
 
Good Friday Service of Light and Darkness 
 
Tenebrae (Latin for “darkness”) was the name given to the medieval predawn morning prayer 
celebrated by monks during the last three days in Holy Week. In recent centuries, this monastic 
liturgy—despite its early morning light imagery—was transferred to Wednesday evening in Holy 
Week. In the monastic practice, it was a service of prayers and readings from scripture. As the 
light began to dawn, the candles used for reading were gradually extinguished, so that at the 
end of the service, the rising sun provided the necessary light for reading and singing. 
In the service presented here, the extinguishing of candles has been placed within the reading 
of the Passion according to John, the ancient gospel narrative for the day. With this form, seven 
or fourteen candles are used. Following each section, one or two candles are extinguished. 
The Johannine passion account is appointed for Good Friday because the synoptic passion 
accounts are read in successive years on the Sunday of the Passion. John’s passion account 
sees Jesus’ death as his glorification. Rather than “mourning” the dying or dead Jesus on Good 
Friday, the cross is acclaimed as the sign of the world’s redemption. We offer honor and 
reverence to the one who, lifted up from the earth, draws all people to himself. This service does 
not end in darkness and sadness, as if the assembly were reenacting the death of Christ. 
Rather, the liturgy ends with Christ exalted on the cross, an image from John’s gospel. 
 
Gathering 
Prelude   “Ah, Holy Jesus”  
 
Welcome 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
Word 
Old Testament Reading   Isaiah 52:13—53:12 
  
Psalm 22:1-11, 16-19, 28-31 

Sung by Choral Scholars 
 
The Passion According to St. John 

John 18:1-11 
Midrash 

First candle is extinguished. 
 

 
 
 
 



Hymn: ELW 347 “Go to Dark Gethsemane”, Stanzas 1-2 
 

Go to dark Gethsemane, all who feel the tempter’s power, 
Your Redeemer’s conflict see. Watch with him one bitter hour; 
Turn not from his griefs away; learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 
 
Follow to the judgment hall, view the Lord of life arraigned; 
Oh, the wormwood and the gall! Oh, the pangs his soul sustained! 
Shun not suffering, shame, or loss; learn from him to bear the cross. 

 
John 18:12-27 
Midrash 

Second candle is extinguished. 
 

Hymn: ELW 606 “Our Father, We have Wandered” Stanzas 1, 3 
 
Our Father, we have wandered and hidden from your face; 
In foolishness have squandered your legacy of grace. 
But now, in exile dwelling, we rise with fear and shame, 
As, distant but compelling, we hear you call our name. 
 
O Lord of all the living, both banished and restored, 
Compassionate, forgiving, and ever-caring Lord, 
Grant now that our transgressing, our faithlessness may cease. 
Stretch out your hand in blessing, in pardon, and in peace. 

 
John 18:28-40 
Midrash 

Third candle is extinguished. 
 

Hymn ELW 349 “Ah, Holy Jesus” Stanzas. 1, 2  
  

Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended  
that we so judge thee have in hate pretended?  
By foes derided, By thine own rejected,  
O most afflicted. 

 
Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon thee? 
Alas, my treason, Jesus, hat undone thee. 
‘Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee; 
I crucified thee. 

 
 



John 19:1-7  
Midrash 

Fourth candle is extinguished. 
 

Hymn ELW 349 “Ah, Holy Jesus” Stanzas 3-5 
 

Lo, the Good Shepherd for the sheep is offered; 
The slave hath sin-ned, and the Son hath suffered; 
For our atonement, while we nothing heeded. 
God interceded. 

 
For me, kind Jesus, was thine incarnation, 
Thy mortal sorrow, and thy life’s oblation; 
Thy death of anguish and thy bitter passion, 
For my salvation. 

 
Therefore, kind Jesus, since I cannot pay thee, 
I do adore thee, and will ever pray thee; 
Think on thy pity and thy love unswerving, 
Not my deserving. 

 
John 19:8-16a  

 Midrash 
Fifth candle is extinguished. 

 
Hymn ELW 351 “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”  stanzas 1-2 
 

O sacred head, now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down, 
Now scornfully surrounded with thorns, thine only crown; 
O sacred head, what glory; what bliss till now was thine! 
Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call thee mine. 
 
How pale thou art with anguish, with sore abuse and scorn; 
How does thy face now languish, which once was bright as morn! 
Thy grief and bitter passion were all for sinners’ gain; 
Mine, mine was the transgression, but thine the deadly pain. 

 
John 19:16b-22  
Midrash 

Sixth candle is extinguished. 
 

Hymn ELW 803 “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” Stanzas -1-2 
 



When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 

 
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
Save in the death of Christ, my God; 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to his blood. 

 
John 19:23-30  
Midrash 

Seventh candle is extinguished. 
 
Hymn ELW 803 “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” Stanzas 3-4 

 
See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down. 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 
John 19:31-42 
Midrash 

Eighth candle is extinguished. 
 

Hymn:  ELW 353,  “Were You There”  Stanzas 1, 2, 3, 5 
 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Oh-oh-oh. Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
Oh-oh-oh. Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

 
 



Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
Oh-oh-oh. Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 

 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
Oh-oh-oh. Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

 
Bidding Prayer 

The assembly kneels or sits. The assisting minister leads the invitations to prayer (the 
bids). Silence for prayer follows each bid. The presiding minister leads the prayers that 
conclude the silence. 

 
Each prayer ends: We ask this through Christ Our Lord 
Congregation: Amen 

 
Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask. 
All pray the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

ANTHEM “Christ, We Do All Adore Thee” from THE SEVEN LAST WORDS OF CHRIST  
Théodore Dubois (1837-1924) 

Christ, we do all adore thee, bless thee and praise thee forever, 
Who on the holy cross hast all the world from sin redeemed. 

 
Sending 



Postlude  “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”    Georg Philipp Telemann (1681-1767) 
 


