be a comprehensive study 
of eleven core beliefs of our Christian faith, which 
will cover not only what we believe, but why we 
believe it, and prepare us to tell others when 
challenged or when we witness to others.

Doing studies is important, but we also have 
interesting discussions relating to the period in 
our lives. Recently, we had a discussion on what 
happens when you retire; for example not going to 
work and being home all the time with your spouse 
if you’re married. Most people don’t prepare for this 
and are not ready to meet new life challenges. Our 
group is unique and we pray other men will join us 
when they retire or if the time slot works for them.

For Father’s Day 2014, the Grace Point family came together to 

celebrate all men and to fellowship with families and friends.  Together we 

sang praises, listened to God's Word through the message of the prodigal 

son, and enjoyed festivities that included a classic car show, putt-putt, 

hot dogs, a bouncy house, and the always successful dunk tank.

Dad Fest’s purpose is to provide opportunity for 

outreach not only to the community, but also to all men 

in the congregation through a relaxing, fun-filled 

time of fellowship.  Supplementing both the 

message and the theme of the holiday, 

the Grace Point family—members, 

attenders, guests—gathered after each 

service for food, fun and fellowship. 

This event was made possible 

by the efforts of many at Grace Point, 

through prayer and time, with special 

acknowledgment to Dave Lewis, who organized 

the Car Show, to Norbert Zastavny, who prepared 

the food, to Restoration Church, which supplied the 

putt-putt holes, and to Darrell Benjamin and Nate Korpi for 

getting in the dunk tank.

Men’s Group
1st & Goal

— BIll  D ISalVo —



M&Ms was wonderful! I am so thankful not just for getting 
connected to my fantastic mentor, who is a continual 
source of encouragement, but for all the amazing women, 
the fun, fellowship, laughter, and teaching every week we 
met together as a group. All the women were inspiring yet 
completely down-to-earth, and it made me feel about 250% 
more connected within the church!

— SuE GIBSon & SuSan HunDlEy —

Women’s    
Mentoring

The beginning of our mentoring relationship was difficult as we 
had trouble finding a time to meet.  We emailed to keep in touch.  
We persisted.  We were not going to give up!  God has  
opened the way now for us to meet and grow  
together—not just us, but our  
families as well.  He is so  
good to us!

— BESSy BatRES & JEn noltE —   

mom’S mornInG out 

Women’S    
   Fellowship

Each year a group of skilled 
hands go to work creating countless 
projects to reach others out of love 
for Christ. The generous ladies of 
the Women’s Fellowship prepare 
craft kits for our missions teams, 
wordless bracelets, Christmas 
ornaments, and countless other 
favors for organizations like Children 

Evangelism Fellowship, Philadelphia 
Bible Clubs, Esperanza Medical 
Center, Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes and many others. Their 
commitment to prayer and meeting 
practical needs have a great impact 
for the gospel in our region and 
around the world.

As a new mom, I was struggling 
with elements of the transition from 
“career” to “mommy.”  MMO has 
been a safe place to share stories, 
struggles, and joys with other moms 
and know that they truly understand 
where I am coming from.  The 
practical application of Biblical 

values has blessed me the most.  
The weekly reminder of what God’s 
Word has to say about raising godly 
children, being a godly wife, and 
focusing on Him in all that I do has 
been such a blessing to me. Thank 
you for allowing God to use you in 
this ministry!

 — REBEcca REIlly —



Have you unlocked your faith?  Do you know the heroes of true 
Biblical faith?  These are some of the questions our 5th and 6th 

graders grappled with during our past year 
on Sunday mornings.  We had the unique opportunity to write 
curriculum in-house that spans the basics of the Christian faith 
and those who, from the bible, were examples of living out that 
faith.  This allowed us to present these questions to our students 
in this age group and challenge them to know the foundation of 
Christianity, what it is biblically founded on, and what it looks like to 
live it out daily.  It was a meaningful, impactful and eye-opening time 
together with the students, and we look forward to the coming year 
and some complementary curriculum that follows the life of Jesus 
and His commands to us as His disciples.

This past year has been packed full of fun, 
learning, growing and serving. We attended 
retreats, went to camps, served on mission 
projects and saw students serving in the church in 
various capacities.

In July we went on the first ever High School 
Summer camp. This retreat from the everyday, up 
into the Pocono Mountains, was a great bonding 
time as a youth group and an awesome time of 
learning about our identity in Christ. Winter Camp 
was a hit as usual. This winter we learned about 
setting guardrails in our lives and had a lot of great 
times with our small groups, processing what 
that meant for each of us. Throughout the year, 
we also met regularly to be challenged spiritually, 
grow relationally in our small groups, and be 

encouraged to serve Christ in our everyday lives. 
This time was an opportunity for students to find 
fellowship with each other and develop Christ-
centered relationships.

