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Savannah 
 
Things Savannah is known for:  

Each year Savannah attracts millions of visitors to its 

cobblestone streets, parks, and notable historic buildings. 

The city is also the birthplace of Juliette Gordon Low (Girl 

Scouts founder), the Georgia Historical Society, the Telfair 

Academy of Arts and Sciences, the First African Baptist 

Church (one of the oldest African American Baptist 

congregations in the US), Bonaventure Cemetery, Mercer-

Williams House (setting for notorious book, Midnight in the 

Garden of Good and Evil), Chippewa Square (filming location 

of the famous bench scenes for the Forrest Gump movie).  

 

Savannah History: 

Savannah is a Southern gem filled with unique history, 

character, and beauty. As the oldest city in Georgia, it is 

now the county seat of Chatham County. Established in 1733 

on the Savannah River, the city of Savannah became the 

British colonial capital of the Province of Georgia and later 

the first state capital of Georgia.  

 

Savannah is one of the country’s oldest cities and the first 

planned city, as is evident is in its grid-like streets and 

charming squares downtown. It was a strategic port city 

during both the American Revolution and the American Civil 

War, though its historic sites were spared when General 

Sherman burned down many other Southern cities during 

the Civil War.  

 

Today, Savannah is an industrial center and an important 

Atlantic seaport. It is Georgia's fifth-largest city and third-

largest metropolitan area. From Savannah’s architecture and 

art to its gardens and parks to the large oak trees and 

Spanish moss framing the streets, Savannah possesses an 

enchanting, dramatic quality unlike any other urban center.  

 

History of YouthWorks in Savannah: 

YouthWorks has been serving in Savannah since 2000. We 

have some great friendships and longstanding service 

partnerships here. While we’ve had a few different housing 

partners over the years, we have never been met with 

anything less than the utmost southern hospitality. While we 

did not serve Savannah in 2018, we were excited to be back 

serving in 2019. It was through our new partnership with 

The City of Savannah that we were able to help the disabled, 
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Savannah Census Stats 

 

POPULATION : 145,342  

 

RACE : 

• White (Non-Hispanic) – 38.9% 

• Hispanic or Latino – 5.8% 

• Asian – 2.6% 

• Black or African American – 53.9% 

 

RELIGIOUSLY AFFILIATED – 59% 

POVERTY RATE – 23.9% 

CHILD POVERTY RATE – 41% 

MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME – $43,307 

HOMEOWNERSHIP RATE – 43.8% 

MEDIAN HOME VALUE – $151,500 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION RATE: 89.7% 

 

*All data from Data USA & Census.GOV 

 

WEATHER INFO – Summers are hot and 

humid with highs in the 90’s, with frequent 

rain or thunderstorms. While you should 

dress for hot weather, bring a sweatshirt 

for air-conditioned buildings! 
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low income and elderly with minor home repairs that the City was having a challenging time completing 

throughout the year. YouthWorks has strong connections here and they are all looking forward to our groups 

returning for another summer.  

 

 
Why is Youthworks in Savannah? 

Known as the first planned city in the United States, Savannah is steeped in rich southern tradition and unique 

history. Savannah is characterized by its historic district, Spanish moss-covered squares, and popular cuisine. 

Beneath the lavish city adornments and beautiful natural resources exists a city of need. Over 20% of 

Savannah's population lives under the poverty line, and there is a growing homeless population that is 

becoming increasingly noticeable in the community. YouthWorks started serving here in 2000 and has formed 

longstanding partnerships that continue to shape our presence in the community. YouthWorks partners with 

local organizations to serve the homeless population, help with minor home repair and minister to the children 

in the community. (Due to COVID-19 & safety protocols there may not be as many opportunities to work with 

youth in the community throughout summer 2022.) 

 

Issues in Savannah: 

 

POVERTY 

Savannah’s poverty rate is approximately 24%. Poverty in Savannah can almost go unnoticed because of the 

great contrast that exists in the community’s distribution of wealth. Savannah is known for its grand squares 

surrounded by large historic mansions. As this is the focus of Savannah’s reputation, the challenges of poverty 

tend to get overlooked while many in the community are struggling with necessities such as food, affordable 

housing and making a livable wage.  

 

GENERATIONAL POVERTY 

Many families have lived in Savannah for generations and have grown up only knowing poverty. At the heart 

of Savannah’s intergenerational poverty problem is a widening wealth gap coupled with underemployment and 

lack of resources. In recent years, the has city has invested over 2.7 million funds in anti-poverty programs 

and 1.1 million supporting job training and other anti-poverty initiatives. While the city is trying to reduce the 

barriers to the existing poverty crisis there are additional organizations and agencies who are also working 

tirelessly to end the cycle of poverty. For many families, this continues to be an up-hill battle as they continue 

to wait for help.  

 

ECONOMIC SEGREGATION 

In many cities, wealth distribution varies block-to-block. In Savannah, however, there are clear divisions 

where certain parts of town have all the prominence and wealth, while other areas of town remain neglected 

and impoverished. Since tourism, manufacturing, the port, and transportation are the main sources of 

revenue in the community, most of the city’s wealth is tied to these industries. This leaves little to no money 

for the remaining areas of the city who are under resourced or considered low income.  

 

Positive Opportunities & Why Serving in Savannah Matters: 

 

HOMELESS COMMUNITY 

Many of the service organizations YouthWorks partners with provide resources to people in poverty or who are 

experiencing homelessness. Some serve meals; others have shelters for women & children or training 

programs for individuals who are looking for employment. There’s value in serving, having conversations with 

people and being joyful at the opportunity to meet them. 

 

CHANGING PERSPECTIVE 

We often come with our own perceptions of the city and urban problems. During a week in Savannah, you will 

have the chance to share what you’ve been learning about the neighborhood, talk about the incredible things 

you see happening in Savannah and be a part of the on-going growth God has in store for you and in this 

community. Our hope is, whether through outreach ministry or home beautification, that our service in 

Savannah will change our perceptions for the better and allow us to see others through God’s eyes and 

perspective.  

 


