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WELCOME

Welcome! We are glad you are joining our community of faith for worship today. Whether you are a long-
time Lutheran, or you come from another Christian tradition, or you’re wandering or wondering about faith
and the church, you are welcome to participate in worship in whatever ways are comfortable for you. If you
are new to St. Paul’s you can request more information on our web site contact page here:
www.stpaulsbrenham.org/contact

Our worship liturgy is rooted in the ancient church’s practice of gathering on Sundays to celebrate the
resurrection of Jesus through hearing God’s Word and sharing the communion meal in the presence of
Christ. We welcome all baptized Christians to receive communion. Children who are communing in other
churches are invited to commune here. All who are not receiving are invited to come forward for a
blessing—you may indicate you want a blessing by holding your hands together or crossing your arms in
front of you.

This bulletin is a helpful guide to our worship liturgy, as are ushers and friendly people gathered here with
you to worship God together.
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GATHERING
PRELUDE Morning Star Wayne Wold

SOUNDING OF THE BELL
When the bell sounds, please stand as you are able and face the procession.
WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *F* one God, the Creator of heaven and earth,
the Word who spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters.
Amen.

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Mighty God, lover of justice,

you call us to life in community,

but we have served our own interests at the expense of our neighbors.

We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.

We say the right words,

but our hearts are far from you.

Turn us to seek your face.

Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ,

that we may do justice, love mercy,

and walk humbly with you, our God.

Amen.

The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares:

Like a spring of water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ,
and forgives your sin in * Jesus’ name.

May the Spirit give you strength to live for others,

and bless you with the gift of peace.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG ELW 873  Rejoice Ye Pure in Heart!

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE ELW 167 Now the Feast and Celebration
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the pure in
heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that in
our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Please be seated.

WORD

FIRST READING Micah 6:1-8
With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God brings a lawsuit against Israel. God
has “wearied” Israel with a long history of saving acts. God does not want or expect lavish sacrifices to
attempt to earn divine favor. Rather God empowers the people to do justice, to love loyalty to God, and to

Word of God. Word of life.

walk shrewdly in God’s service.

"Hear what the LoRrbD says:
Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice.
> Hear, you mountains, the case of the Lorp,
and you enduring foundations of the earth,
for the Lorp has a case against his people,
and he will contend with Israel.
3“0 my people, what have | done to you?
In what have | wearied you? Answer me!
4 For | brought you up from the land of Egypt
and redeemed you from the house of slavery,
and | sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam.
50 my people, remember now what King Balak of
Moab devised,
what Balaam son of Beor answered him,

Thanks be to God.

and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the saving acts of the Lorp.”
5 “With what shall | come before the LorD
and bow myself before God on high?
Shall | come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?
7Will the Lorp be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good,
and what does the Lorp require of you
but to do justice and to love kindness
and to walk humbly with your God?



PSALM

Psalm 15

The cantor sings the refrain, and the congregation repeats it.
The psalm is sung responsively.
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' LorD, who may dwell in your | tabernacle?
Who may abide upon your ! holy hill?

>Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right,

who speak the truth | from their heart;

Refrain

> they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends;

they do not cast discredit up- ! on a neighbor.

“In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who ! fear the Lorp.
They have sworn upon their health and do not take ! back their word.
5 They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes a- | gainst the innocent.

Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown.

SECOND READING

Refrain

1 Corinthians 1:18-31

According to the world's standards of power and might, the message of the cross seems stupid and
offensive. Yet this word reveals the paradoxical way God has chosen to work power and salvation
through weakness, rejection, and suffering. Hence the message of the cross becomes true wisdom and
power for believers.

'® The message about the cross is foolishness to those
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the
power of God. "9 For it is written,
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart.”
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar?
Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made
foolish the wisdom of the world? > For since, in the
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through
wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of the
proclamation, to save those who believe. 2> For Jews ask
for signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and
foolishness to gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called,
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the
wisdom of God. *° For God’s foolishness is wiser than

Word of God. Word of life.

Thanks be to God.

human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than
human strength.

26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not
many of you were wise by human standards, not many
were powerful, not many were of noble birth. > But God
chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God
chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong;

*8 God chose what is low and despised in the world,
things that are not, to abolish things that are, *° so that
no one might boast in the presence of God. 3° In contrast,
God is why you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us
wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification
and redemption, 3'in order that, as it is written, “Let the
one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

Please stand as you are able for the Gospel



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW 175
The assembly sings the Alleluia. The cantor sings the Gospel verse and the assembly repeats the Alleluia.
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Cantor: Rejoice | and be glad,* for your reward is | great in heaven. (Matt. 5:12)

GOSPEL Matthew 5:1-12
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

"When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, 8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. > And he 9‘“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called
began to speak and taught them, saying: children of God.

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake
kingdom of heaven. of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be 1““Blessed are you when people revile you and
comforted. persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you

5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. falsely on my account. 2 Rejoice and be glad, for your

6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they
righteousness, for they will be filled. persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
SERMON Pastor Michael Coffey

Please stand as you are able.
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 710 Let Streams of Living Justice



APOSTLES" CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for whom we
pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Greet one another with the peace of Christ. After the Peace, please be seated.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

MEAL

OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
Offering plates are on the welcome table in the narthex before and after the service.

MUSICAL OFFERING Shout for Joy  Cathy Moklebust
Please stand as you are able.



OFFERING SONG ELW 465 As the Grains of Wheat
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Itis indeed right... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HoLy, HoLy, HoLy ELW 191  Holy, Holy, Holy
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Almighty Lord, we praise your shining light, your glowing grace...

With joy we tell the story of our faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

...And so we pray and praise: All our thanks be to you, O God. Amen

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
-9-



INVITATION
We welcome all baptized Christians to receive communion. Children who are communing in other
churches are invited to commune here. All who are not receiving are invited to come forward for a
blessing—you may indicate you want a blessing by holding your hands together or crossing your arms in
front of you. Please follow the guidance from the ushers. Gluten-free wafers are available on request.
Wine is red; grape juice is white. Those unable to come forward,
remain seated and communion will be brought to you.

LAMB OF GoD from Now the Feast and Celebration Haugen
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MusiC DURING COMMUNION
Music Soul, Adorn Thyself with Gladness Anton Leopold
SONG ELW 714 O God of Mercy, God of Light

Please stand as you are able.
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TABLE BLESSING
May the presence of Christ in this bread, wine, and community, continue to shine on you
and accompany you in the way of love and peace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.

In the sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart.

Send us from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love,
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG ELW 551 The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve

DismMISSAL
Go in peace. Shine with the love of Christ. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE As with Gladness ~ Wayne Wold

COMMEMORATIONS

Presentation of Our Lord Monday, February 2, 2026
Forty days after the birth of Jesus we mark the day Mary and Joseph presented him in the temple in accordance with
Jewish law. There they were greeted by Simeon, an aged priest who offered the song "Lord, now you let your servant
depart in peace," as well as by the prophet Anna, who spoke of the redemption of Israel.

Ansgar, Bishop of Hamburg, missionary to Denmark and Sweden, died 865 Tuesday, February 3, 2026
A monk who helped bring Christianity to Scandinavia, Ansgar returned to Germany where he was named bishop of
Hamburg. He is remembered for his love for poor people.

The Martyrs of Japan, died 1597 Thursday, February 5, 2026
Christianity was brought to Japan in the sixteenth century by Jesuit and Franciscan missionaries. The religion was
suppressed, however, and in 1597 twenty-six missionaries and converts were crucified. Nevertheless, Christianity
survived and later prospered.

From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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