The highlight of this past year was most 
definitely the volunteer leaders that have stepped 
up to the challenge of getting involved in the lives 
of our youth. While we believe that the primary 
discipleship of a student is done in the home, we 
cannot overlook the immense value of the role 
these leaders play in the lives of the students. The 
senior class really stepped up and was the driving 
force for the youth ministry, right next to the 
volunteer leaders. We cannot thank the leaders 
enough for the many hours they put into loving 
our youth and serving Grace Point.

Grade
5th & 6th



euroPe
outreach to italy

June | 2014Il Faro, IBC 
Via degli Oleandri 1 
Castel Volturno CE Italy

Dear Friends at Grace Point,

The church was thrilled to have you visit in April to celebrate our 25th anniversary. I am sorry I had to leave before 
I got to know the latest crew. We were also surprised and humbled by your generous thoughts and gifts for us. It is a 
joy and an encouragement to have a church like yours support and befriend us on another continent. We have been 
blessed by your ministry over the years.

You also support a wonderful missionary family, the Faulkners. Tim and Jacki are hard workers, love Italians, and are 
dedicated to see God’s kingdom expand throughout the world. I know that this year they face the difficult challenge 
of leaving Ryan in the States. This may seem like a trivial matter, but I have gone through this twice, and it is not easy 
having children on another continent, even if it is the United States. Our children grow up as third culture kids who are 
never at home except in the airport where they can share their two cultures. I know you will be an encouragement to 
the family.

We look forward to your visits in the future. There is a lot to do in Italy. As the team noticed, we do not live on 
the Amalfi Coast or in Tuscany. Our area is degenerated, depredated, and depressed. We covet your prayers and 
collaboration. If there is anyone else in the church like Tim and Jacki, please send them our way!

If there is anything we can do for you, please let us know.

In Christ’s love, 
Tim Monahan, Pastor



From July 19th to the 26th a group of seventeen 

people from Grace Point traveled down to ReaLife 

Church down in Bridesburg, Philadelphia. Our goals 

for the trip were to complete work projects in the 

neighborhood and assist ReaLife Church in running 

a Vacation Bible School in the evenings. Most of 

our days were spent at the local recreation center, 

painting a tall iron fence which bordered the Center 

for three blocks. This job has been in the process for 

three years, but this summer we were finally able to 

finish it!  We even had some of the local kids from the 

VBS help us with the fence. 

During the evenings we helped ReaLife host 

Kid’s Club for children ages 3-12 year old. It was 

encouraging to see the students come back each 

night, and one evening we had over 75 kids come for 

Kid’s Club. They enjoyed songs, crafts, games, lessons, 

and a BBQ on Friday evening.

The BBQ was our closing ceremony for Kid’s Club, 

which allowed the people of ReaLife to meet and 

connect with the parents of the children who came to 

Kid's Club. It was an amazing trip, and we were able 

to see God do some wonderful things.

— MIke NIcHoLs —

inner City outreach
July | 2014

PhIladelPhIa



Including only a single piece of luggage that was 
misplaced for several days (Sorry, Kyle), our Bolivia 
team was blessed in countless ways while visiting 
Unidos in Cristo and its Child Development Center 
(CDC) in Cochabamba, Bolivia, in July. 

 Those blessings included, but certainly weren't 
limited to:  

• Being greeted with anxious faces, hugs, and 
welcoming 
smiles. (Some 
in our group 
were greeted 
with "You 
came back!") 

• Witnessing 
the tangible 
trust our 
Christian 
brothers and 

sisters place in their heavenly Father to provide for 
everything, from their daily needs of water and food, all 
the way to the great hopes they have for their ministry  

• Seeing God's loving hand in the wonderful things 
taking place at Unidos in Cristo and its CDC, especially 
with the support for the beautiful children 

• Having such a special opportunity to share God's  
love with the children in the VBS program and the  
CDC classes.  

Individualized and personal blessing were also 
plentiful for each of us. My very special 
and personal blessing came when I 
met Naydelin, the 7-year-old girl my 
wife and I have sponsored for three 
years, and being welcomed with her 
hugs, and those of her mother, father, 
and younger siblings who share their 
one-room home. 

 We praise God for the work being 
done in Bolivia and around the world, 
especially through Compassion!

— BReT BoLLMAN —

outreach to Cochabamba, Bolivia
July | 2014

South amerIca



This summer our family had the amazing opportunity 
to serve God alongside one of Grace Point’s global 
partners at a camp in China. Children ages 10 –18 go to this 
camp every summer to be exposed to English speakers, 
and to just relax and have fun, which is something that 
Chinese children don’t get to do a lot because of the 
intense pressure to do well in school. 

We were very excited to have this opportunity as a 
family. The idea of going somewhere like this together 
that would force us out of our comfort zones seemed 
like something that would be good for all of us. We were 
especially excited for our children to experience something 
larger than themselves, and to be part of something that 
would let them see their lives in a different way. It was 
our prayer that the experience would grow all of us – and 
especially our children - as individuals and as Christians. 
That prayer was definitely answered!

Both Emily (13) and Daniel (10) were immediately at 
home at the camp. They weren’t just tagging along with 
the older members. Something about the fact that they 

were children seemed to open people up in a way that 
none of the rest of us could. They were warmly loved 
and accepted, and quickly became a part of the lives of 
the Chinese counselors and other children. It was a huge 
blessing to us to see how much they were loved by the 
people there, and also the impact they had on others. It 
was amazing to watch God use them. 

They were impacted by how easy it was to overcome 
superficial differences in race and nationality and form 
deep, meaningful bonds with the Chinese. Daniel also 
said that he felt incredibly loved at the camp, and that he 

“really felt God there.” Our family was 
amazed by the believers there and 
the dedication and commitment they 
showed. They were very obviously 
giving their whole lives to God at  
the camp.

Our experience going on a mission 
trip together as a family wasn’t all easy, 
but it WAS all worth it! There were 
blessings and love and experiences 
that completely encouraged us as 
individuals and as a family!  We will not 
be the same because of our experience 
together in China, and if we had the 
chance to do it over we’d agree again in 
a heartbeat.

— tHE McclEaRy FaMIly —

outreach to China
AuGusT | 2014

ASIA
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•  Pray that we would see many people 

come to know Christ through our  
various ministries.

•  Pray that we would continue to see 
people invest into the lives of others  
as mentors and disciple-makers.

•  Pray that our mission strategy would 
help us all become more fully committed 
followers of Jesus Christ.

•  Pray that God would be glorified through 
the life and ministries of the Grace Point 
family.

•  Pray that families would keep Christ at 
the center of all they do and fulfill their 
role as the chief disciple-makers in  
their homes.

•  Pray that marriages would thrive 
and keep Christ at the core of the 
relationship.

•  Pray for our elders and shepherding 
teams as they continue the essential  
task of caring for and shepherding our 
church family.

•  Pray that the Grace Point family would 
continue to give generously so that all of 
the financial needs of our ministries are 
met in the coming year.

restoration Church
•  Praise God for a successful launch and 

great first year of ministry in Levittown 
through Restoration Church.

•  Pray for Pastor Ross and the many 
volunteers as they begin a new year  
of ministry.

•  Pray for the residents of Levittown and 
the surrounding communities, that they 
may hear the gospel and come to  
faith in Christ.

•  Pray that people would give generously 
to help support the ministry of 
Restoration Church so that it can  
become its own independent church.

hiGhesT sunday aTTendanCe – easTer serviCe 1205

hiGhesT non-holiday sunday  799

averaGe aTTendanCe  677

BapTisms aT GraCe poinT 11

2013/2014 BY the numBerS
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e. Jay Button 
Interim senior Pastor  
jbutton@gracepointpa.org

Brian Weber 
Pastor of mission  
bweber@gracepointpa.org

ross manders 
Pastor of Restoration Church  
ross@restorationchurchpa.org

Chuck arnold 
Interim Pastoral Assistant  
carnold@gracepointpa.org

holly ames 
missions secretary  
hames@gracepointpa.org

darrell Benjamin 
Worship Coordinator  
dbenjamin@gracepointpa.org

liz Coffman 
nursery Coordinator  
lcoffman@gracepointpa.org

dave Crist 
Custodian/maintenance  
dcrist@gracepointpa.org

Josh deleo 
Audio Visual Coordinator  
jdeleo@gracepointpa.org

Cassandra deWitt 
Director of Children’s ministries  
cdewitt@gracepointpa.org

nate korpi 
Director of youth ministries  
nkorpi@gracepointpa.org

JoAnn mcdowell 
secretary  
jmcdowell@gracepointpa.org

laura schlenker 
Bookkeeper  
lschlenker@gracepointpa.org

steve Weir 
Director of Technology & 
Communication  
sweir@gracepointpa.org

Bill Wright 
Director of Administration  
bwright@gracepointpa.org

Joan Zeberlein 
Director of Women’s ministries  
jzeberlein@gracepointpa.org

Staff

592 Washington Crossing Road
Newtown, PA 18940

215-968-2354
gracepointpa.org


